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N.Y. Public Hit-Crazy, Say Lesit Crix, 
Surprised That Film Players Can Act 





few things off their chests on the 
state of Broadway, the theatre and 
humanity in general, in a poll just 
completed by Variety. Damning 
the New York public as “lazy” and 
*hit-crazy”; calling the Pulitzer 
and Critics Circle prizewinning 
“Streetcar Named Desire’ a ‘‘so- 

what” play; seeing “the promise of 
a fine war play soon,” and express- 
ing surprise that film players can 
act, the critics lay about them 
vigorously. 

On the whole, though, they 
find the 1947-48 legit season an 
unusually interesting one. While 
not unanimous on the subject, they 
generally express the view that the 
N. Y. theatre offered a number of 
worthwhile new plays and some 
excellent revivals, and see a 
healthy development in the emer- 
gence of off-Broadway production 
groups. 

This year, there is little criti- 

_¢isin from the aisle-sitters about 
the Pulitzer Prize play choice, 
since the winning show, “A Street- 
car Named Desire,” also won their 
own Drama Critics’ Circle award. 
Several suggest that either “Mister 

_ Roberts” or “Command Decision,” 
beth of which had received votes 
from the critics themselves, might 
just as well have won. 

As a whole, the firstnight sharp- 


{Continued on page 50) 


Mrs. Wm. Morris at 75 
- Clippers to London For 
Sophie Tucker’s Preem 


joe William Morris, Sr., widow 

. the founder of the William 

gg tng agency, and William Mor- 

ris, Jr., present head of the agency, 

yo ae to fly to England today 

are -) for Sophie Tucker’s preem 

31 e Casino theatre, London, May 

ca le, overseas, Morris will 

* “n, up all available talent in 

ome and on the continent 

fit into the new “Texaco 

NBC petre , television series on 

e @ agency is sup- 

Plying the performers: , , 

orris is hoping to bring Sir 

Nack’e Lauder, now in his 80's, 

thi 0 the U. S: for another one 

wen” farewell” tours. Last “fare- 

‘ tour by the Scot star, which 
(Continued on page 54) 


JERRY LEWIS’ CLICK 
- HYPOES DATES FOR POP 


Philadelphia, May 25. 
wey Lewis, father of Jerry 
Fr n.Martin &) Lewis, is getting 
Me €w impetus to his show busi- 
ae : career with the recent click 
stan om _ ar ener has been 
' ate at 
asino, etaclthe tiekacl. the Latin 
‘ Senior Lewis has performed 
ne ,Yarious partners, but lately 
his out as a single. Lewis is in 
early forties. Jerry is only 21. 








, 





. New York’s drama critics get a+ 
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$600,000,000 Tele Set 
Sales in 1948 Seen 


Salt Lake City, May 25. 

A. A. Brandt, sales mgr. of Gen- 
eral Electric Co. electronics dept., 
in town last week for a three-day 
meeting of G. E. salesmen, erystal- 
balled sales of tele receivers total- 
ling $600,000,000 this year. 

He also predicted $40 to $50 
drop in prices by the end of the 
year. 


Angel Doesn't 
Fear to Tread 


- 3006 Legit Red 


Unless attendance to “Hold It,” 
lowest-grossing musical on Broad- 
way (National), more than doubles 
its present pace or the show’s 
angel, Anthony Farrell, changes 
his mind about keeping it playing 
“until it becomes popular,” a new 
record in red will possibly be set. 

Farrell’s investment in the show 

has risen to approximately $300,- 
000, around $50,000 of that repre- 
senting the operating loss since 
“It” came to town early this month. 
farrell decided to go upstate on a 
fishing trip over the weekend but 
not until he was assured there was 
enough money on hand to weather 
last week, because he had put it 
on the line with a sturdy additional 
check. 
. “It” got around $10,500 for its 
third week, which meant that the 
show lost more money than it 
grossed. Few if any backers of 
Broadway productions have ever 
matched Farrell’s persistence, sup- 
ported by his unhesitating bank- 
roll. 

When advised of the amount of 
the week’s red, he merely said: 
“So what!” and kicked in with the 
money needed. 


WLIB IN ALL-DAY 
TRIBUTE TO ISRAEL 


WLIB, N. Y. Post-owned indie, 
will scrap all commercials next 
Sunday (30) to air a 7 a.m.-through- 
8:45 p.m. Memorial Day salute to 
the new state of Israel. Partici- 
pants in the all-day sked of special 
programs will include Mayor Wil- 
liam O’Dwyer; Ted Thackrey, edi- 
tor of the Post; Bartley Crum, new 
publisher of PM; Maj. Aubrey S. 
Eban, Israel delegate to UN; Dr. 
Abba Hillel Silver and others. 

Disk jockeys from various N. Y. 
stations and various name per- 
formers will do guest stints. Full 
hour will-be turned over to Paul 
Denis, Post radio ed. A _ sports 
hour will be emceed by the Post’s 
Jimmy Cannon. 








LEAD W. Y. LEGIT 
GRIT ICa POLL 


Judith Anderson was the best 
actress of the season on Broadway, 
in the opinion of the New York 
drama critics. Paul Kelly was the 
top actor of the season, barely 
nosing out Henry Fonda for the 
favor of the aisle-loungers. Those 
were the outstanding results in 
VARIETY’s annual poll of the first 
night reviewers for the “bests” of 
the 1947-48 semester. 

Miss Anderson walked off with 
the nod for her performance in the 
Robinson Jeffers version of 
“Medea,” which she gave through- 
out the season, closing May 15, at 
the Royale. Miss Anderson got 10 
out of 12 critics’ votes, for the most 
decisive score in 16 classifications. 
Kelly has the lead in “Command 
Decision,” also a season-spanner at 
the Plymouth, and Fonda is top 
star of ‘Mister Roberts,” doing 
capacity business at the Alvin. 
Kelly got 342 votes, to Fonda’s 3, 
other votes being scattered. 

The fact that Miss Anderson won 
by such an overwhelming edge, 
while Kelly and Fonda (and God- 
frey Tearle, who was third with 244 
votes) ran so close together, high- 
lighted an interesting angle on the 
season—namely, that there were 

» (Continued on page 49) 


Giants Pro-Rate 
TV Grid Rights 
On Per-Set Basis 


Revolutionary new system of ap- 
portioning costs for’ television 
rights to football games, which 
might change the entire radio and 
TV pattern, has been instituted by 
the N. Y. Giants. The pro football 
club closed such a deal last week 
with the ABC vic‘eo web. 

Plan calls for ABC, or the ad- 
vertiser bankrolling the pickups, 
to supplement a basic rate with 
charges based on the number of 
sets tuned in to the games. In ef- 
fect, in means that the web or its 
sponsor will be paying the tab for 
all unsold seats at the Giants’ 
games, since the number of sets’ 
figure, to be arrived at through a 
survey taken by C. E. Hooper or 
Pulse, will be balanced against the 
number of unsold seats at the Polo 

(Continued on page 30) 











Tops of the Tops 
Retail Disk Seller 
“Nature Boy” 

Retail Sheet Music Seller 
“Nature Boy” 

“Most Requested” Disk 
“Nature Boy” 

Seller on Coin Machines 
“You Can’t be True Dear” 
British Best Seller 





“Galway Bay” 


ANDERSON, KELLY B'WAY ‘BESTS’ 





Tele Nicks Films’ B.O. for $3,000,000, 
Survey Reveals; But Top Pix Suil Sock 


+ By BOB STAHL * 





There’s Powerful Prayer 


In the first definite indication of 
ithe tremendous impact television 


In South Africa PiX | night have some day on the film 


Johannesburg, May 25. 
Methodist Church 


will be first in South Africa to be | 


given over entirely to showing of 
religious films. 


| boxoffice, a survey conducted in 
in Durban association with one of: the top ad 


agencies reveals that TV, at its 
present stage of circulation, is cut- 
ting into film grosses at the rate of 


Pix will replace normal service | over $3,000,000 yearly. 


and sermon on Sundays. 


4 WB Officials 





Estimate is based on the survey’s 
findings that 20% of people own- 
ing tele sets attended filmeries less 
than their neighbors without sets. 
Roundup was confined to a group 
of families in a Long Island, N.Y., 
community, with the figure then 
projected to the national scene, 





which makes it admittedly a 


Waive $12,500 P ay loose” estimate. Considered espe- 


cially significant, though, is the 
fact that the novelty of tele has 


9 j 
Increases for “48 s,s num wn ri 


Automatic raises for top officials | 
of Warner, Bros. have been halted 
for the current year because of un- 
certain business conditions in the 
industry. Four of Warners high 
officers have waived pay boosts 
provided in their employment 
pacts in a move designed to co- 
operate with the economy program, 
it’s been learned. Quartet, each 
of whom have passed up a $12,500 
wage hike for ’48, are Benjamin 
Kalmenson, distribution veepee; 
Harry Kalmine, theatre veepee; 
Samuel Schneider, veepee; and 
Mort Blumenstock, ad-pub veepee. 

Waiver, made several months 
ago, is in the form of a letter 
signed by four which declares that 
“due to general business condi- 
tions in the motion picture indus- 
try throughout the world, and the 
urgent need for economy, we here- 

(Continued on page 2) 


FAMED B’WAY PALACE 
MAY GO DARK ENTIRELY 


The Palace theatre on Broad- 
way, symbol of vaudeville in the 
U. S. for more than 20 years and a 
film house for the past 15, may 
shortly close its doors entirely. All 
the unionized employes of the 

(Continued on page 16) 








Jolson ‘Hatikvah,’ ‘Israel’ 


Disks for Weizmann 


Al Jolson and Decca planned to 
fly masters of two disks recorded 
Monday (24) to Washington yester- 
day (25) for presentation to Dr. 
Chaim Weizmann, president of 
Israel, and to President Truman, 
on the occasion of the former’s 
official call on America’s first citi- 
zen. The songs are 
and “Israel,” the latter written 
by Jolson and Bennee Ryssell, with 
Jolson vocaling both. 

Both were waxed a capella by 
Jolson on Monday. “Hativah” is in 
Hebrew, of course, and “Israel” in 


“Hatikvah”? Wet resumes in the fall. 


had owned their sets nine years or 
more.. Agency involved is Foote, 
Cone & Belding. 

Film industry executives, ques- 
tioned for their reactions to the 
survey, conceded that the ostrich- 
like attitude Reld by many film 
toppers until now must be aban- 
doned. They pointed out, however, 
that video isn’t the first major 
competitor they’ve had to buck— 
that the industry has staved off 

(Continued on page 2) 


Dems Plan Film Series 
For TY to Accent Human 
Qualities of Pres. Truman 


Washington, May 25. 

Idea for extensive use of tele- 
vision by the Democratic National 
Committee in. the coming cam- 
paign is said to be kicking around 
National Committee headquarters. 
It is dependent upon two things: 
getting the necessary dough and 
also getting the approval of the 
candidate who, short of a terrific 
upset; will be Harry S. Truman. 


Republicans have not gotten to 
the stage of considering buying 
video air time. 

Scheme, as the Democrats are 
said to be considering it, wéuld 
involve widescale use of 16m film. 
One idea is to present Pres. 
Truman as a very human guy to 

(Continued on page 54) 


MULL TELEVISING 
MET OPERA IN FALL 


ABC television is currently 
pushing plans to air the Metropoli- 
tan Opera performances when the 
Web’s 
contract with the opera company, 
which has provided for radio 
broadeasts from the Met audi- 
torium Saturday afternoons for 
years, also includes tele rights and, 
according to an ABC spokesman, 
everybody at the web “is deter- 











English, latter being published by 





Bourne. 


(Continued on page 54) 
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Ci Liberties Union to Spearhead =|" 
Merged Talent Groups Vs. Censorship 


A permanent, coordinated or- 
ganization to fight censorship of 
films, radio, legit, books and maga- 
zines is being formed by the Amer- 


ican Civil Liberties Union, through 
its affiliate National Council on) 


Freedom From Censorship. With 


the cooperation of various groups.| tional presented by Arthur Ungar, 


in the entertainment, arts and 
communications fields, a central 
group will be established by early 
fall. 


A full-time executive-secretary 
will be hired and a preliminary 
budget of at least $10,000, prob- 
ably supplied by the ACLU, will 
be set up. Tentative plans for 
such an orgal.ization were outlined 
at a meeting Friday (21) at the 
Longacre theatre, N.: Y., and a 
larger, formal session is slated for 
mid-June. 


Elmer Rice, National Council on | 
Freedom From Censorship chair- | 


man, presided, and speakers in-' 
eluded Archibald MacLeish, James 
T. Farrell, James F. Reilly and 
Manuel Komroff. It was indicated 
that Stop Censorship, the recently- 
formed anti-suppression group, 
would cooperate with the new or- 
ganization. 


The following plan was outlined 





. meee cece eee 


Jessel’s Gold Card 


Hollywood, May 25. 
George Jessel has been  pre- 
sented a lifetime gold membership 
card in the Variety Club Interna- 





‘editor of Darty Variety. It’s one 
of the few cards issued by the Ia- 
ternational. 

Card was due to be presented to 





Jessel at the Variety Club conven-| ™"™ 
tion in Miami last month, but Jes- 309th WEEK! 
sel couldn't make the trip. Card 


KEN MURRAY’S 


|» “BLACKOUTS OF 1948” 
El Capitan Theatre, Hollywood, Cal. 


Now Playing Nationally 


“BILL AND COO” 


Special Academy Award Winner 


was subsequently brought here for 
presentation by Ungar. 


Oct. Figured as Earliest 
— On Hearing of Appeals 





ayem—an 
A couple of radio patrolmen 


Hills. 


CBS quiz show—$250. 
Baker later observed: 


“I’m in accord with the police for arresting me. 
have been driving in my condition.” He said he had been cele- 
brating his 35th anni in show business at a Sunset Strip nitery, 


Phil Baker's Wrong Answer 


Hollywood, May 25, 
Phil Baker, quizmaster on the Philip Morris “Everybody Wins” 
show, listened to someone else ask the questions the other early 


the answers he gave landed him in jail. 


propounded the jackpot question 


after stopping Baker’s weaving car on Sunset Boulevard in Severly 


“dave you been drinking?” they asked. 

“Only scotch,” replied the guy who usually does the asking, . 

He was booked for misdemeanor on a drunken driving charge, 

“I didn’t have a cat driving for me,” complained Baker, referring 
to Allen Jenkins’ recent explanation that his cat was at the whee] 

» when pinched recently for intoxication. 

It wasn’t until several hours later that Baker was bailed out 

and the amount rivaled some of the sums he gives away on his 


I shouldn't 








Continued 








For Lawson, Trumbo : 
Washington, May 25. 
| U. S. eourt of appeais is not 
| figured to hear appeals on the con- 
Slay Golden B.0. 
‘earliest, with lawyers estimating ‘ . 
lthat the arguments may not take Despite the $50,000 rolled up in 


|tempt of Congress convictions of 
Dalton Trumbo and John Howard 
place before November or even ticket sales by “Command Per- 


Lawson until next October at the 


for carrying out this anti-suppres-| December. Hence, if the court of |f0Tmance” benefit at Madison 


sion drive: ‘appeals rules promptly but adver- 

1. Campaigns to abolish munici- |sely for the defense, and the Su- 
pal and state film censorship, even | preme Court decides to take jur- 
if it were to be classified as an at- |isdiction on further appeal, the 
tempt to influence legislation and | case of. “10 unfriendly witnesses” 


thus affect the tax status of the 
organization. 


2. Legal defense of persons 
charged with violation of laws gov- 
erning freedom of expression. 

3. Arouse public opposition to 
control by dominating forces in the 
industries responsive to censorship 
pressure or threats from the Un- 
American Activities Committee. 


4. Support by court action to 
break up monopolistic controls in 
industries, plus legislation toward 
the same end, even if it, too, in- 
a the question of tax exemp- 
tion. 


‘DEAD END KID’ GORCEY 
HELD 6N GUN CHARGE 


Van Nuys, Cal., May 25. 
Leo Gorcey, one of the original 
“Dead End Kids,” was held by lo- 
cal police on suspicion of assault 
with deadly weapons. According 
to police, his estranged wife, Eva- 
line, reported that he shot at her. 





Mrs. Gorcey declared that she’ 


may not be finally decided until 
|late Spring of 1949. 


| ‘The other eight defendants have 
|decided to go along and stand or 
fall on the ultimate decision meted 
out to Lawson and Trumbo. Both 
|sought new trials last Friday (21). 
'Their requests were rejected and 
|each was sentenced to a year’s im- 
|prisonment plus $1,000 fine. Then 
each was released under $1,000 bail 
pending the appeals. Lester Cole, 
another of the “unfriendly witnes- 
ses,” was also in Washington Fri- 
day. He signed a waiver of jury 
trial document similar to what had 
been signed previously by five of 
the other untried defendants. The 
last two, who will sign within the 
next few days, are Ring Lardner, 
Jr., and Adrian Scott. 


Lawson was sentenced by Justice 
Edward Curran who had presided 
at his trial, on the single count of 
refusing to tell the House Unamer- 
ican Activities Committee whether 
he was, or ever had been, a member 
of the communist. party.- When 
Lawson’s attorney, Robert Kenny, 
sought to make a verbal argument 
for a new trial, the judge refused 








private « detectiv _|to hear him, merely accepting a 
rrr a caw _ om brief by Kenny. Then he rejected 
and he fired a gun. Nobody was the brief and passed sentence. 
hit. However, the court permitted Law- 








Square Garden, N. Y., last night 
(Tues.) for the American Overseas 
Aid for Children, the gigantic free- 
shows at the Garden are reaching 
the point of diminishing returns. 
Many shows are now unable to 
pull on their own. Unless a top 
columnist, such as Earl Wilson 
(N. Y. Post) who chairmanned last 
night’s event, or the N. Y. Daily 
News Ed Sullivan, gets behind the 
effort, tieket sales are likely to be 
small. Other method of getting a 
packed Garden is to have either a 
huge selling organization, or put 
the affair inte the hands of a pro- 
fessional promoter who uses 
“boilerroom”’ ‘methods for a charge 
sometimes reaching 35% of the 
gross plus expenses. 
One of the primary factors in the 
decline of free-show pulling power 
is the inability of mary to pay as 
high as $30 per ducat. Frequently 
these same people are hit for hefty 
donations, and sometimes for a 
wad of space in the advertising 
journal. With wartime earnings 
gone, there’s considerably more re- 
sistance in the higher priced seats. 
Another factor is the rebellion 
by the heavy spenders at the same 
entertainers being seen at virtually 
every benefit. It’s like every other 
branch of show business—new 
faces, which presently aren't 
around, are needed to restore 
benefits to their former takes. 
There’s also the rebellion at too- 
many free shows at the Garden. 





son to read a prepared statement 
(something the Unamerican Activ- 
ities Committee would not allow) 


‘Young Bess’ (Kerr ) To before sentence was passed. 


° “When I was called to the hear- 

Follow ‘Edward’ in Eng. ings before the House Unamerican 

; He, 'Activities Committee last October,” 

Metro’s first postwar British pro-| Lawson read in part, “I realized 
duction, “Edward, My Son,” for | that niy whole life as a writer and 
which Spencer Tracy, Deborah 'a citizen was under attack. I re- 
Kerr, producer Edwin Knopf, di- alized. as events have since proved, 
rector George Cukor and Metro’s that the Committee was seeking to 
Hollywood studio publicity chief | gain control of the motion pictures, 
Howard Strickling just sailed to|to dictate its employment and pro- 
London to tee off, is slated for a/| duction policies. I believed then, 
10-week shooting schedule. Metro's | as I believe now, that I was defend- 
second will be “Young Bess,” with | ing the motion picture in defend- 
Miss Kerr in the title role (no|ing my integrity—my very ex- 


In prewar years, there were only 
a few organizations that had 
Theatre Authority sanction to put 
on a Garden show. Today the num- 


ably. The same spenders are asked 
to come to all of them. 

The TA opposition is also being 
spurred by the near-rebellion of 
performcrs who feel that too many 
showings hurt their potential gate 
at theatres and cafes. Lou Walters, 
operator of the Latin Quarter, 
N. Y., recently announced that he 
would no longer sanction perform- 
ers working for him to appear at 
any benefit. He declared that every 
time there’s a big efit in town, 


ber has been increased consider- 


male lead set yet), to follow im- | istence—as a writer. 


mediately. 


Strickling will set up a complete Po sree . 
Anglo-American publicity relation- |“%5 Work, 


ship. His wife joins him June 17 
on the Queen Elizabeth which will 
also take over a sizeable film con- 
tingent, such as the Billy (U) 
Goetzes, the Harry Novaks (he’s 


“ ‘ ‘ his take is hurt for that night and 
tne the accumulation’ of a | Seve! nights afterward 


counts for nothing 
against the order by the Committee 


Sas EC 
i aur as | ae West's British Click 
Spurs a Return in Fall 











Continental sales head for U), and ~* 
others. Clark Gable, who was to} Welles Flying to Italy 


have sailed June 9 on the Queen | im 8 
Mary, isn’t sailing until July 1; On Pirandello-Korda Pic 
— a. Orson Welles was slated to plane 


Warner ‘Task Force’ Cues ‘°° !@!y Jast night (Tuesday) from 
- New York. He’s going to make a 
New Trend to War Pix 


picture there for Sir Alexander 
Hollywood, May 25. 


Warsie’s “Pade Pase? a-dacy Korda. . It will be based on a 
of Naval fighting in the Pacific, has | Pirandello play, with Welles doing 
been taken off.the shelf and as- | the screenplay, producing, direct- 
signed to Jerry Wald for produc- | ing and acting. | 
tion. Story was slated for filming! “Cyrano de Bergerac,” which 
three years ago, but was Shelved| was supposed to’ be Welles’ 
because it was thought the custom- | initialer ynder a three-picture pact 
ers were tired of war. with Korda, has been pushed off 

Metro is currently shooting to next year. While on the Coast 
“Command Decision,” RKO is during the past month, Welles com- 
readying “Battleground,” and sev- pleted editing of “Macbeth,” which 





| obeyed, and has declared me un- 
Her revival of “Diamend Lil” 


/employable.” 
was so successful in Britain that 
she had to take time off “to give 


the British a chance to recuper- 
ate.” That’s the way Mae West de- 
scribed audience reaction to the 
20-year-old play in which she 
starred for the past nine months 
in runs both in the provinces and 
London. Arriving in New York last 
week on the Queen Mary, she’s 
scheduled to train te the Coast 
this week for a summer’s vacation. 

Miss West said she'll return to 
England in the fall for a string of 
vaude p.a.’s. With that out of the 
way the star disclosed she plans 
to revive “Catharine Was Great” 
for London theatregoers. Piece is 
a four-year-old comedy-drama in 
which the actress both wrote and 





eral other lots are cooking up war (he filmed for Republic last year 
tales for early filming. (on a budget of about $700,000. 


starred when it was presented on 


Broadway by Michael Todd. - 


successfully in the past the dire 
threats of other new show biz 
forms, including radio, which is 
free to’ the pubiic as is tele. Good 
pictures will still line "em up at 
the boxoffice if the country’s eco- 
nomic. condition is sound, these 
spokesmen declared. What the film 
industry must do now is concen- 
trate on turning out top quality 
product. 


Survey was conducted among a 
group of families in Hempstead, 
Long Island, by Dr. Thomas E, 
Coffin, head of the Hofstra College 
psychology department. It’s check- 
study to another survey conducted 
by FC &B under the supervision 
of research manager Dr. Alfred B, 
Udow. Coffin’s findings confirm di- 
rectly the FC & B results cited at 
the Society of Motion Picture En- 
gineers’ meet last week by agency 
tele veepee Ralph B. Austrian: 
that 58% of TV families attend 
filmeries less often since they pur- 
chased their sets. 


‘Less Enjoyment From Films’ 


Dr. Coffin’s survey also con- 
firmed another FC&B finding— 
that not only do the setewners go 





Before & After 


Not only are television set- 
owners attending films less 
reguiarly than before they 
bought their sets (as detailed 
in the accompanying story), 
but the majority of those pre- 
viously were among the film 
industry’s best customers. Fol- 
lowing chart, compiled by the 
Foote, Cone & Belding ad 
agency’s research depart- 
ment, shows the “before” and 
“after” filmgoing habits of 211 
setowners queried: 


Befere After 

Television Television 

Attended films 
every few days 57% 5% 
‘Once a week... 33% 68% 
Every 2-3 weeks. 10% 62% 
Once a month... 6% 24% 
Infrequently ... 1% 14% 





less often but some of them “seem 
to get less enjoyment from films, 
after becoming accustomed to the 
convenience of their television 
sets.” When the question of enjoy- 
ment was put to them directly, 
14% said they enjoy films less. 
Significantly, this percentage was 
slightly higher (18%) among those 
who had owned their sets more 
than six months. This finding 
would tend to refute the usual ob- 
servation that the public will for- 
get about tele and return to thea- 
tres, once the novelty wears off. 


Even with these confirmatory re- 


“what the people actually did, not 
just what they thought they. did.” 
Consequently, he took each tele 
family and matched it with a non- 
tele family, as comparable as pos- 
sible in every point except the pos- 
session of a video set. First week in 
May was chosen, with each family 
queried on just who had attended 
how many motion pictures during 
this week. Each group constituted 
135 families, comprising 1,006 peo- 
ple in all. For every 100 people in 
the non-tele families, there had 


|} been 62 attendances at filmeries 


that week, while for every 100 
members of tele families, there 
Had been only 50 attendances—a 
drop-off of 12, amounting to 20%. 


34% Dropoff 


“The decrease in attendance,” 
according to Dr. Coffin, “was evi- 
dent in all the socio-economic 





groups, but was most pronounced 





sults, Coffin decided to ascertains 


Tele Nicks Pix 


from page 1 








in the great middle group, where 
the dropoff amounted to 34%, 
Likewise, the rate of attendance 
aoes not pick up after the novelty 
of the set wears off—the figure 
was the same for those who had 
got their sets recently as for those 
who had them months or years. It 
seems that once lost, the customer 
is not regained.” 


To discover what these attend- 
ance drop-offs meant in dollars and 
cents, Dr. Coffin projected them to 
the country at large. He conceded 
that the projection “is not war- 
ranted in any strict sense, and the 
resulting figure is a very loose one” 
—but pointed out that it does sug- 
gest the inroads tele may come to 
make upon the film industry. “If 
the other 300,000 television fam- 
ilies behaved as my sample did,” 
he said, “they cost the industry at 
average (boxoffice) prices, $66,000 
in lost revenue that week—which 
amounts to a yearly rate of loss of 
$3,400,000.” He implied, in addi- 
tion, that this figure would increase 
tremendously, since the number of 
video sets is expected to triple by 
the end of this year. 


Chi Femmes True To 
Form in Video Poll 


Chicago, May 25. 

Poll of morning program prefer- 
ences of 2,000 femmes in Chi 
homes with tele sets, recently com- 
pleted by station WBKB, points to 
fashions, cooking demonstrations 
and household hints as leaders for 
a.m. lensing. Under system that 
permitted more than one choice, 
some 4,000 preferences were listed 
for 25 types of shows. 


Toppers were fashions, 646; 








‘| cooking demonstrations, 617, and 


household hints, 615; followed by 
drama, 293; music, 284; sewing, 
176; reducing exercises, 176; in- 
terior decoration, 166; child care 
and psychology, 123; beauty hints, 
118, and comedy, 108. Audience 
participation shows got only 80 
choices; news, 95; travelogs and 
films, 68. Lowest pollers were 
sports, 19; bridge lessons, 14, and 
etiquette, 11. 

Same poll, but restricted to one 
choice per femme, shows that most 
prefer 10 a.m. as the best time 
for a 60-minute morning program. 
Count was less than 50 for 8 a.m.; 
120 for 9 am.; 50 for 9:30 am.; 
590 for 10 a.m.; 475 for 10:30 a.m.; 
325 for 11 a.m., and less than 50 
for 11:30 a.m. 


4 WB Officials 


Continued from page 1 








by waive increase in salary for the 
year 1948, as called for in our con- 
tracts.” Each of the four- have 
five-year tickets, made Dec. 31, 
1945, providing for annual boosts. 

With their pacts now frozen for 
the year at the 1947 level, Kalmen- 
son and Kalmine are receiving 
$112,700 apiece. Schneider's pay 
comes to $91,700 for the same 


stretch and Blumenstock’s at 
$69,200. 
Meanwhile, Warners has pre- 


paid another instalment on its bank 
loans bringing the total of its 1m 
debtedness down to $15,910,000. 
Prepayment of $1,591,000 was 
turned over early this month. In 
stalment was due May 1, 1949, but 
| the company has the right to make 
earlier payments. 

Similar prepayment was made 
by Warners in November. 1947, 
when a $1,591,000 slice of the 
debt, originally due in November, 
| 48, was retired. 
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$45,000,000 U.S. PIX LOGJAMME 





Semenenko Syndicate Yens Control 
Of Republic; Doubt Yates Will Sell 





A syndicate of financial and film + 


men has been in preliminary nego- | 
tiation with Republic prexy and 
principal stockholder Herbert J. 
Yates, it has been learned, to buy 
out his controlling interest in the 
producing-distributing company. 
The syndicate is headed by Boston 
banker Serge Semenenko. It in-| 
cludes some of the same film men 
who were interested in acquiring 
United Artists last year and RKO a 
few weeks ago, but New York cir- 
cuit operator Si Fabian, who was | 
a principal in both of those efforts, 





| 


is understood not in on the Rep | 


deal. . 

Yates and the syndicate are re-| 
portedly still far apart on terms, | 
with a deal unlikely. Rep prez is | 
understood holding out for $8 ay 
share, which would give him be- 
tween $2,500,000 and $3,000,000 for 
his stock in Rep and its ¢holding 
company, Associated Motion Pic- 
ture Industries. 

Semenenko and his group are 
understood offering a price per 
share more closely in line with the 
current New York stock exchange 
quotation of around $4. Yates con- 
trols approximately 350,000 of the 
1,700,000 shares outstanding, or | 
about 20%. This is plenty to give 
the holder ‘control. 

Associates and close friends of 
Yates put a big “if’’ in the deal. 
Yates has told them he’s over the 
emotional attachment for the com- 
pany ‘that resulted from his nurs- 
ing and developing it to its present 
important stature in the industry. 
He has stated that he is ready to 
sell if a proper bid comes along. 

Herb Yates’ Baby 

Those close to him, however, 
doubt it. They think that even if 
the bidders met the high price set 
for the shares by Yates, he’d find 
some other good reason for not 

(Continued on page 16) 


KRS WANTS MORE U. S. 
REPS ON FILMS’ COUNCIL 


London,. May 25. 

Kinematograph Renters Society 
has registered a strong protest 
with the Board of Trade for failing 
to select any American distributor 
“to sit on the Films Council advis- 
ory body. Previous U. S. reps 
were Columbia’s Joe Friedman and 
Metro’s Sam Eckman, Jr. Both 
are managing directors for their 
firms here. 

New nominees for the advisory 
body are Sir Arthur Jarratt of 
British Lion and Reginald Baker 
of Ealing Studios. Since both 
execs are producers rather than 





distributors, the amount of film- | 


makers on the panel stands to be 
overwhelming. 


H’wood: Studio Probe 


Resting Very Quietly 
_ Washington, May 25. 

It begins to look here as though 

House Labor Committee may 

utter a “pax vobiscum” over its 

Suspended probe of the Hollywood 

Studio strikes and let the investi- 

gation rest quietly without further 
stirring up of the bones. 

When Westbrook Pegler notified 
the boys the other day that he} 
Would be unable to show up May 
25 for a one-day hearing on his 
knowledge of the old Bioff-Browne 
deal, the hearing was promptly 
Post poned—indefinitely. 

Rep. Carroll Kearns (R., Pa.), 
chairman of the investigating sub- 
committee, wants to make another 
quickie junket to Hollywood in the 
ate summer to take further testi- 
— there from State Senator 
a Tenney and from any others 
- ose names were mentioned in 
; € hearings and who want to give 
fo mony. However, the other 
ee members of the subcommittee 

On't like the idea and it seems 
Probable that Kearns will be talked 





out of his plan. That would be the 
pee. of this Congress and the 


of the investigation. Another 
Probe in the Bist Congress would 
ave to start from scratch and it is 


Johnston Pitching For 


More Femme Filmgoers 


Hollywood, May 25. 

Eric Johnston, prexy of the Mo- 
tion Picture Assn. of America, will 
make a pitch for femme film cus- 
tomers at the national convention 
of the General Federation of 
Women’s Clubs in Portland, Ore., 
this week. Thursday (27) is de- 
signated as “Motion Picture Day.” 

Johnston will be supported by 
George Murphy, Screen Actors 
Guild chief, 
director of community relations for 
the MPAA. 


H wood Setting 
Pattern in N. Y. 
On Labor Strife 


Fear that film labor unions in 
New York will duplicate the pat- 
tern of jurisdictional disputes 
which has paralyzed Hollywood 
studios in the past is growing 
among major homeoffice execs. 
Concern over the continuation of 
smooth operations in the vital 
financial center of N. Y. sprouted 
last week as AFL and CIO locals 
stripped for a fight to control 
about 5,000 white-collarites in the 
film offices. 

First shot 





in the labor. war 
International Alliance of Theatri- 
cal Stage Employees, AFL, which 
claimed it had signed up a major- 
ity of the 200 employees at United 
Artists formerly in the _ bailiwick 
of the Screen Office & Professional 
Employees Guild, CIO. 

Hitting SOPEG from another 
flank, UA broke off new contract 
negotiations with the union on 
grounds that it refused to comply 
with Taft-Hartley act provisions re- 
quiring anti-Communist affidavits 
from all union execs. Declaring 
that “it is deeply concerned about 

(Continued on page 16) 


FDR NSH B.0. in Film ~ 


Version as When Alive, 





United Artists is having a hard 
push peddling “The Roosevelt 
| Story,” the feature-length docu- 
mentary it released last July, 
detailing the career of the late 
President. 

Exhib opposition throughout the 


-|country has been strong. Film has 


played only about 800 dates and 
has returned less than $100,000 to 
UA. Picture was compiled from 
newsreel clips, dating back to 1905, 
by Tola Productions, comprising 
New York circuit operator Harry 
Brandt; his general manager, Mar- 
tin Levine, and Oliver Unger. 
Exhibitor opposition to the film 
seems to have a number of bases. 
(Continued on page 20) 


AMBASSADOR GRIFFIS 
STRESSES FILMS’ ROLE 


Importance of American films as 
a propaganda medium was stressed 
last week by Stanton Griffis, U. S. 
Ambassador to Poland and chair- 
man of Paramount’s’ executive 
board. Arriving aboard the Queen 
Mary to attend State Dept. con- 
ferences in Washington, he said 
that he had set up a motion picture 
theatre at the Warsaw legation 
where films are shown three times 
weekly. 

The theatre, Griffis declared, 
was started after he came to Po- 
land. Polish government officials 
and other diplomats attend regu- 
larly and reaction has been “very 
good.” Griffis declined comment 
on reports he may return to the 








unlikely that will happen. 


film business. 


and Arthur DeBra, | 


was fired last week by Local H-63, | 


UA Sales Dept. Finds 


London, May 25. 

A nine months’ backlog of 
American films, which in ordinary 
times of a free market would have 
brought U. S. 
| $45,000,000 or more in British rev- 
|enues, is piling up here without a 
| chance in the world of being play- 
ed off. Refusal by the Gaumont- 
British and Odeon circuits, both 
controlled by J. Arthur Rank, to 
cancel bookings of British reissues 








of Yank distribs making up for the 
i loss of playing time which occur- 
red as a result of the November- 
to-March period when no new 
American pix entered the United 
Kingdom. ’ 
These reissues, along with new 
British product and a smattering 
of leftover Yank pix, will carry the 
circuits through the summer. Dur- 
ing that entire period, only a few 
American films will be able to 
play these chains. British houses 
customarily book films six months 
in advance and when the Anglo- 
American tax accord was reached 
in March, the theatres were al- 
ready booked solid until October. 


Contract Stymied? 


Rank officials say there is no 
possibility of American distribs 
(Continued on page 20) 


EL in the Black 
Past Five Weeks 


| Eagle Lion has been operating 
|in the black for the past five 


| weeks. Robert R. Young outfit, 


‘after sloughing through red ink 


since it started almost 18 months 
ago, has been racking up billings 
for more than a month now that 
are equal to or a shade better than 
overhead. 

Operating costs are currently 
running. between $250,000 and 
$300,000 weekly for the studio and 
distribution setup. Income from 
film rentals, which for a long time 
had come nowhere near the com- 
pany’s outlay, have now hit th 
break-even marker. 

Major reason for the upturn, it 
is believed, is that a considerable 
backlog of product has now been 
built up in the exchanges and 
there’s a broader base of pictures 
from which to draw income. In ad- 
| dition, of course, there are: a num- 
| ber of individual pictures that have 
| been doing fairly well recently. 

Improved income - getters cur- 


(Continued on page.54) 
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majors a total of | 








Theatre Circuit 


for $40,-$45,000,000 





Eire Pic Fans Irked Over 





spells curtains to any possibility | 


| 
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| 
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| 





Washington, May 25. 
Failure of American films “to 
portray realistic situations” is vio- 


formed segments of the Irish 
motion picture audiences, U. S. 
Department of Commerce reports 
in a survey of pix in Eire. 

“It is considered that the films 
are usually geared to the mentality 
of a child,” declares the report 
written by George M. Finish of 


1our Consulate General in Dublin, 


and released by Nathan D. Golden, 
chief of Commerce’s motion pic- 
ture-photograpnhic branch. 


Skouras, Balaban 
Press for Film 


Consent Decree 


The drive for a consent deeree 
in the Government anti-trust ac- 
tion, without awaiting new hear- 
ings before the Federal statutory 
court, is gradually taking shape 
with two Big Five prexies now be- 
hind “the move. Support for an 
amicable ending to the 10 years of 
litigation is currently being given 
by Spyros Skouras, prexy of 20th- 
Fox, and Barney Balaban, Para- 
mount’s prexy. Reportedly, they’re 
in favor of proffering the Dept. of 





| Justice substantial concessions in 


return for an axing of the suit. 

Understood that Skouras and 
Balaban want to win the backing 
of other major prexies before 
drafting a specific proposal for a 
decree. They’re convinced, it’s 
said, that some degree of divesti- 
ture will be ordered by the lower 
court after hearings and that a 
strong effort should be made for 
a_ satisfactory settlement which 
would end uncertain conditions in 
the industry. 

So convinced is Balaban of the 


(Continued on page 55) 





‘Boys Town’ Again 
Hollywood, May 25. 

Metro is reported readying a re- 
issue of ‘Boys Town” to capitalize 
on the widespread publicity fol- 
lowing the death of Father Flana- 
gan in Berlin. 

Picture was made in 1938, with 
Spencer Tracy and Mickey Rooney 
in the top roles. 











National Boxoffice Survey 
Warm Weather, Labor Rows Nip B.O.s—‘Curtain’ 


| 


‘Holds .Up; ‘River,’ ‘Fuller,’ ‘Apache,’ ‘Arch’ Strong 


Hit by warm. to hot weather, 
labor troubles in several key cities 
and a shortage of new releases west 
of Broadway, the national box- 
office picture fell way off this 
'stanza. Topheavy number of re- 
issues playing in key cities covered 
by VARIETY is considered as con- 
tributing to the downbeat trend. 
| “Iron Curtain” (20th) tops the 
‘national b.o. parade for the second 
ieconsecutive week although returns 
‘are beginning 
|smash $500,000 showing during the 
| first week. Controversial film is 
still getting enough press breaks 
via editorial comment to keep the 
wickets spinning. 

Following close behind are “Sil- 
ver River” (WB) and “Fuller Brush 
Man” (Col). Duo is coining good 
business although playing in fewer 
spots than “Iron Curtain.” “Arch 
of Triumph” (UA) is registering 
strongly in several keys but is only 
mild in Boston and New York 
where it’s in its fifth week. 

“Fort Apache” (RKO) is gaining 
momentum with a strong initial 
pace being set in Boston and Cin- 
cinnati. “Sitting Pretty” (20th), 











“Berlin Express” (RKO) and “State 
of the Union” are traveling at a 
moderate clip. “Summer Hokday,” 
(M-G), opening in a few more keys 
this week, continues strongly and 
“Lady From Shanghai” (Col) looks 
bright in Philadelphia and Port- 
land, Ore. . 

“Sainted Sisters’ (Par), ‘To the 


Victor” (WB) and “Women In 
White” are tepid while “Letter 
|From an Unknown Woman” (U) 


to slip from the|and “Four Faces West” (UA) are 


failing to jell. In Cleveland and 
Philly, “Mourning Becomes Elec- 
tra” (RKO) is doing poorly. Re- 
turning at pop prices in Washing- 
ton, “Duel In the Sun” (SRO) is 
only so-so there, but is galloping 
along in Cleveland. 

“Homecoming” (M-G), in its 
second week in Philly, is still the 
hottest draw in town. “River 
Lady” (U) is meeting only a fair 
reaction in Chicago although busi- 
ness generally in that ‘town is 
keeping an even keel. “Hazard” 
(Par) is doing neatly both in Chi 
and Detroit. 

(Complete Boxoffice 
Pages 11-13.) 


Reports 


‘Lack of H’wood Realism’ 


* Howard Hughes is offering the 
entire RKO theatre circuit for sale, 
according to reports in Wall street 
Monday (24) and _ reverberated 
throughout the trade this week. 
Plane manufacturer and indie pro- 
| ducer, who obtained control of all 
| of RKO’s facilities only two weeks 


| lently criticized. by the better in-/ ago, is said to be endeavoring to 


| unload the circuit at terms which 
| would give him the company’s pro- 
| duction-distribution setup without 
cost—and cash to boot. 

Hughes’ price was reported in 
the financial sector to be $40,000,- 
000 to $45,000,000 for the 109 
wholly-owned theatres plus inter- 
| ests in other circuits. He paid $8,- 
825,500 for a 24% interest in RKO 
or, in other words, a valuation of 
about $37,000,000 for the whole 
company. 

That the theatres alone might 
well be worth more than the totdl 
evaluation paid by Hughes was 
well understood in the industry. 
It Was for that reason, as a matter 
of fact, that several syndicates 
made last -minute efforts to obtain 
control at prices larger than what 
Hughes offered. 

As a matter of fact, Wall street- 
ers are said to be pegging the price 


(Continued on page 55) 


DEPINET SEES HUSHES 
AS ‘UNDISPUTED CHAMP’ 


Howard Hughes “is the type of 
man who will not be content until 
RKO is the undisputed champion,” 
Ned Depinet, RKO’s exec veepee, 
declared yesterday (Tues.) after re- 
turning from 10 days of Coast con- 
fabs with the company’s new cone 
trolling stockholder; Floyd B. Od- 
lum, board chairman of Atlas; 
Peter Rathvon, RKO prexy; and 
Dore Schary, productian chief. 


“I am very favorably impressed 
by Mr. Hughes’ ideas and intén- 
tions,” Depinet added. “He reveals 
high ambitions for our company.” 

Depinet also declared that “in 
having Mr. Hughes as its principal 
shareholder, RKO gains not only 


(Continued on page 16) 
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Indies Revert to Subsequent 


Runs for Greater Margin of Profit; 
2-Week Limit Hurting Loop Grosses 





Chicago, May 25. * 

Some of the former subsequents | 
here are discovering that the privi- 
lege of being a first-run, presented 
to them by the courts, isn’t neces- 
sarily a source of unmitigated joy 
and profit. Number of the nabes 
that tried copping initial-runs for 
their areas are quietly returning 
to their subsequent status finding | 
it moré profitable. 

The early runs push up grosses 
all right, they’ve found, but the 
catch is that they also push up film 
rentals to a point where the net 





Loew Cuts Theatre Debt 


Reduction of mortgage principal 


and a substantial slashing of inter- 
est payments has been effected by 
| Loew’s on its Tilyou theatre, Coney 
Island. Under a new 
'Loew’s has reduced its principal to 
$366,100 from an original $408,100 
and halved interest to 2% 
' ally. 
‘been upped to $31,000 yearly and 


mortgage, 


annu- 
Amortization payments have 


is below what it was before. AN (the maturity date advanced to Dec. 
instance is found in one Cicero /}1Q 1957. 


house which had been playing | 


Transaction was closed with 


eight to 10 weeks after the Loop. | Bank of the Manhattan Co., mort- 
Average gross for the theatre un- | gagor of the house. 


der the old setup had been around 
$2,000, By snaring the first-ran 
engagements for a territory of 
some five or 

weekly 
However, where film rentals had 
previously averaged $400 a week, 
they jumped to $1,800 under the | 
necessity of liberal bids to get the 
first runs. In other words, it cost 
$1,400 to get an extra $1,000 at the 
b.o. 

Previously, he had bought every- 
thing on flat rental, under the bid- 
ding system, pictures were on per- 
centage with a liberal guarantee. 








a 
six miles around, | [Vf | S 
receipts kited to $3,000. | é a) Urprises, 
| 


Sells Away From 
Minn. Amus. Co. 


Minneapolis, May 25. 
Bombshell hit Minneapolis film 


A backfire of the Jackson Park | circles in the form of action by 
decision limiting runs of major \_G in selling three of its firstrun 
pictures away from the Minnesota 


theatres in the Loop to two weeks | 
has also hit the indie Woods. | 
Theoretically in a fine situation to 
cash in on the JP decree by its 


Amus, . : ” 
which has had them exclusively | distribution 


; fof years. The recipients are the 
ability to hold pix for long runs, | Schreiber P 


Co. (Paramount circuit), 


interests of Detroit, 


DeMille Skips the Loop 
Chicago, May 25. 
“Unconquered,” Cecil B. De- 
Mille’s Technicolor pic, is 
skipping the Loop houses on 
its regular first-run showings 
here because of the peculiar 
workings of the Jackson -Park 
decree. The Paramount film, 
instead, opens the first week in 
June at_a number of outlying 
and nabe houses in day-and- 
date performances. 
Paramount sales execs con- 
sidered slotting it for a Loop 
theatre but dropped the idea 
because the film could only 
run one week under the de- 
cree. That’s because it al- 
ready played at advanced ad 
missions in Chi and any sub- 
sequent engagement at regu- 
lar or upped prices has a dne- 
week ceiling clamped on it. 


‘Par Proxies Disclose 
Top Echelon Salaries 
Stabilized in 1947 


Paramount’s wage nut for top 
|atheers of the company was held 
at a fixed point during 1947 varying 
only slightly with the year before, 
lcompany's proxy statement for- 
; warded to stockholders this week 
|discloses. Fee and salary bite 
‘amounted to $1,199,783 in ‘47 
|against $1,188,116 in the preceding 
| stanza. Only substantial raise 
handed out during the year went 
to Henry Ginsberg, production 
, veepee, whose take hit $241,000, an 
|advance of $26,000. 

Comparison of proxies indicate 
|that smaller boosts were granted 
Leonard H. Goldenson, theatre 
head: Austin C. Keough, general 
counsel; and Charles M. Reagan, 
veepee. Goldenson 
| took $91,000 against $85,000 for the 
\year_ preceding; Keough, $91,000 











results have not been altogether | which landed the trio for its Ly- | against $85,000; and Reagan, $86,- 


satisfactory. 

What has -happened is that all) 
Loop biz has dropped because po- | 
tential patrons realize there’s no, 
use rushing into town to see a film, | 
when, within a matter of a few 


weeks, it will be in the nabes. As| ¢ 
a result of this dearth of Loop pa- | ;, 


tronage, the Woods’ business has ' 
-dropped, too. Similarly innocently | 
suffering is the Monroe, which is | 
also privileged to give films un- >} 
limited runs under the JP decree. 





attractions. 


In this territory, it represents the 
rst break in a policy which has 
ad practically all product of the 


ceum, legitimate roadshow house | 233 against $81,482. 
which has been’ playing dual re- 
issues and occasional foreign and | UP 
roadshow films in between stage | Zukor, 


Number of salary cuts also turn | week to their stockholders, both | 


under comparison. 
board chairman, pulled 
down $109,750 compared to $136,- 
,400 in 46. Barney Balabamn’s take 
leame to $156,000 against $159,000. 
|He also received an expense allow- 


major distributors to the Para-| ance of $20,800. Pay of Y. Frank 
mount and RKO Theatres for first- Freeman, studio veepee, was shaded 
runs here. 


W. H. Workman, M-G branch 


manager, explained selling of three 


away from Minnesota 


Lawrence $ New Exec VP Amus. " eagfewnaats what company 


regards as compliance with the re- 
cent Supreme Court decision. Deci- 
sion says every situation is entitled 
to “a run” and that no exhibitor 
veepee in charge of public rela-|can be deprived of chance to get it. 


Title With U.S. Rank Org. | 


Jock Lawrence, who's been | 


' 


“tions for the J. 


Arthur Rank of-| Consequently, Workman said, let- 


fice in the U. S. since its formation |ters offering pictures went to 


in 1945, has been upped to the post ‘all firstrun exhibitors here. The 
of executive veepee. Hoisting of Schreibers made the best bid and 


Lawrence gives him the authority | get them, he explained. 
to hand out policy-making  de-| 


extended period. 
the U. S. org’s board, which is 


European theatre of operations. 


Skourases’ School Pic 





duced a one-reel short, starring 


cation Assn., which is campaigning 
for better schools in New York. 


It was produced by Skouras The- 
atres Community Service Presen- 
tations, set up and financed by 
Spyros and George Skouras for 
that purpose. The estimated cost 
of the short was $5,000, with the 
three stars appearing gratis. Jack 
Gordon, of Fox Movietone, di- 
rected. 


381G Indiana Trust Suit 


Indianapolis, May 25. 
Fred V. and Eva M. Willey, own- 





ers of Fox, Brazil, filed $381,000 | Mission’s 


damage suit in Federal court at 
Terre Haute last week against Af- 
filiated Theatres, Indianapolis: 
Citizens Theatre Co., Brazil, and 
producer. and distributor compa- 
nies, charging conspiracy in re- 
straint of trade. 

They allege they were forced to 
— and sell equipment in May, 
946, because of inability to buy 
eurrent pix. 





| 


j 





At the same _ time, 


sewed up. 


Ever since termination of Minne- 
Co.-RKO Theatres 
The Skouras brothers have pro- >0oking pool a few years ago 

- | Minnesota Amus. has had all of 
Henry Fonda and Tex and Jinx Metro product exclusively, the 
(Falkenburg) McCrary, which they | 54me as before pool. Even during 
will show in all their theatres in POO! all excepting a few M-G 
New York in- the next few weeks , Pictures were spotted into Minne- ; 
to raise funds for the Public Edu- | 5°ta Amus, houses. 


sota Amus. 


Surprising development means. 


in effect, that Minneapolis has an- 
Picture was shot Monday (24) at | other important firstrun theatre in 
Fox Movietone studios, N. Y. It is , opposition to the Minnesota Amus. 
titled “These Are Your Schools.” Co. and RKO Theatre downtown 
houses and the Ted Mann inde- 
pendent sureseater World Theatre. 





Protestant Film’s 100 


Preems in Blitz Debut 
In a lakeoff on the film indus- 
try’s blitz mass preems, Religious 


however, 
cisions at times when Robert Ben- | Workman said, there’s no certainty 
jamin, prexy of the outfit, is ab- that the company will continue to 
sent from the homeoffices for any sell more pictures to the Lyceum 
'or to any account other than Min- 
Lawrence is also a member of | nesota Amus. 

Pictures are “Summer Holiday,” 
chairmanned hy Rank. During the | “Homecoming” and “The Pirate.” 
war, he served as chief public re-| Lyceum opened immediately this 
lations officer for the U. S. Army’s week, on three days’ notice, with 
| first-named, right after deal was 


| to $130,000 from a former $132,500. 
Handsome sum of $200,000 was 
| garnered by Simpson, Thacher & 
| Bartlett in legal fees for repping 
\the company. 
Co. took $102,303 as brokerage 
commissions. 
All 16 directors are proposed for 
reelection at the annual stock- 
holders’ meet set for June 15. 


Hayward Buys Pic 





screen rights to “Morning Star,” 


produce it independently. 


cast, and no release has 
arranged. 


stein, 2d, of “Tales of the South 
> | Pacific,” the Pulitzer Prize novel 
by James Michener. The producer 
has also optioned a new comedy, 
“The Fundamental George,” by 


No Bing, Fans Clamor 


’ Boston, May 25. 

Plenty outraged customers, 14,- 
000 of them, yammered at the Bos- 
ton Garden last week when Bing 
Crosby, billed as top guest on a 
“Cavaicade of Stars” benefit for a 
hero motorman who figured in a 
recent street car accident, failed to 
show. 

Crosby’s appearance had been 
widely advertised in Hub newspa- 
pers. by the Boston City Council, 
which sponsored the benefit. 
Turned out that a councilman had 
wired to Crosby in New York in- 





Film Assm: has set simultaneous | viting him t bs 
y ‘ . & him to appear. Crosby, how 
openings in 100 U. S. and Canadian ever, apparently didn’t get the 


cities for the Protestant Film Com- 
second religious film, 
“My Name Is Han.” Documentary 
preems June 15 and then will make 
rounds of thousands of 


the 
churches. 

“Han” was photographed en- 
tirely in China and ali thesping is 
done by-Orientale [ts thewing is 
sponsored by 19 major éenomuima- 
tions and 13 interdenominationsl 
agencies. First film. “Bewond Our 


| Own,” was released last November. 


wire, the council didn’t get a reply, 
and the audience didn’t get Crosby. 


‘TOP THIS’ IN 1ST REELS 


First of the “Can You Top 
'This?” two-reelers will be shot 
dune 1-3 at Pathe studios, N. Y. 

| Columbia will release reels 
adapied from the Senator Ford- 
Joe Laurie, Jr-Harry Hershfield 
radio show, in which the airshow’s 
principals will be featured. 

| Max Wylie and John C. Gibbs, 








Hemphill, Noyes & | 


On Hayward’s immediate slate is 
the production, with Joshua Logan, 
of a musical adaptation by Rich- 
ard Rodgers and Oscar Hammer- 


Big Bookkeeping Writeoffs Bring — 
RKO’s 1947 Net Down to $5,085,847 





hd >. € ? 

Preminger’s ‘Fan’ Prance 

Marking another important move 
in the interchange of film talent 
between the U. S. and England, 
20th-Fox director Otto Preminger 
flew to England Sunday (23) to 
‘scout talent for his forthcoming 
'“The Fan,” which he'll both pro- 
‘duce and direct. 
| Film, based on Oscar Wilde's 
\“Lady Windermere’s Fan,” is to 
star Jeanne Crain. Preminger has 





| already started negotiations to ob- | 


| tain Madeleine Carroll for the 
;other femme lead, with George 
Sanders cast for the top male role. 
| Although the picture will be shot 
on the Coast, it’s localed in Eng- 
\land. Preminger reportedly be- 
‘lieves, consequently, that a sup- 
| porting cast composed mostly of 
, Britons will help make the film 
|more authentic and will also boost 
|its boxoffice value in the British 


market. 


Balaban, Rathvon 
In Parallel Stance 
Skirt Divestiture 


industry’s horoscope with reference 


| to the Government’s anti-trust suit 








| In closely parallel statements this 


j}and N. Peter Rathvon, the helms- 
| man for RKO, avoided any tangible 
| predictions as to the results of the 
|recent U. S. Supreme Court deci- 
sion. 


Their wariness plays up the con- 
fusion in the industry which the 
court ruling has left. Legal talent 
for the filmites have underscored 
a number of open questions on 
| which there are interpretations and 
counter-interpretations without 
limit. So far, only Spyros Skouras, 
20th-Fox prexy, has performed 
crystal-balling for public consump- 
+tion. It’s his opinion that divorce- 
ment, if it should come, would still 
leave his company a healthy and 
well-heeled unit. — 


In a letter to Paramount stock- 





Ri hts to SEP Yam holders which accompanied proxy 


statements, Balahan enumerated 


- Leland Hayward has bought the the uncertainties and then con- 


| cluded: “In these circumstances, it 


a Saturday Evening Post short by | is impossible for me to predict the 
Robert Spencer Carr, and plans to outcome of litigation or tell you 
The now. what our position is or will 
reported price was $3,000. Noone be in relation to the numerous 
has been set to direct or for the 
been 


problems which the decision pre- 
sents to us.” 


Rathvon’s way of putting it was: 
“In view of the fact that further 
proceedings must be held, it is 
impossible to foretelk what the- 
atres, if any, your company must 
| dispose of and what general effect 
“The opinion of the Supreme Court 
will have upon the operation of the 
business of your company.” It was 
included in a letter briefing RKO’s 
prospects incorporated in the com- 
pany’s annual report. 

Parallelisms Continue 


As to the all-important poser on 
theatre holdings, both Balaban and 
Rathvon highlight the point that 
the Supreme Court did not rule 
integration illegal as such. Follow- 
ing through, the duo of prexies 
| noted that the lower court was 
, asked to investigate into the de 
tails of acquisition. 





N. Y. to Europe 
Joseph Buxton 
Madeleine Carroll 
Clarence Derwent 
Michel Emer 
Darrell Fancourt 
Martyn Green 
Greta Gynt 
Joan Harrison 
Rita Hayworth 
Sol Hurok 
Margo Jones \ 
Lew Kerner 
Henri Lavorel 
Tilly Losch 
Irving Maas 
W. Stewart McDonald 
Margaret Sullavan 
Orson Welles 
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+ Application of some conservative 


'and its repercussion on film biz. | 


bookkeeping by RKO, designed to 
absorb prespective losses in a year 
when profits were still good, scaled 
that company’s 1947 net down to 
the surprising figtire of $5,085,847 
against a record $12,187,804 for 
1946. The total was all the more 
‘unexpected because the company 
had reported profits of $6,896,632 
‘for the first' nine months of the 
year. It resulted from the last- 
|quarter creation of $2,500,000 in 








ireserves and writeoffs on pix of 
$2,000,000. 
This total of $4,500,000 was 


charged to the °47 profits, accord- 
ing to N. Peter Rathvon, company 
prexy. It consisted of a reserve of 
!$2,000,000 against the cost of cer- 
|tain “completed films; a reserve of 
$500,000 by the reduction of the 
|'book value of investments in for- 
|eign subsids to $1,100,000; and the 
iwriteoff of $2,200,000, mainly in 
linvestments of indie - produced 
| films. Reportedly, a large chunk of 
|the cost of “Mourning Becomes 
| Electra,” the Dudley Nichols pro- 
| duction, was written off. 

First Step of Kind 

| The step was the first of its kind 
period by any 

reserve was 


the postwar 
major.” Foreign 
created, a statement of Rathvon 
said, “because of the continued 
‘trend toward further restrictiens 
in converting foreign currencies 
into dollars.” As for the pix write- 
offs and reserve, it was done “in 
view of experience from exhibition 
of certain feature productions.” 
RKO took a tax credit for the 
writeoff position. No credit is yet 
obtainable on reserves. Writeoffs 
| refer to films which were in release 
during '47 while the reserves cover 
| pix still on the shelves at that 
time. 
Fiscal pundits saw another rea- 


Adolph | Barney Balaban, Paramount's prez, | son for the move in ‘47. Company 


inetted a total of $4,750,000 in capi- 
tal gain during the year from the 
(Continued on page 20) 





N. Y. to L. A. 


Rossano Brazzi 
Guy della Cioppa 
Anita Colby 

Bing Crosby 
Martin Freed 
Irene Gibbons 

L. Wolfe Gilbert 
Maurice Goldstein 
Miriam Hopkins 
Al Jolson 
Bernard M. Kamber 
June Lockhart 
Edward Morey 
Norton Ritchey 
Frank Sinatra 
-Mae West 

Earl Wilson 

Jane Wyatt 


L. A. to N. Y. 


John Alten 
William Bendix 
Joseph Bernhard 
Janet Blair 

Lou Busch 
Jeanne Crain 
Richard Conte 
Linda Darnell 
Rosemary De Camp 
Ned Depinet 
Mary Kay Dodson 
Kirk Douglas 
James Dunn 

L. M. Eckert 
David Flexer 
William Foy 

Bob Goldstein 

Al Herman 
Arthur Hornblow, Jr. 
Saul Jaffe 

John J. Jones 
Stanley Kramer 
Jack Lait 
Barbara Lawrence 
Harold Lloyd 
Bob Longenecker 
Marie MacDonald 
Noel Madison 
Joe Mankiewicz 
Leo McCarey 
Ray Milland 
Louella Parsons 
Jules Seltzer. 
William A. Skall 
Jack Smith 

Ann Sothern 
Mark Stevens 
Murvyn Vye 
Shelly Winters 
Jane Wyman 
Herbert J. Yates 


Europe to N. Y. 
Jacqueline Daniels 
Mrs. Howard Dietz 
Russell Muth 
Phil Reisman 
Eugen Sharin 
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‘TEST SUIT MAY K.0. PIX CENSORS 


3000 Witness Coast Preem’ OF ACI.) MPAA. \Sears Seeks to Hypo Production 











° t 





Theatre-Size 


Tele Projection 





By MIKE CONNOLLY 
Hollywood, May 25. 
20th-Fox and Para- 


+ 


Ryder on Timing 


An important test suit, which if 


MAP COURT GAat 


For UA Distrib as Old Bugaboo Of 
Shortages Faces Co. in November 





Warners, . successful would upset all film 
mount joined hands in Hollywood Hollywood, May 25. censorship boards operating in the 
Friday (21) to present the first On the basis of the theatre- U. S., either on a state or com- * United Artists has that old feel- 


theatre-size_tele- 


high-brilliance 


size video pix shown on War- 


munity basis, is under preparation 


Crosby Quorum 


ing again. Distribution organiza- 


vision pictures ever to be pro- ner Bros. lot last Friday (21), by the American Civil Liberties | tion, which throughout its 30-year 
jected directly on a motion pic- Loren L. Ryder, SMPE prexy, Union for filing in the near future, Hollywood, May 25. |history has chronically suffered 
ture screen under regular theatre declarec: “It’s no longer a it’s been disclosed by Christopher | For the first time in Holly- | from product shortages, faces an- 
conditions. Aftair differed from question of what might be Forster, attorney for the unit. Only | wood history, the entire Crosby other in November. 


the Paramount theatre, Mm Xl, 
demonstration of April 14, when 


Other TV News 


Where the accent is on Pic- 





done .with television but what 
will be done.” 

Proof that the show steered 
studio execs into the video 
groave was seen in calls from 
toppers of rival studios asking 
Ryder for a non-technical re- 








if the Motion Picture Assn. of 
America decides to take on that 
job itself will the ACLU forego the 
move. 

In the light of the statement by 
the U. S. Supreme Court in the 
motion picture anti-trust decision 


| family turns out tomorrow (26) 
night for the preem of Bing’s 
“Emperor Waltz.” 

The groaner, his wife Dixie, 
his father, mother, and two 
brothers will be on hand. 











| Breakdown of indie production, 
| as a result of current difficultées in 
| financing film-making, threaten§ to 

have a critical effect on UA’s fu- 

ture. Gradwell Sears, company’s 
| prexy, is currently on the Coast in 
| a strenuous effort to hypo produc- 


tures-Television, those stories sume of the demonstration. that films “like newspapers and | ° ° | tion for UA release, but is frankly 

are departmentalized on this 'radio, are included in the press | | said to have no-solution to the coin 

page. | whose freedom is guaranteed by C ne ig ing | impasse Ka 
But attention is drawn to the First Amendment,” the MPAA 


other TV news in the Radio 
Dept.; P. 26-27. 


—— 








20th's $1,000,000 


is also considering a similar action. 
Proposal for the MPAA to carry 
the ball on suclva test action has 


Company has a couple pictures 
on its books currently on which it 
is pegging hopes to make a good 


Off Forced Sale | financial showing this summer and 


s Yard bouts > ° been made to the industry group learly fal Hi eats 
ve Heeroma tae woe be| QUDSIC for Frisco |2.3ci;in.ing tm ot Inev's "Time of, Your ‘Lite’ “aa 
ve seamed to the screen. Fri- ter. ACLU is waiting an MPAA ive Houses lowaré Heute’ “aaa ties” tee 

v4 . , les reply from. Eric Johnston, its er : SIE 
( Biengeawd ve geal oe an T | If & Wh eevee. before taking its own fey nie sates ot reg 
aneous with the sprints. e e él The challenge to the entire sys- Washington, May 25. | However, it has in all only nine 


RCA provided the equipment. 
Society of Motion Picture Engi- 
neers hosted the event, which was 
staged om Stage 7 on the Warner 
lot in Burbank. “Coincidence” of 
SMPE and National Assn. of 
Broadcasters holding their con- 
ventions here simultaneously was 
roved to be something less than 
hat when the NABers showed up 
at Warners with invites. Also pres- 
ent were a number of film com- 
pany toppers. 

Telecast from Par’s television 


(Continued on page 16) 


Ist Refusal Rights 
Too Costly So Metro 
Drops Script Contest 


Metro announced yesterday 
(Tuesday) that it had discontinued 
its prize novél contests. While 
some studio execs favored going 
ahead, general feeling was that re- 
sults weren’t worth the heavy coin 
outlay. Prizes were a minimum of7 
$150,000 and a maximum of $250,- 
000 (hinging on book’s winning 
Pulitzer prize, etc.), making it the 
heaviest literary award in history. 

Objections to the contest were 
manifold. One of the most impor- 
tant is the fact that out of the 
four contests.so far run, only one 

rizewinning book has been filmed, 
lizabeth Goudge’s “Green Dolphin 
Street,” the 1944 award-getter. 

The other four novels obtained 
through the contest (there were 
two prizes given in the last one) 
represent more than $500,000 sit- 
ting on the shelf. 

Still another thing was that 
Metro wasn’t getting sufficient ex- 
clusivity in seeing the books sub- 
mitted. In other words, despite 
the big prize money, other com- 
panies were gandering the novels 
at the same time and all M-G was 
actually getting for its money was 

rst-refusal rights. 


Eastern SDG Pitching 
For Newsreels and Video 


Pressing its drive to standardize 
working conditions and _ salary 
rates in over 100 non-commercial 
film studios in the east, eastern 
Screen Directors Guild execs 
Opened joint negotiations yester- 
day (Tuesday) in New York with 
reps of 10 leading indie producers 
in this area. Latter outfits, organ- 
ized into an informal body, are 
likely to be the nucleus of a pro- 
jected association which would co- 
ordinate non-theatrical film pro- 
duction activities along the lines 
of the Motion Picture Assn. of 
America. 

For the first time since its for- 
mation, SDG will move to ink con- 
tracts for directors employed by 
March of Time and RKO Pathe, 
two of the largest producers of 
films in the east. Guild, covering 








'when and if basis. 





(Continued on page 20) 


Apparently confident of snagging 
Federal Communications Commis- 
sion permission to build a tele- 
vision station in San Francisco, 
20th-Fox has now created a wholly- 
owned subsidiary with an au- 
thorized capitalization of $1,000,000 
to take over that operation on a 
The new unit, 
first in the video field to be formed 
by 20th, has been incorporated in 
California under the label 20th 
Century-Fox of California, Inc. 

Newcomer has. been already 
given a sendoff by the transfer of 


$100,000 from 20th coffers in re- | 


turn for 1,000 shares of common 
at $100 par. Total authorized issue 
is 10,000 shares. Balance of 9,000 
shares have been subscribed to by 
20th and can be paid for at par at 


lany time or from time-to-time prior 


to April 13, 1950, under the terms 
of incorporation. 

Specific function of subsid is to 
operate a Frisco station in event 
the FCC grants a license. Com- 
pany would spend $563,014 on a 
plant and underwrite expenses up 
to $600,000 for the first year. It 
would locate its studios at the Fox 
Theatre building. - 

New subsid is facing competition 
from seven other applicants in 
Frisco for channel 11, including 
Paramount, CBS, oilman Edwin 
Pauley, Don Lee, Leland Holzer, 
KSAN and KSBR-FM, and San 
Bruno. FCC hearings started in 
Frisco Monday (24). 


JOHNSTON ABROAD ON 
FRENCH PIC CHANGES 


Eric Johnston has_ tentatively 
set mid-July as the date for his 
planned trip to Paris to confab on 
changes requested by the French 
government in the Blum-Byrnes 
agreement. French want to ex- 
tend from four weeks to seven 
weeks each quarter the time al- 
lotted in their cinemas to domes- 
tic pictures. 

Motion Pictures Assn. of Amer- 
ica prexy will also seek to free 
part of approximately $15,000,000 
in funds of U. S. companies frozen 
in France. It’s believed that with 
Marshall Plan money going into 
the country, it may be possible to 
thaw some of the coin, but it will 
probably all be part of a deal 
focussing around relaxation of the 
terms of the Blum-Byrnes accord. 








Deny Chi Injunction 
Chicago, May 25. 

Kimbark theatre’s petition for a 
preliminary injunction 
double - featuring in Balaban & 
Katz’s Tivoli, Tower and Maryland 
houses was denied by Judge Mi- 
chael Igoe in Chi federal district 
court Friday (21). Such action, said 
Judge Igoe, would require a full 
hearing. 

Harry Nepo, owner of the Kim- 


bark, early this year filed an anti-' 


trust suit against majors. 


against | 


tem of licensing nov’ in use in the 
U. S. will be presented on the 
broadest possible ground, accord- 
ing to Forster. ACLU’s claim will 
be that the Supreme Court has 
nixed any form of licensing what- 
soever. Action will undoubtedly 
wind up before that same bench 
for its interpretation of its its own 
statement. 

Forster pointed out that no 
license is needed for publishing a 
book or newspaper. Since the 
high court has~bracketed pix with 
| newspapers and radio, it should 
| have the same immunity from that 
form of regulation, he said. While 
| there’s a recognized right of com- 
munities to bar obsence _per- 
formances or publications, that’s 
not a subject of licensing but 
rather prosecution under penal 
laws. 

ACLU intends to carefully se- 
lect the state to test licensing and 
induce an exhibitor to bring the 
action fn his own name with the 

(Continued on page 20) 


H. M. Warner Likens 
Nabe Filmery to Church, 
School as Social Force 


Washington, May 25. 

The neighborhood film house 
rates with the church and school 
as an important factor in further- 
ing community programs, Harry M. 
Warner, prez of Warner Bros., de- 
clared here yesterday (24). 

“The motion picture theatre has 
a unique identity in any com- 
munity,” Warner added in an ad- 
dress before the convention of the 
National Council for Community 
Improvement. “It is a social and 
recreational meeting place. It is a 
spur to sound business on Main 
street. It fulfills a community 
need for a good recreation outlet. 
And, even while it entertains, it 
also often renders a patriotic, edu- 
cational and public service.” 


Skouras Flies to Coast 
On Tele, Pix Matters 


Twentieth- Fox prez Spyros 
Skouras flies to the Coast tonight 
(Wednesday), immediately follow- 
ing the testimonial dinner being 
tendered 20th sales chief Andy W. 
Smith, Jr., at the Waldorf-Astoria, 
N. Y. 

Skouras plans to spend several 
days huddling with production 
chief Darryl F. Zanuck and other 
studio execs before heading for 
San Francisco to sit in on the 
Federal Communications Commis- 
sion hearings on the Frisco tele- 
vision bids. Twentieth has applied 
for a Frisco TV channel and is 
slated to open its testimony in the 
hearings Monday (29). Whether 
Skouras will go on the stand is not 
known, but his trip to the Coast 
still marks the first time that a 
film company prez has attended 
tele hearings. 














The Schine theatre circuit de- | 
'clared yesterday (24) that five of | 
lits theatres that remain unsold | 
\despite a 1942 consent decree are | 
ino longer a separate transaction 
but are covered by the Supreme | 
| Court's blanket order regarding | 
| partial divestiture of the circuit. | 
|The point was made in a reply to) 
|a brief filed with the Supreme 
|Court, answering a brief of the| 


| Justice Department filed on May | 


| 


| 14. 
In its brief, the Government | 


|called on the high court to provide | 
ja green light so that sale of the) 
| five theatres could proceed without | 
ithe delay which accompany the | 
irest of the Schine divorcement | 
|program. “The Government’s con- 
itention,” said the Schine brief, | 
|“that the district court had de-| 
|cided to appoint a trustee. . . to en- | 
\force the consent order is based | 
/upon a serious distortion of the | 
| language of the order of the dis- 
trict court... which we assume 
was not deliberate. What the Gov- 
ernment means ... is that it is 
aware ... that neither upon the 
evidence already in the record, nor 
upon any evidence which the gov- 
ernment might present in future 
proceedings, could the _ district 
court make any findings which 
would warrant divestiture of these 
particular theatres under the rules 
laid down by the opinion.” 


LEW KERNER TO REP 
H’ WOOD PROD. ABROAD 


New outfit has been set up in) 
California to handle the increasing 
interest of Hollywood in foreign 
production fields. Labeled Interna- 
tional Management Corp., it aims 
to rep producers, primarily indies, 
in making films in England, France, 
Italy and other countries where 
efforts are being made to make use 
of frozen coin. 

Lew Kerner, former talent chief 
for Samuel Goldwyn, is managing 
director of the company. He left 
for Britain on the Queen Mary 
Saturday (22) for two months there 
and in Italy, France, Belgium and 
Sweden. 

Kerner refused to identify his 
backers in the corporation, except 
to say that they are big names in 
production and financing. Among 
the chores he expects to perform 
while abroad is locating European 
talent suitable for Hollywood. 
IMC will act as personal managers 
for such players, but turn over 
the actual agenting to a regular 
10%er. 














COWAN’S BERMUDA PIC 


Hollywood, May 25. 

Conrad Hilton, hotel chain oper- 
ator, and Lester Cowan, indie pro- 
' ducer, have signed a deal for lat- 
ter to produce a film in Bermuda, 
where Hilton operates three hos- 
tels. 

Cowan plans to take a troupe to 
Bermuda in February to make an 
entire Technicolor feature there. 











features completed and awaiting 
release, plus four Hopalong Cas- 
sidy westerns, a Buddy Rogers- 
Ralph Cohn short feature and a 
pair of Hal Roach abbreviated 
comedies. In addition, there are 
four films editing (two of them are 
Howard Hughes’ and may revert to 
him for RKO release), plus three 
shooting. 

UA, cf course, will stretch the 
product as far as possible, as it has 
been doing during the past months, 
by maximum spacing between re- 
leases. There’s a definite limit, 
however, on how much can be done 
in this regard, since the company 
needs about $100,000 a week in 
income to meet its operating cost. 
Overly-long intervals between re- 

(Continued on page 16) 


RKO to Release British 
Remake of ‘Pimpernel’ 
In Goldwyn-Korda Deal 


“The Scarlet Pimpernel,” for 
whose production in England Sam- 
uel Goldwyn and Sir Alexander 
Korda concluded an agreement 
last week, will be distributed in 
the western hemisphere by the 
same company releasing Goldwyn’s 
own films. That means, if the pic 
is completed in time for distribu- 
tion within the next year, it will 
be handled by RKO. 

Deal made by Goldwyn is simi- 
lar to that previously concluded 





'with the British producer by David 


O. Selznick. Only difference is 


| that Selznick’s calls for a series of 


films, while Goldwyn’s calls for 
just one. In both setups, the Amer- 
ican producer will provide players 
and, for a stipulated sum out of 
his coin frozen in Britain, will ob- 
tain ownership of the film for the 
American hemisphere. It’s a plan, 
of course, for thawing frozen cur- 
rency. 

Goldwyn is providing the serv- 

(Continued on page 16) 





U’s Park Ave. Theatre 


Still Open for Sublet 


Universal started shopping this 
week for another taker to assume 
the lease on its Park Avenue the- 
atre (N.Y.) after a deal with Nat 
Sanders of English Films suddenly 
fell through. Sanders-U concordat 
neared the inking stage when le- 
gal points raised by attorneys for 
the parties caused the collapse in 
negotiations. The pact had envis- 
aged assimption of the lease for 
the balance of. two-and-one-haif 
years on its first portion at week- 
ly rental of $2,000. 

Showcase, owned by Walter 
Reade, has been something of a 
white elephant since U has found 
it difficult to keep the theatre sup- 
plied with strong product. Lease 
originally was for five years with 
an option to renew for another 
five. 
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.... with 3 of the 

biggest showmanship 
events of the year... 
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THE IRON CURTAIN 


The‘ first film ever to become 
an international front page 
news event! Returns from 
the 400-theatre Premiere 
are writing boxoffice head- 
lines daily across the land! 


ee 








GREEN GRASS 
of WYOMING 


TECHNICOLOR | 
Today—Gala World Premiere 
at Lancaster, Ohio, to be 
ollowed tomorrow by tre- 
mendous 12-state, 268-the- 
atre day and date opening! 





GIVE MY REGARDS 
TO BROADWAY 


TECHNICOLOR 
Boston’s regards to 20th in 
June with the big World Pre- 
miere at the Memorial The- 
atre!.......to be followed day- 
and-date across the nation! 
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Captain 
From Castile 








g TECHNICOLOR 


One of the year’s 
great hits! Motion 
Picture Herald Box- 
office Champion two 
months in a row! 











a 





Gentleman's 
Agreement 


Most acclaimed film 
in history! Acade- 
my Award Picture! 
M. P. Herald Box- 
office Champion, 
‘February, March, 
m April... 





Anna 
Karenina 


From the most 
widely read novel of 
all time! ‘‘That the 
picture will play to 
big grosses is cer- 
tain,’’ says Variety! 
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(al 
Northside 777 


The biggest box- 
office of all 20th’s 


true-to-life tri- 





umphs! Outgrossing 
‘‘Boomerang!’’ and 


‘*13 Rue Made- 


Nitting 
Pretty 


Right up there with 
*‘*‘Margie’’ and 
‘*‘Mother Wore 
Tights’’! M. P. 
Herald Boxoffice 
Champion, April... 








Fury At 
Furnace Greek 


Big and exciting as 
all outdoors! Action 
. . » on the screen 
and at the boxoffice! 








You Were 





Meant For Me fi 


All the sweet things 
. tolled into one tune- 
<< ful ticket seller! The 
new musical tech- 
nique that’s terrific! | 
















Ncudda-Hoo! 
Noudda-Hay! 


TECHNICOLOR 





A boxoffice triumph 





in the tradition of 
**Filicka’’ and 
} ‘‘HomeInIndiana’’! 








...and wherever 
these pictures play, 
smart showmen are 
hooking them with 
MOVIETONE NEWS, 
MARCH OF TIME, 
TERRYTOONS 

or other selected 
SHORT SUBJECTS! 
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The Time of Your Life 


United Artists release of William Cagney 
en we Stars James Cagney, William 

endix, Wayne Morris, Jeanne Cagney; fea- 
tures Broderick Crawford, Ward Bond, 
James Barton, Paul Draper. Directed by 
H. C. Potter, Adapted by Nathaniel Cur- 
tis from play by William Saroyan; camera, 
James Wong Howe: editors, Walter Hanne- 
Mann and Truman K,. Wood. Previewed in 
New York May 19, ‘48 Running time, 


108 MINS, 

hee eT re ere James Cagney 
ON ee oe eng 2 William Bendix 
v3 CUPS ret iiat:  see Wayne Morris 
Bitty Dw Whi s.cc cecuvbatsons Jeanne Cagney 
a ree se Broderick Crawford 
STREP N in bbb0' e's. ¥eNSE Wes Ward Bond 
Bett CarSoRvencecsceccdsveeated James Barton 
BERTTS vas cmp sk G40 bdab Ub 4 88% 65 4 Paul Draper 
oT eae a pyr rere pee rer Gale Page 
BMMIIOY « «se Uhkne at +6 Cae ah e408 on James Lydon 
yf err pre Cera a Richard Erdman 
CS ee Serr rere Pedro de Cordoba 
Wesley .... Reginald Beane 
Le ee ee on SPEC POE SS rer Tom Powers 
BM. Dinletisd ds en seactac John ‘‘Skins’’ Miller 
Gociety Lady........ a ..Natalie Schafer 
Society Gentleman........ Howard Freeman 
Blind Date........ 5 Sra Caeaabaae Renie Riano 
Girl in Lave.... swoewe’ Nanette Parks 
Nick’s Mother.............-Grazia Marciso 
ERNIE 1406 seeeé ot Dis08 . Claire Carleton | 
MtaS Bibs ke ckecione Gladys Blake 
Wewsboy...--..... ; ...-Lanpy Rees 
Nick's Daughter.............Marlene Ames 


Were there an Oscar for contri- 
bution to the art of picturemaking 
via courage in bringing an off-the- 
trodden-path approach to _ the 
screen, James and William Cagney 
would be sure winners for this 
transmutation of William Saroyan’s 
prize-garnering play. As it is, the 
partner-brothers certainiy stand an 
excellent chance of copping at least 
a couple of the Academy figurines 
for the exceptional performances of 
virtually every player in this un- 
usual film. 

Whether exhibs will be as liberal 
with Oscars for b.o. performance is 
another question. It should be 
noted at once, however, that “The 
Time of Your Life” is as full of 
guffaw-type humor and entertain- 
ment as the frothiest of comedies. 
The catch is that it is presented in 
the unconventional and more-or- 
less formless pattern of Saroyan’s 
stage writing. Whether exhibitors 
and audiences will accept this un- 
familiar format is the question 
mark. Outside of major cities, 
grosses may be limited. 

Realizing the difficulties, United 
Artists has adopted a well-designed 
distribution plan. Film will pre- 
miere tonight (Wednesday) in New 
York and San Francisco. No fur- 
ther dates will be taken for at least 
a month and the playoff through- 
out the country will be slow. Idea 
is to allow maximum hinterland 
seepage of the excellent criticism 
and controversial newspaper and 
magazine publicity that the picture 
is almost certain of getting. 

The “snob appeal” which may 
thus be generated for the Saroyan 
epic is the major hope for making 
it a really big grosser. 

Saroyan-lovers will find that the 
play, which won both the New York 
Critics Circle and Pulitzer prizes in 
1940 (although the playwright re- 
fused to accept the Pulitzer award), 
has been tampered with to the 
minimum extent consistent with 


transference from one medium to | the 


another. The heavy Saroyan phi- 
losophy has been partly excised 
(not so much that the playwright’s 
“I love the common people” theme 
doesn’t remain perfectly clear) and 
the comedy has been pointed up. 
Latter has been effected not by re- 
writing or adding lines, but largely 
by the fact that the closeup lens 
ean catch facial expressions and 
nuances that wouldn’t be visible at 
all or would smell of the smoke- 
house in legit. 

Major switch has been in the 
ending. After shooting a Johnston- 
office version of. the original finale, 
it was discovered in sneak previews 
that it “didn’t play.” The heavy 
Saroyanism left audiences bewil- 
dered. As a result, $300,000 was 
added to the original $1,700,000 
budget to retake the closing scenes. 
The result is a more pat and con- 
ventional fadeout, but one that re- 
tains much of the beauty of the 
original. 

The difference between “Life” 
and the standard film is that this 
one has no story in the accepted 
sense of the term. It merely in- 
troduces, ome by one, a series of 
“characters.” It doesn’t even delve 
deeply into what makes them tick, 
but presents their amusing exterior 
sides as they spout the Saroyan 
views on life and living. 

Setting for this strangest assort- 
ment of people any play or film 
has ever latched together is Nick's 
bar in the toughest quarter of San 
Francisco. James Cagney, as an un- 
explained lover of the commonfolk, 
is the central character (created by 
Eddie Dowling in the legiter) 
around which the others more-or- 

less revolve. The second focal point 
is the barkeep, William Bendix) (he 
played a cop in the original, a part 
now held by Broderick Crawford). 

Cagney’s role is static but amus- 
ing. Bendix’s is solid comedy most 
of the way. The other wayfarers 
bring laughs, pathos, philosophy 
and entertainment. They include 
James Barton as a tall-tale-telling 
Indian scout; Jeanne Cagney as a 

rostie who dreams home; 
ayne Morris is a lug-like handy- 
man for Cagney; Paul Draper 





| thespic honors. 
'on ham and yet Potter has man- 


sion) as a terper whose only yen 
is to dance—anyplace, anytime; 


player (he did the same role in the 
stage version), and a flock of others. 
Strangely enough, the whole thing 
hangs tightly together, despite the 
absence of Lied gy but a bit of by- 
play introd in the film between 
Morris and Miss Cagney. Henry C. 
Potter’s direction starts leisurely, 
but the pace soon picks up and the 
film moves smartly most of the 
way. Adding to the entertainment 
level are the topnotch dancing of 
Draper (although there’s a bit too 
much of it) and the keyboard work 
of Beane. 

Barton and Bendix have prob- 
ably never given better periorm- 
ances in their lives. Actually, how- 
ever, there’s not a single member 
of the cast who can’t be handed 
Every part verges 


aged to keep all of his players on 
the right side of the fine line. 
Like the stage play, the picture 
is virtually all in one set, but James 
Wong Howe's camera has a mobil- 
ity that transcends the background. 
It completely catches the tender, 
human quality of the Saroyan writ- 
ing and some of the warmth. It also 
emphasizes, however, one of the 
shortcomings of the film—the fact 
that its crew of characters 18 so 
strange and unknown that they 
permit the audience to make no 
identifications with themselves. 
That’s one of the major factors that 
will militate against the film’s b.o. 
chances in the sticks. 

Ia any case, the Cagneys can 


cessfully brought off a picture that 
some considered at the time 
“couldn’t be made.” Herb. 


Easter Parade 
(MUSICAL-COLOR) 
Hollywood, May 25. 


Metro release of Arthur Freed production, 
Stars Judy Garland, Fred Astaire, Peter 
Lawford, Ann Miller; features Jules Mun- 
shin, <Clinten Sundberg, Jennie LeGon, 


Richard Beavers. Directed by Charles Wal- 
ers. Screenplay, Sidney Sheidon, Frances 
Goodrich, Albert Hackett; eriginal story, 
Goodrich & Hackett; camera (Technicolor), 
Harry Stradling; songs, [Irving Berlin; 
musical direction, Johany Green; orches- 
trations, Conrade Salinger, Van Cleave, Leo 


~ 


Arnaud; vocal arrangements, Robert 
Tucker; editor, Albert Aket. Tradeshown 
May 19, °48. Running time, 102 MINS, 

Hannah Browm...........+--.4 Judy Garland 
ee | ae Perret Fred Astaire 
Jonathan Harrow, Iil....... Peter Lawford 
Dade TERED a c's ocicccctotsces od Ann Miller 
SPUN SS 6.5 nae damiee i005 Jules Maunshin 
Mike, the Bartender...... Clinton Sundberg 
BRMGERK Sb cod 8 dw ceecec icuscees Jennie LeGon 
WINE. ov ccs becdiiccccccoes Richard Beavers 





“Easter Parade” is a musical that 
will rate high customer enthusiasm 
in all situations»~-The lush and 


colorful 1912 Broadway background 


is embroidered with old and new 
Irving Berlin tunes and standout 
dance numbers to rate it sock 
screen entertainment. 

Boxoffice advantages indicating 
top returns include Technicolor, 
score, Fred Astaire’s dancing, 
Judy Garland’s singing and danc- 
ing, and Ann Miller in three big 
production numbers. It’s all a treat 
for eye and ear, displayed for 
thorough enjoyment of its comedy, 
romance and spectacle. : 


extensive catalog. They 


“Happy Easter” 
finale “Easter Parade.” 


the Misses Garland and Miller. 
Astaire’s standout solo 
elaborate production piece, “Step 


that will pay off with hefty word 


up his solo spot. 


rhythm, as 
night Choo 
bam ” 








Escape 
“Escape,” 20th-Fox’s British- 
made film, which was trade- 
shown in New York Monday 

(24), was reviewed in Va- 
mrety from London, March 31, 
1948 by Cane. Pointing out 
that the pic diverges widely 
from the play on which it’s 
based, reviewer said the “re- 
sult, although not John Gals- 
and Sy caer te and tad 

wi to siness 
in the us” 

_Rex Harrison is lauded for 
his good performance, but 
Peggy Cummins was held to 
be “too shallow to be con- 
vincing.” Rest of the players 
are exclusively British actors. 

c running time of 79 
minutes has been left intact 
for American release. 





(Gene Kelly played the legit ver- 


Reginald Beane as a Negro piano 


take artistic pride in having suc- | 


The Berlin score includes 17 
songs, seven new and 10 from his 
are all 
melodie Berlin, from the opening 
through to the 
Eight are 
used to point up that many class 
production numbers featuring ex- 
ceptional terping of Astaire and 


is the 


ping Out With My Baby,” during 
which he does a slow-motion dance 
in front of a large chorus terping 
in regular time. It’s a sharp blend- 
ing of technical and artistic skills 


of-mouth. Number uses three 
moods, light ballet, a sexy blues 
touch and jitterbug antics with as 
many partners before Astaire picks 
“Drum Crazy’ 
solo in a toy store has the Astaire 
does “When the Mid-|iste 
Choo Leaves for Ala- 


Highpoint of comedy is reached 


—— 


Miniature Reviews 

“The Time of Your Life” 
(UA-Cagney). Film version of 
Saroyan play okay, but will 
have to be sold hard outside 


of keys. E 

“Easter Parade” (Musical- 
Color) (M-G). Sock screen 
musical in Technicolor, certain 
for big business. 

“Up in Central Park” (Mu- 
sical) (U-I). Ornate’ ro- 
mantic musical about the Boss 
Tweed era; moderate grosser. 

“The Big Punch” (WB). OK 
dualer melodrama with Wayne 
Morris and introducing Gor- 
don MacRae. 

“Give My Regards te Broad- 
way” (20th) (musical-color). 
Dan Dailey starred in neat 
little piece of show biz nos- 
talgia: should do well. 

“The Vicious Circle” (UA). 
Tedious pic with racial toler- 
ance theme. 

“The Gallant Legien” (Rep). 
Strong outdoor action enter- 
tainment for western fans. 

“Big Town Seandal” (Par). 
Finale in the Pine-Thomas 
“Big Town” series. Mild dualer. 

“King of the Gamblers” 
(Rep). Supporting feature 
dealing with gambling ~ and 


fixed pro football. 








—- 


when Astaire and Miss Garland 
team for vocals and foot work on 
“A Couple of Swells.” It’s a show 
‘number that socks the risibilities 
and the pair go through their rou- 
tines in full tramp regalia, com- 
|plete even to Miss Garland’s 
blacked-out tooth. They work to- 
gether in another number in which 
Miss Garland slickly values the 
clumsiness of a dance tyro and also 
shine in a medley of three tunes, 
“I Love a Piano,” “Snooky 
Ookums” and “Ragtime Violin.” 
Ann Miller’s standout is “Shak- 
ing the Blues Away,” in which she 
displays her shapely, sinuous limbs 
and body in a rapidfire dance of 
lightning taps. She lends tic 
rhythm to “The Girl on a Maga- 
zine Cover,” to a bac of 
excellent baritoning by Richard 
Beavers, and in her teaming with 
Astaire on “It Only Happens When 
I Dance With You.” 

Miss Garland’s pipes make easy 
listening of “Better Next 
Time,” a reprise of “When I Dance 
With You,” and “I Wanna Go Back 
to Michigan,” “I Love a Piano,” 
“Easter Parade” and “A Fella With 
An Umbrella,” the latter shared 
with Peter Lawford. 

Arthur Freed’s production guid- 
ance has set a perfect stage for the 
display of song and dance, a show- 
manly piece of work that demon- 
strates the top experience used all 
down the line in bringing this one 
to the screen. Charlies Walters 
takes it away with his direction to 
make a solid blend of story and 
music that will pay off. High cred- 
it also goes to Robert Alton’s di- 
rection of the musical numbers, 
Harry Stradling’s photography, and 
the music direction by Johnny 
Green. 

The light story by Frances Good- 
rich and Albert Hackett, scri 

in conjunction with Sidney j- 
don, makes a perfect backing for 
the Berlin score and playing. Plot 
opens on Easter, 1911 and carries 
through to Easter, 1912. It deals 
with splitup of Astaire and Miss 
Miller as partners and recruiting 
of Miss Garland by the dancer, who 
is determined to make her outdraw 
his former hoofer: Lawford is in 
-|as a rich playboy who goes for both 
of the girls without success. Dia- 
log ee | ower J ag situations 
answer mand for jection 
of music. site 

_ Among the few credited support- 
- |ing players Jules Munshin registers 
as —- — of promise. His 
pantomime of preparing a salad 
and other - 


; spotted routines 
rang the bell with preview audi- 
ences. Clinton Sundberg, as a 
philosophical bartender, also reg- 











Ts A 

Freed has garbed the picture 
with all the trappings that appeal 
to the eye. Lovely girls, beautiful 
costumes by Irene, rich art direc- 
tion by Cedric Gibbons and Jack 
Martin Smith, and a lush dance to 
tions by Edwin B. Willis and his 
associate, Arthur Krams, add to 
brilliance. Tricky synchronization 
of Astaire’s slow motion dance to 
sound track is a first by John Arn- 
old’s camera department. Brog. 





Buckner’s ‘Paradise’ 
Hollywood, May 25. 
Robert Buckner, Universal-In- 
ternational producer, will film 
“Paradise Lost” in Italy, starting 
in September. 

William Goetz, U-I production 
chief, leaves for Rome in three 
weeks to set up studio and location 
arrangements. While in Europe he 
will confer with J. Arthur Rank 
about two films U-I will make in 
England this year. 





Up in Central Park 
(MUSICAL) 


Universal release of Kart Tunberg produc- 
tion. Stars Deanna Durbin, Dick Haymes, 
Vincent Price; features Albert Sharpe, Tom 
Powers; Hobart Cavanaugh. Directed by 
Willlam Seiter, Screenplay, Karl Tunberg; 
from musical comedy by Dorothy Fields and 
Sigmund Romberg, arranged and conducted 
by Johnny Green; choreography, Helen Ta- 
miris; camera, Milton Krasner; apecial ef- 
fects, David S. Horsley; editor, Otto Lud- 
wig. Previewed N. Y. May 25, "48. Run- 
ning time, 87 MINS. 


Rosie More. .....eeeeeeeee Deanna Durbin 
John Matthews...--sccesseees Dick Hay mes 
Buss TWeed...ccceeereeeneees Vincent Price 
Timothy MOOre..ceeceeeersre Albert Sharpe 
hid 7 eee re Tom Powers 
Mayor Oa#kley....-eerees Hobart Cavanaugh 
Governor Motley.....-.......Thurston Hall 
Myron Schultz......++.... Howard Freeman 
Miss Murch cee .».Mary Field 
oh.) eS Se) eee ee rem Pedi 
Big Jim Fitts. cede ucas oe geewonl. igen 
Dancers Wm. Skipper, Nelle Fisher 





“Up in Central Park,” which ran 
15 months on Broadway as a musi- 
cal comedy, has much the same 
merits and faults in this Universal 
film version. That is, it’s an over- 
stuffed, sentimental, handsome 
tune-and-terp show with a so-so 
score, little pace and not enough 
period flavor. It should do mod- 
erate business. 

Only two songs from Sigmund 
Romberg’s original score are re- 
tained in the picture. They are 
“When She Walks in the Room,” 
handled nicely by Dick Haymes, 
and “Carousel in the Park,” which 


| Deanna Durbin and he sing pleas- 


antly in an actual merry-go-round 
scene. The show's click ballad, 
“Close As Pages in a Book,” is not 
sung, but used merely as occasion- 
al theme music. However, Miss 
Durbin has a new song, “Oh! Say 
Can You See (What I See),” which 
is acceptable. There are several 
full-staged dance numbers, the 
most notable of which is the Cur- 
rier & Ives skating ballet, restaged 
from the original show. 

The story, adapted from the 
original by Herbert and Dorothy 
Fields, stresses the romantic inter- 
est between the spirited but inno- 
cent Irish immigrant and _ the 
muckraking N. Y. Times reporter, 
and turns Boss Tweed into a cham- 
pagne-dispensing wolf. But al- 
though the greater scope of the 
screen provides unusual possibili- 
ties for turn-of-the-century New 
York atmosphere, particularly if it 
had been photographed in color, it 
is only partially utilized. 


Within the limits of the stub- 
born material, William Seiter’s di- 
rection has reasonable flexibility. 
Miss Durbin is forcefully agree 
able as the curiously unaccented 
colleen and her singing is gen- 
erally satisfactory, though she 
doesn’t especially impress with the 
“Pace, Pace, Mio Dio” aria from 
Verdi’s “Forza del Destino.” 


Haymes is vocally good as the 
Rover Boy reporter, and as be- 
lievable dramatically as the part 
allows. Vincent Price seems a bit 
unctuous as Tweed, Albert Sharpe 
registers sharply as the guileless 
Irishman, Hobart Cavanaugh is 
amusing as the stooge Mayor, and 
William Skipper and Nelle Fisher 





So Evil My Love 


“So Evil My Love,” Para- 
mount release of Hal Wallis’ 
first ’ritish production, made 
last summer, was tradeshown 
in New York Friday (21). It 
was reviewed in VarIety .from 
London March 10, 1948. Re- 
viewer Cane sees good box- 
office in the U. S. because of 
the star-pull of Ray Milland 
and Ann Todd. At that same 
time, he thinks it “can be vast- 
ly improved by further judi- 
cious editing.” Original run- 
ning time of 112 minutes has 
been slightly reduced to 109 
for U. S. distribution. 


Sinc: this film is the first 
of what will be a fairly sub- 
stantial number of others of 
same genre—that is pix made 
in England by American com- 
panies under the Anglo-Ameri- 
can tax accord with stars and 
technicians from the U.S.— 
it’s interesting to note Cane’s 
comments on this score. 


He said: “There's no evi- 
dence in the pic that Wallis 
had all the disadvantages of a 
strange organization and of 
building up a production in a 
foreign country. Such failings 
as the film has aren’t due to 
its being made‘over here. Best 
piece of fortune was getting 
Max Greene, ace cameraman, 
to look after the p! phy. 
Rarely has Ann Todd, a dif- 
ficult subject, been photo- 
graphed with such skill and 
sympathetic understanding. 
Camera work throughout is re- 
markably fine, and other assets 
are the splendid music score 
and art work.” 

Nonetheless, Cane felt the 
treatment was prosaic, stating 
“style and atmospheric details 
are no compensation for sus- 
pense.” Emotional scenes are 

bed as unconvincing and 





too much time is taken getting 
to “the kill and the thrill.” 


click in Bee skating dance number, 


skillful len Tami 
Howard Bay's settings and _ 
Grant's costumes appear excellent, 
within the limitations of black-and-. 
white reproduction. Hobe. 


The Big Punch 
Hollywood, May 25. 


Warner Bros. release of Saul Hiking pro. 
duction, Stars Wayne Morris, Lois Max. 
well, Gordon MacRae; features Mary - 
Stuart, Anthony Warde, Jimmy Ames. 
rected by Sherry Shourds. 





Die 
Screenplay,» Bere 


nard Girard; from story by George Carleton 
Brown; camera, Carl Guthrie; editor, Frank 
Magee. Tadeshown May 24, ‘48. Running 
(ime, 80 MINS, 

Chris Thorgenson..,......... Wayne Morrig 
HOweOn LOMB. ic csccavcecececss Lois Maxwell] 
JONNNY Grank.sereecvevees: Gordon MacRae 
Midge Parker...cessececsesss..Meary Stuart 
Com VFeatig. .20coécere cbeces Anthony Warde 
Angel POMS. > oksccccduedie Jimmy Ames 
UO . Pees Pp erre »-Mare Logan 
MR FROPET.. He Cede shvocscece ..Fddie Dunn 
Sam Bancrolt....cceccceeses Charles Marsh 





Warners has come through with 
a medium budget feature that 
should show a neat return for its 
production outlay. ‘‘The Big Punch” 
offers a melodrama built around 
the prize ring and the pulpit. Two 
elements combine into a theme 
that is not always plausible but 
still manages sufficient interest to 
hold casual attention in general 
situations. 

Picture serves to focus attention 
on Gordon MacRae, newcomer 


from radic and record fields, as a 
oung man capable of adapting 
imself to camera demands. He 
should get along in films, present- 
ing an easy personality and an 
ability to read lines credibly. He 
gl need vocalizing to seli him- 
self. 

Hero interest is divided be- 
tween MacRae and Wayne Morris. 
Latter nixes a bid for bigtime box- 
ing in favor of the pulpit, and in 
describing his reasons to a pro- 
moter, makes MacRae discontent 
with his lot as a “tanker” on the 

rize ring circuit. MacRae fails to 
ake a dive as ordered, flees town. 
A nosey policeman is bumped off 
by the promoter and MacRae is 
framed for the killing. He seeks 
refuge with the minister and when 
his past catches up, it’s the new 
found friends in the small town 
who prove his innocence. 

Morris could have used a more 
experienced directorial hand in 
some of his scenes, but or the 
whole pleases as the minister 
ready to deal out the gospel, either 
mildly or sternly. He has been 
given some g pulpit lines by 
scripter Barnard Girard. Lois 
Maxwell has principal femme as- 
signment as the parson’s: romance. 
Mary Stuart is in briefly as box- 
ing days flame of MaeRae’s. An- 
thony Warde, crooked promoter, 
Jimmy Ames, his henchman, Eddie 
Dunn, Mare Logan and Charles 
Marsh complete the small cast. 

“Punch” marks upping of Saul 
Elkins from shorts to feature pro- 
ducer and the promotion of Sherry 
Shourds from assistan 


t director. 
Both have done a good first chore 
the film within 


iz 

dent limitations. Picture is okay 
material for twin bills, able to go 
on top or to de- 
mands of the situation it. 


, settings and 
technical functions are standard. 
Brog. 


Give My Regards to 
Broadway 


(SONGS-COLOR) 
Twentieth-Fox- release of Walter Morosco 


production. Stare Dan Dailey; features 
Charles Winninger, Nancy Guild, Charlie 
Ruggles, Fay Bainter, Barbara Lawrence. 
Direeted by Lloyd Bacon. Screenplay, 
Samuel Hoffenstein, Elizabeth Reinhardt, 
based on story by John Klempner; cainera, 
Harry Jackson; editor, William Reynolds; 


dances, Seymour Felix. Tradeshown N. Y. 


May 19, "48. Running time, 89 MINS. 

Phe 6b Souees caccbbes copadee cee Dan Dailey 
DERE. 0 6 td 5s cee cbs bevdte Charles Winninger 
MEER. 8c bobh cet 6 cbeebont ete is Naney Guild 
+ 6.5093 506 0600006000000 Charlie Ruggles 
rrr er Fay Bainter 
Ps 0 6000s 60 0b 0sdeeores Barbara Lawrence 
tia réncsd Cob atabieedsed ache an Jane Nigh 
Arthur Waldron, Jr........ Charlies Russell 
RINNE. 2 cb dccdnwetseseccedscese’ Sig Ruman 
Bs WOMGOOE. vc cciccceces Howard Freeman 
WEEN Deby... cocccscsces Herbert Anderson 
Wallace. .ccccsrccccecsctevcecs Pat Flaherty 
SOIT, 5 x50 000 6 ck00000000000 Harry Seymour 
Mr. Boyd. ..+-.sseessseeeeaees Paul flarvey 
ER | PPT TUTTTITTT TTT ee Ivia Bliss 
Ripe. “WOAGPON, 2 06s ccevscesess Georgia Caine 
Ns wd nied 5 4.ss sence 60+ ve teuinn Matt McHugh 





Twentieth-Fox has another box- 
office winner in “Give My Regards 
to Broadway.” An unpretentious 
little film dressed up in Techni- 
color gladrags, it misses by a hair 
being as entertaining as “Margie, 
the —— 20th pic with songs 
that it most closely resembles. With 
Dan Dailey the only name of any 
marquee importance, “Broadway 
will require a little extra plugging 
to get ’em up to the wickets. Once 
the word-of-mouth gets rolling, 
though, it should be all easy gravy. 
Despite the ‘mental images of 
lush production numbers that 
might be conjured up by the title, 
“Broadway” has none of that. In- 
stead, it’s a simple story about an 
old vaude family that lives in the 
hope that the Palace two-a-day will 
some time be revived. Film has 
plenty of the show biz nostalgia 
that’s been welcomed by customers 





in other pictures. Most of the 
(Continued on page 18) 
























“A picture that'll bring joy to the boxoffice.””-— Hollywood Reporter 
“One of the year’s big boons for the exhibitor!”"— Daily Variety 
“The stuff of sock audience satisfaction.”’— Film Daily 


“Earmarked for the niftiest kind of grosses.’’— Variety 
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| 3 Paramount’s 
RICH AND ROLLICKING NEW-LOOK MUSICAL 
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NUMBER | STAR, Bing Crosby, winner of the Gallup Poll of the public, * 
winner of all industry polls, “was never better” says M. P. Daily “and not 
as good since ‘Going My Way’, 





‘yo Lavish That It May Never Again 
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Be Equalled On The Screen! 


(Soin Jupromucy, 


> 3? 


as he is in this one. 


ACADEMY AWARD ACTRESS, Joan Fontaine, coupled with Crosby in the 


4 greatest star team of them all. As the kissable countess, she t-i-n-k-l-e-s like a crystal 


chandelier when Bing starts his melodious love-making. 


BRACKETT & WILDER, gifted Oscar-winning producer-director combination, 


give a gay, foxy view of a pampered social set. Variety acclaims them for “‘the zing 





dialogue, the zippy pace.” Film Daily for “the frisky comedy.” 


ROUSING MUSIC; Bing sings 5 of his happiest hits including “The Kiss In Your Eyes” by 
Johnny Burke-and Richard Heuberger, ‘Friendly Mountains” by Burke and Joseph Lilley, 
“The Whistler and His Dog” by Roger Pryor—and others. 





TECHNICOLOR SPECTACLE; Indoor grandeur! Outdoor wonderlands! 


Glamorizing gilded palaces and perfumed retreats in the emerald-green 
mountainous Tyrol. 





BING’S GRANDEST ROMANCE, he’s a Yankee salesman selling a scandalous bill-of-goods 


to Countess Joan. Even their dogs are in love—and in the dog-house. 





HILARIOUS COMEDY, treatment so sly, so unusual that it sends across the 
screen a fresh breeze of merriment that grows to a tornado of laughs because, as Film Daily 
notes with delight: “It’s strewn with clever gags.” 


eeeevoeeeereeseer eee eeeeneeeeeeeee te ‘ac 


TONIGHT 


@eeeeereeeeeoeeose eee eeveeeeee eevee 


at the Paramount Hollywood—The Gala Red-Carpet World Premiere of 


BING CROSBY: JOAN FONTAINE 








@eeee 
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Color by LECtT ie tage 
eo Lucile \\ atson » Ry cha 1 Haydn * Har 


Pradiced by Charles Brackett. abe by BILLY WILDER 
Written by Charles Brackett and Billy Wilder 


Eastern Premiere, Radio C City ‘Music Hall, Early in June 
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Chi Breezy; Heidt Ups Key 
Kaye Dittos Fury, 336, Hazard 166 


2 


6G 





Chicago, May 25. 
Good weather and four new picts 
re keeping the b.o. on an even 
feel. Newies promise fair but not 
xciting returns, with the excep- 


ion of “Crimson Key” at the 
tion of Main credit, however, 
oes to Horace Heidt’s orch on 
raged Fury” looks neat at the} 
State Lake, with Sammy Kaye’s 
porch on stage. “Hazard” should 


pring good biz to the United Artists 
“The Search,” opening tomorrow 
(26) at the Monroe, should register 
okay, too 

Best of the 
“fron Curtain” the 
“Berlin Express” has slowed , to 
mild biz at the Palace, while. “River 


at 


ed 





| 
| 


second framers. is| 
Chicago, | 


Lady” is just passable. “Song of | 


Heart” seems puny at the 

Apollo. “Woman in White” is fair 

at Roosevelt. “Queen’s Necklace 
holds up with steady $2,500 at 

World. “State of the Union” eyes 

_ $23,000 in third week at 
ood 


Ss. 

‘ Estimates for This Week 

Apotis (B&K) (1,400: 98)—‘Song 
of My Heart” (Mono) (2d wk). Poor 
$5,500. Last week, weak $5,000. 

Chicago (B&K) (3,900; 98)— 
“Iron Curtain” (20th) (2d wk). 
Good $30,000. Last week, nifty 
$37,000. 

Grand (RKO) (1,500; 98)—“River 
Lady” (U) (2d wk). Fair $12,000. 
Last week, good $16,000. 

Monroe (Indie) (1,000; 98)—Mid- 
week split here. “Fury at Furnace 
Creek” (20th) (2d wk) $10,000. “The 
Search” (M-G) expects to pick up 
$5,000 for first four days. 


My 


Oriental (Essaness) (3,400; 98)—| in Sun” (SRO) (m.o.), same. 
Handsome | 


“Crimson Key” (20th). 
$65,000 with Horace Heidt on 
stage. Last week, (2d wk) “Alias a 
Gentleman” (M-G) and Milton 
- Berle on*stage, solid $49,000. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 98)— 
“Berlin Express” (RKO) (2d wk). 
Mild $13,000. 
$18,000. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,300; 98)— 
“Woman in White” (WB) (2d wk) 
Middling $10,000. Last week, fair 
$13,000. 

State Lake ((BK) (2,700; 98)— 
“Caged Fury” (Par). Aided by p.a. 
of Sammy Kaye orch, good $33,000. 
Last week, (2d wk) “Smart Woman” 
(Mono) plus vaude, passable $25,- 
000 

United Artists (B&K) (1,700; 98) 
—‘Hazard” (Par)..Decent $16,000. 
Last week, (2d wk) “Three Daring 
Daughters” (M-G), fair $14,000. 

Woods (Essaness) (1,073; 98)— 
“State of Union” (M-G) (3rd wk). 
Firm $23,000. Last week, potent 
$25,000. 

Werld Playhouse (Indie) (587; 77) 
ternational). Sound $4500." Last 
ernational). 2 
week, good 38,600. —_ 


Flynn-Sheridan Poor 
17G in 3 Denver Spots 


. Denver, May 25. 

Most first-run biz here has been 
clipped by picnic weather and 
opening of the season. 
Outlaw” is registering a good 





second week at the Broadway and | 
“Hazard” is only | 


Stays a third. 
fair at the Denham but holds 
nevertheless. 

Estimates for This Week 
‘ Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 35-74)— 

Iron Curtain” (20th) and “13 Lead 
arc oll after week at each 
$2. 000. uire, Poor 
Robin Hood” (WB) and “Arthur 
Takes Over” (20th) (m.o.), e. 
nqbroadway (Cinema) (1,500; 35- 

—“Outlaw” (UA) (2d wk). Big 
$12,000 and holds. Last week. 
smash $18,000. 

Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 35-70) 
andre (Par), fair $10,500 
n Stays. wast week, “Sainted 
isters” (Par) (3d wk) and “Mr. 
eckless” (Par), fair $9,500. 
ugienver (Fox) (2,525; 35-74)— 
2 liver River” (WB) (Errol Flynn- 
nn Sheridan) and “Trapped by 


‘oston Blackie” (Col), day-date 
ono Esquire, Webber. Poor $13,- 


(20th) week, “Iron Curtain” 
and “13 Lead Soldiers” 
(20th) same as 


Poor $11,000. Esquire, Webber, 


Esquire (Fox) (742; 35-74)—“Sil- 
Fs (WB) and “Trapped by 
with on Blackie” (Col), day-date 
la 2 Denver, Webber. Poor $2,000. 
oe week, “Iron Curtain” (20th) 
roel 13 Lead Soldiers” (20th), 
$2.000. as Denver, Webber, dull 
a Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 35-74)— 
on ‘as a Gentleman” (M-G) and 
Thies Avenue Angel” (M-G). 
of ~ $12,000. Last week, “Miracle 
R Sells” (RKO) and “Rose Santa 
“Porac ol, geod $15,000. 
won aramount (Fox) (2,200; 35-74)— 
© the Victor” (WB) and “For 
(Continued on Page 18) 
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Last week, firm | (3,000: 


Fuller’ 20G No Buff. | 


yette 


|——‘Hazard”’ (Par) and “Here Comes 





derway several years. 


Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 








This Week ........ $585,000 
(Based on 16 theatres) 
Last Year .........$822,000 
(Based on 18 theatres) 








—— 





Sone remenceemenamnty | 
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Brushoff, ‘Apache’ Wow 
Ditto, ‘Summer’ Hot 146 


Buffalo, May 25. 
Brush Man” at Lafa- 
“Fort Apache” at 20th 
Century are pacing the town. | 
“Hazard” and “Summer Holiday” 
look okay at Great Lakes and Buf- | 
falo respectively. 

Estimates for This Week | 

Buffalo (Shea) (3,500; 40-70)— | 
“Summer Holiday’ (M-G) and}! 
“The Counterfefeer” (20th). Better- | 
ing good $14,000. Last week, “Iron | 


“Fuller 
and 


Curtain” (20th), strong $17,500. | 


Great Lakes (Shea) (3,400; 40-70) | 


Trouble” (UA). Modest  $10,- 
000. Last week, “Arch of Tri- 
umph” (UA), topped $15,000. 

Hipp (Shea) (2,100; 40-70)—)}: 
“Arch of Triumph” (UA) (m.o.). 
Stout $7,000. Last week, “State of 
Union” (M-G) (m.o.), nearly $6,500. 

Teck (Shea) (1,400; 40-70)— 
“Tron Curtain” (20th) (m.o.). 
Breezy $5,000. Last week, “Duel 


Lafayette (Basil) (3,000; 40-70)— 
“Fuller Brush Man” (Col) and 
“Wreck of Hesperus” (Col). Smash 
$20,000 or over. Last week, Cas- 
hah” (U-Il) and “My Dog Rusty” 
(U), okay $13,000. 

20th Century (20th Cent., Inc.) 
40-70) — “Fort Apache” 
(RKO) and “Smart _s— Politics’ 
(Mono). Socko $20,000. Last week, 
“Noose Hangs High” (EL) and “‘Co- 
bra Strikes” (EL) (2d wk), only 
$7,500 on five days. 


‘ ? 
Daughter’ Only 156 
7 " 9 
In Pitt; Mama’ 146 
Pittsburgh, May 25. 

Not very much doing on the local 
front this week, with business gen- 
erally on the fade. “I Remember 
Mama” looks like the best bet at 
the Warner, with “B. F.’s Daugh- 
ter” at the Penn pulling only fair. 
Last-minute booking of “Will It 
Happen Again?” featurette isn’t | 
helping “Woman in White” any at | 
Stanley and ‘Mating of Millie” 
will barely get by at the Harris. 
“Iron Curtain” holding up satis- 
factorily in second week at Fulton 
and may get a third. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fulton (Shea) (1,700; 44-76)— 
“Iron Curtain” (20th) (2d wk). 
Ought to come close to $9,000 on 
top of better than $12,000 last week. | 

Harris (Harris) (2,200; 44-76)— 
“Mating of Millie” (Col). Maybe 
$9,500. Last week “To Ends of 
Earth” (Col), $11,000. 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 44-76) 
—‘“B. F.’s Daughter” (M-G). Slug- 
gish reaction to this one, and 
desultory notices aren't helping 
any. Looks like $15,000 or better. 
Last week “Arch of Triumph” 
(UA) disappointing $18,000 and out 
after single stanza. 

Ritz (Loew’s) . (800; 44-76)— 
“Arch of Triumph” (UA) (m.o.). 
Nosedive at Penn being reflected 
here too—$3,500. Last week “State 
of Union” (M-G), also on a move- 
over, got nearly $4,000. 

Senator (Harris) (1,750; 44-76)— 
“To Ends of Earth” (Col) (m.o.). 
Got away pretty well here after 
its week at the Harris.- Should hit 
pretty close to $4,000. Last week, 





5th of “Sitting Pretty” (20th), 
strong $4,000. 
Stanley (WB) (3,800; 44-76)— 


“Woman in White” (WB) and “Will 
It Happen Again?” Hitler fea- 
turette came in last minute in an 
effort to bolster “Woman” but it 
isn’t helping much. Around $10,- 
500. Last week, “Noose Hangs 
High” (E-L) under $10,000. 
Warner (WB) (2,000; 44-76)—“I 
Remember Mama” (RKO). Looks 
like $14,000 and will stick. Last 
week, third of “Fort Apache 
(RKO), about $7,000, good. 


> > . 2 
Disney’s Hiawatha Pic 
Hollywood, May 25. 
Walt Disney is readying “Hia- 
watha.” based on Longfellow’s 
poem, as a top-budget, all-cartoon 
musical feature. 





HOLIDAY UPS MONT’L: 
WALL’ SOLID $16,000 


Montreal, May 25. 
Long weekend; with Queen Vic- 
toria holiday today, rainy weather, 
are helping biz with “High Wall” 
at Palace, and “Pirate” at Loew’s 
strongest films. 


Estimates for This Week 


Loew’s, (C. T.) (2,855; 40-53-75)— | 
Fair $12,- 
000 after nice opening week of | ; 
| couple of stanzas continues. 
' the exception of one or two spots, 


“Pirate” (M-G) (2d wk). 


$18,000. 

Capitol (C. T.) (2,412; 35-49-67) — 
“I Walk Alone” (Par) (2d wk). 
Okay $10,000 after good $15,500. 

Palace (C. T.) (2,625; 35-49-67)— 


“High Wall!” (M-G). Strong $16,000. 


|} Last week, “Cass Timberlane”’ 
.(M-G) (2d wk), small $8,500 

Princess (C. T.) (2,205; 30-40-53) 
—‘‘Relentless” (Col) and “‘Woman 
From Tangiers” (Col) Good 
$7,500. Last week, ‘Fugitive’ 
(RKO) and “Blondie’s Anniver- 
sary” (Col), $7,500. 

Imperial (C. T.) (1,839: 30-40-50) 
|—“Belle Starr’ and “Frontier | 
Marshall” (20th) (reissues). Rou- | 
tine $4,000. Last week, “I Became 


a Criminal” (WB) and “Rose of 
Santa Rosa” (Col), $4,000. 


Orpheum te ..-2.) 1,040; 30-40-60) 


—‘“Traffic G@ilommes”’ (Stand Up 
and Fight) (M-G) (reissue). Fair 
$2,500. Last week, “Dame de 


V’Quest” (U) $2,300. 





“Furnace’ 1446 


In Cleve. Opening 


Cleveland, May 25. 

Extra-good results are being 
registered by a parcel of hold-overs 
and reissues. “Duel In the Sun” is 
getting a far bigger play at pop- 

ices at State than it did on road- 
shown date here. Leftists’ agitation 
continues to make “Iron Curtain,” 
a Hipp h.o., such a controversial 
issue that attendance is building. 
“Fort Apache” managed to keep 
up a.brisk gate on its second lap 
at the Palace, but “Mourning Be- 
comes Electra’ is slumping so 
much that the Lower Mall staff put 
on sackcloth. 


Estimates for This Week 
Allen (RKO) (3,000; 55-70) — 
“Fury of Furnace Creek” (20th). 
Fine $14,500. .Last week, “Noose 
Hangs High” (F-L), bright $10,500. 
Hipp (Warners) (3,700; 55-70)— 
“Iron Curtain” (20th). Second 
round still excellent $17,000 fol- 
lowing almost $22,000 for starter. 


Lake (Warner) (800; 55-70) — 
“Destroyer” (Col) and. “Sahara” 
(Col). Reissues pleasing $3,500. 


Last week “Mark of Zorro” (20th) 
and “Drums Along Mohawk” (20th) 
(reissues), neat $3,900. 

Lower Mall (Community) (570: 
75 - $1.25) — “Mourning Becomes 
Electra” (RKO). Terrible $3,500 


(Continued on page 18) 





| dismal rain 





B'way Continues to Lag But ‘Pirate’ 
- Big 1366; ‘Sisters -Youngman-Romay 


Dull 606, ‘River-Duchin OK 586 


Despite a number of newcomers 
Broadway filmeries this week, 
lagging business of the last 
With 


in 
the 


biz is only fair to moderate with 


bright sunshine some days and | 
on others taking the} 


blame. Approach of the Memorial 
Day weekend is expected to bolster 
the boxoffice, since the incoming 


| tourists should compensate for the 


New Yorkers leaving town. 
“Pirate,”’ coupled with new 
stageshow at Radio City Music 
Hall, is one of the few houses to 
beat the dip, racking up a boister- 
ous $136,000 on its teeoff frame. | 
Also in on top of the heap is “‘Ber- 
lin Express,” which is sighting a| 
solid $22,000 in its first frame at | 
the Victoria. 


“Sainted Sisters” with Buddy} 
Moreno orch, Henny Youngman, 
Wiere Bros. and Lina Romay top- | 
ping the stageshow, could do no} 
better than a dull $60,000 on its | 
opening frame at the Paramount. | 
“Will It Happen Again?”, given a 
sexy ballyhoo buildup, continues | 
hot at the Rialto with $12,000 for | 
its second round. “Silver River,” | 
with Eddy Duchin orch heading | 


a 


the stagebill, is okay $58,000 on) 
its Strand teeoff. | 
Estimates fer This Week 
Astor (City Inv.) (1,300; 80-$1.80) | 
—‘Mr. Blandings” (SRO) (9th-final | 
wk). Windup session ending today | 
(Wednesday) slim $11,200, after 
equally light $11,800 for eighth | 
frame. “Melody Time’ (Disney- 
RKO) opens tomorrow (Thursday). 
Capitol. (Loew’s) (4,820; 70- 
$2.20)—“‘Homecoming” (M-G), plus 
Xavier Cugat orch, Harvey Stone, 
Rose Murphy heading stageshow 
(4th wk). Current frame here fol- 
lows general boxoffice droop along 
Broadway, with fair $79,000 still off 
sharply from third round’s okay 
$95,000. Latter figure was disap- 
inting, with more biz expected 


om this Gable-Turner starrer. 
Continues. 
Criterion (Loew’s) (1,700; 60- 


$1.80)—“Up in Central Park’ “U) 
opens today (Wed). Last week, 
four days of “Big City” (M-G), 
very skimpy after dullish $15,000 
for first frame. 

Glebe (Brandt) (1,500; 90-$1.80) 
— “Arch of Triumph” (UA) (6th 
wk). Fifth round ending Monday 
(24) off sharply at $17,000, after 
fair $25,500 previous frame. Holds 


indefinitely. 
Gotham (Brandt) (900: 70-$1.20) 
—‘‘Night at Opera”. (M-G) (reis- 


sue) (2d wk). For second round 
ending tonight (Wednesday), pull- 
ing fair $15,000, after slightly bet- 
ter $17,000 in teeoff frame. Con- 
tinues. 
Mayfair (Brandt) (1,736; 70- 
$1.50) —“‘Gentleman’s Agreement” 
(20th) (28th-final wk). In nine 





“Arch’ NSG $40,500 in 2 Hub Spots, 
‘Apache’ Wow 286, ‘Hazard’ Fair 22G. 


Boston, May 25. 

“Fort Apache” is leading the 
town with plenty to spare at the 
RKO Boston this week, with “Arch 
of Triumph” disappointing at the 
State and Orpheum. “Paradine 
Case” nsh at the Esquire; “Letter 
from Unknown Woman” so-so at 
the Memorial, and “Hazard,” first 
run at Paramount and Fenway, 
moderate. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aster (Jaycox) (1,300; 40-80)— 
“Sign of the Ram” (Col) and 
“Heart Virginia” (Rep). First run 
here and only moderate $8,000 on 
first week. Last week “Best Years” 
(RKO) (4th wk), $5,100. 

Boston (RKO) (3,200; 40-80)— 
“Fort Apache” (RKO) and “Blonde 
Ice” (Col). Great $28,000 and 
holds. Last week “Berlin Ex- 
press” (RKO) and “Smart Politics” 
(Mono) ( wk), $18,000. 

Esquire (M-P) (1,000; 90-$1.25) 
—‘Paradine Case” (SRO) (2d wk). 








Estimates Are Net 

Film gross estimates, as re- 
ported herewith from the vari- 
ous key cities, are net, ie., 
without the 20% tax. Distribu- 
tors share on net take, when 
playing percentage, hence the 
estimated figures are net in- 
come. 

The parenthetic admission 
prices, however, as indicated, 
include the U. S. amusement 





Preparatory work has been un- 


tax. 





A 


—— $38,000 on second; got $9,900 
irst. 

Exeter (Indie) (1,300; 450-75)— 
“Smugglers” (EL) and “Know 
Where I’m Going” (U) (2d wk). 
Nice $6,000 after $8,000, first. 

Fenway (M-P) (1,373; 40-80)— 
“Hazard” (Par) and “Angel Alley” 
(Mono). Average $6,000. Last week, 
“Ruthless” (EL) and “Old Los 
Angeles” (Rep), $5,800. . 

Memorial (RKO) (3.000; 40-80)— 
“Letter from Unknown Woman” 
(U-I) and ‘“‘“Méney Madness’ (FC). 
Excellent $23,000 and holds. Last 
week, “All My Sons” (U) and 
ee (Mono) (2d wk). $18,- 


Metropolitan (M-P) (4,367; 40- 
80)\— “Iron Curtain” (20th) and 
“Rocky” (Indie) (2d wk). House 
doesn’t often get h.o.’s. Good $18,- 
000 after $27,000, first. 

Orpheum (Loew) (3,000; 40-80) 
—‘Arch of Triumph” (UA) and 
“Here Comes Trouble” (UA) Be- 
low expectations, $24,000. Last 
week, “Summer Holiday” (M-G) 
and “Trapped Boston Blackie” 
(Col), $21,000. 

Paramount (M-P) (1,700; 40-80) 
—‘Hazard” (Par) and “Angel Al- 
ley” (Mono). Okay $16,000. Last 
week, “Ruthless” (EL) and “Old 
Los Angeles” (Rep), $15,000. 

State -'tLoew) (3,500; 40-80)— 
“Arch of Triumph” (UA) and 
“Here Comes Trouble” (UA). Neat 
$16,500, good at this location. Last 
week, “Summer Holiday” (M-G) 
and “Trapped Boston Blackie” 


| “Dangerous 


| 50)—‘Sainted Sisters” 


,days of windup frame ending to- 
/night (Wednesday), $6,000, still 
|nothing to sneeze at after record 
/run. Previous week down to $9,- 
000. “Time of Your Life” (Cag- 
|ney-UA) opens tomorrow (Thurs- 


| day). 
Palace (RKO) (1,700; 40-85)— 
i “Sitting Pretty” (20th) (2a run) 


“Girl Tisa”’ (WB) (2d run) (1st wk), 
Only fhild $6,000 and closes after 
first frame tonight (Wednesday) 
;with “Gentleman’s Agreement’ 
(20th) moving over from Mayfair 
to double with “Let’s Live Again” 
(20th) (1st run) opening tomorrow 
(Thursday). Previous week, “Mir- 
acle of Belis’” (RKO) (2d run) and 
Years” (WB), (lst 
run), fair $8.000. 

Paramount (Par) (3,664; 55-$1.- 
(Par) with 
Buddy Moreno orch, Henny Young- 
man, Wiere Bros., Lina Romay 
heading stageshow (2d wk). First 
week ending last (Tuesday) night 
shapes as dull $60,000. Holds one 
more round, with “Hazard” (Par), 
plus King Cole Trio, Ray Anthony 
orch opening June 2. Previous 
week, fourth round of “Big Clock” 


|(Par), plus Duke Ellington orch, 
Ella Fitzgerald on stage, okay 
$60,000. 


Radio City Music Hall (Rocke- 
fellers) (5,945; 70-$2.40)—‘Pirate” 
(M-G) and stageshow (lst wk). 
Leads the Broadway parade this 
week with rousing $136,000 or 
more for first frame ending to- 
night (Wednesday). Last week, 
fourth frame of ‘State of Union” 
(M-G) and stageshow, fair $102, 
000. 

Rialto (Mayer) (594; 35-$1.50) 
—‘‘Will It Happen Again?” (F-C) 
(2d wk). Contines playing 14 shows 
daily,. with almost complete turn- 
over on each. Present frame, end- 
ing Friday (28), stilt hot at $12,- 
000 after socko $20,000 previous 
week. Continues. 


Rivoli (UAT-Par) (2,092; 60-$1,- 
25)—“Another Part of Forest” 
(U) (2d wk). First round finished 
last (Tues.) night to mild $20,000 
or near, but stays at least two 
more weeks. Previous session, six 
days of third week of ‘Letter 
from Unknown Woman” (U), dull 
$10,600. 

Roxy (20th) (5,886; 80-$1.50)— 
“Iron Curtain” (20th), plus Ed 
Sullivan and “Dawn Patrol” re- 
vue, Chandra Kaly dancers, Bob 
Evans, Arthur Lee Simpkins on 
stage (3d wk). No rioting reported 
on this after the pre-opening 
fracas and second week ended last 
(Tuesday) night dipped to only 
fairish $85,000, after stout $115,000 
for first frame. Continues at least 
two weeks more. 

State (Loew’s) (3,450; 43-$1.10)—~ 
“Fuller .Brush Man” (Col) (2d wk). 
Heading for okay $19,000 in second 
frame ending tomorrow (Thursday) 
night, after robust $27,000 opening 
week. “Noose Hangs High” (EL) 
due in Friday (28), in line with the 
house’s complete switchover to a. 
firstrun policy. . 

Strand (WB) (2,756; 75-$1.50)— 
“Silver River” (WB) and Eddy 
Duchin orch topping stagebill (1st 
wk). Good $58,000 looming for first 
round ending tomorrow (Thurs- 
day) and holds. Previous week, 
second and final frame of “Woman 
in White” (WB), plus local disk 
jockeys, Sarah Vaughn, others on 
stage, mild $40,000. 

Victoria (City Inv.) (720; 70- 
$1.50)\—“Berlin Express” (RKO) 
(1st wk). One of the few good spots 
on the Stem this week, with solid 
$22,000 in sight for first round end- 
ing today ‘Wednesday). Holds. 
Last week, eighth and final frame 
of “Search” (M-G), dipped te 
$7,000. .. 

Winter Garden (UA) (1,312; 60- 
$1.20)—“River Lady” (U) (ist wk). 
Off to a fair start with okay $16,000 
shaping for first session ending to- 
night (Wednesday). and holds at 
least two weeks more. In ahead, 
“Dear Murderer” (U), off at very 
dim $6,000 in six days of second 
round. 


Chilean Location For 


Cummings-Frenke Pic 
Hollywood, May 25. 
United California Productions, 
headed by Robert Cummings and 
Eugene Frenke, will film its sec- 
ond picture, “Poisonous Jungle,” 
in Chile. Cast will be flown there, 
using natives for atmosphere. 
Company recently wound up its 
first picture, ‘““Let’s Live a Little,” 








(Col), $11,000. 


with Hedy Lamarr as femme lead, 
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A) 4. Sco 
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Cable-Turner Hottest in Philly At 





$98 800; Rest of Town Plenty Spotty 





Philadelphia, May 25. + 
‘ladelphia business continues 
Lor Nothing alarming, but it 
went into a mild tailspin in a burst 
of summer weather a couple of 
weeks ago and it hasn’t pulled out 
yet. Arrival yesterday ( 4) of the 
Ringling circus, which generally 
‘cks up all the loose entertain- 
rent change around, doesn’t cal- 
culate to brighten the week. Aas 

“Homecoming (Gable-Tu1 nel ) 
shapes up 4s the strongest draw in 
town in its second stanza at the | 
Staniey. “State of the Union” and 
“arch of Triumph” seem to be | 
holding their own in extended runs, | 
put “The [ron Curtain, despite all 
the press and _ picketing faniare, | 
dipped sharply in its second semes- | 
ter at the Fox and goes out tomor-: 
row. “1 Remember Mama” gave uP 
the struggle at the Erlanger after 
six sessions, and that house is now 
' second-run 





ark. “Sitting Pretty,” 
ee eith’s, was scheduled to ee 
yanked at that house, but ran 


er in: its second week than | 
the the first, and holds over. | 
stimates for This Week 

Aldine (WB) (1,303; 50-94)—| 
“Mourning Becomes Electra 
(RKO) (2d wk). Dropped to $14,600 | 
after fine $18,500 last week. 

Arcadia (S&S) (700; 50-94)— 
“Winter Meeting’ (WB) (2d run). 
Mild $4,200. Last week, a Me 
Daughter” (M-G). Fair $4,000. | 

Boyd (WB) (2,350; 50-94)—*Arch | 
of Triumph” (UA) (3d wk). Strong | 
$20,000 after $23,500 last week. 

Earle (WB) (2,700; 50-94)—"Ends 
of Earth” (Col) (3d wk). Holding 
own at $15,200. Last week, $17,800. 

Fox (20th) (2,250; 50-94)—‘“I he | 
Iron Curtain” (20th) (2d wk). Fair 
$15,000, after great $27,000 last 
week. 

Goldman (Goldman) (1,000; 50- 
94)—"State of Union” (M-G) (4th 
wk). Seely 00D. par at $16,500. 

st week, y ; 
elton (Goldman) (1,000; 50-94) 
—‘Lady from Shanghai” (Col) (2d 
wk). Bright $14,000 after good $16,- 
000 last week. 

Keith’s (Goldman) (1,000; 50-94) 
—Sitting Pretty” (20th) (2d run) 
(2d wk). Surprise $9,500, after 
smash $9,000 last week. 

Mastbaum (WB) (4,360; 50-94)—- 
“Casbah” (U) (2d wk). Way off at 
$15,500, after not much better $17,- | 
800 last week. 





Pix (Cummins) (500; 50-94)— 
“Farmer’s Daughter” (Col) (re- | 
vival). Sour $3,500. Last week, 


“The Flame” (Rep), good $5,500. 


Stanley (WB) (2,950; 50-94)— | 
“Homecoming” (M-G) (2d wk). Very 
good $28,800, only slightly down 

- from opening week's top $32,500. 

Stanton (WB) (1,475; 50-94)— | 
“Adventures Casanova"’ (EL). | 
Slightly below. par at $10,000. Last 
week, “Valley of Giants” (WB) and 
“Fighting 69th” (WB) (revivals), 
$10,500. . 





‘Bride’ Whams K.C., 18G; 


‘Apache’ Fancy $15,000. 


: Kansas City, May 25. 

Lineup of films is fairly good 
this week and grosses keeping pace 
—good though not big. “Bride 
Goes Wild” at the Midland looms 
as the leader. “Letter from an 
Unknown Woman” in the Tower- 
Uptown-Fairway combo is distress- 
ing. Weather warming up and 
apes getting cooling systems in 

er. 


. Estimates for This Week 

Esquire (Fox Midwest) (820; 45- 
65)—“Bride of Frankenstein” (U) 
and “Song of Frankenstein” (U) 
(reissues). Double shock treatment 
800d for only mild $3,000. Last 
Week “Belle Starr’ (20th) and 
Frontier Marshall” (20th) (rez4 
issues) little better, $3,500. 
«Midland (Loew's) (3,500; 45-65) — 
Bride Goes Wild” (MG) and “Port 
Said” (Col) one of the best weeks 
here, $18,000, and could go a second 
stanza. Last week “Arch of Tri- 
umph” (UA) disappointing $11,000. 
«oT Pheum (RK 
Fort Apache” (RKO) and “That’s 
My Gal” (Rep), $15,000 and holds. 
Last week “Miracle of Bells” 

(RKO) (24 wk), fine $11,000. 
ug 4Fameunt (1,900; 45-65) — 
Sainted Sisters” (Par) somewhat 
above average $13,000, and may go 
a second week. Last week “Hat- 
, ter’s Castle” (Par) on midwest pre- 

Mier, light $11,000. ; 

unm OX¥ (Durweed) (90@, 45-65) — 
ne Freak” (Indie) brings howtse 
owe to single features; fairly good 
smog Last week “You Only Live 
e’ (Indie) and “History Is Made 
at Night” (Indie). Average $3,500. 
M ower - Uptown - Fairway (Fox 
idwest) (2,100; 2,043; 700; 45-65) 
Ww Letter from an Unknown 
oman” (U) lightest in weeks, 
aa i week “Iron Curtain” 
$14,000. ghtly under average at 


Key City Gresses 


Estimated Total Gross 
This Week ...... .$2,406,000 
(Based on 20 cities, 181 
theatres, chiefly first runs, in- 
cluding N. Y.) 
Total Gross Same Week 
Last Year $3,094,000 
(Based on cities, 208 thea 
tres) 


99 
ame 














St. L. Crix Hypo ‘Bride’ 


To Neat $21,000, ‘Lady’ 


196, Father Dunne’ 5G. 


St. Louis, May 25. 


“Bride Goes Wild,” hypoed by a} 


nod from the crix, is harvesting 
the heavy coin even with the mer- 
cury climbing to’ near summer 
heights. ‘Lady from Shanghai” 
is the next best. Biz generally 
is limping. 

Estimates for This Week 

Ambassador (F&M) (3,000; 50- 
75)—‘‘Lady from Shanghai’ (Col) 
and “Heart of Virginia” (Rep). 
Fine $19,000. Last week, “Iron 
Curtain” (20th) and “‘Arthur Takes 
Over” (20th), $16,000. 

Fox (F&M) (5,000; 50-75)—‘Sil- 
ver River’ (WB) and “Blondie’s 
Reward” (Col). Fair $18,000. Last 
week “Woman in White” (WB) and 
“Tarzan and the Mermaid” (RKO), 
$17,000. 


Loew’s (Loew) (3,172; 50-75)— 
“Bride Goes Wild’”’ (M-G) and “Re- 
turn of the Whistler’ (Col). Neat 
$21,000. Last week ‘Arch of Tri- 
umph” (UA), $19,000. 

Missouri (F&M) (3,500; 50-75)— 
“Sitting Pretty” (20th) and ‘“Mat- 
ing of Millie” (Col). (8d wk), Okay 
$7,000 following $9,500 for the 
second stanza. 

Orpheum (Loew) (2,000; 50-75)— 
“Arch of Triumph” (UA) (m.o.). 
Nice $8,000. Last week “State of 
the Union” (M-G) (m.o.}, $7,500. 

Shubert (Ind) (1,500; 40-60)— 
“Fighting Father Dunne” (RKO) 
and “Fury at Furnace Creek” 
(20th). _ Clicking at $5,000. Last 
week “Fighting 69th” (WB) and 
“Valley of the Giants” (WB) (2d 
wk) (reissues), $4,000. 


‘HAZARD’ 86, ‘SHANGHAI’ 
$6,000 IN SLOW SEATTLE 


Seattle, May 25. 

Seattle has decided on daylight 
saving slarting June 1 despite ex- 
hib’s protests. Meanwhile, the Boe- 
ing strike is in its fifth week with 
no settlement in sight as yet. This 
is the state’s largest payroll, affect- 
ing 14,000 strikers. Also hitting 
the b.o. is a_ stretch of balmy 
weather. “Hazard” at Fifth Ave. 
and ‘‘Lady from Shanghai” at Lib- 
erty are only fair entries. 


Estimates for This Week. 

Blue Mouse (H-E) (800; 45-80)— 
“Noose Hangs High” (EL) and 
“Devil Ship” (Col). Slow ‘$9,000 
on nine days. Last week, second 
of “Robin Hood’ (WB) (reissue) 
and “Docks of New Orleans” 
(Mono), $2,500, slow. 

Fifth Avenue (H-E) (2,349; 45-80) 
—“Hazard” (Par) and “Port Said” 
(Col). Fair $8,000. Last week, 
“Winter Meeting” (WB) and “Let’s 
Live” (20th), poor $6,300. 

Liberty (J & VH) (2,349; 45-80) 
—‘“Lady from Shanghai” (Col) and 
“Best Man Wins” (Col). Mild 
$6,000. Last week, third of ‘“‘Milly” 
(Col), good $6,700. 

Music Box (H-E) (850; 45-80)— 
“Sutter’: Gold” (EL) and “Seven 
Sinners” (EL) (reissues). Died in 
six days with only $2,500. Last 
week, second of ‘‘Bambi” (RKO) 
(reissue) and “Rock” (Mono), good 





) (1,900; 45-65)— | $3,600 


Music Hall (H-E) (2,200; 45-80)— 
“Casanova” (EL) and “Smugglers” 
(EL). Tired $4,000. Last week, 
third of “Bride Goes Wild” (M-G), 
swell $5,800. 


Orpheum (H-E) (2,600; 45-80)— | 000 


“Fighting 69th” (WB) and “Valley 
of Giants” (WB) (reissues). Okay 
$7,500. Last week, “Noose Hangs 
High” (EL) and “Devil Ship” (Col), 
nice $8,300. 

Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 45-80) 
—*“State of Union” (4th wk). Fair 
$5,500. Last week, oke $6,200. 

Paramount (H-E) (3,039; 45-80)— 
“Tron Curtain” (20th) and “Arthur 
Takes Over” (20th) (2d wk). . Fair 
$6,000 after big $10,900 last week. 

Roosevelt (Sterling) (800; 45-80) 
—‘Summer Holiday” 
“Exposed” (Rep). Big $5,500. 
Last week, fourth of ‘‘Sainted Sin- 
ners” (Par), swell $3,300. 


(M-G) and | 500 


‘Scudda’ Hep 176, Prov. 


Providence, May 25. 

With 11 consecutive days of 
rain there hasn’t been much else 
to do except go to the movies and 
all stands are pretty happy about 
the whole thing. Hitting the high 
spots are Loew’s State’s “Arch of 
Triumph” and Maijestic’s “Scudda- 
Hoo, Scudda-Hay.” RKO-Albee’s 
holdover of “Bérlin Express” is 


neat. 
Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (2,200; 44-65)— 
“Berlin Express” (RKO) and 
“Blonde Savage” (RKO) (2d wk) 
Very nifty $14,000. First sesh 
netted sweet $18,000. 

Carlton (Fay) (1,400; 44-65)— 


“Iron Curtain” (20th) and 
Live Again” (20th). Strong $6,800. 
| Last week, “Ideal Husband” (20th) 





|}and “Whispering City” (EL), good 
| $6,500. 

| Fay’s (Fay) (1,400: 44-65 )— | 
“Farmer’s Daughter” (RKO) (re- 


(issue) and vaude. Good $6,500. 
|Last week, “Strawberry Roan” 
(Col) and vaude, very good $7,500. 


Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 44-65)— 
“Scudda-Hoo” (20th) and “Arthur 
Takes Over” (20th). Fairly hep 
$17,000. Last week, ‘‘Iron Curtain” 
(20th) amd “Let's Live Again” 
(20th), neat $17,000. 

Metropolitan (Snider) (3,100: 


44-65)-—“Rose of Washington 
Square” (20th) (reissue) and “Slave 
Ship” (20th) (reissue). Moderate 
$7,500. Last week, “Guadalcanal 
Diary” (20th) and,“Purple Heart’ 
(20th) (reissues), nifty $9,400. 

State (Loew) (3,200; 44-65)— 
“Arch of Triumph” (UA). Quick 
turnover helping to solid $22,500. 
Last week, “Summer Holiday” 
(M-G) and “Devil Ship” (M-G), 
good $13,500. 

Strand (Silverman) (2,200; 44- 
65)—“‘Sainted Sinners” (Par) and 
“Speed to Spare” (Par). Second 
week opened Monday (24). First 
sesh swell $14,000. 


‘Curtain’ Socko 
40G in Spotty Det. 


Detroit, May 25. 

Biz is spotty here with industrial 
strife gripping the city. Socko spot 
is Fox, playing “The Iron Curtain.” 
“Fuller Brush Man” at the Palms 
is best of the remaining lot. With 
five new pix showing this week, 
b. o. should get a hypo. Two hold- 
overs are bringing in peanuts. 


Estimates for This Week 


Adams (Balaban) (1,740; 70-95)— 
“State of Union” (M-G) (4th wk). 
Sliding $6,000 after fair $8,000 in 
third stanza. 

Art Cinema (Marten) (459; 60-90) 
—‘‘Furia” (Indie). Fast $4,000. Last 
week, “I Know Where I’m Going” 
(RKO) and. “The Lady Surrenders 
(RKO). Fair $3,000. 

Broadway - Capitol (United-De- 
troit) (3,309; 70-95)—“Tarzan and 
the Mermaids” (RKO) and “So Wel! 
Remembered” (RKO). Good $12.,- 
000. Last week, “The Hunted” 

(Continued on page 18) 





New Pix Perk Blah L. A.: ‘Silver River’ 


“Let’s | 


Los Angeles, May 25. 
Firstruns are continuing on the 
medium side although several new 
entries are registering pleasing biz. 
Top coin is going to “Silver River” 
(Flynn-Sheridan) with indications 
ifor a sturdy $56,000 for its first 
week in three situations. “All My 
|Sons” is also strong at an esti- 
|mated $40,000 in five sites, mostly 
smallseaters. Same is coming up 

for “Raw Deal” in five houses. 
On the light side is “B. F.’s 
Daughter” with $34,000 in three 
situations. Also way down is “Four 
Faces West,” with $21,090 expected 
in four smaliseaters. Second frame 
'of “tron Curtain” is off sharply at 





$43,500 outlook in five spots and | 


lonly holds an additional two days 
beyond its second session. “Miracle 
|of the Bells” is a thin $20,500 or 
|/near on the second stanza in two 
| spots. 

Estimates for This Week 

| Belmont (fWC) (1,532; 60-$1)— 
|‘‘Raw Deal” (EL) and “Assigned to 
| Danger” (EL). Good $5,000. Last 
week, “‘Noose Hangs High” 
and “Cobra Strikes” (EL) (10 days), 
light $3,400. 

Beverly Hills Music Hall (G&S- 
Blumenfeld) (826; 65-$1) — “Four 
Faces West” (UA). Fair $4,500. Last 
week, “Will It Happen Again?” 
(FC) and “Argyle Secrets” 
days), slow $2,800. 

Carthay Circle (FWC) (1,518; 60- 
$1)\—“Iron Curtain” (20th) and 
“Best Man Wins” (Col) (2d wk). 
Medium $5,500. Last week, snappy 
$9,600. 

Chinese (Grauman-WC) (2,048; 
60-$1)—‘‘Iron Curtain” (20th) and 


Down to $8,500. Last week, good 

$15,100. . 
Culver (FWC) (1,145; 60-$1) — 

“Raw Deal” (EL) and “Assigned to 





week, “Noose Hangs High” 
| and-“Cobra Strikes” (EL) (10 days), 
light $4,700. 

| Downtown (WB) (1,800; 60-$1)— 
| “Silver River” (WB). Brisk $20,000. 
|Last week, 


(EL) } (20th). Okay $5,000. 

|“‘Letter Unknown Woman” (U) and 
|‘‘Port Said” (Col) (2d wk), modest 
| $2,500. 


| Idiot” 
|Last week, 


[Thin $14,000. 
‘Best Man Wins” (Col) (2d wk). 


| 
| &6 


| 
1$7,500. Last week, fast $9,900. 


- | Orpheum 
Danger” (EL). Good $5,500. tas\ | 60-$1) — “Raw Deal” 


“Woman in White” | 


(Flynn-Sheridan) Sturdy $56,000; ‘Sons’ 
Hot 406, ‘Daughter’ 


NSG34G, Faces 216 


113 Lead Soldiers’ (20th) (m.o.). 
Mild $3,500. Last week, “Fury Fur- 
;nace Creek” (20th) and “13 Lead 
| Soldiers” (20th) (m.o.), $2,300. 

Guild (FWC) (968; 60-$1)—“All 
My Sons” (U) and “Arthur Takes 
Over” (20th). Pleasant $5,000. Last 
week, “Letter Unknown Woman” 
(U) and “Port Said” (Col) (2d wk), 
1 $1,900. 

Hawaii (G&S-Blumenfeld) (1,106: 
60-$1)—“Four Faces West” (UA). 
Slow $4,600. Last week, “Will It 
Happem Again” (FC) and “Argyle 
Secrets” (FC) (9 days), only $2,500. 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756: 60-$1)— 
“Silver River” (WB). Smart $18.- 
000. Last week, “Woman in White” 
(WB) and “Always Together” (WB) 
(2d wk), slim $6,800. 

Hollywood Music Hall (Blumen- 


feld) (475; 60-85)— “Four Faces 
West” (UA). Good $4,500. Last 
week, “Will It Happen Again?” 


| (FC) and “Argyle Secrets” (FC) (9 
'davs), $2,900 

|_ Tris (FWC) (828; 60-85)—“All My 
Sons” (U) and “Arthur Takes Over” 
Last week, 


Laurel (Rosener) (290: 85)—‘‘The 
(Indie). Moderate $3,500. 
“My Father’s House” 


(FC) he (3d wk), $1,800. 


| 60-$1)—“Iron Curtain” (20th) and 
|solid $30,000. 


Loew’s State (Loew’s-WC) (2,404; 


“Best Man Wins” (Col) (2d wk). 
Dropping to $16,000. Last week, 


Los Angeles (D’town-WC) (2,097; 
60-$1)—“B. F.’s Daughter” (M-G). 
Last week, “State 
bg 3 (M-G) (3d wk-8 days), $9,- 
Loyola (FWC) 
Iron Curtain” 
Man Wins” 


(1,248; 60-$1)— 
(20th) and “Best 
(Col) (2d wk). Good 
(D’town- WC) (2,210; 
(EL) and 


|“Assigned to Danger” (EL). Hefty 


$19,000. Last week, “Noose Hangs 
High” (EL) and “Cobra Strikes” 
| (EL) (10 days), good $17,900. 

| Pantages (Pan) (2,812; 60-$1 — 


|(WB) and “Always Together” (WB) |‘ Miracle Bells” (RKO) and “Wreck 


| (2d wk), thin $7,600. 


feld) (872: 60-$1)— “Four Faces 
West” (UA). . Slow $7,500. Last 
| week, “Will It Happen Again” (FC) 


slim $7,300.~ 

Egyptian (FWC) (1,538; 60-$1)— 
“B. F.’s Daughter”. (M-G).° Fair 
$10,000. Last week, “State of 
Union” (M-G) (3d wk-8 days), $7,- 
100. 

El Rey (FWC) (861: 60-$1)— 
“Raw Deal” (EL) and “Assigned to 
Danger” (EL). Good $5,000. Last 
week, “Noose Hangs High” (EL) 
and “Cobra Strikes” (EL) (10 days), 
only $3,600. 

Esquire (Rosener) (685; 85-$1.20) 
—“Eternal Return” (Indie) (2d wk). 
Near $2,000. Last week, fair $2,300. 

Four Star (UA-WC) (900; 60-$1)— 
“Letter Unknown Woman” (U) and 








Newcomers Not So 


San Francisco, May 25. 

Cloudy weather Sunday (23) 
helped biz some but newcomers 
aren’t faring too well, nor are the 
h.o.s with exception of “Fort 
Apache” at Golden Gate. “Arch of 
Triumph” is doing fairly well at 
the St. Francis, while the pop- 
priced “Duel in Sun” is under ex- 
pectations at the Paramount. “Iron 
Curtain” also slipped in its second 
week.” 

Estimates for This Week 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,844; 65- 
$1)—“Fort Apache” (RKO) (2d wk). 
Fine $18,000. Last week, solid $27,- 


Fox (FWC) (4,651; 60-95)—‘The 
Iron Curtain” ee A, Off 
to $11,000 after bi ,000. 

Warheld (F WC)" (2,656:. 60-85 )— 
“Fighting 69th” (WB) and “Valley 
of the Giants” (WB) (reissues). 
Weak $12,000. Last week, “State of 
Union” (M-G) (3d wk-5 days) only 
$7,500. 

Paramount (Par) (2,646; 60-85)— 
“Duel in the Sun” (SRO)). Back at 
pop prices, only fair $18,500. Last 
week, “Winter Meeting” (WB) $18,- 


St. Francis (Par) (1,500; 60-85)— 
“arch of Triumph” (UA). Good 
$17,000. Last week, ‘“Hatter’s 





Frisky in Frisco; 


‘Arch’ Good 176, ‘Duel’ Fair 18446 


|and Coo” (Rep), neat $3,200. 


Castle” (Par) (3rd wk) (10 days), 
$10,000. 

Orpheum (Blumenfeld) (2,448; 
55-85)—“‘All My Sons” (U) (2d wk). 
Colorless $11,000. Last week, fine 
$17,000. 

United Artists (Blumenfeld) (1,- 
207; 55-85) — “Will It Happen 
Again?” (FC) and “Argyle Secrets” 
(FC). Mediocré $6,000. Last week, 
“Sahara” (Col) and “Destroyer” 
(Col) (reissues). Strong $9,000. 

Stagedeor (Ackerman) (350; 60- 
85)\—“Piccadilly Incident” (M-G). 
Okay $2,900. Last week, “The Oc- 
tober Man” (U), $2,800. 

Clay (Roesner) (400; 65-85)—"‘To 
Live In Peace” (Indie) (3d wk). 
Nice $2,700. Last week, oke $3,100. 

Larkin (Roesner) (400; 65-85)— 
“Die Fledermaus” (Indie) (2d wk). 
Strong $2,900. Last week, husky 


200. 

Balied Nations (FWC) (1,149; 
60-85)—“An et rae Oa: 
@kay $5,20°. week, “The Fu- 
gitive” (RKO) (2d wk) (5 days) fell 
to ‘$2,000. 

Esquire (Blumenfeld) (955; 55- 
85)—“‘Are You With It’,(U). Ave- 
rage $9,500. Last week, “All My 
Sons” (U) on twin bill with Or- 
pheum, sock $11,000. 

State (Par) (2,133; 60-85)— 


and “Argyle Secrets” (FC) (9 days), | 


Hesperus” (Gol) (2d wk). Slow $9,- 


Downtown Music Hall (Blumen-| 500. Last week, thin $15,000. 


Paramount (F&M) (3,398; 60-$1) 
(Continued on page 18) 


MAMA’ HOT 156 
TOPS DULL L’VILLE 


Louisville, May 25. 

Biz is off the beam in most spots 
this week. Well in the lead is “I 
Remember Mama” at the Rialto. 
“Sitting Pretty” in 3d stanza at 
the Brown is cashing in on strong 
word-of-mouth: to register a neat 
$6,000. Balance of the downtown 
houses are currently in a b.o. 
slump, accounted for by ideal 
weather. 

Estimates for This Week 

Brown (Fourth Avenue) (1,200; 
45-65) — “Sitting Pretty” (20th) 
(3d wk), word-of-mouth has been 
great stimulation. Fine $6,000, 
after last week’s big $7,000. 

Kentucky (Switow) (1,200: 30- 








“Woman in White” (WB). So-so $8-, | $4 


40)—“Three Daring Daughters” 
(M-G) and “Prince of Thieves” 
(Col), fair $2,800. Last week 
“Pirates Monterey” (U) and “Bill 


Mary Anderson (People’s) (1,100; 
45-65)—““‘Woman in White” (WB), 
moderate $6,000. Last week “Fight- 


ing 69th” (WB) (reissue), fine 
$7,000. 
National (Standard) (2,400; 45- 


65)—“Butch Minds Baby” (Indie) 
and “Little Tough Guy” (Indie) 
(reissues), slow $5,000. Last week 
“Invisible Man Returns” (Indie) 
and “Invisible Man” (Indie) (re- 
issues), nice $7,000. 

Rialto (FA) (3,400; 45-65)—“I 
Remember Mama” (RKO). Looks 
like the standout in a slow week 
downtown, healthy $15,000. Last 
week’ “Iron Curtain” (20th) and 
“Arthur Takes Over” (20th), Russe 
themed film didn’t stir much in- 
terest here, mild $12,000. 

Scoop (L’ville Theatres) (700; 
45-65)—“Eternal Return’ (Indie), 
slowish $1,800. Last week “Lady 
Surrenders” (U) and “Tawny Pipit” 
(U), nice $2,500. 

State (Loew’s) (3,000; 45-65)— 
“Arch of Triumph” (UA) and 
“Who Killed Doc Robin” (UA), un- 
der expectations at light $12,000. 
Last a 4 am” at 
regular prices so ,000. 

Strand (FA) (1,000; 45-65)— 
“Love from Heaven” (EL), slow 
“Heading for Heaven” (EL), slow 
Last week “Old Los An- 








200. Last week, “Noose Hangs 
High” (EL) (2d wk) (m.o.) $7,000. 


500. 
geles” (Rep) and “Under Califor- 
nia Skies” (Rep), sturdy $7,000. 
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FORE~DAY “ROMANCE ON THE HIGH SEAS’ 
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with OSCAR LEVANT - S.2. SAKALL - rorTunio BONANOVA 
oinecteo sy MICHAEL CURTIZ  rroouceo ev ALEX GOTTLIEB 
A MICHAEL CURTIZ PRODUCTION 


Screen Play by Julius J. & Philip G. Epstein « Additional Dialogue by 1. A. L. Diemon® 
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Ars. Pix Activity Stepped Up as Coin 
Situation Stymies Foreign Distribs 


Montevideo, May 11. 

With the Argentine exchange 
situation growing daily more acute 
and the peso sviraling down, so 
foreign film distributors in 





Canada Provinces Slap 





t 
plier have no idea how long Montreal, May 25. 
they wil! be able to continue Op-| Before show biz operators 


erating, there is intense activity 


, . ’ This res wi 
Tax on to Replace Fed.’s¥or $121,505 in t9s0. ccna te one 


Montreal Consolidated 
Shows $131,666 ’47 Gain 


Montreal, May 25. 


A net profit of $131,666 is re- 
ported by Consolidated Theatres, 
which operates this city’s main pic 
houses, in 1947, equivalent to 37c. 
per class “B” share, after allowing 
for one year’s dividend require- 
ments in the class “A” stock. 


per class “B” share on the same 
basis. Net working capital is 
shown at $401,933, an increase of 





| stopped cheering over the federal 
ture industry there, with major | government's rescinding of amuse- | 
studio execs counting on govern- ment taxes, the provinces have | 
ment support a, ove! re Pe stepped in with taxes of their own. | 
owe faitg, ee e* production |, : : 
hibition as weil as I T'wo main provinces of Quebec and 
field. - a | Ontario have already slapped 
On the ne hand gett dl = |12%% and 20% levies respectively 
counting on the - er Se tibetton 'on all amusement tabs despite a 
loans up to 70% he sir a cm, | request from the federal govern- 
‘ m >» Z > > . . 
costs, which are to on ne ion ™ jment that the provinces refrain 
by the posing filets a \from imposing such taxes. 
_ Ss Ww > - 
These loan | Theatre. managers and sports 


nment tycoons to a say in the | Poon Pare. “ee 
yore of material, casting, etc. | promoters are currently watching 


on the production side of the pic- 


$163,320. Mortgage indebted- | 
ness was reduced by $69,166 dur- | 
ing the year. 


Hypoed Indian 








| 


Born Yesterday’ Fast Paris Flop; 


Petticoat’ Packs Em: B.0. Varies 





‘Medium,’ With U.S. Cast, To 


Preem in Paris in French 


London, May 25. 

Gian-Carlo Menotti’s 
double-bill, “The Medium” and 
“The Telephone,” which opened 


close Saturday (29), and imme- 
diately cross the Channel for open- 
ing in Paris at the Theatre de la 
Renaissance June 3. Same Ameri- 
can cast that did the plays in New 
York and London will perform in 


Paris—only this time in French. 


“ e > y > ) 7 , ., . > | 
Pix Production (2™si@uxeceeentes 


Paris production. 
The Covent Garden opera troupe 


operatic | of May 13 to 19, 


at | 


the Aldwych here April 28, will |as the two most steady shows, shar-- 


+ Paris, May 25. 


Most Paris legit houses last week 
showed an extraordinary irregu- 
larity in their boxoffice grosses, 
re considerably from day to 

ay. 
| Estimated grosses, for the week 
show “Petite 
|Hutte” at the Nouveautes and “Vio- 
lettes Imperiales” at the Mogador 





|ing honors with Jean-Paul Sartre’s 
|““Mains Sales” at the Antoine. Re- 
|vival of Jacques Deval’s “Made- 
|moiselle” at the Saint Georges is 
‘sold out in advance for every per- 
formance. 

The French adaptation of “Born 
Yesterday” folded at the Ambassa- 
deur where it was dropping to less 


ithan $150 per night. Parisian audi- 


. ° . | j i 
‘will also perform in Paris, when |©®CeS require an adaptation that 


| 


; 
’ 


trial Credit Bank is set-|@evelopments in other provinces 
ae soonest to decide on | where legislative sessions are 
these loans, which is to include | about to open. Dropping of the 
three members chosen from the | 


Producers Assn., together with the 


'the company takes Benjamin Brit- | makes it practically French, such 
|ten's opera, “Peter Grimes,” there. | 25 Jacques Deval’s adaptation of 


In British Exit 
|New opus will be done first in|. Petticoat Fever,” which packs the 


Ezra Mir ia pr -er - | i j 
F ir, India producer of doc | Brussels June 7-8, then sung at the Michodiere. 
'umentary films currently making a Overa 11-12. Doris! Noteworthy grosses for the week 
iincluded the Alhambra, where the 


federal government’s 20% tax on 


atra ti ~ ~ oO ¢ ° 
theatre tickets and sports, 25% tax ! Paris Tune 
+ “A 40) wpe 7 444m ~- ms 





head of the Entertainment Board, 
Claudio Martinez Paiva and the 
bank’s legal adviser. There is some 
unrest in the industry, where it’s 
understood that the selection of 
the three producers’ delegates to 
decide on award of the loans, 
places the entire industry in the 
hands of those three men, who are 
thus given power to stymie any 
competition from the start. 

The Entertainment Board has 
decided to encourage producers 
still further by making exhibitors 
pay a percentage of 5% on grosses 
at all theatres where local pro- 
ductions are exhibited on double 
bills as B pix with some foreign 
picture as the “feature.” In face of 
this “protectionist” policy new 
capital is being ventured in pro- 
duction, and a consortium formed 
by Lopez Ayala and Alfredo Le 
Pera has just purchased a lot in 
the suburb of Bella Vista for con- 
struction of monumental studios. 


Film Andes, which was set up 
a bare two years ago, has taken 
over PYADA  (Productores’ y 
Artistas de America), which gives 
it a distribution setup for its ma- 
terial in other South American 
countries. Film Andes is currently 
building big studios in the province 
of Mendoza, where there are ideal 
climat’: conditions for pix pro- 
duction. : 


Stockholm Pix Houses 
Shuttering Due to Tax 
Boost, Summer Season 


Stockholm, May 12. 


With the end of the '47-’48 film 
Season now here, many houses are 
closing down for the duration of 
the warm weather. A summer at- 
tendance slump is usually taken 
for granted, but the recent boost 
in admission taxes has also been a 
factor in cutting grosses. Exhib- 
itors point out as prime examples 
of the stiffening customer resist- 
ance, the fact that most films 
which ordinarily hold for two or 


three weeks are lucky to remain 
for one. 


qoespite the b.o. tailspin, RKO’s 
teens of Our Lives” is pass- 
xe its 20th week at the Roda 
Fb here and has chalked up 
ante months at the Lorensberg 

eatre, Gothenburg. Other Amer- 





on niteries and 5% tax on the pari- 
mutuels, will cut government rev- 
enues by $23,500,000 a year. The 
provinces are eyeing this lost rev- 


/enue for local use for educational 
{and hospital facilities. 





British Radio 
Needs Help 


London, May 18. 


Immediate government action 
including the slashing of purchase 
taxes is being’ considered by the 
cabinet to save Britain’s radio in- 
dustry from ruin. During the past 
few weeks millions of dollars have 
been lost by radio manufacturers 
and shareholders as share prices 
slumped to an all-time low on the 
stock market. 

Stacked on British shelves are 
more than 500,000 new radio and 
television sets which nobody will 
buy, and the industry blames the 
purchase tax, which was recently 
increased to 6624% as the cause of 
their downfall. In the past few 
weeks more than 5,000 radio work- 
ers have been laid off by factories 
and thousands more are about to 
be fired as production is cut and 
factories close. 


Investors holding shares in the 
E. K. Cole, Cossor, Decca, E.M.I., 
MeMichael, Pye and Ultra com- 
panies have lost $28,000,000 in the 
past year, and prices are still drop- 
ping. 

Radio Industry Council is mak- 
ing a special report to Sir Stafford 
Cripps at his request, and unions 
have sent detailed reports to Gov- 
ernment Ministers with a request 
for an immediate decrease in pur- 
chase tax. Industry leaders state 
the only way to save the industry 
from complete disaster is to either 
remove the tax altogether or re- 
duce it to a third. 

The industry promised to export 
400,000 radio sets in 1948 provid- 
ing it could sell 1,400,000 radios 
on the home market. This target 
is now unlikely to be reached and 
the financial losses in the indus- 
try are certain to prevent Britain 
winning the race for world tele- 
vision supremacy. The crisis is 
believed to have been caused by 


tour of the U. S., says a new im-|Doree, former N.Y. Metopera so- 


petus has been given to film pro- 
duction in his country since the 
British have given up their rule. 
Although activity has fallen slightly 
off from the peak wartime rate of 
300 full-length films per year, Mir 
said it’s only the lull before a new 
production boom. “‘There’s a new 
flush of ideas in India and film 
producers are now permitted to 
treat subjects formerly nixed by 
the British,” he said . 

Declaring that less than 20% of 
India’s “vast population are now 
touched by film screenings in the 
country’s 1,700 theatres, Mir said 
that in five years there would be 
over 5,000 theatres in operation. 
The Indian government, Mir said, 
is aware of the tremendous educa- 
tional potentialities of the screen 
in.promoting industrialization, hy- 
giene and literacy. The building 
boom will begin as soon as condi- 
tions settle on the Indian continent. 

Mir, acting as unofficial rep for 
the Indian government, is survey- 
ing latest developments in film 
techniques and equipment used in 
the U. S. He’ll leave for Holly- 
wood in late June. During the war, 
when he served as head of the 
Indian government’s film depart- 
ment, he turned out documen- 
taries at the rate of one-a-week for 
over three years to inform the 
Indian people of the government’s 
wartime developments. 

Several producers in both India 
and England, Mir said, have indi- 
cated interest in making a life of 
Ghandi. Upon his return to India 
next fall, Mir said he might at- 
tempt a film biog of the late po- 
litical and spiritual leader, by 
utilizing newsreel clips taken dur- 
ing his life. 

Production of six feature pix in 
Mexico City this year is being 
readied by the National Cinemato- 
graphic Industry Workers Union 
(STIC), Mexico’s pioneer film labor 
organization. 


Current London Shows 


London, May 25. 


(Figure shows weeks of run) 
“Anna Lucasta,”’ Majesty’s (30). 
“Annie Get Gun,” Col’s’m (51). 
“Barretts,” Garrick (4). 

“Bless the Bride,” Adelphi (57). 




















prano, will sing the lead in both 
cities. ; 


Rawstock Lack 
Limits Germany 


A severe rawstock shortage in 
Germany is limiting distribution of | 
Hollywood films to the 2,245 thea- 
tres in the Anglo-U. S. zone, ac- 
cording to Marian Jordan, Motion 
Picture Export Assn. rep in that 
area, currently visiting this coun- 
try. Jordan said, however, that re- 
lease of American films will be 
stepped up to the rate of one per 
week starting immediately in 
Bizonia in order. to service ‘the 
theatres with adequate product. 

Jordan revealed that the Ameri- 
can Military Government officials 
were still permitting the distribu- 
tion of prewar Nazi-made films in 
Germany. Situation will be cor- 
rected as soon as the MPEA com- 
panies fill the market gap. Cur- 
rently, the rawstock famine is 
cutting down prints to seven per 
picture instead of the 30 required. 

Jordan estimated that a total of 
90,000,000 marks has accumulated 
in Germany for U. S. film com- 
panies since the end of the war, 
but he couldn’t estimate its value 
in Ameriean dollars due to cur- 
rency fluctuations. Domestic pro- 
duction in Germany is slowly re- 
viving with a miximum of 12 fea- 
tures slated for this year. The 
quality of German films, however, 
is far inferior to the prewar level, 
Jordan said. 


LONDON LIKES ‘MAID’; 
‘CALYPSO’ DUBIOUS 


London, May 25. 


“Maid® to Measure,” which 
opened at the Cambridge here, 
May 19, is a bright, intimate revue 
starring Jessie Matthews and Lew 
Parker. Production is consider- 
ably improved following its trans- 
fer from the Lyric theatre, Ham- 
mersmith. Show was warmly re- 
ceived, mainly because Miss Mat- 
thews was back following a stage 
absence of six years. “Maid” has 
an even chance of being success- 


4 








‘comedian Bourvil drew $8,000 with 


“Maharajah;” the Mogador, where 
Henri Varna’s production of ‘“Vio- 
lettes Imperiales” brought a ter- 
rific $14,500; the Chatelet, with 
“Marechale Sans Gene” pulling a 
nice $11,800. In revues, the Folies 
Bergere with $16,500 easily bested 
the Casino de Paris’ $13,200. 
“Clochemerle,” at the Ambigu, is 
more a comedy than a musical, and 
grossed a fair $3,500. 

“Petite Hutte” brought the Nou- 
veautes an ideal $4,700, and Sar- 
tre’s ‘Mains Sales” at the.Antoine 
did $5,200. At the Atelier, Jéan 
Anouilh’s “Invitation au Chateau” 
did a fair $3,300, while at the 
Athenee “Valparaiso” brought $3,- 
700. At the Vieux, Colombier 
“Lucienne et le Boucher” was a 
satisfactory $2,300; at the Made- 
leine the revival of ‘“Tovarich” did 
a nice $4,300 with Victor Francen, 
and “Santiago” pulled a satisfac- 
tory $2,800 at the Hebertot. 


Series of Symph Shorts 
By European Orchs Set 
For Release in America 


Eugen Sharin, until — recently 
European rep in New York for 
Eagle Lion, has just returned from 
a seven-week trip to Europe, bring- 
ing back footage of the Vienna 
Philharmonic Orchestra playing 
the Overture to “Orphee aux En- 
fers,” by Offenbach, conducted by 
Smith-Gentner. This is first of a 
number of pix he’s importing 
under firm name of Ambassador 
Films. ; 

In Europe he made a tieup with 
Berna Films, a Swiss concern, for 
U. S. rights to a series of similar 
musical shorts played by various 
symphony orchestras in Europe. In 
preparation now by the Vienna 
Philharmonic are Beethoven's “Eg- 
mont Overture,” Strauss’ “Tales of 
the Vienna Woods” and Schubert’s 
“Unfinished Symphony.” 

In addition, Sharin is entering 
into picture production in Europe 
and plans to make at least one film 
there late this summer starring 
Nadine Gray, who is now making a 
film in Vienna called “Darling of 
the World,” biography of French 
dancer Gaby Deslys, with Claude 
Dauphin as her leading man. 
Sharin also plans bringing Miss 








rea films which have held up the pete ay Re ly ie pon “Bob’s Your Uncle,” Sav. (3). ful. Gray te America in September to ‘ 
cities yes 1" the larger Swedish | radios not requiring replacement | “Calypso,” Playhouse (1). “Calypso” which opened at the | appear here in a piay he will pro- , 
(UA) Car Monsieur Verdoux” | and the incursion of too many new| “Carissima,” Palace (11). Playhouse on the 24th, is a native | duce called “Children of Vienna,” ¥ 
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goat of the newer U. S. imports 
cud arners “To the Victor.” Pres- 
a € of Swedish film actress Vi- 
Ma Lindfors in this one alone 
the es the picture surefire b.o. 
po Oughout Scandinavia. Other for- 
Mi Product is topped by Italian 
‘tures which have proved to be 
great money makers in this mar- 
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former ¢ t Canada’s 

plant at Op-secret atomic energy 

yer is Chalk Rivér, Ont., f& sked- 

and or early release in the U. S. 
foreign countries. 


facturers will probably be the sub- 
ject of a debate in Parliament 
within the next month. 


Markova-Dolin London 
Return Causes Stir 


London, May 25. 





Thursday (20) and for first time in 
history of ballet locally, people 
lined up and slept alk Wednesday 
night on sidewalk, waiting for box- 





office to open. 





“Four, Five, Six,” Yorks (11), 
“Frenzy,” St. Mart (5). 
“Happiest Days,” Apollo (9). 
“Hellzapoppin,” Princes (7). 
“Life With Father,” Savoy (51). 
“Linden Tree,” Duchess (41). 
“Little Lambs,” Ambass. (7). 
“Maid to Measure,” Camb. (1). 
“Master Builder,” Westm’ter (2). 
“Mountain Air,” Comedy (17). 


“Together Again,” Vic. Pal. (49). 
“Tuppence,” Globe (33). 
“Vigil,” Wales (3). 





“Worm’s View,” Whitehall (56). 


Dove and Cedric Connor, with 
Mabel Lee, a cute replica of Jose- 
phine Baker, as the outstanding 
personality. Show needs consid- 
erable strengthening and increase 
of pace, which is unlikely in its 
present form. 


FINNS TAKE TO ‘JOAN’ 





ceived by critics, and would prob- 
ably do very good here for a long 
run, weren’t it for other bookings 
already fixed, 


France-Melodie Ceases; 
Day to Collect for Metro 


Paris, May 25. 
Though remaining alive as a cor- 
poration, France - Melodie, local 
music publishing Metro subsid, is 
ceasing operations and Metro’s 
French rights will be collected by 


partly due to Day having been able 
more easily than Metro to. get 
home the proceeds collected from 





local musical rights for its catalog. 
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Kas.-Mo. Allied Sees 16m Licenses 
-Annihilating Smalltown Exhibs 


Sounding the most vociferous 
and alarming complaint yet made 
by indie e. ibitors against the 
major distribs’ spread of theatrical 
16m bookings in the U. S., Allied 
Theatre Owners of Kansas and 
Missouri warned this week that 
the movement, “if completely ig- 
nored, could possibly lead to com- 
plete annihilation of the small- 
town theatres.” 

Taking a special swipe at RKO, 


the exhib group quotes the Allied |tional Screen Service trailers to all ! 


unit of Indiana, an affiliate outfit, 
as declaring that RKO is selling 
to 16m theatrical installations at a 
guarantee of $25 against 50% for 
the narrow-gauge product. “Add 
the ‘two’ of 50,000 accounts to the 
‘two’ of 50°% rentals,” the Allied 
bulletin points out, “and you get 
the ‘four,’ that the film companies 
must be considering the balance 
between the profit to be derived 
from potential 16m_customers and 
the 2,500 established theatres now 
lecated in tewns of less than 1,000 
population,” 

As a possible preventive measure 
against 16m bookings forcing the 
smalltown theatres out of business, 
the Allied group has asked all its 
members to send in complete in- 
formation any time a 16m film is 
shown in their towns “by a group, 
school, church or anyone else.” 
Allied pointed out that many 16m 
pix are released “unbeknown to 
the preducer and in violation of 
the copyright laws”; that many 
16m exhibs charge no Federal tax, 
and many don’t pay the required 
American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers rates. 

“With this information,” the 
group declared, “we can, as an 
organization, put the heat on fast 
and it will save you any embarass- 
ment in having to do the job your- 
self. Let’s stop this unfair com- 
petition, which can only be done 
through your cooperation in secur- 
ing the information and sending it 
to us so that we can take action.” 

Allied objected to the majors’ 
assumption that the lack of com- 

etition between 16m and 35m 
heatrical situations in Europe and 
other foreign countries would hold 
true in the U. S. “Have the dis- 
tributors. taken into consideration 
that every rural family in this 
country has a car?” the bulletin 
asked. “That is not true of Europe. 
Right here in Kansas and Missouri, 
any number of our rural houses 
draw from an area of 10 to 40 
miles around. The success of these 
houses depends on this car-riding 
patronage.” The bulletin § con- 
cluded: 

“We hope, and are inclined to 
believe, that exhibitors are not 


,% 
? 





WPIX DISTRIB SETUP 
ON KORDA TRAILERS 


Pointing up the way in which 
television broadcasters may virtu- 
ally take over all the functions of 
‘a film distributor, WPIX, the N. Y. 
iDaily News’ forthcoming television 
istation, will provide standard Na- 





116 TV stations that have bought 
‘the 24 Sir Alexander Korda films 
ifrom the News. 

| WPIX originally leased the pix 
‘from Korda for a year for $130,000, 
isewing up with the deal the right 
ito book them to othér tele stations 
‘throughout the country. it then sold 
ithe films on an exclusive basis in 
leach city to the other stations, op- 
erating much the same as a stand- 
ard film distrib. Both the features 
and trailers have been reduced to 











Theatre Tele 


Continued from page 5 


station KTLA’ provided the base 
for the show. It could just as 
well have been Don Lee-Mutual’s 
KTSL, the only other tele station 
in operation in the Los Angeles 
area, except that latter’s signal is 
practically non-existent in War- 
ners’ mountain-hemmed corner of 
the San Fernando Valley. 

Col. Nathan Levinson, director 
of Warners’ engineering and tech- 
nical research staff, crystallized 
film companies’ adamant no-pub- 
licity stance at the demonstration. 
Emceeing the show, he said, “This 
is an off-the-record report to the 
Society of Motion Picture En- 
gineers indicating the state of the 
theatre television art as it is to- 
day. We prefer that no publicity 
be given tonight’s meeting because 
we are not ready for it. We are 
still in the throes of development 
work.” 

- Audience of 3,000 

An audience of 3,000 jammed 
the huge sound stage. It looked 
like the main floor of the Broad- 
way Roxy on Saturday night from 
the vantage point of a huge stair- 
case up which Errol Flynn was 
striding manfully a few weeks ago 
during filming of “The Adven- 
tures of Don Juan.” With that 
crowd, it was a cinch for the story 
to get out. Here’s what happened: 
Televising of speakers at the 
technicil session teed off the pro- 
gram. Standing on a platform 20 
feet from the screen, orators’ 








being just gullible when they are 
reassured by the concern expressed 
by the film companies to protect 
the interest of the smalltown 35m 
theatres. We hope that the concern 
is not expressed for the purpose of 
lulling the small exhibitor who is 
today’s customer into complacency 
until tomorrow’s 16m market can 
be developed.” 


‘Pimpernel’ 

















ices of Navid Niven. Picture will 
be made under the Korda banner 


chael Powell as producer and di- 
rector, respectively. Korda owns 
the story, having previously made 
it in 1935 with Leslie Howard. His 
British Lion organization will dis- 
tribute -the film in the eastern 
hemisphere. 

On the distribution in the Amer- 
icas, RKO is obliged to handle the 
film under its pact with Goldwyn. 
Contract provides he can release 
a certain number of pix yearly 
through the organization at his 
regular terms as long as the film 
carries the billing, “Samuel Gold- 
wyn Presents.” 

Goldwyn recently informed RKO 
he is picking up his option to re- 
new his distribution pact with the 
company for one year from July 1. 


New Drive-In for Minn. 
Minneapolis, May 25. 

Another new Drive-In is sched- 
uled for this territory, at St. Cloud, 
Minn. J. A. Cremisino and H. E. 
Clark are having the plans drawn 
up. The only Drive-In now op- 
erating in the territory is the 
Bloomington, in 
Others are building at Rochester, 
Minn.. and Sioux Falls, S. D. Con- 
struction of another in the Twin 
City midway district will start 
shortly. 
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by Emeric Pressburger and Mi- 


city’s suburb. | 


images were telecast directly to 


graphed simultaneously from the 
face of the tele tube for later tele- 
casting. 

Application of this method to 
large conventions and _ exhibits 
was graphically illustrated. As the 
speakers walked from one piece 
of tele gear to another, picking 
up small pieces of equipment and 
(explaining them, the Audience 
saw it all in detail on the screen. 

Four-Unit Process 

Burton E. Miller of Col. Levin- 
son’s staff demonstrated Warners’ 
high-speed developing equipment, 
which processes film from telecasts, 
a la Par’s Broadway theatre deal, 
in 70.9 seconds. It consists of four 
units: water heater, film dryer, 
developer and power control panel. 

Coliseum event, in which Univer- 
sity. of Southern California’s Mel 
Patton dashed 100 yards in 9.4 sec- 
onds, was then telecast. It was sup- 
posed to be a 100-metre dash, but 
it seems as though the track offi- 
cidls were overawed by the immen- 
sity. of the historic television occa- 
‘sion, so Patton’s 100-yards-in-9.3 
still stands. 

Direct version was clear and bril- 
liant, with little graininess and only 
the routine distortions of 
home tele sets on hand to mar it. 
Audience giggled over the quirks 
that made some of the sprinters 
look like Gilda Gray attempting 
another comeback at the Diamond 
Horseshoe. Camera also took in 
| lots of good crowd shots among the 
,60.000 spectators in the well-lit 
Coliseum. . 

Last demonstration of the even- 
ing covered films also, but another 
brand. These- were films made 
earlier in the evening of arriving 
guests on the sound stage, includ- 
‘ing RKO’s N. Peter Rathvon, Na 
|tional Theatres’ Charles Skouras, 
,and KTLA’s Klaus Landsberg. 








H’wood Pitch for IA 


A new glamor technique is 
being used in the current labor 
battle between Local H-63 and 
the Screen Office & Profes- 
sional Employees Guild. A top 
Hollywood star, who’s remain- 
ing anonymous, will address a 
special membership meeting of 
United Artists white collarites 
called by Local H-63 tonight 
(Wed.). He’ll speak on the ad- 
vantages of belonging to IA. 
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the effect of Russia’s Fifth Col- 
umn,” UA’s board of directors de- 
clared it will bargain with any 
group obeying “the laws of the 
United States.” SOPEG’s current 
two-year contract expires May 31. | 











company paets with SOPEG expir- 
ing in September, it’s likely UA’s 
move will set the, pattern for the 
industry in its future relations 
with SOPEG. Latter officials have | 
expressed their intention to hold 
on to their terrain with every 
means at their disposal, from a 
public relations campaign right up 
to strike action if required. 


SOPEG’s Refusal 


UA’s move against SOPEG 
proved to be a boon for the organ- 
izing drive of Local H-63, which 
currently holds contracts with 
Warner Bros. and Universal in 
addition to several small com- 
panies. Local H-63’s current 
strategy is based upon the holding 
of union shop elections at each 
company under the auspices of the 
National Labor Relations Act. Due 
to its refusal to sign the anti- 
Commie declarations, SOPEG will 
not be included on the ballot. 


In the preliminary leaflet skirm- 
ishes, SOPEG has charged 
rival H-63 Local With repeating its 
attempt of two years ago to raid it 


Semenenko 


“Continued from page 3 


selling. Feeling is that the prexy 
still considers Rep his baby. 
Semenenko's group was last ac- 
tive 
Corp.’s controlling interest in RKO. 
However, when Howard Hughes 
showed a real desire to obtain the 
stock, Semenenko backed out, since 
his First National Bank of Boston 
does business with some of Hughes’ 
companies and he would, in éffect, 
have been bidding against his own 
money. It was then that interest 
shifted to Republic. 


Rep Stockholder Sues 
On Yates’ 200G Profit 
Profit of $200,000, which Repub- 





the screen. They were also photo- | lic 


Pictures’ prexy Herbert J. 
Yates allegedly made in stock 
deals two years ago, should be 
turned over to Republic, Simon L. 
Levin charged in a stockholder’s 
suit filed in N. Y. federal court 
yesterday (Tues.). Named as de- 
fendants are Yates, Republic Pic- 
tures Corp. and Onsrud, Inc. 


been owner of all controlling stock 
in Onsrud since Feb. 1946. Ac- 
cording to the complaint Onsrud 
sold 63,700 shares of Republic 
common between Feb. 21, 1946 
and April 9, 1946 while Yates 
bought 27,000 shares of Republic 
common in the period July 17- 
Oct. 9, 1946. 

Suit was filed under section 
16b of the Securities & Exchange 
Act which bans stock sales or pur- 
chases by company officers and 
directors in periods of less than 
six months. Levin alleges under 
Federal statutes Yates’ profits 
should go to Republic. On Feb. 11, 
1948 Levin sent a letter to Re- 
public asking it to file suit to re- 
cover the profits but they failed 
to take any action. 


Depinet 
Continued from page 3 


an astute and courageous young 
businessman but a showman who 
has had a continuous interest in 
motion pictures for 25 years and as 
an independent producer, has 
made a number of top boxoffice 
pictures of the past two decades.” 
“RKO has never been in better 
shape for product,” company top- 
per said. “We have more top 
quality pictures finished and shoot- 
ing than in any time in our history 
}and they're all big. ones, built for 
‘boxoffice and entertainment.” 





ner furts. to obtain Atias (instituted in 1931. 


performances are covered by the 
players, he explained. 


Hopkins in Collier’s. 


— 


Inside Stuff—Pictures 
Deal recently made by David O. Selznick with John Ringling North 
to make a film, “The Greatest Show on Earth,” around the Ringling 
Bros.-Barnum & Bailey circus, gives the Big Top an undivulged per. 
centage interest in the picture. North said that show’s regular per. 


formers, unless getting a special starring assignment in the film, 
would not get paid extra for working before the cameras. 


; Such 
circus’s regular contracts with its 





Samuel Goldwyn press department last week sent out to news- 
paper and mag writers and editors last week several hundred copies 
of the first installment of Robert E. Sherwood's pieces on Harry 
Intro- by the mag to the series explained that 
Sherwood took time out between ‘his activities for the Government 
during the war and start of work on the Hopkins articles to write 
“Best Years of Our Lives” for Goidwyn. 
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Palace May Go Dark 


Continued frem page 1 








With the rest of the major film | house were given their notices last 


-week on a “just-in-case” basis. 


Malcolm Kingsberg. topper of 
RKO Theatres, which runs the 
Palace, said that the company is 
feeling around for a policy whieh 


A number of switches in policy 
have been made recently in an ef- 
fort to ressucitate the famed 1,700- 
seat Broadway landmark. 


House is currently running 
double features second-run, with 
top or secondary first-run films 
having proved unable te turn a 
profit for the Palace. There were 
reports recently that the house 
would return to vaude, but such 
a move was-never actually con- 
sidered by RKO execs. 


The layoff notices to the em- 
ployes, Kingsberg said, were issued 
so that the management might 
have full freedom in working out 
its next move, whatever it may be. 
Kingsberg was reluctant te admit 
that it might be necessary to close 


the |the house. He said the future was 


“undecided.” 

Palace lighted in 1913 and, after 
some tough initial weeks, soon de- 
veloped into the premiere home of 
vaude in this country and through- 
out the world. Having played the 
Palace was the hallmark of ac- 
ceptance for a performer. With 
the encroachment of films, biz slid 
off until a combination policy was 
A year later, 
the live talent was out altogether 
and the Palace has operated as a 
filmery since then, but never with 
anything like the success it en- 
joyed as a vaude showcase, despite 
on excellent Times Square loca- 

on. 


Cohen Wants Clearance 
Over the Palace on B’way 


Squabble over the RKO Palace 
moving into a subsequent-run posi- 
tion and the resultant scrambling 
of Times Sq. clearances touched 
off a $1,800,000 triple damage anti- 
trust suit which was filed this week 
in N. Y. federal court by Max 
Cohen’s Anco Enterprises and An- 
well Amusement Corp. against 
RKO, 20th-Fox and Warner Bros. 
Suit was brought to win a court 
ruling that Cohen’s New Amster- 





Levin claimed that Yates has | dam theatre, located on 42d street, 


should be given clearance ahead of 
the Palace and RKO’s 23d Street 
theatre. 


Tiff had been brewing for some 
time following disagreement over 
relegation of the New 
to a run seven days after the 23d 
St. It flared in April when 20th- 
Fox grooved its “Sitting Pretty” 
to the Palace instead of the Am- 
sterdam after the latter had al- 
legedly booked the film. 


Plaintiff's contention is that the 
Palace doesn’t compete with the 
Amsterdam. Complaint also main- 
tains that licensing agreements bar 
the ringing in of a new house which 
would take clearance before the 
plaintiff's theatre. Palace is placed 
in that category because it switched 
from showcase to subsequent-run 
policy. 

Permanent injunction is asked 
restraining the defendants from 
granting clearances to the RKO 
circuit ahead of the 42d street the- 
atre. Pending action, Cohen is 
demanding a temporary injunction 
which would bar the defendants 
from refusing to contract with the 
plantiff ahead of both the Palace 
and 23d St. 





New Carolina Drive-Ins 
Charlotte, N. C., May 25. 

New Carolina Drive-In at Con- 
cord, N. C., opened by D. H. Jerni- 
gan and A. J. Biggart, of Lancas- 
ter, S. C., and R. G. Covington, of 
'Greensboro, N. C. New Drive-In 
‘has 350-car capacity. 





will permit continued operation. 


No. Central Alhed Sure 
Of Divorcement, Drops 
Minn. Law to Push it 


Minneapolis. May 25. 
North Central Allied has 
dropped previously announced 


plans to try to push a theatre di- 
vorcement law through the Minne- . 
sota state legislature. Originally 
disappointed because the Supreme 
Court consent decision did not call 
for divorcement, Bennie Berger, 
president of the organization, said 
the body would sponsor such a 
measure aimed at the Minnesota 
Amuse. Co. circuit, a Paramount 
subsidiary. 

After attending the national 
Allied States’ directors meeting in 
Denver, however, Berger says he’s 
now convinced that wheel's actu- 
ally have been set in motion to 
bring divorcement through judicial 
decree soon and that state legisla- 
tion aimed at such a goal will be 
unnecessary. 

Incidentally, Allied has  an- 
nounced its intention to make dras- 
tic demands upon distributors for 
reducing the clearance for Minne- 
apolis and St. Paul neighborhood 
and suburban situations. Even 
prior to the Supreme Court con- 
sent decree decision several de- 
mands had been made by Twin 
City independent exhibitors in- 
dividually for reduced clearance, 
and none of these has been acted 
upon yet. There also has been 


an exhibitor’s damage suit filed 
against Minnesota Amuse. and 
major distributors, alleging sub- 
stantial monetary loss caused by 
the present clearance schedule. 









Continued from page 5 


leases cause the Income figure to 
fall far below the overhead. 

Distrib was faced with a critical 
product shortage this spring, but 
mahaged to safely get over the 
hump by stretching what it had 
-and garnering a few other pictures. 
Sears was also able to line up a 
trio of added starters by putting 
coin into them. They include 
“Time of Your Life,” Robert Gold- 
en‘s “Texas, Brooklyn and Heaven” 
and James Nasser’s “An Innocent 
Affair.” 

UA’s own funds, which it put 
into these productions, are pretty 
well dried up now, though, and the 
company is in no position to ob- 
tain such loans from banks for eas- 
ing the indies’ situation, so the im- 
mediate future looks rather bleak. 
It is said in some informed quar- 
ters, as a matter of fact, that by 
the end of the coming summer the 
tale may be permanently told as to 
whether the company can go on 
under current operating procedure. 

Aside from Enterprise’s “Arch 
of Triumph,” presently playing off; 
“Time of Your Life,” which preems 
today (Wednesday), and “Red 
River,” which goes into release 
during the summer, UA’s hopes for 
the next six months are tied to 
Stanley Kramer’s “So This Is New 
York”; Enterprise’s western, “Four 
Faces West”; "Benedict Bogeaus 
“On Our Merry Way” (retitled 
from “A Miracle Can Happen,” 
which opened poorly), “Texas, 
Brooklyn and Heaven,” Roach’s 
“Laff-Time,” a combo of two of his 
streamliner comedies; Seymour 
Nebenzal’s “Atlantis, the Lost Con- 
tinent,” W. Lee Wilder's “The 
Vicious Circle,” Rogers and Cohn’s 
“Flesh and Blood” .and Edwar 
Peskay’s Mexican documentary, 
“The Angry God.” 


Canton, O., $995,000 Arena 
Canton, O., May 25. 
City Council ,has okayed con- 
struction of $955,000 municipal au- 
ditorium here. Plans cali for a 6,- 
000-seat arena-type structure. 
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TAI MUAY? 
FATHER DUNN 


o> 


_ PAT O'BRIEN 


os FATHER DUNNE 


DARRYL HICKMAN: CHARLES KEMPER* UNA O'CONNOR ARTHUR SHIELO 
JOE SAWYER+ HARRY ‘SHANNON + MYRNA DELL+ RUTH DONNELLY 


Produced by PHIL L. RYAN * Directed by TED TETZLAFF 
Screen Play by MARTIN RACKIN and FRANK DAVIS + Story by WILLIAM RANKIN 


Thue Stor of a real 
life Pied Piper... Father 
Dunne of St. Lovis...who 
led his gang of roughneck 
kids right into the hearts 
and homes of the best 
people in town. A great guy 
who bet on boys~—and won! 
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film’s charm, though lies in the | 
picturization of the family’s life in| 
the small New Jersey town where. 
it awaits faithfully the return~ of 
vaude. | 

Although he’s backed by a fine | 
supporting cast that might other- 
wise steal his thunder, Dailey has 
a personal field day in “Broadway” 
and:-the film should enhance his 
boxoffice value considerably. He 
gets a full chance vo demonstrate | 
his amazing versatility. If vaude | 
were actually to be revived, in fact, | 
Dailey would be an almost certain | 


headliner 
Story of such a vaude family’s 
life, of course, has all been told 


before, but not with the new twist | 
men “Broadway.” Winninger and | 
Fay Bainter comprise the husband- | 
and-wife team who made the Pal-| 
ace in the opening slot but were | 
never quite good enough to head- 
When the props are knocked 
out from under their business, they 
move to the small town where Win- 
ninger takes a factory job, but 
enly as a stepgap. Their three 
kids grow up imbued with the lure 
of show biz but the family also 
settles in the comfortable groove 
of small-town security. When the 
big chance finally comes, after a} 
wait of more than 20 years, the 
family can’t break away from their 
jobs and new friends and so pass 
up a chance for 16 straight weeks’ 
booking. 

In addition to Dailey, who’s 
standout as the son, the cast is ex- 
cellent under the leisurely direc- 
torial touch of Lloyd Bacon. Win- 
-ninger does one of his neatest 
characterizations as the oldtimer 
who refuses to toss in the sponge, 
and Miss Bainter is fine as his 
understanding spouse. Nancy | 
Guild is pretty and adequate as | 
Dailey’s vis-a-vis and Charlie 
Ruggles does his usual okay stint 
as the agent and lifetime friend of 
the family. Another standout is 
Barbara Lawrence as one of the 
daughters, who’s moving rapidly 
into the star slot that 20th has 
grooved for her. 

Title song, cleffed by the late 
George M. Cohan, runs through 
the film as its theme. Other num- 
bers include “When Francis Dances 
With Me,” terped by Dailey and 
Miss Lawrence, and several other | 
oldies, including “Good Morning to | 
All” and “Let a Smile Be Your 
Umbrella.” 

Production méuntings, under the 
‘sioervision of producer Walter 
Morosco, all add to the picture’s 
show biz tenor. Particularly* im- 
pressive are montage shots of old- 
time vaude greats, which intro the 





story. Harry Jacksons’ color pho-| ‘ 


tography is unostentatiously good 
and William Reynolds’ editing job, 
while compact, is loose snow for 
the film’s leisurely pace. tal. 








The Vicious Cirele 


United Artists release of W. Lee Wilder 
Production, directed by Wilder. “Stars Con- 
rad Nagel; features Fritz Kortner, Rein- 
hold Schunzel. Sereenptay, Heinz Herald 


and Guy Endore based on play, ‘*The Burn- | 


ing Bush,” by Herald and Geta Hercezeg; 
cainera, George Robinson; editor, Asa Boyd 


Clark; music, Paul Dessau. Tradeshown 
N. Y. May 25, ’48. Running time, 77 MENS, 
OE ee Conrad Nagel 
Joseph Schwartz.............Fritz Kortner 
ee I Reinhold Sehunzel 
ee, Jo Ry eee Philip Van Zandt 
SS ee Se ae l.yle Talbot 
Samuel SCHWAtmts. .....scsece0cs Kddie Leroy 
Presiding Judge............ Edwin Maxwell 
PEE: 4 tbh nah beatae «cust Krank Ferguson 
6 RTS oe ee David Alexander 
ERT oth AY nut Sake becca aes Rebert Cherry 
Mra. Schwartz................Nina Hansen 
bag ETE eee 
SE SEE swings U'b-4 4h Oocs.en als ioe Rita Gould 
A ree Rudolph Cameron 
RS errr Peter Broe-o 
MER SOROS Fo ne ik: ond kits Belle Mitehell 
SOMO 3S ass vs 3% p SEW a wR Ler & Ben Welden 
Dir, Bacay cose: SSA is Micgael Mark 





‘Latest in the Hollywood cycle 
on racial tolerance basic themes, 
“The Vicious Circle,” is a well-in- 
tentioned production which fails 
as adequate screen entertainment. 
Pic is too solemn and. static either 
to register at the boxoffice or to 
punch across the message of broth- 
erhood. Lack of marquee names 
and a thin production dress mark 
it for dualer fare. 

Except for a couple of brief se- 
quences, the film unfolds within 
the. frame of a simple courtroom 
setting. Yarn, which is allegedly 
based on records tracing back to 


1882 in Hungary, is narrated ex- | 


clusively via legal debates and tes- 
timony. Heavy accent on pedes- 
trian verbiage unrelieved by any 
action whatsover is this pic’s recipe 
for tedium. Despite the serious 


|his neighborhood. Corrupt prose- | 


jliam ©, 
and | jeed, 





cuting attorneys fake evidence 
suborn witnesses to build a case | 
which the defense counsel regu- 
larly tears down. Procession of 
surprise witnesses, long speeches 
and the usual cross-examination 





‘Der Prozess’ Ditto 

Factual yarn of a Hungarian 
murder trial in 1882, upon 
which “The Vicious Circle” is 
based, has also been used for 
an Austrian-made pic, “Der 
Prozess” (“The Trial”) and an 
English play, “The Burning 
Bush.” both of which will be 
on view in the U. S. next fall. 
Austrian version was made by 
G. W. Pabst (reviewed from 
Vienna in Variety, March 17, 
1948). Indie distrib James 
Booth, of Chicago, is handling 
the U. S. release. 

The legiter is current at a 
small repertory theatre’ in 
London and is understood set 
to be moved to the West End- 
prior to its American preem. 
Heinz Herald, co-author of the 
play with Geza Herczeg, col- 
laborated on the ‘American 
screenplay with Guy Endore. 
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brilliancies are all discarded at the 
climax when the sister. of the 
corpus delicti admits that it wasn’t 
murder but suicide. 

Fritz Kortner, as one of the de- 
fendants, contributed the sole per- 
suasive and moving performance. 
Conrad Nagel, as the defense at- 
torney, is stuffy in his idealism, 
while the opposition, led by Rein- 
hold Schunzel, as the landowner, 
and Lyle Talbot and Philip Van 
Zandt, as the prosecutors, are 
caricaturized villains. Herm. 


The Gallant Legien 
(SONGS) 
Hollywood May 22. 


Republic release of Joe Kane production 
Stars William Elliott, Adrian Booth, Joseph 
Sehildkrant, Bruce Cabet; features Andy 


Mara, James Brown, Hal Landon. 
by Joe Kane. Screenplay, Gerald Adams; 
original story, John K. Butler, Gerald Ger- 


aghty;: camera, Jack Marta: musical direc- | good performances 


tor, Morton Scott; editer, Richard L. 
Enger. Previewed May 19, 
time, 88 MINS, ‘ 

Gary Conway William Eltiott | 
Connie Faulkner. ............4 Adrian Booth 
Clarke Faulkner...... ... Joseph Schildkraut 


‘8. Running 


' 


Switzer, Roland Dupree, Tommy Bond. Di- 
rected by William C. Thomas. Original 
lsereenplay, Milton Raison; bused on _the 
| radio program, “Big Town’’; camera, Ellis 
W. Carter: editor, Howard Smith. Trade- 
shown at Los Angeles, May 21, 48. Run- 


| passable 


'in telling a story of juvenile delin- 


| adult 


in providing them with a place to 
‘hide stolen goods. Others wise up 
/and, in trying to help Clements 
| reform, 


for 
Devine, Jack Holt, Grant Withers, Adele | Brooke, as his star reporter, fares 
Directed | somewhat better. 





Reem Laromee..<. 2.20 ccteenn ee Bruce Cabot 
Windy Hornblower.......-....4 Andy Devine 
Captain Banter... .«..s0«s ctnanee Jack Holt 
Wreenee. .Feerain. o.oo. asec ok Grant Withers 
CONNOR 6 ois rec cttccestissees + eee 
a Seat t- James Brown 
Seen CWS... s cscedcaukes te Hal Landon 
Ret. Clint Masotl..ciicecocvas pee Tex-Terry 
Ph EE ee Pea eee Lester Sharpe 
OE, SN. ow ecdbses sabes Hal Taliaferre 
Senator Reale... .....0.. 00+ Russell Hicks 
Major Grant............ Herbert Rawlinson 
| | erry Marshall Reed 
Dinpateh Rider.......6.....-+.- Steve Drake 
EMG cio ccd e. dp tele eege te Harry Woods 








Thomas production, Stars Philip 
Hillary Brooke; features Stanley 


Clements, Darryl Hickman, Cari “Alfalfa”’ 


ning time, 62 MINS. 





| Seg WN a oso 0 000s 00 ....Philip Reed 
Lorelei Kilbourne ....Hillary Brooke 
rommy Malome..,..... Stanley Clements 
Ss! inny Peters Darryl Hiekman 
Frinkie Sneed......(arl Alfulfa’’ Switzer | 
| Pinkie Jones. Roland Dupree | 
j pol) PPPrrer rl et. TOU S. rommy Bond | 
Louie Sneed Vince Barnett 
| Amos Penbody....... Charles Aunt 
Wally Blake...........:....J0e Allen, Jr. | 
Marian Harrison Donna de Mario |} 
i Joe Moreley John Phillips | 
Cato , Reginald Bilado 


“Big Town Scandal” is mildly | 
entertaining melodrama. It will be 
in lower-rung bookings 
for which it was intended. Film 
is finale in the Pine-Thomas “Big 
Town” series, adapted from air 
show of same title. 

There’s a try or two for comedy 


| 





quency but it’s clumsy, and the | 
principals bow to younger | 
of the .cast in the} 
playing. Co-producer William C. 
Thomas also directed from an | 
original Script by Milton Raison, | 
but achieved only fair results. 

This time plot has fighting edi- 
tor Steve Wilson going on a cru- | 
sade to aid the unfortunate youths | 
of Big Town, being pressured into 
the deal by star reporter Lorelei 
Kilbourne. <A group of teen-agers 
is pareled to the editor and he sets 
up a youth center to reform them 
through sports. A smarty in the 
bunch, ably portrayed by Stanley 
Clements, plays with gamblers. in 
betting on basketball games and 


members 


one is killed. Ending 
promises better things for all when 
Clements fingers the adult heavies. 

Philip Reed has tough going 
with the Wilson character, being 
called upon to act mighty juvenile 
a bigtime editor. Hillary 


In addition to. 
Clements, other juves turning in 


zer, Tommy Bond and ° Roland 
Dupree. Vince Barnett shows up 
nicely as a bail bond broker, and 
others are okay. 

Film has been given standard 
production mounting for the 
series. Brog. 


King of the Gamblers 
Hollywood, May 22. 


Republic release of Stephen Auer - 
tion. Stars Janet Martin, Witliam Wright, 
Thurston Hall; features Stephanie Bachelor, 
George Meeker, Wally. Vernon, William 





4 include Dar- | 
Van |ryl Hickman, Carl “Alfalfa” Swit- 


(Continued from page 13) 
—_“Gallant Legion” (Rep) (Ist wk) 
and “I, Jane Doe” (Rep) (2d wk). 


Wash.; ‘Curtain’ Drops 





eight days. Last / a 
pe ou one and “Main To 176, 2d, ‘Millie 14¢ 
Street Kid” (Rep) (6 days), dismal Washington, May 25. 
$7,500. Holdovers and the circus pulled 

Paramount Hollywood (F & M)| midtown b.o. to lowest ebb in 
(1,451; 60-$1) — “Gallant Legion’ |manths. Second stanzas of last 
(Rep) (Ist wk) and “I, Jane Doe’'| week's hits are disappointing. 
(Rep) (24 wk). Lean $4,500. Last}Two Warner houses account for 
week, “Doe” (Rep) and “Main | sole newcomers, “Mating of Millie” 


scant 


Street Kid’ (Rep) (6 days), 
$4,600. 

RKO Hillstreet (RKO) (2,890; 60-| 
80) — ‘Miracle Bells” (RKO) and | 
“Wreck Hesperus” (Col) (2d wk), | 
Slow $11,000. Last week, slim 
$16,000. ; 

Ritz (FWC) (1,370; 60-$1)—“*All 
My Sons” (U) and “Arthur Takes 
Over” (20th). Good $9,000. Last | 
week. “Letter Unknown Woman 


Studie City (FWC) (880; 60-$1) | 
—*‘All My Sons” (U) and “Arthur 
Takes Over” (20th). Nice $5,500 


at the Warner and “Old Los An- 
geles” at the Metropolitan, both 
of which are mild. 
Estimates for This Week 

Capitol (Loew's) (2,434; 44-80)— 
“Iron Curtain” (20th) (2d wk) plus 
vaude. Slumped to $17,000 after 
torrid $30,000 last week. 

Columbia (Loew’s) (1,263: 44-70) 
—‘Mark of Zorro” (20th) (reissue), 
Sturdy $9,000 for this small seater, 


'(U) and “Port Said” (Col) (2d wk). | Last week, “State of Union’ ‘M-G) 
| fair $4,800. 


(m.o.), fine $9,500. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,939: 44-74)~ 
“Fort Apache” (RKO) (2d. wk), 
Okay $13,000, after big $19,000. 

Metropolitan (WB) (i,i63, 44-70) 


sas . “Letter Unknown Wom- a y 
a (0) and “Port Said” (Col) (2d | — Old Los Angeles” (Rep). Slow 
wk) $2,500 $4,500 for 5 days. Pulling out to 

United Artists (UA) (2,100; 60-| bring house, back to Thursday 
$1)—‘All My Sens” (U) and “Ar- openings. | Last week, larzan 
thur Takes Over” (20th). Pleasing a (RKO), disappointing 

L: reek, “Letter | $7,000. ~ 

Fo oe n Woman” (U) and “Port |. Palace (Loew's) (2,370; 44-74) — 
Said” (Col) (2d wk), modest $6,700. | Duel in Sun” (SRO) (2d run), 

Uptown (FWC) (1,719; 60-$1) - So-so $15,000 in its return at regu- 
“Iron Curtain” (20th) and “Best | lar pr (Par), anild $16,000 in cep 
Man Wins” (Col) (2d wk). Mild) auerec ar), 3, 0 


$6,000. Last week, good $11,000. , 

Vogue (FWC) (885; 60-85)—"“Raw | 
Deal” (EL) and “Assigned to Dan- 
ger” (EL). Good $5,500. Last week, 


“Noose Hangs High” ‘EL) and 
“Cobra Strikes” (EL) 
slow $5,500. 


Wilshire (FWC) (2,296; 
“B.F.’s Daughter” (M-G). Medium 
$10,000. Last week, “State Union’ 
(M-G) (3d wk-8 days), $7,500. 

Wiltern (WB) (2,300; 60-$1) — 
“Silver River” (WB). Great $18,- 
000. Last week, ‘“‘Woman in White” 
(WB) and,“‘Always Together” (WB) 
(2d wk), dull $6,500. 


‘Clock’ Ticks Mild 106, 
‘Daughter’ $9,500, Indpls. 


Indianapolis, May 25. 

Biz remains in the dumps here 
this stanza, clipped by 50,000 draw 
of the Speedway qualifying trials 
over weekend. “Big Clock’ looks 
best with a moderate take at the 
Indiana. Only bill beating house 
average is double “Frankenstein” 
reissue at Lyric. ; 


Estimates fer This Week 








Henry, James Cardwell, Jonathan Hale. 
Directed by George Blair: original screen- 
play, Albert DeMond, Bradbury Foote; cam- 





Circle (Gamble-Dolle) (2,800; 44- 
| 65)—“Casbah” (U) and “French 





sie | DENVER 


price return. 


Warner (WB) (2,154; 44-74)— 
“Mating of Millie” (Col). Sluggish 
$14.000. Last week, “Woman in 


White” (WB), slow $13,000 





(10 days), | 


(Continued from page 11) 
| You I Die” (FC). Tepid $6,000. 
| Last week, “Jolson Story” (Col) 
|and “Money Madness” (FC), poor 
$7,000. 


Rialte (Fox) (878; 35-74)—‘Tar- 
|zan’s Secret Treasure” ‘M-G) and 
|“Tarzan’s New York Adventure” 
1(M-G). Dull $2,500. Last week, 
|“Pardon My Sarong” (Select) and 
“Sea Spoilers” (Realart), fine $4, 
500. 





| Tabor (Fox) (1,967; 35-74)— 
“Strawberry Roan” (Col) and 

|“Wreck of the Hesperus’ (Col). 

| Meagre $7,000. Last week “Man 


in the Iron Mask” (EL) and stage 
show, fine $12,000. 

Webber (Fox) (750; 35-74)—‘‘Sil- 
ver River” (WB) and “Trapped by 
Boston Blackie” (Col), day-date 
with Denver, Esquire. Flabby 
$2,000. Last week, “Iron Curtain’ 
(20th) and “13 Lead Soldiers” 
(20th), same as Denver, Esquire, 
poor $2,000 





“The Gallant Legion” is a | era,’ John MacBurnie; editor, Robert Leeds, | Leave” (Mono). Tepid $8,500. Last CLEVELAN 
PT sage Dern for pon RE, who Previewed May 18, 48. aanniain time, 68 | week, “Winter Meeting” (WB) and Ante) pan D 41) 
buy brawling outdoor action. Its | ;..,, RMR ls ecvedci shiek Janet Martin Fighting oth Sanyo Ar ge ao f d folio after tome inti 

i i one IS | Dave Fowler.............,. With i ry > 
basic story is a familiar but i Pouter..vscscsextises! iam Wright | , Indiana (Gamble - Dolle) (3,300; cenit lait ennai Ppointing 
| sold. with a: wallop that: Kenge Ot | oor pence --::------i-cpeeeee eee | Creer i Cine al. ee | Sate \tecw'e’ 1200; 85-70 
| constantly on the move. 9 os os getdate gr 10,000. si ;, 55-70) — 
| Joe Kane's forte for putting this | Mixe Borne. ..0.0.02.21.//“Wany Veron | Curtain” (20th), fair $11,000. “Foreign Correspondent” (UA) and 
m e r is WOCTTY BAUDCT. ... cece scceses m enry ’ ’ . i. 

| type co — pom i ~ vac ge hg ee wee — co me agg 4,206: HE Lira Ay . pater. 

emonstra n production ton: Si ale * 44-65) — “Sun 20th ‘ 4500. Last . FF." 
‘and direction. There's a load of Tue. ree ALTLILEelmer Sackesom a ae tek See —ie 
| mass s cle in raw between OTGOR .. 26s cecccccrccerss owa . Ne i . Last Ww . isho ovo, le 
| Rangers and outlaws, plenty of ex- See i ee eee Wife” (RKO) (m.o.), oke $5,000. Palace (RKO) (3,300; 55-70) — 
citing hand-to-hand encounters, | (assidy...2222222.222221..°""aiph Dunn | _Loew’s .(Loew’s) (2,450; 44-65)— “Fort Apache” (RKO). Good hunt- 
and the pace is always swift. | Bartender.................... Jobn Albright | “‘B. F.’s Daughter” (M-G) and “Port | ing, $15,500 after excellent $23.000 
|Story’s familiarity doesn’t miti-| |. Said” (Col). Modest $9,500. Last last week. 
gate against interest. It has at “King of Gamblers” probes! week, “Arch of Triumph” (UA), State (Loew's) (3,450; 55-70) — 


solid base in semi-historical events 


superficially into racketeering on 


that transpire, the dialog has an Professional football games and has 
occasional brightness not expected ‘sufficient interest to get by as see- 


in a western, and plot develop- 
,ment follows a logical pattern. 
Story is laid in the period just 
after Texas had been admitted to 
the union and lawless forces 
| sought to divide the state. During 


_a six-month tryout of the Texas | aire 
every effort is made Otherwise is adequate to deman;- 


| Rangers, 


ondary feature. Film is loaded 
with implausible developments but 
playing is good and running time is 
confined to tight 60 minutes. 
There are a few moments of ex- 





citement stirred up by George 
Blair’s direction and his handling 


to discredit the law-enforcement Of a story that follows an obvious 
body and it strikes back with wits path. Plot deals with tiein between 
and guns to prove itself to amx-|4 gambler and the publisher of a 
ious citizens. - |sporting sheet. When their grid- 
| William Elliott heads up the ‘ron stoo;e threatens to reveal 
heroics with ease as a soldier of thrown games, he’s bumped off and 
fortune who joins the Rangers after the murder framed on another pro 
his kid brother is killed while rid- footballer. A crusading district at- 
ing with the renegades. Opposite torney, stepson of the publisher, 
is Bruce Cabot, whose ambition to takes on the accused’s defense, 
become king of West Texas causes and windup court trial exposes 
all the trouble. They make expert | 8ambling syndicate. 

antagonists. Adrian Booth’s char-| William Wright shows up well as 
acter of femme news correspond- the crusading attorney, and Thurs- 


ent i$n’t believable but adds | ton Hall makes a 
‘romantic interest. Adele Mara 
'pertly handles the other femme 
interest, as a saloon canary, and 
pipes three public-domain tunes, 
|“A Gambler's Life,” “Lady From 


| Monterey” and “A Kiss or Two.” 


. good appearance 
as his stepfather. Janet Martin 
hasn’t too much to do as top 
femme, with more lines going to 
Stephanie Bachelor as one of the 
heavies. George Meeker anc Wally 
Vernon, gamblers; James Cardwell 





ideas on which it’s pegged, ‘‘Vi- 
cious Circle” is only a talkative 


avhodunit. But the basic danger of | 


unsuccessful films dealing with 
anti-Semitism is that they can pro- 
voke more irritation than right |! 
thinking. ‘ 

Story concerns a murder frame- 
up of five Jewish farmers in Hun- | 
gary oy an unscrupulous landown- ; 





Joseph Schildkraut, a crooked 
Andy Devine, in for 
chuckles; Jack Holt, good as the 
forthright Ranger captain; Grant| Stephen ‘Auer has expended 
Withers, James Brown and Hal | budget dollar carefully in shaping 
Landon are among others whose | physical values but could have ex- 
work rates mention. /ercised stronger story guidance. 

The swift action, backgrounded MacBurnie’s 


| Creditable is John 
against outdeoer scenery, has been ' lensing. Brog. 


and William Henry, the pro foot- 
ballers; Jonathan Hale and others 
are capable. 


| senator; 





disappointing $10,000. 

.Lyrie (Gamble - Dolle) (1,600; 
44-65)—““Bride of Frankenstein” 
(U) and “Son of Frankenstein” (U) 
(reissues). Nice $7,000. Last week, 
“Smugglers” (EL) and “Louisiana” 
(Mono), slow $5,000. 


DETROIT 
(Continued from page 13) 
(Mono) bolstered by Horace Heidt’s 

stage show unit. Terrific $30,000. 

Downtown (Balaban) (2,863: 70- 
95)—"‘Bishop’s Wife” (RKO) (3d 
wk). Sliding $6.000 compared to a 
fair $7,000 last week. 

Fox (Fox-Michigan) (5,100; 70-95) 
—"Iron Curtain.” Socko $40,000. 
Last week, “All My Sons” (U) and 
“13 Lead Soldiers” (20th) (2d wk), 
mild $13,000. 

Michigan (‘U-D) (4,039: 70-95)— 

“Hazard” (Par) and “Who Killed 
Doc Robbin?” (UA). 
$18,000. Last week, “Winter Meet- 
ing” (WB) and “Here Comes 
Trouble” (Col), same. 
| Palmis (U-D) (2,716; 70-95)—“Ful- 
ler Brush Man” (Col) and “My Dog 
Surprising $24,000. 
Last week, “Noose Hangs High” 
‘EL) and “Lightnin’ in Forest” 
(EL), strong $15,000. 
United Artists (U-D) (2,976): 70- 
95)—“Hatter’s Castle” (Par) and 
“Argyle Secrets” (UA), fair $20,000. 
Last week, “I Remember Mama” 
‘RKO) (3d wk), disappointing 
; $10,000. 





Satisfactory 


Rusty” (Col). 





“Duel In Sun.” (SRO). Galloping 
along at pop prices, $16,000. Last 
week, “Arch of Triumph” (UA), a 
costly brody at $16,000. 

Stillman (Loew’s) (2.700; 55-70) 
—‘Arch of Triumph” (UA) ‘m.0.). 
Not doing much better here, $7,500. 
Last week “State of Union’ ‘(M-G), 
oeaet $8,500 for third downtown 
ap. 


Two-Reeler to Plug 


Costello Foundation 


Hollywood, May 25. 

Edward Nassour and Dave Gar- 
ber will co-produce ‘10,000 Kids 
and a Cop,” a two-reeler for the 
benefit of the Lou Costello, Jr., 
Youth Foundation. Nassour Studio 
will contribute all facilities gratis. 

Bill Bendix, Donald Crisp, 
Brenda Joyce, Truman VanDyke 
and Johnny McGovern have volun- 
teered for top roles. 








KIRK DOUGLAS LOANED 


: Hollywood, May 25. 

Hall Wallis loaned Kirk Douglas 
to 20th-Fox for one of the three 
husband roles in “A Letter to 
Three Wives,’ reduced from “A 
| Letter to Five Wives.” 
| He will play Ann Sothern’s hus- 
jband, while Paul Douglas plays 
‘epposite Linda Darnell and Jeffrey 


; Lynn opposite Jeanne Crain. 
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Jensen-von Herberg NW Theatres 


© In $2,000,000 


Seattle. 

Properties of the Pioneer Se- 
curities Co., which include the 
Liberty and several other thea- 
tres operated by Jensen & von 
Herberg, were acquired by Wil- 
liam Edris, local capitalist and 
hotel owner. Purchase price re- 
portedly is $2,000,000. 

Included in the sale, besides the 
Liberty, are Roxy, Venetian and 


Bagdad, Seattle; Roxy, Enumclaw, | 


and Grand, Great Falls. Not in- 
volved in the deal are Yakima 
Valley houses which are owned 
ointly with the Mercy interests. 
vel! of all theatres, it’s un- 
derstood, will remain unchanged. 

Restaurant and other real estate 
holdings of Pioneer are aiso tossed 
into the transaction. Pioneer stock 
is entirely owned by the Jensen 
& von Herberg estate. 





Settos Buys Indpls. House 
Indianapolis. 

Trueman Rembusch’s Syndicate 
Theatrés took over Storm Thea- 
re, Oakiand City, from Mrs. Aima 
‘oster. 

Settos Theaters will acquire 
Howard, local nabe, from Earl | 
Bell June 1. Settos group then | 
will include 15 houses in Indiana, 
Kentucky and Ohio. 

Herbert Gaines, head 
Warner Bros, here, transferred to 


booker | 


Sale: Other Briefs 


a 
~ 





three-year terms are Don Phillips, 
/Ben Adams, O. F. Sullivan, V. R 
| Stamm, Larry Larsen, Dan Payton; 
two-year office holders are O. C, 
| Alexander, A. K. Smith, William 
Blair, A. E. Jarboe, Jay Means and 
|A. J. Simmons. Those elected for 
'one-year are F. L. Norton, Cle 
| Bratton, Louis Sosna and J. T. 
| Ghosen. 

| New board voted the following 
| officer slate: O. F. Sullivan, Civic 
‘theatre, Wichita, president; Larry 
| Larsen, Civie theatre, Webb City, 
|Mo., veepee, and V. R. Stamm, 
| Strand theatre, Kansas City, secre- 
| tary-treasurer. : 

| Buying and booking service for 
| members of Kan.-Mo. Allied has 
| been set up here as a result of con- 
ivention action recently. Subject 
| proved to be one of the livest on 
| the convention floor before it was 
|adopted. Some 12 independent 
'exhibs, representing 18 theatres 
‘throughout Kansas and Missouri, 
| stepped forward to take advantage 
| of the service. a 

| Jack Stewart, organization's gen- 
‘eral manager, announced service 
| will be operated on a_ non-profit 
basis, beginning with $10 charge 
per week per exhib. In return the 


|office agrees to buy films at no 


more than eéxhibs are presently 


|paying and to book each theatre 


Buffalo, N. Y., as salesman. Suc- | six weeks in advance. 


ceeded in booker berth by Ned | 
Tillman. 

Jules Goldman, Warner office | 
Manager, on vacation trip East. 





} 


Gene Ford Honored 
Washington. | 

Gene Ford, manager-director of 
the Capitol, Loew showcase here, 


‘Rocky 





Allied’s Sweet Flyer 


Denver. 
} 


Net results of a two-day Allied 
Mountain Independent 
Theatres convention was the for- 
mation of a buying unit for candy, 
popcorn and theatre supplies for 


|; members; and members were ad- 


will be honored June 1 for his} vised to sign ASCAP contracts for 


service to patients at Walter Reed | three months only. 


Most of time 


Army Hospital. |was spent in open forum discus- 


Ford will receive a plaque from | 
Maj. Gen. George C. Beach, com- 
manding general of the hospital, 
in the name of the Armed Forces 
Radio Service. Citation is “in ap- 


reciation for many hours of excel- | 


ent entertainment” for vets and 
Army personnel. 





Kansas, Mo. Indies Elect 
Kansas City. 
Recent convention of Allied In- 
@ependent Theatre Owners of 
Kansas and Missouri held hera re- 
sulted in election of some 16 mem- 
bers to the board of directors. — 


Named 


board members for 
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sion of industry problems with 
members of national Allied board 
members. Meeting closed with 
dinner-dance. 


Officers, most of them reelected 
are: John Wolfberg, president; Joe 
| Ashby, general manager; Joan Liv- 
ingston, secretary; Walter Ibold, 
treastrer, and directors: Fred 
| Lind,, J. R. Smith, A. N. Beezley, 
| E. K. Menagh, J. K. Powell, Colo- 
|rado; Tom Knight, Lloyd Kerby, 
| Wyo.; Carl Garitson, Marlin But- 
|ler, New Mexico; Chas. Flower, A. 
S. Kehr, Neb., and Hobart Gates, 
& DD, 








Tom Holland to Coast 
Tom Holland named west coast 
district manager for Confidential 
Reports, replacing Barry Halbert 
who died last month. Holland was 
formerly manager of Confidential’s 
Pittsburgh office. 





Al Wilkie’s Fla. Spot 
Miami 


Al Wilkie, former New York 
home office publicity manager for 
Paramount Pictures, has been 
named publicity and advertising 
director for Paramount Enterprises 
in Greater Miami, George C. 
Hoover, general manager of the 
Paramount theatre group, an- 
nounced this week. 


Wilkie resigned from his post 
with the national Paramount or- 





ganization over a year ago and 
has beep vacationing in Miami for 
the past four months. He suc- 
ceeds Tom Jefferson, who resigned 
recently to open his own agency. 





Merge Mann-Lippert Chains 
San Francisco. 
Merger of the two circuits bear- 
ing their names was announced by 
George Mann and Robert L. Lip- 








——— RADIO CITY 
Rockefeller Center 


JUDY GARLAND © GENE KELLY 


“THE PIRATE” 


Songs by COLE PORTER 
Color by TECHNICOLOR 
A Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Picture 
Spectacular Stage Presentation 











DANA ANDREWS © GENE TIERNEY 


“THE IRON CURTAIN” 


A 20th Century-Fox Picture 
PLUS ON STAGE 


ED SULLIVAN 
HIS DAWN PATROL REVUE 


s——ROXY “soins. “— 
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BAXTER + HODIAK | suneuy ° Stone 
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B'woy & Sist St. 























pert. Some 61 theatres are in- 
volved in the deal. 

Mann’s theatres include a num- 
ber in Klamath Falls, Eureka, Fort 
Bragg, Fortuna, Healdsburg and 
others, while Lipperts are in Port- 
land, Medford, Sacramento and 
Fresno among other situations. 





Silverman Joins Col 
Walter Silverman appointed New 
Haven branch manager for Colum- 
bia Pictures, succeeding T. F. 
O’Doole, who remains with com- 
pany in an advisory capacity. 


Marty Schwartz Resigns 
Hollywood. 
Marty Schwartz, manager of 
Egyptian (F-WC), resigned after 
16 years with circuit. Plans a long 
vacation before becoming active 
in other business interests. 








Warners’ Pitt Switches 
Pittsburgh. 
James Totman, for last seven 





to district manager. He takes over 
| the Northern Pennsylvania terri- 


years pub-ad head for Warners in| ; 
Pittsburgh zone, has been promoted |430. Operating and general ex- 


| 


Sacrifice 
Minneapolis, May 25. 

As a publicity stunt for 
“Sitting Pretty” at Radio City, 
Bill Blake, assistant manager, 
ran an ad on the Star’s want 
ad page offering to donate his 
services as a baby sitter as a 
prize for the most interesting 
100 words or less letter on 
“Why I Would Like to Have 
Mr. Belvedere Sit With My 
Children,” Belvedere is the 
character played by Clifton 
Webb in the picture. Blake’s 
baby sitting, he explained, 
would permit the winning 
parenis to attend the film. 

Stunt garnered two-column 
picture spread in the Star. 
The four pictures used dem- 
onstrated how Blake would 
apply Belvedere’s baby sitting 
principles at the winning par- 
ents’ home. 








ham had for long time. Latter died 
few weeks ago after a long illness. 

Henry Burger, Totman’s assist- 
ant, gets his job and Jack Kahn 
comes back to town from Balti- 
more, where he’s been doing radio | 
work, to assist Burger. Kahn was | 
formerly with Warners here but | 
after getiing oui of the service Was | 
with UA as an exploitation man. 
Also upped was Charles Comar, | 
manager of Enright, who becomes | 
personnel director for WB, replac- 
ing Fred LaBelle, on extended 
leave of absence because of his 
health. 





Par’s New Omaha Mer. 


Omaha. | 
M. E. Anderson, salesman from | 
Paramount’s Kansas City exchange, 
arrived to take over management 
of Par’s local exchange. Replaces 
Don Hicks, sént to the Des Moines 
exchange as manager. 


RKO’s Net 


Hom continued from page 4 














sale of certain theatre properties 
and its newsreel. In effect, one 
balances the other, actually leaving 
RKO a $250,000 plus offset. Elimi- 
nating transactions of both nature, 
the company netted $4,835,847 on 
its ordinary business for the year. 





deal which involved the transfer 
of theatres in Albany, Schenectady 
and Troy, New York to the Fabian 
circuit was the wide difference be- 
tween the book value of the houses 
and the actual sale price. Fabian 
paid $2,300,000 for theatres dock- 
eted in RKO’s books at $700,000. 
It’s regarded as another straw-in- 
the-wind as to the vast sums that 
will accrue to the Big Five should 
they be forced to sell some or all 
of their theatres because of an 
adverse decision in the Govern- 
ment anti-trust suit. 





Pix Logjammed 


Continued from page 3 


making up for the lost time. The 
theatres are committed on con- 
tract for the reissues and any at- 
tempt to call them off would result 
in litigation from indie producers 
who, under the production system 
employed by Rank, have a continu- 
ing financial interest in the films. 
Moreover ,the Rank office isn’t 
anxious to play strong, new Yank 
product during the summer 
weather which brings on a boxof- 
fice slump. 
Motion Picture Assn. of America, 
it’s been learned, took up the 


| question of making up the back- 
| log with British filmites, including 


Rank. but has made no headway. 
Theatre chains offered to double- 


since it sees longer-range losses on 
switching from the current policy 


bill pic. 





| issues is a form of reprisal against 


Significant factor in the theatre |] 


Slowing down the prospects of 
any cancellation of the oldies is the 


| unimpeachable fact that British re- 


issues have done very well, box- | 
office-wise They haven't heen | 
sensational but their take compares 
well with run-of-the-mill product 
and since the rental is almost pure 
profit, the temptation to continue 
them is strong. 
No Reprisal 


Rank officials discount reports 
that insistance on playing the re- 





American majors who've noticeably 
cut their bookings of British films | 
in the U. S. Circuits do not plan 
to take on any large block of re- | 
issues after those now booked play | 
off, it’s disclosed. If reprisals were 
intended, oldies would be continu- | 
ed to be played in these houses, | 
it’s argued. | 

British filmites assert that en- | 
tirely too many American films are 
being shipped over and that local 
theatres cannot possibly absorb 
them. It’s suggested that these 
imports be cut sharply. Rank’s 
British product will continue to get 
full bookings and that number is 
being upped this year to 40 from a 
previous 30. 


FDR Pic Yarn 


Continued from page 3 


First, of course, is the political 
angle. Picture is frankly a _ pro- 
Roosevelt affair. and exhibs feel 
that, in an election year especially, 
they may create ill-will in their 
communities by seemingly taking 
sides. A further angle is the fact 
that the picture is a documentary, 
to which there’s habitually exhibi- 
tor opposition. 
Olympics Also a Toughie 
Another picture on which UA is 


} 














feature top Yank product as one | 
way of gaining on lost time. MPAA | 
| however, wouldn’t go for that idea 


eee 
5 ] e = 
Rank Doesn’t Think This 
One, Anyway, Will Tickle 
+] * ¢ eye.¢ 
Yank Fans’ Risibilities 
London, May 25. 

Those wile open spaces that 
divide British from American 
tastes in film fare are spotlighted 
by the latest decision of the J, 
Arthur Rank organization. Brain- 
trusters for the Rank office have 
ruled against shipping “It Always 
Rains on Sundays” overseas for 
U. S. distribution after deciding 
that the pic just wouldn’t catch 
on among Yank audiences. 

This film was the top grosser of 
any pic made in or outside the 
Rank organization to play British 
theatres in 1947. It garnered well 
over 400,000 pounds ($1,600,000) 
in Britain alone. Featuring Googie 
Withers and many other thesps 
well known in England but carry- 


ing no marquee weight in the U.S 





sip, * 
\film is thought to depend entirely 


of playing one A pic with a lower- {too much on cockney humor for 


the Yanks. 


& Continued from pase § 
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125 leading directors in the east, 
has already signed up with a dozen 


> - 


|indies during the last few weeks 


with contractual provisions for 
minimum salary scales and credit 
billing for its members. 

Gene Martel, eastern SDG prez, 
stated that non-theatrical produc- 
ers were generally looking with 
favor upon the Guild’s efforts to 
establish tiniform standards for the 
industry. Leading producers of in- 
dustrial, educational and advertis- 
ing films especially favor SDG’s 
efforts to rid the industry of fly- 
by-night operators working under 
“sweat-shop” conditions who turn 
out inferior pix. 

SDG’s cooperative attitude to- 
wards the producers, Martel said, 
is indicated by its willingness to 
take a 20% cut in minimum rates 
for all television production. “We 
don’t want to throttle a young in- 
dustry which is currently finding it 
difficult to stay afloat due to high 
production costs and low rentals,” 
he said. SDG, however, is running 
the 20% discount clause only until 
May 30, 1949, « 





————el 
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Theatres Again to the Rescue 

Actually, RKO’s gross income 
for ’47, scored at $123,109,047 rep- 
resented an increase over the 
$120,125,633 which the outfit gar- 
nered in the banner year of '46. 
Nonetheless, Rathvon noted, the 
“rising cost spiral’ forced ‘a sub- 
Stantial loss” by the distributing 
end of the company. Only strong 
profits by the theatre wing, slightly 
less than the year before, bailed 
the company out. So far, in the 
current year, the distribution arm 
has shown “a small profit,” Rath- 
von stated. 


Because of the system of amor- 
tization on pix costs, RKO prexy 
said, economies will not be gener- 
ally reflected in 1948 results. As 
for RKO’s debt position, outstand- 
ing theatre debentures totalled 
$20,600,000 at the year’s close. This 
reflects the issuance of an addi- 
tional $1,000,000 in debentures 


By the close of 1947, production 
company owed $9,000,000 on a 
five year revolving credit. Working 
capital increased some $4,000,000 
in the course of ‘47, hitting 
$53,000,000. 

Because of an increased backlog 
built up during 1947, company 
plans “a somewhat reduced pro- 
duction program for 1948,” Rath- 
von said. Total backlog hit $32.,- 
454,315 after the $2,000,000 reserve 
on completed films was deducted 
against $29,753,204 in the year pre- 
ceding. 

Amortization of film costs 
climbed terrifically to $32,769,524 
compared to a 1946 $21,517,807. 
Royalties and participations to- 
talled $29,148,584 against $28,637,- 





penses were toted at $50,355,873, 
only slightly up from 1946's 


tory (Erie) which late Tom Ford- $49,026,887. 


during '47 and retirement of $800,- | 
000 


having considerable trouble getting 
dates is “King of the Olympics.” 
It’s likewise a documentary, com- 
prising shots of the 1936 Olympic 
games in Berlin taken by 600 
cameramen under direction of 
Hitler’s friend, Leni Reifenstal. 
Film has received excellent re- 
views, but there are still few thea- 
tres willing to play it. 

As a result, the producer, Leonid 
Kipnis, of Westport International 
Films, has made a deal with Asa 
Bushnell, secretary of the United 
States Olympic Committee, to con- 
tribute part of the gross toward 
the deficit for sending athletes to 
London for the games this summer. 
In return for this contribution, the 
Olympic organization’s branches in 
some 600 U. S. cities js going to 
visit local exhibs, asking them to 


book the film and promising sup- 
port in selling tickets. 

Continued from page 5 J 
organization supplying counsel and 
funds. Test will be initiated by 


the exhib announcing to the licens- 
ing board that he intends to show 











the film without obtaining a 
license. 
Meanwhile, regulatory powers 


of communities were strengthened, 
at least in New York, when the 
State Court of Appeals last week 
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upheld the power of the N. Y. City 
license Commissioner to bar a film 
as obscene despite a state license. | 
Ruling was made in the suit of 
Howard Hughes for the banning of 
his “The Outlaw” in the city by 
Commissioner Benjamin Fielding. 
Highest court in the state without 
opinion unanimously affirmed aj, 
lower tribunal’s ruling that said a | 





state license was no bar to action 
by local authorities. 
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Radio's Two B’s (BMI-BMB) Come Of 
Age at NAB Meet; Both Here to Stay 
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Food Warm—Reception Cold 


NAB prexy Justin Miller, and about 400 other persons, including 
some key figures and press boys, did a fast burn at the L. A. meet 
last week, over the chaotic arrangements that attended the asso- 
ciation’s closing banquet in the Biltmore Hotel Bowl. It left the 
only sour note in an otherwise well-planned agenda. 

As an indication of how the banquet arrangements went awry, 
delegates who did manage to gain admittance to the Bowl did a 
fast double-take as they saw Judge Miller himself directing “traffic” 
in an attempt to restore some semblance of order, while such 
key figures as A. D. (Jess) Willard, the NAB’s No. 2 administrative 
head, couldn’t even crash the joint. 

The convention banquet committee made the mistake of selling 
more than 1,500 tickets, many of them to outsiders, for a room 
with a seating capacity of 1,100, 
gates and their wives were left out in the coid. 

The maitre d’ acknowledged that it was the most bungled mess 
he had encountered in his experience at the hotel but confessed 
that, in turning away convention delegates with their $7.50 ducats, 
he was acting on orders of the NA 
The upshot was that approximately 400 persons were obliged to 
dine in the downstairs grotto and content themselves with a view- 
ing of the elaborate entertainment spread via television through 
the facilities of KFI-TV, which provided five sets for the occasion. 

The reason the delegates plunked down the high tariff for the 
banquet was because of the four- 
it was agreed that the frolic was about tops in NAB annals. 


Danny Thomas (who was on an 
for more). Dinah Shore, 


vas sock from start to finish. 


Eddie Cantor, 
Abe Burrows, Johnny Mercer, Jack Carson, who emceed, plus a 
flock of others, wowed the gathering with a three-hour show that 


Los Angeles, May 25. 


with the result that many dele- 


arrangements committee. 


network showcasing of stars and 


hour and had the crowd yelling 
the Andrews Sisters, 

















Los Angeles, May 25. 


The two B’s, the radio industry’s 
new babies, have come of age, and 
are here to stay. Even the skeptics 
among NAB delegates were ready 
to concede, on the basis of conven- 
tion reports, that if there were any 
alarming overtones as to the con- 
tinuance of Broadcast Music, Inc., 


or Broadcast Measurement Bureau | 


they’ve been completely dissipated. 


The NAB convention made one 
thing definite: that BMI and BMB 
have a permanent stature. Broad- 
casters were heartened by disclo- 
sure by Carl Haverlin, prexy of 
BMI, that 1,650 stations have been 
signed up again, with new contracts 
extending to 1959, although it was 
scheduled to go out of business in 
March, 1950. Thus BMI, the in- 
dustry setup growing out of the 
ASCAP “walkout” in 1939, will 
now be in business with its rival 
organization on a a basis 
for at least 11 more years. ASCAP 
contracts exist until 1960. 


Similarly, the same competitive 
BMI-ASCAP sweepstakes will pre- 
vail in the realm of television, with 
both music segments very much in 
evidence here plunging wholeheart- 
edly into setting the groundwork 
for TV copyrights. 


Haverlin revealed that the 1,650 
stations renewed some 21 months 
in advance of the original contract 
termination date, represents 95% 
of the dollar volume of the indus- 
Numerically speaking, BMI 
has renewals from 97% of all sta- 
tions with revenues of $100,000 and 
over; and from 91% of all stations 
with revenues of $50,000 and over. 


Equally bullish was the report by 
Hugh Feltis, BMB prexy, with the 
revelation of a 5% reduction in 
subscription fees effective July 1. 
The cut, he said, was made possible 
by operation economies, t he 600- 
plus membership and the likelihood 
of many additional subscriptions. 

New scale calls for 5% slash in 
each income classifiéation. Feltis 
also revealed plans for an expanded 
coverage system, which will also 
embrace FM and tele. 





Suds in Your Eye 


Chicago, May 25. 
For the second time within a 
year Fox De Luxe Beer has 
reached the parting of the ways 
with its ad agency. Latest break, 
effective June 1, results from what 


John W. Shaw Advertising de- 


Scribes as “insoluble differences of 


Opinion on matters of policy.” 


Last fall Fox reached an im- 
Passe with Schwimmer & Scott, 
following 12 years as that agency's 
client. Beer maker currently spon- 
Sors the five-a-week “Billy Leach 
Show” on WBBM. 


+ 
— 





This Cop Won't Play 


Cleveland, May 25. 

WJW’'s Dick Hatton and Johnny 
MacPherson parked their station 
wagon on a busy thoroughfare for 
an informal radio interview. Along 
came Patrolman Joseph Sunday 
and gave them a ticket. 

Hatton attempted to pacify the 
gendarme by interviewing him 
over the air. The trick failed; the 
ticket was issued. 


NAB's New Credo: 
Everybody Loves 
Everybody Else 


Los Angeles, May 25. 
The move to give the independ- 
ent stations a greater voice on 
policy affairs affecting the industry 
gained considerable momentum at 
this year’s convention of the NAB. 
Ted Cott, veepee-program direc- 
tor of WNEW, N.Y., who has been 
championing the fight for greater 
indie representation on the NAB 
board of directors, showed up at 
the incoming board’s full-day meet- 
(Continued on page 34) 


Listerine Drops 
Burrows Show 


Lambert Pharmacal (Listerine) 
is dropping out of radio, with the 
Abe Burrows Saturday night CBS 
show winding up its commercial 
run after the June 26 broadcast. 

Lambert decision, based on a 
budget reshuffle to concentrate on 
newspaper-mag advertising rather 
than any dissatisfaction with the 
program, followed by a few days 














the Fitch Co. announcement that 
it was also vamping the radio pic- 
ture. (Fitch squawk, however, was 
predicated on high talent costs, | 
whereas Listerine figured it was | 
getting a more than satisfactory | 
audience payoff on its $3,000 talent- 
product cost for the 15-minute 
Burrows show.) 

In view of the Burrows kudoes, | 
including specific citation by the | 
New York Radio-Television Critics | 
Circle, it's expected that CBS will | 


| 








expand the show to a half-hour and | 
move it into a new time segment 


lin a bid to wrap up a quick sponsor- |to WLS call letters and take over 


ship deal. 


CODE 1S SEEN AS 
STARTING POINT 


By GEORGE ROSEN 


Los Angeles, May 25. 

Enterprising broadcasters spent 
their closing hours at the National 
Assn. of Broadcasters convention 
in Los Angeles making some off- 
the-cuff polls among all segments 
of station operators. What they 
came up with indicated that, by 
and large, the nation’s average 
broadcaster is not only satisfied 
with the credos established by the 
new industry Code, but has every 
intention of translating that en- 
thusiasm into a realistic observ- 
ance of the standards promulgated. 

The broadcasters are frank in 
acknowledging that the revised, 
watered-down Code is a far cry 
from the original hard-hitting doc- 
ument, but realize that at least it’s 
a starting point toward putting ra- 
dio’s house in order. 

If for no other reason than the 
NAB presented the nation with 
the industry’s new Standards of 
Practice, this year’s Los Angeles 
convention will go down as the 








Watch Your Ads, Chum 


Los Angeles, May 25. 

As part of the NAB’s educa- 
tional job in setting into mo- 
tion the new Standards of 
Practice adopted at the NAB 
convention, prexy Justin 
Miller is launching a research 
project to test the “irritant 
theory” of radio advertising. 

The NAB’s Research Dept. 
try to find out just how effec- 
tive is the practice of gaining 
the listeners’ attention by “irri- 
tating them a little” in broad- 
cast advertising. 

Showcasing of the “irritant” 
technique will be the first step 
in the new, ambitious move to 
give quality of content in ad- 
vertising a New Look. 








most successful do-something meet 
in recent years. Oddly enough, the 
windup of the management meet- 
ing was in sharp contrast to the 
lack of enthusiasm and almost 
tepid pre-convention air of “‘what 
are we doing here, anyway?” That 
a healthy enthusiasm over the in- 
duséry’s set of “Ten Command- 
ments” was engendered in the 
delegates can be attributed in no 
small measure to NAB Prexy Jus- 
tin Miller who, in his keynote ad- 
dress, paved the way for an unex- 
pected harmony in which organized 
opposition completely collapsed. 


‘That Judge Miller has emerged 


from the convention and Code 
adoption as an industry leader of 
considerable stature is undisputed 
among U. S. broadcasters. 
Observance Machinery Set 
No sooner had the board of di- 
rectors passed the Code, with some 
minor changes, then Judge Miller 
set into motion the machinery for 
an all-out observance. Miller him- 
self will stump the nation, carry- 
ing the torch for Code compliance 
into each of the district meetings 
during comingmonths. Meanwhile 


(Continued on page 34) 


WLS Stands Pat On 
Ciggie Tabu, So ABC’s 
‘Stop Music’ Gets Heave 


Chicago, May 25. 
Hopes that the ciggie tabu of 
WLS ended with the death of 





RADIO PUTS ITS HOUSE IN OR 








Sterling's Discard of 2 NBC Spots 
Pinballs Against 3 Agcys., 3 Webs 





Rise Stevens Balks at Pay 
Cut, Ankles Prudential 


Hollywood, May 25. 

Rise Stevens ankles the Pruden- 
tial Hour, CBS Sunday show, come 
the fall. She'll follow through to 
pact’s end but won’t return in Sep- 
tember because she refuses to take 
a salary cut insisted on by Pru- 
dential. 

Miss Stevens has been on the 
show for two seasons. 


Ackerman in Shift 
To Coast for CBS 
As Martin Resigns 


Shift of Harry Ackerman to 
head CBS programming in Holly- 
wood emphasizes the network’s 
intention of expanding its pro- 
gram operations from there. It’s 
now figured that CBS _ will 
try to increase its production of 
new shows on the Coast, partic- 
ularly using names available in 
the film capital. 

With Guy Della Cioppa already 
set to he assistant program head 
there, Ackerman will be freed 
from much of the administrative 
work, and will concentrate on the 
creating of new properties. How- 
ever, he’ll also remain nominally 
in charge of all network produc- 
tion, including New York. 

Although Ackerman’s appoint- 
ment to succeed Ernest H. Martin 
is effective immediately, he does 
not leave for Hollywood until 
June 4, arriving on the scene June 
7. He’ll be accompanied by Hub- 
bell Robinson, Jr., program vice- 
prez, with Della Cioppa due there 
several days in advance. Accord- 
ing to Robinson, no one has been 
selected to succeed Ackerman as 
executive producer in New York, 
but Robert Heller, who heads the 
CBS documentary unit, is a pos- 
sibility. 

Martin resigned the Coast spot 
last week to co-produce a musical 
version of “Charley’s Aunt” on 
Broadway next fall, with Ray Bol- 
ger starred and George Abbott as 
adaptor and stager. He is under- 

(Continued on page 34) 


Two-Way Warners, 


Thackrey Deal Set 


Despite the flurry of denials and 
counter-denials of recent weeks, 
the deal for Warner Bros. to take 
over the two-way Dorothy Thack- 
rey radio operation in Los Angeles 
and San Francisco, with a televi- 
Sion permit thrown in, was re- 
portedly consummated in New 
York over the past weekend. The 
amount involved is said to be 
$1,100,000. 

Deal, of course, is subject to 
FCC approval. If Warners gets the 
greenlight, plan is to retain its 
|KFWB operation in Hollywood, 
‘and dispose of the Thackrey- 
acquired KLAC in L.A. under the 
'FCC duopoly rule. Seen as a 
| strong factor in Warners’ favor in 














|ging radio billings 


+ By cancelling its Friday 9:30 to 


10:30 p.m. span on NBC yesterday 
(Tuesday) Sterling Drug set off a 
series of ripples that affected not 
only three programs but three 
agencies. Sterling’s abrupt move 
at knocking off somewhat over 
$1,000,000 from its advertising 
budget is reminiscent of a similar 
savings rush which another power- 
ful group in the same field, White- 
hall Pharmacal, staged in the win- 
ter of ’46. 


The NBC cancellations, which 
take effect June 25, involve “Waltz 
Time,” handled through Dancer, 
Fitzgerald & Sample, and “Mystery 
Theatre,” produced by Young & 
Rubicam, The musical inning, 
which dates back to the early 30’s, 
goes off the air altogether but 
Sterling’s plans call for moving the 
mystery show over to CBS in the 
Tuesday evening 8 to 8:30 spot cur- 
rently occupied by the same ac- 
count’s “Big Town.” 

“Town” has been out on lend- 
lease to Sterling and Lever Bros. 
will probably use it to plug Life- 
buop soap and also spot the show 
back to back with Henry Morgan 
in the Wednesday night 8:30 to 
9:30 stretch om ABC. Lever re- 
cently acquired Rayve Shampoo, 
Morgan’; mealticket. 

With the transfer of “Mystery 
Theatre” to CBS Sterling will re- 
place Molle as the riding product. 
Bayer asperin, ‘Waltz’ current 
product, is slated as the substitute. 
This takes Y & R out of the pic- 
ture on Sterling’s network setup 
for the present, while Pedlar & 
Ryan, which handles “Big Town” 
for Ironized Yeast, a Sterling prod- 
uct, still retains the print phase of 
the account. The radio portion 
will become part of the Sterling 
pool in Dancer-Fitzgerald-Sample. 

The availability of the early eve- 
ning Friday hour on NBC is ex- 
pected to bring on quite a'scramble 
from among other NBC clients 
anxious to better their time posi- 
tions. Moneywise, it’s the biggest 
clip NBC has had in years. Iso 
in more or less a state of anxiety 
are the competitive networks, wait- 
ing to see which of their accounts 
NBC will go after to make up for 
the Sterling dent. 


A&C TO RIDE OUT 
CO-OP IN ’48-’49 


Abbott & Costello, lone sur- 
vivors of the networks’ ’°47-’48 
splurge in bigtime evening co-op 
shows, have accepted a bid from 





ABC to stay on another season un- - 


der their current terms. 
guarantee is $6,500 weekly. 


A&C stanza is continuing 
through the summer. Comedy duo’s 
present pact runs out in Septem- 
ber. 


They'll definitely have a Wed- 
nesday night segment next sea- 
son, according to ABC program 
veepee “Bud” Barry, but it’s not 
certain yet they will stay in the 
9 p.m. period. 

Web claims the co-oping of A&C 
has paid off satisfactorily. While 
the number of local sponsors has 
slumped (show had around 75 at 
the season’s peak), the net looks 
for a pickup when September rolls 
around. 


Lady Esther to R&R 


Ruthrauff & Ryan agency’s sag- 
may get a 


Talent 





owner Burridge D. Butler several! obtaining an eventual FCC okay |hypo as a result of landing the 


months ago were blighted 
informed A®C that “Stop the 
Music” could not continue- to carry 
WLS call letters when the program 
goes commercial in June. Reason: 
one of its bankrollers (Old Gold) 
makes the forbidden weed. 

ABC immediately began reshuf- 
fling the Sunday lineup on WENR, 
its Chi o-&-o station that shares 
time with WLS. As it now stands 
WENR will yield “Theatre Guild” 


“Stop the Music.” 


last | 
week when manager Glenn Snyder | 


of KFWB over a span of years 
‘under Harry Maizlish’s regime. 
|For that reason, too, it’s expected 
that Maizlish, who has parlayed 
| public service with promotional- 
| showmanship techniques, will head 
| up the expanded WB Coast opera- 
tion. 

Reported deal for the Thackrey 
| Stations comes within a week after 
| announcement that the Thackrey 
N.Y. outlet, WLIB, will stay “in 

the family,” with several offers 
having been turned down. 


is the strong public service record | 


Lady Esther account. 


Although the cosmetics outfit 
has been out of network radio 
since dropping “Screen Guild 
Players” at the close of the °'46- 
°47 season, shift of the account 
from the Biow agency to R&R 
cued speculation that there might 
be new ether plans in the works. 

Agency switch was consummated 
only last week, however, and an 
R&R source said overall plans 
for the account are still in a 











formative stage. 
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Blue 


Skies Fading, NAB Delegates 


Warned; Many Cashing in Chips 


’% 





Los Angeles, May 25. 

A warning that the days of the 
blue sky in radio are fast disap- 
pearing into a lovely and rosy past 
was sounded at the NAB conclave 
here by Kenneth H. Baker, NAB 
director of research, who teld 
the nation’s broadcasters that if 
they “fall flat on their competitive 
face don’t say you weren't warned.” 

“Radio exists today,’ Baker re- 
minded the delegates, “because of 
factual demonstrations of its cover- 
age, its impact and its power. I 
firmly believe that radio will con- 
tinue to be great only as the philos- 
ephy of fact-finding pervades its 
management.” 

“Everyone seems to think,” said 
Baker, “that 1948 is going to be 
one of television’s big years, and 
we all wonder what the effect of 
the New Look in radio is going to 
be. It is certainly true that 1949 
will bring changes in the picture 
which we can't even dream of now. 
All we can be sure of is that things 
will be different and that isn't 
much assurance — especially if 
you're looking for a sure return on 
your investment.” 


Baker declared that many broad- 
casters are taking an alarming view 
ef the future and cashing in their 
chips. To support his view he 
gave figures to prove the many 
withdrawals from station owner- 
ship. During 1947 they pulled out 
of AM at the rate of three a month 
and FM about two a month. In 
the first four months of this year 
they have been dropping out of 
AM at the rate of six a month 
and FM about eight a month. Al- 
though there are about 2,000 AM 
authorizations, only 1,650 of these 
are on the air. Since the majority 
of those that are checking out 
these days are holders of construc- 
tion permits, it looks as if earlier 
predictions of 2,000 AM stations 
operating by the end of 1948 wefe 
a little high, he added. 


“Television is a different story,” 
Baker declared, “and I won't even 
try to tell you what the situation 
is. However; I most heartily agree 
with the statements that we are on 
the threshold of a big experience 
in tele. There are now 97 authori- 
zations for TV stations and 25 of 
these have developed in the last 
three months. Two hundred tele- 
vision applications are pending..” 


Mullen’s Vision? 
S YIsion: 
Los Angeles, May 25. 

One of the facets of the Frank 
Mullen switchover from second in 
command at NBC to the presidency 
of the G. A. (Dick) Richards three- 
station operation, which previously 
went unnoticed, stirred up con- 


siderable comment last week 
among the NAB delegates. 


During the past year Mullen 
rojected himself as one of the 

dustry’s key personalities in the 
advancement of television, plug- 
ging 24 hours a day for the TV 
medium in giving NBC a command- 
ing position on the video front. 


The Richards affiliation, how- 
ever, finds Mullen reverting back 
to a standard broadcasting philos- 
ophy, with the TV future of the 
Richards radio empire in a some- 
what static and nebulous state. 


NAB delegates were wondering 
out loud how the Mullen readjust- 
ment from an “everything-will-be- 
television-in-the-future” stance to 
arta AM radio will work 
ou 


‘CHRIS WELLS’ FADES 
AS DeSOTO VAMPS 


DeSoto dealers, as has been ex- 

ected for several weeks, have 

opped the axe on “Christopher 
Wells.” It'll fade off CBS the last 
week in June. 


The newspaperman adventure 
stanza, packaged by Ed Byron, has 
been in difficulties most of the 
season. Several leads were tried; 
only recently elimination of the 
femme sec’y (on the grounds that 
newsmen don’t have ’em) was de- 
bated. But the main factor in the 
decision to drop the show is said 
to be its failure to garner a Hooper 
satisfactory to the DeSoto dealers. 
Agency is BBD&O., 
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Service Wanted 
Los Angeles, May 25. 

Charles C. Carlson, the New 
Orleans station operator 
(WJBW) who’s on the spot 
with the FCC, figures as long 
as he’s a member of the NAB, 
he’s got a right to demand his 
money’s worth. 

Carlson, whose station per- 
mit the FCC refuses to renew 
because of alleged repeated 
violations of FCC regulations, 
put in a request at the NAB 
meet that really had prexy 
Justin Miller stumped. 

It was smack in the white 
heat of the convention’s most 
provoeative discussion—on the 
newly-promulgated NAB Code 
—when Miller, inviting dele- 
gate reaction to the document, 
found Carlson rising to his 
feet. 

What, he wanted to know, 
was the NAB going to do about 
preventing the FCC from tak- 
ing his station away and turn- 
ing it over to his ex-wife, Mrs. 
Louise Calamari Carlson. 

Miller confessed he didn’t 
have an answer. 





——_____—_—— 


FM Forgotten 
Medium’ Despite 
Coy s NAB Pitch 


Los Angeles, May 25. 
The FM boys went into the NAB 
convention with flags flying, de- 
termined to make a place for FM 
in the radio sun. But by conven- 
tion’s end, not a few of the dele- 
gates were taking the position that 
FM can truly be interpreted as the 
Forgotten Medium. 
The FM’ers even had FCC Chair- 
man Wayne Coy on their side. 
One of the principal convention 
speakers, Coy devoted an entire 
luncheon spiel to FM’s potentiali- 
ties, and it was one of the most 
bullish presentations yet made on 
behalf of standard broadcasting’s 
new baby. 
But apparenty the broadcasters 
themselves weren't convinced. The 
session on “Broadcasting — Hori- 
zons Unlimited,” was primarily 
designed to embrace FM and fac- 
simile, as well as tele, in the whole- 
sale kickaround of what shapes up 
for tomorrow, but tele stole the 
show completely and those isolated 
references to FM were of some- 
what dubious character as to its 
future potential. 

Session wound up, in fact, with 
a show of hands sought by one of 
the’ participants who was desirous 
of learning how many convention 
delegates with both AM and FM 
operations were of the opinion that 
FM would eventually supplant 
AM. Only one in 10 shared that 
view. 


Take What You Want 
For FM, Kobak Tells 
His Mutual Affiliates 


Hollywood, May 25. 
Affiliates of Mutual will be free 








work programs on their FM sta- 
tions, it was announced last week- 
end by Prexy Ed Kobak following 
board meeting, which reviewed its 
policy on duplication. 

“Mutual does not believe there 
is any necessity for forcing its af- 
filiates with FM stations to carry 
every commercial AM program or 
none at all,” declared Kobak. “In 
some instances I am sure that any 
such restriction would work a hard- 
ship upon the affiliates, particular- 
ly so if their FM facilities are op- 
erating on a shorter schedule than 
their AM.” 

_Kobak reasoned that each in- 
dividual station will voluntarily 
give Mutual advertisers an even 
break and station managers will be 
able to program their FM sched- 
ule more advantageously if allowed 
greater latitude. Mutual's policy, 
he said, would be subject to review 
fr ~ time to time but he feels that 
b \.er balanced programming will 
be helpful in furthering the de- 
velopment of FM. _iieaniibe 














to duplicate any or all of its net- 





KLZ Farm Program Publicist 


LEWIS THOMAS 


The activities, comings and goings 
of KLZ's Farm Reporter are im- 
portant news to farmers and 
ranchers of the Denver region. 
Lewis Thomas directs publicity and 
assists with arrangements for KLZ’s 


farm programs. 
f KLZ, DENVER 


Many ‘Knighted fn 
NAB Resolutions 


Los Angeles, May 25. 
Flock of resolutions up before 


the NAB board of directors was 
strictly an Alphonse-Gaston act, 
with everybody from prexy Justin 
Miller down coming in for a salvo 
of kudoes. 


One or two could be called sig- 
nificant, such as the protest against 
a change in the copyright laws to 
include an interest or right in per- 
formance by recordings and tran- 
scriptions. Such a change, it was 
eontended, “would be contrary to 
the publie interest.” 


Also deemed significant was a 
resolution paying tribute to Judge 
Miller’s leadership and pointing to 
his “outstanding -contribution to 
the American system of broadcast- 
ing” for it reflects a united in- 
dustry front and a growing recog- 
nition that in Miller the industry 
has its top man to date. 


Resolution expresses the NAB 
membership’s “complete confi- 
dence” in Miller’s leadership on 
the basis that he’s brought greater 
prestige and understanding to the 
industry and cites his “unrelenting 
effort to secure the constitutional 
guarantees of freedom of speech.” 


Resolution is interpreted as the 
membership’s approval of Miller’s 
all-out campaign to effect a re- 
versal of the Mayflower Decision 
banning editorializing on the air. 
Atwater Kent, who partied the 
delegates on his lavish Bel Air 
estate; the Advertising Council, 
BMI, the Southern California 
Broadcasters Assn., host to the 
delegates, weré among others 
“knighted” by the NAB. 


Lever in Rayve Switch 


Hollywood, May 25. 
In a sudden switch, Lever Bros. 
has taken the newly-acquired 
Rayve shampoo and Hedy Wave 














From the Production Centres 
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IN NEW YORK CITY... 


Emerson Foote, seriously ill from blood poisoning following an in. 
fection while vacationing at Carmel, N. Y., cheeks out of Doctors Hos- 
pital this week, having passed crisis. He returns to Carmel for a couple 
of weeks’ rest... Bob Musel, London-bound, taking along for BBC pre- 
sentation transcription of comedy-mystery series, “Mr. Merryfield,” 
which he and Sid Reznick have scripted. 

CBS will audition its upcoming Morey Amsterdam co-op show, along 
with sample commercials, on a closed circuit this morning (Wed.) at 10 
_...Dan McCullough, WOR announcer-producer, and Jack Barry are 
launching a summer theatre at Trenton, N. J.....BBD&O’s Ben Duffy 
headed a N. Y. contingent that hopped at the Coast for an Alice Faye. 
Phil Harris shindig Monday (24) celebrating Rexall’s cinching of the 
“Bandwagon”. Jack Lazare, WNYC disk jockey, moved over to 
WQXR as a staff announcer....CBS’ Vic Ratner and Lou Hausman 
moved their desks from the 19th to 11th floor at 485 Madison in order 
to consolidate promotion offices....Robert Sosman, night production 
manager at NBC, was promoted to associate director and goes on days 
now. 

Henry Morgan will vacation at Cape Cod again....Read Wright 
named exec producer of “Stop the Music”... .Jack Lescoulie, WOR disk 
jock, leaving Friday (28) for a month in Hollywood to wrap up a pic 
deal. He'll wax e.t.’s for his all-night and Saturday afternoon shows 
..,.Art Henley to gab about radio comedy on Martha Deane's show 
next Tuesday (1)....Paul Roberts, NBC staffer, and Adelaide Smolen 
of the same net’s production dept., engaged. Roberts is co-author 
‘with Sam Locke) of a new iegiter, “The Woman With Red Hair,” to 
be produced in the fall by Leonard Field....John Griggs ticketed to 
do a ghost-chasing act for 10,000 Boy Scouts encamped in the Pocono 
Mts. next Sat. (29). 

General Foods reputedly interested in the new “Joe DiMaggio Show” 
....Daughter born to WNYC gabber Kevin Kennedy... .‘“Young Wid- 
der Brown” starts its 12th year and “Lora Lawton” its sixth year Mon- 
day (31) on NBC....Elaine Rost and Scott McKay added to “Our Gal 


Sunday”....Doris Dalton joined “Evelyn Winters”....Leon Janney 
| and Klock Ryder new to “Backstage Wife”....Reese Taylor with “Just 
Plain Bill” .“Radio Book Letter,” a weekly report on book men- 


tions, author guests, etc., on N. Y. and network. shows, starting publica- 
tion next Wed. {2}. Publisher is T. M. Kraus of Lynbrook, N. Y..... 
New daughter at the home of Clarence de Bruyn, announcer-producer 
in CBS Shortwave. 

Mutual’s Walter Lurie shuttled again tc the Coast for an eight-week 
sojourn. ...George Hall, late of “Call Me Mister,” signed for a comedy 
spot in “New Faces,” summer standin for Burns & Allen....WHN and 
WMGM sending a plattered 30-minute salute to Hollywood sister sta- 
tion, KMGM, for its inaugural airer tomorrow (Thurs.). Ted Husing, 
Morey Amsterdam and other WHN stars got in greetings... .Household 
Finance renewed “The Whistler,” effective June 23.... Robert Swezey 
will interrupt his hop home from NAB to address the Kansas City 
C. of C. June 3. ...Shelly Rothman, formerly WINS record librarian, 
has joined WLIB as operations manager and musical director CBS 
is talking to Ezra Stone about directing a summer sustainer. 

WNBC’s Bob Smith (who frequently gets his mail mixed with Bob 
Smith, NBC sports writer) is guesting five other Bob Smiths this week, 
including the author of a new book called “Baseball”....Walt Framer 
taking CBS’ “Strike It Rich” to Cincy June 13 for the Ad Council 
parley there. 

Paul Manning, ex-Mutual war correspondent, flew in from Germany 
(where he’s been writing special features) in time to welcome a new- 
born son. Also guested on Tex & Jinx’s show Friday (21), and says 
he’s going back into radio . . . Crosley Radio failed to pick up its option 
on that final unsold “Stop the Music” segment . . . Ivan Sandrof, feature 
writer for the Worcester (Mass.) Sunday Telegram, in town last week 
inquiring into radio’s giveaway fever ... WPAT (Paterson) disk jockey 
Lou Steele doing his six-a-week stint from the Casino bandstand at 
Palisades Amusement Park. 


After 16 years in N. Y. radio, John Hymes, until recently radio 
business manager of the Biow agency, has sold his house in Manhasset 
and is moving with his wife (the former Rita Hurwick of WOV) to 
Lancaster, Pa., to become asst. manager of WLAN, 1,000-watt ABC 
outlet there .. . Mutual auditioned a giveaway called “Stop the Clock” 
. «+» Michigan Kroll (formerly Mary Jane Kroll), who resigned as WCBS 
woman’s editor to set up a radio-writing service, has become publicity 
director for the Charles S. Pearson lecture bureau .. . Henry Luhrman, 
Wayne Rutchinson and Stanley Young annexed by Frederic Ziv’s et. 
operation as account execs . . . Jack Fern, formerly scripter on Mutual’s 
“Newsreel,” now producing the strip, with Joseph Anthony as writer. 

Gordon Kinney moved up from manager of radio plans to radio 
directorship of the Ad Council . . . Thelma Ritter into the “Aunt 
Jenny” cast for a two-week stretch .. . Sy Fischer has become a partner 
in Frank Cooper Associates .. . WOR running daily auditions for the 
full-hour Gabriel Heatter amateur acts show to be preemed in July. 

“Senator” Ed Ford building a house at Southold, far out on the 
north shore of Long Island... .Mike Nidorf says he’s going to London 
to huddle with Victor Borge on a possible television series... . Vincent 





permanent account away from 
Roche, Williams & Cleary. 
Account, including Sheilah Gra- 
ham’s Hollywood gab, is divided, 
with J. Walter Thompson getting 
Hedy and Needham, Louis & Bror- 
by handling Rayve. Latter prod- 
—. sponsors Henry Morgan on 








Sentimental VIPs 


Hollywood, May 25. 

While here for the NAB con- 
vention, 11 of the 15 VIP’s 
who participated in Task 
Foree (Ed) Kirby—the Broad- 
casting Mission to Europe— 
in the summer of ’45, voted to 
make the organization perma- 
nent. From ViPers it’s now 
the Last Man Club. 


Judge Justin Miller, NAB 
prexy, still has the bottle of 
champagne given each visit- 
ing VIP in Rheims by the Pom- 
mery people. The other 
thirsty VIPers had long since 
consumed theirs, many of 
them not bothering to fly the 
souvenir grape back to blighty. 
Thus, over Judge Miller’s sur- 
le-cuff bottle of Pommery the 
VIPs pledged that the last VIP 
in the Last Man Club con- 
sumes it, ’ 








ae 


Connelly, announcer of the Mary Margaret McBride program, will be 
| moderator tomorrow night (Thur.) of a meeting at Joan of Arc audi- 
| torium, N. Y., supporting the Marshall Plan, with Quincy Howe and 
Norman Cousins among the speakers. ...Thelma Ritter returns to the 
Theatre Guild of the Air” show for the seasonal windup stanza. To 
| round out the brains-brawn combo, her daughter, Monica Moran, won 
the “outstanding athlete’ medal at Kew Forest high school, N. Y.... 
| Edward Mark Meyers wrote the documentary, “Your Seventh Heaven,” 


| aired Saturday (22) on WEVD, and lectured on television last week at 
Hunter College. 


Ballyhooing its 25th anniversary, Young & Rubicam last week sent 
a brochure, accompanied by a personal note from prexy Sigurd Larmon, 
to all former employees “who helped make our agency great.” The 
firm also circulated editors with a “blue book” of its history... .When 
Anne Seymour, subbing for the still-ailing Lucille Wall, was ill last 
Friday (21), Fran Carlon sub-subbed in the title part of “Portia Faces 


Life.” Miss Carlon plays the lead Saturday (29) on Armstrong’s “The- 
atre of Today” 


IN CHICAGO... 


Mel Wolens is resigning as commercial manager of WCFL, effective 
June 30. He's held the spot since 1937....John Gibney leaves Tele- 
vision Advertising June 1 to take over as ABC’s midwest video produc- 
tion chief... .B. F. Goodrich has bought Monogram’s “Breakfast in the 
Blue Ridge” for co-op offering to dealers... .Songstress Carolyn Gil- 
bert subs on “Manor House” while Skip Farrell does three months of 
personal appearing....Ralph Atlass, manager of WIND, kudosed by 
the Chi Heart Ass’n....Commentator Alex Dreier planning to originate 
his NBC news show from the Demo and GOP conclaves in Philly... - 
Janice Carter leaves Mutual’s flack section Friday (28) to make an 
extended tour of Europe....Scripter Jane Blythe weds Bob Barton, 
an electrical engineer, June 4. 

“Ladies Be Seated” will seat ’em in Springfield, O., in behalf of the 
Central Ohio Heart Assn., week of June 14... . Joel Kupperman marked 
his 12th birthday and his 200th broadcast as a Quiz Kid Sunday (23). . 

Hint Hunt” visits Asheville, N. C., week of June 21....Rep list of 


(Continued on page 34) 
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| FCC’S WALL ST. GLAMOR 


~ §. America Takes It (Give) Away _|FEMME APPT 
St | SURPRISES. 


A sudden order, given by General Peron himself, last week axed 
all cash prizes to participants in quiz programs on Argentine net- 
ashington, May 25. 
President Truman yesterday (24) 


RADIO 23 


GAL 


Straus Pays 5006 for Davega’s 40%, 
Giving Him Full WMCA Ownership - 


Nathan Straus is 
GM’s Corn Kix Switch 














works, seriously affecting the Kolynos and Colgate shows on Radio 


Fl Mundo. iS } 
Surprise move stemmed from Peron’s intention to encourage the 


ople in postal saving habits, and in future all radio awards to 





believed to 


have paid Davega Stores Corp. 


approximately $500,000 in the deal 








pe ; { 
articipé rograms t be made in the form of postal ee ri ‘ : 

participants in quiz programs Men Ue | nominated Frieda B. Hennock, New | announced Monday (24), givi 

saving stamps. Oscar Nicolini, Administrator General of Posts and York attorney and active in New General Mills is slated to switch! him full ov ee rm wana 


Telegraphs, is also chairman of the Postal Savings Bank, and as York democratic circles, for a|its Corn Kix brand from Dancer-| j y_ jndie Davega owned 40% 


al administrator, is also in control of all radio matters. sidieninciaites ~ outs 7 a.-.1 | Fitzgerald-Sz ‘ Pegepiny ll 
Ponevertheless the Postal Sagings Bank was also taken unawares |Commamic: ee ee eee ae ee we amney | interest in the station, whieh the 
' ommunications Commission, start- | ’ “ ; ’ | corporation and Straus bought 


The choice of the | from Edward J. 


and had no facilities available to furnish the broadcasting outlets 
be- | $1 255,000. 


: ; loble j 943 f 
with the mecessary stamps. The Kolynos programs give away Noble in 1943 for 


ing July 1. The nomination came | around July I. we : 
as a surprise both to Capitol Hill | 4¢signation for Kix will be 


“izes ($1,000 U.S.) in each broadcast, while Col- ala tween Willi: Esty Agency and ; 

prizes up to 5,000 pesos ($1, , solons and the FCC. It is Pres.|*ween Witham Msty Agency anc) Deal not only terminz 

; “uns P “ ” ana ; $ 8. | motham_T ater : PT aes z 4 erminated the 
gate runs up to $100 per broadcast in an “all or nothing” scram. |qyyman’s first appointment of a|latham-Laird, Inc., of Chicago. | accociation of Straus and Herman 


woman to a major job since Fran- |The change, if it goes through, will 
| be made Sept. 1. 


ces Perkins was placed on the Civil | | been WMCA’s treasurer, but alse 
Service Commission two years ago.| D-F-S will get another $200,000| resulted in the checkout of 
G.O.P. solons hailed the move as | Worth of billings from Whitehall | Charles Stark, veepee and general 
an “outright political appointment” | Drug in the transference of “Front |} manager, who has been with the 
and a Truman bid for the femme | Pase Farrell,” which carries the | indie since 1939. Stark says the 
vote. Aithough White House cir- |, olynos tag, from Duane Jones. | . his simultaneous 
icles refused comment, it’s generally | The move will reduce the Whitehall | resignation is that he has “other 
|believed that Miss Hennock was | 28¢ncy alliance to two, the othe? | plans,” which he’s not ready to 
iendorsed by Demo boss Ed Flynn | being SSC&B. announce except that they are in 

|and Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt. | radio. 
In the resulting reshuffle of top 


Pres. Truman reached a decision 
‘on the nomination late last week, | personnel, Harry Solow, who was 
iit was learned, after Miss Hennock | a Fe e reps 


with WMCA from 1938 to 1945 as 
ipaid him an off-the-record visit | 


Sponsors and advertisers had to put over a quick switch in pro- 
gram format to conform to the new Peron-imposed regulations. 


Showdown Fi ight on Rating Blackout 
Looms as Tenn. Station Sues Hoope 


Knoxville, May 25. *% 


Showdown fight over C. E. Hoop- | ; ° 
er’s right to blackout a radio sta- | Gal B casters in Hub Meet 


; M. Stein, Davega prexy who has 

















only -reason- for 








them a sales exec, is returning next 


ratings by omitting 





tion's 
from his City Reports may be in| 
the offing here as a result of court 
action instituted last week by 
WROL, Knoxville’s NBC affiliate. 

Cut out of Hooper’s December- | 
through-April survey of the Knox- | 
ville area because of a telephone 


Boston, May 25. 
James L. Caddigan. program 
manager of DuMont video, is set | 


} 


as top speaker in third annual con- | 


ference of women broadcasters of | 


the NAB, First skedded | 
for June 4-5. 


This is first time gal broadcast- | 


District, 





last Tuesday. | 

Observers here dubbed President 
Truman’s choice of a woman 4a| 
smart political move inasmuch as | 
the GOP senators may be reluctant 
to buck the appointment on that 
count. 





Big FM Spread; 


Tuesday (1) as sales director, and 
Leon Goldstein, veepee over pub- 
lic service programming, has been 
given responsibility over all pro- 
gramming. Solow, who has been 
operating an ad agency, is turning 


a 
Adjustment Era it over to his sons. 
Stark won’t be replaced, his 


contest it has been running, WROL | ers have met in Hub. Other events Miss Hennock is an attractive, " duties being divided between 
obtained a chancery court injunc-| include panel discussions on wom- | brown-eyed blonde, looks thirtyish Boston, May 25. Straus. Solow and Goldstein. 
tion to prevent release of Hooper’s | en’s role in daily radio, women as | and admits to 40, and is as sharp Yankee Network is going | Although Straus says no major 





City Report on other stations here. 


Suit has far-reaching implica- | 
tions. It challenges action Hooper | 
has taken in several instances | 
against stations conducting phone | 
contests. Most recent was in New 
Orleans, where Hooper cut off 
WNOE, charging the station with | 
artifically inflating rating and dis- | 
torting sets-in-use figures with a 
“Don’t Say Hello” contest. Hooper 
at first yanked his City Report, 


salesmen, etc. 


Fitch Scratched, 
Rexall Chained 





a dresser as she apparently is an | 
attorney. As a trial lawyer, she 
has handled everything from mur- | 
der to divorce cases; the first year | 
she practiced she won seven ac- | 
quittals. Since switching to civil | 
law, her clients have included in- | 
surance companies, banks and trust | 
firms whose legal entanglements | 
frequently have taken her to Wash- | 





To Sunday Time 


ington. She’s regarded definitely | 
as Wall St.’s glamor gal. 


through a period of adjustment in 
preparation for an enhanced FM 
operation coming up this summer. 

The net has been faced with 
falling Hoopers in recent months, 
plus a heavy burden of wire 
charges holding the 26-station net 
together and increased expendi- 
tures on video, which is about set 
to hit the Hub airway on June 8. 
All this tied in with recent per- 
sonnel trims in various outlets, 


policy changes are contemplated 
at this time, it’s reported a new 
accent will be placed on sales of 
live programming in preference to 
spots. Also, it is expected that 
Straus’ strong propensity for pub- 
lic service projects will be reflected 
in his 100° control of the indie’s 
operation. 

Davega, incidentally, will in- 
crease its time billings on WMCA, 





then later reinstituted it, minus Although she’s a Democrat, Miss | especially WMTW, Portland, where . 
WNOE’s ratings, Hennock is associated with the|the mews staff was recently 

Hooper also is faced with pos- Hollywood, May 25. venerable, staid, Republican law | dropped, and got the rumor going é y 
sible Tennessee state action as a Fitch peddled its last bottle of | firm of Choate, Mitchell & Ely. | locally that the net was retrench- 


result of disclosure that the rating 
agency has been doing business 
here for a number of years with- 
out having qualified as a “foreign” 
corporation. Tennessee Secretary 
of State Joe’C. Carr has written 
Hooper that Section 4128 of the 
Code of Tennessee provides a fine 
of not less than $100 nor more 
than $500 for each day a corpora- 


Weiss, Kobak, All 
MBS Board Stays 


Hollywood, May 25. 


Mutual stood pat on its officers 
and 12 directors for another year, 
= Save them all a vote of con- 
souee by reelecting them at the 

rst —. ~4 the network's 

G ever held in Holl . 
Lewis Allen Weiss, p Alan aaa 
~. of Don Lee, continues as board 

rman, and Ed Kobak carries 
on as president. 

Theodore Streibert of WOR, 
ao York, was retained as vice 

airman, and others voted another 
og term were Willet Brown, 
WGN ee veepee; E. M. Antrim, 
WHR’ Chicago; H. K. Carpenter, 
hel < Cleveland; Chesser Camp- 
Tho. ‘GN; J. R. Poppele, WOR; 

omas F. O'Neil, Yankee network. 








scalp rub Sunday in NBC's blue 
ribbon time slot. Rexall moves in 
next Sabbath with its “Summer 
Theatre” starring Pat O’Brien and 
Virginia Bruce as a warmup for the 
fall] return of Phil Harris and Alice 
Faye. NBC reported that Fitch 
“eancelled” although the trade’s 
inner circle is of the opinion that 
some mighty power politics were 
played. 

Rexall will have two shows on its 
hands until June 23 when Jimmy 
Durante gives up his drug line. 
Establishing the Harris-Faye combo 
in the Sunday spot is in line with 
Niles Trammell’s recent decision 
to give first consideration to the 


She denies, however, that she’s a 
‘Tammanyite. But she admits the 


(Continued on page 34) 


Star System, 


Giveaways Get 
Miles Exec Rap 


Chicago, May 25. 





ing. 

Fact is, however, the net is get- 
ting set to establish three key FM 
outlets instead of the one current- 
ly readying along with video in 
Medford (Boston area). These 
other two outlets will be from Mt. 
Washington, N. H.,_ through 
WMTW, Portland, and from Pax- 
ton, Mass., through WAAB, Wor- 
cester. Sites are eventually 
planned as video outlets via boost- 
ers fronrthe Hub. Result will be, 
as planned now, a tap in the rich 
outlying sections of New England, 
but this is well in the future. 

Yankee net, long emphasizing 
the home-tovn angle in its out- 
lets, plans additional emphasis 


Poll Winner 


Election to determine the bar- 
gaining representative for network 
radio performers will be held the 
week of June 9-16, from 9 a.m. to 
6 p.m. daily, in New York, Chicago, 
Los Angeles and San Franeisco. 
Whether balloting will be held in 
other cities or conducted by mail 
for them will depend on the num- 


The election will take place 
under NLRB supervision, and is 
provided for in the recent agree- 
ment of the networks, agencies, 
sponsors and package and trans- 


program over the protests of}! Sponsor dissatisfaction with the . S i 
sponsors or agencies. It’s all “for! star system in radio and the muiti- | 4fong those lines ‘throughout the cription companies to extend the 
the good of the network,” de-| plicity of giveaways was sounded |net. Trim and shift in personnel | existing code of the American Fed- 


clared the net's prexy. 


Barnum, Entrikin 
Join R&R Exodus 


Minor exodus has developed in 
the Ruthrauff & Ryan ad agency, 
with veepee Pete Barnum, co-di- 
rector of the radio department 
(with Willson Tuttle), and Knowles 
Entrikin, script supervisor, disclos- 
ing plans to check out in the wake 
of Sam Pierce's departure, effec- 
tive July 1, as R&R’s Coast radio 
veepee. It’s denied, however, that 





last week by Oliver B. Capelle, 
sales promotion chief of Miles 
Laboratories, one of the top 10 
users of air time. Beefs were made 
in an address to members of the 
Chi Radio Management Club. 

Said Capelle: “The tendency of 
radio producers to cast a few fa- 
vored artists on numerous radio 
shows, while equally talented 
actors with fresh voices are de- 
prived of livelihood by closed cor- 
poration methods of selection, con- 
tributes to the high cost of radio. 
Talent costs could often be lowered 
by spreading the work instead of 
handing premium fees to a select 
few who are doing well on other 
programs. There is neither jus- 
tice nor wisdom in _ permitting 


in the three key outlets for FM is 
designed in long run to strength- 
en staff to handle original airings, 
with plenty of hiring skedded in 
future when the stations hit the 
air on FM basis. This figures to 
be about 60 days away. 


CBS 46 All-Pro 


Giveaway Stanza 


CBS’ new giveaway, “Sing It 
Again”, which debuts this Satur- 
day night (29), will be different 
from its category in one respect 





eration of Radio Artists two 
years. 

If AFRA is voted the bargaining 
agent it will be the first time the 
union has had such combined 
status under the sustaining, com- 
mercial and transcription codes. 
Heretofore, AFRA has been the 
bargaining rep for performers 
under the three codes separately. 

Since AFRA has had a union 
shop in both sustainer and com- 
mercial network radio since 1938, 
and only performers employed 
during the month of March, 1948, 
are eligible to vote, it’s assumed 
the union will win the election 
easily, provided there is a heavy 
turnout. That is because, in order 
to be declared the bargaining 
agent, AFRA must receive a ma- 


ore 


Oston; Benedi ; > S its stems from lucky insiders to make from $50,- . Ree: sage 
Philadelphia: A ye loa = once dit go : sag in R&R 000 up per year, while 80% of | at least: it will carry a staff of | jority of the eligible vote, rather 
CKLw, Detroit; Linus Travers | air billings or reported difficulties American Federation of Radio Art- | four professional lyric writers. | than merely of the votes cast. For 
Yankee network. ’ **|in connection with the Auto-Lite | ists members earn less than $2,- They are Hy Zaret, who wrote that reason, union representatives 
bankrolling of “Suspense.” 000.” “One Meatball,” Bernie Hani-|in the various cities are making a 
; ghen, who wrote the _lyrics| strenuous effort to have all their 


Lewis, Martin Summer 
Deal With CBS Mulled 


Jerry Lewis and Dean Martin 
bag at the Copacabana, N. Y. 
‘eke ee tie in with CBS for an 
ry: week series of their own with 

ast origination. Comedy team 


Would take 
over one 
hiatus spots. of the summer 





stint’. is still in the planning’ 

dvaccinat consummation of a deal , 

with ing on mutual satisfaction | 
& proposed program format. 


Barnum’s exit involves’ salary 
differences and his insistance on 
being shifted to the agency’s Holly- 
wood office. There is no specific 
date for his departure, but he says 
it will be about Sept. 1. He has 
no definite plans, but intends mak- 
ing his permanent home on the 
Coast, preferably as a freelance | 
producer. Ironically, Barnum left | 
Young & Rubicam some years ago 
rather than be shifted to JHolly- 


wood. 
Entrikin, another R&R 


long- 





(Continued on page 34) 


Turning to giveaways Capelle 
said: “A high listener rating can 
sometimes be a snare and a delu- 
sion. A good example is found in | 
audience __ participation shows, | 
which are popular now, but in| 
which so much mention is made by 
brand name of articles given away 
that the audience gets no clear 
picture of what the sponsor him- 
self is trying to sell. 

“We have a good example of this 
in a show called ‘Queen for a Day,’ 
which we co-sponsor with the Phil- 








lip Morris Co.” 


for “Lute Song”, Albert Stillman, 
staff lyricist for the Radio City 
Music Hall, and Bill Stein. who’s 
on -several pop tunes. 

The cash giveaway will average 
$2,000: and the talent lineup for 
the hour (8-9) consists of Alan 
Dale, Patti Clayton, Ray Bloch and 


eligible members vote. 





Femme Playwrights 
Script Comedy Show 


CBS is gandering a _ situation 





comedy, “It’s Always Albert,” 
scripted by Jacqueline Susann 


a mixed vocal group. Dan Sey- | (wife of producer Irving Mansfield} 


mour will m.c., 


Lester Gottlieb,| and Beatrice Cole. 


An audition 


produce, and Rocco Tito, direct. | platter will be cut Friday (28). 


It indicates a total talent-produc- 


week, 


Two femmes penned a play, 


‘tion nut of approximately $4,000 a | “Lovely Me,” which had a_ brief 


| Broadway run last year. 


ber eligible to vote in each place. — 
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NE LONG-TERM MEASURE of an advertising agency 
is its ability both to change and to resist change. 


° In striving ever to improve the quality of its work, it must 
be party to the myriad inventions—intellectual and mate- 
rial—by which progress is measured. 

But in preserving the character and integrity of its work, 
an agency must resist all efforts to change those basic qual- 
ities on which its reputation and its inspiration are founded. 

If, by preserving the latter, it impels the former, each 
year becomes more useful than the last. 

In the year of our twenty fifth anniversary—which we 
celebrate this May—Young & Rubicam publicly restates 


some of the beliefs we live by. 


i _. _YgR’s philosophy 


1. An agency must excel in ingenuity, thor- 
aughness, restlessness 








Ingenuity—the resourcefulness to command a 
bigger proportion of the public’s attention for a 
client’s advertising than his competitors are get- 
ting for theirs. 


Thoroughness—the ability to completely sur- 
round and penetrate a selling problem. 


Restlessness—a state of mind that compels an 
advertising agency to seek a still better way to 
do a job, after a good way has been found. 














How important 
are 25 years ? 


2. A job must satisfy not only the client 
—but Young & Rubicam 


Good advertising cannot thrive in an atmosphere 
of “pleasing the client at any cost.” 


We want the client to believe in the adver- 
tising we prepare for him. But—equally im. 


portant—we must believe in it ourselves. 
os 


3.“Brass hat” doesn't mean brass knuckles 


Any executive of Young & Rubicam can lose an 
argument to a subordinate. 


For it is Young & Rubicam’s belief that prob- 
lems are solved better with reason than by co- 
ercion; that the agency will profit most from a 
man’s inind if he feels free to express his honest 
convictions in any ajtuation. . 


4. There is no such thing as an “all-round” 
advertising man — 


It is our belief that an outstanding advertising 
man may be capable in many phases of advertis- 
ing, but that he will excel in one. 


Letting each man devote his entire ability to 
the thing he does best has proved to be one 
good form of insurance against undernourished 
thinking. 
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5. “Formula” is another name for “rut” 


We believe that the sales problems of products 
are as individual as eyesight, and that advertising 
should be fitted to them as carefully as glasses 
are fitted to the eves. 


Any attempt to formularize advertising places 
ioo much responsibility on experience, and too 
little on original thought. 


6. An agency should be alive to the world 
outside of advertising and business 


It should study the things that appeal to people 
in the field. of politics, news columns, movies, 
the stage, the pulpit or fiction. 


And it should be able to apply its findings to 
the constant improvement of the advertising it 


prepares. 











7. It is more important to develop present 
business than to get new business 


The reward of ofenership in Young & Rubicam 
has been given for the ability to serve business 
rather than to get business. 








In each Young & Rubicam office, one man de- 
votes part of his time to soliciting new accounts, 





The inference 





23 YEARS AGO THIS MONTH, Young & Rubicam was an advertis- 
ing agency which had some definite convictions — but no business. 

We still have the convictions. And we believe sincerely that be- 
cause we still have them, the following businesses have chosen to 
advertise through Young & Rubicam, Inc. 





Clients of Young & Rubicam, Inc. 


Following is a list of companies whose advertising is handled—in 


whole or in part—by Young & Rubicam. The companies are listed in 


chronological order. 


1924 


A. 


1938 (Continued) 





General Foods Corporation 


1926 





International Silver Company 


1927 





The Borden Company 
Johnson & Johnson 


1930 ; 





The Travelers Insurance Company 


1931 


American Home Feods, Inc. 
Cluett, Peabody & Co., Inc. 





1932 





Gulf Oil Corporation 
The Rath Packing Company 
The Personal Products Corporation 
Packard Motor Car Company 
Parke, Davis & Company 
Northern Paper Mills 
The Centaur-Caldwell Division 
of Sterling Drug, Inc. 


1933 





Bissell Carpet Sweeper Company 
Frankfort Distillers Corporation 


1935 





General Aniline & Film Corporation 
The National Sugar Refining Company 
Bristol-Myers Company 


1936 


Life Savers Corporation 
Drake Bakeries, Incorporated 





1937 

Motor Wheel Corporation 

The Singer Sewing Machine Company 
Metropolitan Life Insurance Company 





1938 





Thomas J. Lipton, Inc, 
Ls hee 
Vime, Inc. 


The Drackett Company 


Sanforized Division of Cluett, 
Peabody & Co., Ine. 
Cannon Mills, Inc. 


1939 





Simmons Company 


1940 





Hotels Statler Company, Inc. 
American Can Company 

Royal Typewriter Company, Inez 
Lever Brothers Company 

John F. Jelke Company 


1941 





The Pullman Company 
Celanese Corporation of America 


1942 





Consolidated Vultee Aircraft 


Corporation 


1943 





Good Housekeeping Magazine 

Petri Wine Company 

The Goodyear Tire & Rubber 
Company, Inc. 

General Electric Company 


1945 





Duffy-Mott Company, Inc, 
Hunt Foods Ine. 

Purity Bakeries 

Hammond Instrument Company 


1946 





Pepsi-Cola Company 
(Evervess Sparkling Water) 
O’Cedar Corp’n, 


. Chester H. Roth Co., Ine. 


Dictaphone Corporation 
Northam Warren Corporation _/ 


1947 


The Permanente Metals Corporation, 
and Permanente Products 
Company +e 

Bigelow-Sanford Carpet Co.; Ines 

Scovill Manufacturing Company 


Jos. Schlitz Brewing Company / 
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New 
Con-Edison Due 


Electric power utility companies 
foresee a windfall of new business 
in the steady growth of the tele- 
vision industry, with Consolidated 
Edison of N. Y. alone standing to 
gross at least $1,000,000 from TV 
setowners. this year. Figure 1s 
based on an estimated average in- 
crease in the electric bill of each 
tele home of $5 annually. 

According to tele technicians, 
the average video set uses no more 
power than a 200-300-watt bulb. 
Cost to the viewer, of course, is 
dependent on how much he uses 
the set. Fact that most sets are 
operated in darkened rooms, with 
most of the lights in the room 
turned off, also compensates for 
the increased cost as far as the 
setowner is concerned. Cost to 
him, consequently, runs no more 
than $1 on his light bill every two 
months. But multiplying that $1 
by the 186,000-odd sets now in cir- 
culation in the greater N. Y. area 
means” tremendous new business 
for Consolidated Edison. 

In line with that, NBC tele time 
sales manager Reynold R. Kraft 
cited in a recent speech before the 
Edison Electric Institute the new 
business available to power com- 
panies on a national scale. If 10,- 
000,000 families buy video sets dur- 
ing the next five years and use 
them an average of three hours per 
day, there will be an additional 
national load of 9,000,000 kw hours 
per day, or 5,485,000,000 kw hours 
per year, all due to tele. Multiply- 
ing that by the kw hour rate 
charged by each power company 
brings their new business up into 
the millions of dollars. 


“TOTS, TWEENS’ T0 PLUG: 








TEENAGERS FASHIONS | ici: by May 28. Same procedure 


Following. success of its “Tele- 
vision Fashions on ‘Parade” show, 
the packagers of the DuMont se- 
ries are working out a half-hour 
program which will carry the same | 
basic format, but plug fashions for 
moppets and teenagers. Titled 
“Tots,.Tweens ’N Teens,” the new 
series is slated to bow on the Du- 
Mont web Aug. 18, with Macy’s 
serving as “program host” for the 
first seven weeks. 

Participating sponsors will be 
designers and manufacturers whose 
products are sold at Macy’s. Agnes 
Phillips, former fashion editor of 
Child Life mag, originated the idea 
and has been signed as associate 
producer of the series. Package 
outfit, under the name of Tele- 
vision Fashions on Parade, is head- 
ed up by Leon Roth, as prexy. 
Current show is aired in the Fri- 
day night 8 to 8:30 slot by WABD 
(DuMont, N. Y.). 


Biz Windfall to Utilities Seen; 


for $1,000,000 Gross 


4 





Vallee Sets Release Deal 


For 7 Telepic Producers 


Hollywood, May 25. 

Rudy Vallee is setting up seven 
independent television production 
units which will reign with a free 
hand but release through him. 
Vallee, who already has his own 
| tele productions, Vallee Video, 1s 
financing the venture and will set 
up his producers and directors and 
| thereafter act only in a supervisory 
capacity. 
| Joe Kaye and Stan Kramer have 
| been set to head two of the units. 
| Kaye will film a “shaggy dog” se- 
ries in initial effort and Kramer 
will do a Joe Diggs series. Vallee 
has signed Buddy Lester to do a 
fashion and comedy series after 
the current “College” film is com- 
pleted. 


New Method Cn 











Pepsi Yens Owner Status 
On Any Video Reel 


In its shopping around for a tele- 
vision reel among film producers 
Pepsi-Cola has advanced the stipu- 
lation that any deal would have to 
be on an outright ownership basis. 
The beverage mixer wants to he 
free to use the reel any way it sees 
fit, as circulating it among clubs, 
both adult and juvenile. 

Price it has cited as willing to 
pay for the right sports reel is 
$3,000 for a five-minute subject 
and $5,000 for a 15-minute series. 


Authors to Check 


Prices on Deals 


As the first actual step in deal- | 
ing with the television market for 
written material, the Authors 
League of America has set up a 
video desk to check prices on all 
deals. This is handled by the 
League’s television committee. 
Both New York and Hollywood 
sections of the committee are 
working on the situation, but all 
price information is _ clearing 
through the New York office of 
the League. 

As a preliminary step, the | 
League cautioned members of its 
| affiliate Guilds (Dramatists, Au- 








| most 


WHAT’S IT WORTH? 

With Gil Fates, Sigmund Roths- 
child, others 

Director: Frances Buss 

30 Mins.; Fri., 9:30 p.m. 

Sustaining 

CBS-TV, from N. Y. 

After a long and successful run 
as a radio show on WNEWV, N. Y. 
indie, ‘‘What’s It Worth?” has been 
picked up by CBS television and 
adapted into an intimately enter- 
taining video package. that should 
attract plenty of viewers on tne 
CBS video web. Successful adap- 
tation of the show to tele points up 
the fact that TV programmers may 
yet find a wealth of material for 
their medium in standard radio 
formats. 

As with the radio version, the 
appealing attribute of 
“Worth” is its human _ interest 


jangle, and CBS director Frances 


Buss plays up that angle for maxi- 
mum audience satisfaction. Format 
is basically a simple one, with 
paintings and other objets d’art 
brought into the studio by their 
owners for appraisal by a panel of 
experts. For that extra show-win- 
dow dressing, the owners first teii 
the story of how they acquired 
their treasures and then a “guesti- 
mate” is placed on the objects by 
other studio guests before the ex- 
perts’ appraisal i$ given. 

Through the wise use of her 
cameras to help tell the story, Miss 
Buss enhanced the human interest 


Television Reviews 


SHFEPHOOFES+E+EGEE4 


appearance help dress the show 
He’s assisted by guest appraisers 
each week. 

Production-wise, “Worth” wag 
well staged, with the objects spot- 
lighted in their rightful place at 
the centre of the studio. Only mis. 
take was in the lighting, which cast’ 
a constant shadow of the mike 
boom as it moved from person to 
person among the studio guests. 

Stal. 


OPEN HOUSE 
With Gil Fates, Ed Sullivan, Frank 
Stanton, Edward R. Murrow, 
Robert Bendick, Hollace Shaw, 
Patricia Bright, Shaye Cogan, 
Johnny Desmond, Tony Mottola 
Trio, others 
| Producer: Jerry Danzig 
| Directors: Ace Ochs, Fred Rickey 
Writers: Ochs, Danzig 
60 Mins., Sun. (23), 9 p. m. 
Sustaining 
CBS, ffom New York 
CBS broadcast a full-hour “Open 
House” salute from its N. Y. stu- 
dios Sunday (23), to greet WCAU- 
TV, Philadelphia, first affiliated 
station of CBS, as WCAU formai- 
ly inaugurated a regular program 
service. Everybody took part, 
from CBS prexy Frank Stanton 
down. And as is usual in most 
such cases, everybody was a little 
stiff and self-conscious, and the 
program turned out to be some- 
what talky and dull. As enter- 
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CarINgs amu Screen Writers and Radio 
. Writers) to be.sure not to include 
Washington, May 25. video rights in deals for any. other 
A new procedure for scheduling | rights to their material and, in par- 
competitive video hearings, made | ticular, not to dispose of more than 
necessary by its nationwide re-|single-performance television 
allocation of tele channels, was ,an- | rights to any property. It is no 
nounced “by the Federal Com-| asking members to check with th 
munications Commission last Fri-| price desk, which will attempt to 
day (21). keep a file of prevailing fees paid 
In towns whose channel assign-|>Y various tele shows. Thus, au- 
ments are unchanged in the new| thors would presumably be able to 
blueprint, hearings will go on as | 8¢t the full market rate and, grad- 
scheduled unless FCC receives|Ually, the price level could be 


: subtract | Pushed up. 
specific requests to add oy subtrac The effectiveness of a clearing 
house for tele prices obviously de- 
channels unless the bidders them- | Pe™ds on the degree of cooperation 
of the members, so the League’s 


selves seek a postponement. video committee plans continuous 
Next procedure will be followed | efforts to keep the membership 


after the Commission gets out its| . 276 of the setup. Besides peri- 


decision on the new allocation as'|..,. -. ; 
- > odic circular letters, the committee 
the result of its overall hearing on | hopes to publish prices Reger ape wane 


the plan, skedded for June 14, FCC jable deals in the League Bulletin, 
being :gided, it will not schedule an impetus to the members to 
’ eep in touch with the office. 


hearings for 30 days thereafter, to 
DuMont Pacts ‘Newsreel’ 


permit new bidders to get their 
Over Philly ABC Outlet 


papers on file. 
FCC said it will undertake on its 
own behalf to postpone hearings 
now planned in townS where t is 
proposed to substitute another| (Chaijking up another instance of 
channel for the No. 1 slot which | one television network cooperating 
| with another for the benefit of 
, both, DuMont this week signed a 
two-year contract to bankroll the 
“Television Newsreel” over WFIL- 


tele has lost or where specific re- 
quests are received to substitute a 
TV, Philadelphia outlet of ABC 
television. 


metropolitan for a community slot. 
Commercials are to plug DuMont 


will apply to towns’ slated to lose 




















Fairbanks Winds First 


NBC Telefilm Series 


Hollywood, May 25. 
“Public Prosecutor” package, a 
26-week series of 20-minute mys- 
tery thrillers for NBC television, 
has been completed by Jerry Fair- 
banks Productions. Fairbanks is 


the first to wrap up a series writ- | 


‘ten, directed, enacted and photo- 
graphed exclusively for video. 

Fairbanks shot the entire series 
in 11 weeks starting March 1, and 
averaging two and one-half pro- 
grams per week. Package equals 
almost nine-one-hour films and 
makes use of more than 500,000 
feet of film. 

Lew Landers directed the series 
which headlines John Howard, 
Anne Gwynne and Walter Sande, 
with 103 supporting players in- 
cluding Mary Beth Hughes, Evelyn 
Ankers, Beulah Bondi, Lina Romay, 


Lord, Barbara’ Brown, George 
Chandler, Dan Seymour, Lee Pat- 
rick, Cy Kendall and Jane Frazee. 

Fairbanks averaged eight sets 
per program and totaled 387 ward- 
robe changes and 12,000 prop 


Biow’s Tele, Pix Dept. 
telesets, with DuMont’s sponsor- 


Biow agency yesterday _(Tues.) 
set up a television and motion pic- ship teeing off Monday (23). Pact 
calls for a 15-minute newscast at 


ture department, naming William 
J. Morris as supervisor. He moves 


aspects considerably in the show’s|tainment it was pretty mediocre, 


preem Friday (21). Home viewers 
were given a good chance to ap- 
praise the objects via direct close- 
ups. Then, when the _ experts 
quoted their actual value, Miss 
Buss wisely trained the camera on 
the owners to record faithfully 
their reactions of either pleasant 
surprise-or disappointment. 

Emcee Gil Fates, who won his 
TV spurs chiefly as a sports com- 
mentator, confined his work on 
this show to the more _ serious 
theme the format requires. Sig- 
mund Rothschild, w.k. art restorer, 
is a good choice as permanent ex- 
pert. His apparent knowledge of 
all the objects and his longhair 


WPIX, WATV Antennas 
Need Reorienting For 
N. Y. Metropolitan Area 


Difficulties encountered by many 
television set owners in the N. Y. 
metropolitan area in picking up 
the signal from WATV (Newark) 
has pointed up anew the value in 
suggestions of N. Y. broadcasters 
that they all locate their transmit- 
ters on a central site. 

* In addition to the fact that most 
home TV antennas are oriented 
for the lower-band channels and 
not for WATV’s channel 13 in the 
higher frequencies, the location of 
WATV’s transmitter across the 
Hudson river in New Jersey has 
also contributed to the failure of 





with programming and camera 
work both falling down badly. 
The one-hour variety show con- 
'tained ballroom tap dancers, sing- 
ers, a ventriloquist, a mimic, 
among others, and the talent was 
‘on the blah side. The camera 
| didn’t help them much, with long . 
|shots when closeups would have 
|; been more interesting, and clo*- 
|ups when long shots would have 
| been less painful and revelatory. 
| Programming lacked 
as well as talent. 
There was a good deal‘ of talk, 
| but most was to the. point. Prexy 


heeaee discussed CBS’ plans for 
(Continued on page 30) 


imagination 


ee 


Paris to WPIX 
In Doody Tiff 


The tiff between Frank Paris, 
formerly with NBC’s ‘Howdy 
|Doody,” and the network is still 
‘raging with Paris and NBC claim- 
| ing the rights to the name and 
‘character of the central figure in 
the show. 

As a result, Paris, after breaking 
away from “Howdy Doody,” will 
do a puppet show on WPIX in the 
5.p.m.-6 p.m. slot in opposition to 
the NBC layout. Paris will use the 
same puppet, but will rechristen 
it “Pixie.” 

NBC meanwhile has been cover- ° 
ing up Paris’ absence from the 


| 
] 





sets to pick up the station’s signal. ‘show by declaring the marionette 


over from BBD&O, where he had a 
similar position. Previously he 


7:30 p.m. across the board and a 
repeat at the station’s signoff daily. 
In addition, a half-hour review of 


was with J. Walter Thompson. 

Morris will report to John 
Hamm, Milton Biow’s assistant on 
radio and television. 


the week’s news highlights will be 
given on Sundays. Reel is produced 
by the news staff of the Philly In- 
quirer, which owns WFIL-TV. 


? 


Inside Television 


If there’s any longer any doubt about the way television’s caught 
hold of the public’s fancy, industry officials point to the 15 special 
newspaper and magazine supplement on TV either already off the 
presses or primed for the near future. Latest to hit the newstands 
is Time mag’s current issue featuring a five-page spread on tele in 
place of the usual radio section. In the works are one by the N. Y. 
Times (June 13), being prepared by radio editor Jack Gould, and 
one by the New Republic mag, now being lined up by radio editor 
Saul Carson for June 7 publication. 

Next to the recent history and prognostication on tele in Fortune, 
Time’s is probably the most complete and factual, although some 
| of its findings were hardly welcomed by the industry’s backers. After 
'a short history accompanied by a diagramed sketch of how TV works 
and pannings of current program fare, Time concluded: “But the best 
way to measure television’s future is to look at the men who control 
it. And since radio and Hollywood are television’s godfathers, the 
child will probably grow up in their image, with their considerable 
virtues—and their considerable vices.” . 














changes. Editing, by Art Seid, will 
run six weeks to completion while 
musical scoring will be held off. 
until James C. Petrillo sets mu- 
Sicians’ video rates for film. 





New York--Ted Huston, free-| 
lance radio and _ television pro- 
ducer, joined the McCann-Erickson 
ad agency as assistant to TV chief 
Lee Cooley. Huston was formerly 
with Ruthrauff & Ryan, same 


“agency for which Cooley formerly | 


worked. | 


Mass of criticism raised against radio’s current giveaway craze 
apparently hasn’t fazed television broadcasters, who see in the for- 
mat the same chance for amassing top Hooperatings with little ex- 
pense. Latest instance in the tele industry is “It’s a Hit,” packaged 
by the indie production firm of Westheimer & Co., which preemed 


, May 13 over KSD-TV, St. Louis. 


To attract viewer participation, the show gives away weekly a 
series of prizes valued at $1,800—far from the radio record but believed 
to be the top giveaway on any TV show to date. Prizes include a free 
air trip and vacation to Havana for two people, in addition to clothes, 
shoes, watches, a fur coat and the usual array of participant lures. 
To take the sting out of the idea, Westheimer conditions the award 


of prizes on best letters telling why viewers support their ‘d 
amunity chests. ppo local com 


Manner in which transmitters of 
other stations are spread across 
the city has also meant that many 
set owners have had to settle for 
a good picture from one or two 
Stations at the expense of the 
others. 


If all stations were to transmit 
from one central point, it’s de- 
clared, that difficulty could be 
overcome. Most of the broadcasters 
pushing the idea have had their 
eyes on the Empire State Bldg., 
but NBC, now the sole occupant 
on the Empire State tower, has 
persistently nixed the idea. Broad- 
casters have also suggested the 
RCA building in Radio City as a 
suitable site, but NBC has turned 
thumbs down on that bid also. 

In most such cases where anten- 
nas are oriented for the lower- 
band channels, according to tele 
engineers, they'll have to be re- 
oriented for both WATV and 
WPIX, the N. Y. Daily News’ out- 
let,-which is slated to open June 
15 on channel 11. Latter outlet too 
will be operating in the higher 
band. 

Tele engineers point out that all 
antennas are basically directional, 
which makes necessary their re- 
alignment whenever a station opens 
outside their range. Most set own- 
ers will have the realignment per- 
formed gratis as part of their 
standard year’s service guarantee. 
RCA Service Corp. declared it 
would try to reorient antennas 
whenever possible to pick up both 
high channels. If that’s found im- 
possible, though, set owners will be 
required to have supplemental an- 





. (Continued on page 30) 


is away campaigning for election - 


las president. Meanwhile, to attain 
|the good looks necessary for a 
|White House occupant, Howdy 
|Doody is having his face lifted. 
‘New doll with the same label will 
make its appearance later on the 
show. 

Paris’ tiff with NBC started with 
his demands for a salary increase. 
Otherwise, he threatened to pull 
away from the show leaving the 
layout without a central character. 
His right to use the name Howdy 
Doody was contested by the net- 
work, declaring the name was their 
idea despite the fact that Paris 
‘owned the doll. NBC claimed copy- 
right to the title and idea and told 
Paris that he could contest that 
claim in the courts. NBC said that 
the name and character was origi- 
nated by Bob Smith who emcees 
the show. 


Vanderbilt’s Roving 
TV Pix Assignment 


Neil Vanderbilt, roving column- 
ist from the Society clan, has 
caught the television film bug. He’s 
taking off June 11 for Europe with 
a camera crew to spend the sum- 
mer and early fall shooting film 
aimed at the video market. 

Vanderbilt and his crew expect 
to tour France, Holland, Italy, 
Switzerland, Spain, and _ possibly 
England, filming industries, fash- 
ions, night life and other sub- 
jects. Rights to the films will be 
owned by Herbert Chase, ex-Army 
buddy of Vanderbilt's, who has 4 
New York organization which will 
market the reels, 
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Y&R to Produce’ Stassen’s Tele 


. Stanza, Setting 


Campaign Pattern 





Harold, E. Stassen is going on+¢- 


evision tomorrow (Thurs.) night 
ha full-fashioned _ production 
well send rival White 


tel 
wit 


which may White 
House aspirants out scurrying 
around to line up experienced 
video help in their campaigns. 


For if the candidates count at all 


on the impression they make via 


ideo, they stand to follow a 
carey act in Stassen’s kickoff of | 
CBS-TV's “Presidential Timber 
geries. 


Minnesotan’s show, first election 
campaign stanza ever designed es- 
pecially for the tele medium, has 
been put together by a gfoup of 
Stassen supporters in the Young 
& Rubicam ad agency. Program 
will be transcribed on film during 
its 9-9:30 p.m. airing over ee we 
Philadelphia and Baltimore out- 
jets, and prints will be made avail- 
able to Stassen groups and pos- 
sibly to other tele stations of the 
country. Sy 

Y&R group, working as private 
citizens under the direction of 
agencyman Harold Smith, have 
put together a 30-minute show in 
which the GOP hopeful probably 
will be seen by televiewers a total 
of not more than six or seven 
minutes. And there'll be none of 
the table-pounding forensics of 
standard political speeches. 

Instead, the show will open with 
a film documentary on Minnesota, 
pointing out the state’s contribu- 
tions to the nation and leading in- 
to a buildup for the former gov- 
ernor. Stanza then will go live, 
with Stassen introing himself 
and telling about his family back- 
ground and his personal career. 
During this sequence, cameras 
will pick up still photos of the 
candidate’s parents, brothers and | 
sisters, his home, himself as a | 
youth, as county attorney, as gov- 
ernor and as naval officer during 
the war. 

In the fmal sequence, Stassen | 





will discuss his views on labor- 
management problems, taxes, 
Communism, housing and other | 





issues. Instead of watching Stas- 
sen, however, viewers will see | 
keyed films of strikes, housing 
projects, etc., plus probably some 
charts on such topics as taxes. 

Socialist and Socialist Labor 
Party candidates, Norman Thomas 
and Edward A. Teichert, also have 
accepted. Others who’ve been in- 
Vited include President Truman, 
Gov. Earl Warren, Henry A. Wal- 
lace, Gov. Thomas E. Dewey and 
Gen. Douglas MacArthur. 

Production of the Stassen stanza 
by Y&R personnel “on their own” 
recalls that this agency handled 
the advertising for the late Wen- 
dell Willkie’s Presidential cam- 
Paign and incurred such criticism 
from clients as a result that a 
Policy was established of flatly re- 
fusing political accounts. CIO 
Political Action Committee is un- 
derstood to have been one of 
those since turned down. 


Wash. Hotels Pioneering 
In Bringing TV on Wheels 
~ To Guests at $2 Per Day 


Washington, May 18. 
Five Washington hotels are pio- 
neering in bringing their guests 
television on wheels” at the rate 
$2 a day. And Television Re- 
. — Co., which leases the mobile 
deo units, is now negotiating with 
a sixth, the- Statler. The Statler 
ge has already contracted for 
service another com- 
NY for its Hotel Pennsylvania in 


receivers are current! 
leased a -t. Hamilton, Suecehem. 
otel 2400, the Broadmoor and 
Raleigh Hotels and, according to 
hetel reps, are in constant demand 
their guests. The Shoreham was 
first to sign up for seven mo- 
units last March 15 and re- 
Perts that Prinee Michael of Rou- 
mania rented one for his entire 

week stay at that hotel. 
Television Research uses stand- 
(Continued on page 30) 








isponsors Friday 


COLGATE DICKERING 
FOR TV ‘TOP THIS’ 


Colgate-Palmolive-Peet, through 


ithe Ted Bates agency, is dickering 


with “Senator” Ed. Ford for the 
right to telecast his “Can You Top 


This?” radio series, which it now | 
nights on NBC; 


and, through its subsidiary Kirk- 
mann’s soap, Wednesday nights 
locally on WOR, New York. 


The reported offer is $2,500 ad- | 


ditional for the video rights for 
the package, with Ford continuing 
to pay the other talent on the show. 


WGN-TV Demand 
On Waiver Clause 
Burns Chi Writers 


Chicago, May 25. 

Chi members of the Radio 
Writers Guild are smoldering over 
the release form that has to be 
signatured by all freelancers sub- 
mitting scripts to WGN-TV. Form, 
say writers, deprives them of even 
a shred of protection against pla- 
giarism of ideas and material. 

Release form reads in part: 

“] hereby waive and release any 
and all claims against you, your 
affiliated companies and clients for 
any use, or alleged use, that you, 
your affiliated companies or clients 
may make of any of such material. 
I hereby waive any right to have 
the material returned to me, and I 
expressly agree that your decision, 
both as to whether all or any part 





| of it has been so used and also as 


to what compensation shall be paid 
me if you decide that it has been 
so used, shall be conclusive and 
binding upon me.” 

While admitting that WGN-TV 
is entitled to full protection in 
dealing with unsolicited 
scripts, RWG scripters maintain 
the station has gone to extreme 
lengths. Especially so, it is said, 
since one of its execs is reported 
to have told an RWG member: 
“We haven’t seen any ideas yet 
that we can’t equal or improve 
upon.” 


NBC’S $1°250 HR. 
COAST SPONSOR TAB 


Following the pattern’ estab- 
lished by its WNBT in N. Y., which 
boasts the highest, time and facil- 
ities charges of any station in the 
east, NBC has also set a rate sched- 
ule for its forthcoming KNBH in 
Hollywood which will be the high- 
est on the Coast. As announced on 
the Coast last week by NBC prexy 
Niles Trammell, the station will 
ask $500 per hour for time, $750 
per hour for studio and $250 for 
film shows, making a total cost to 
sponsors for an hour studio show 
of $1,250. ’ 

Trammell also disclosed that the 
web’s kinescope recorder, which 
copies live shows on film directly 
off the face of a receiving tube, 
would be used to link NB&’s east 
and west‘ coast tele operations 
pending completion of the cable 
networking facilities. Recorder is 
to bow in next month with films on 
national political convention high- 
lights, which NBC is producing in 
cooperation with Life magazine. 
Web plans to furnish films of the 
show to all stations not connected: 
to its video net by cable or micro- 
wave relay. 

KNBH, according to Trammell, 
is to take the air by Oct. 1 “if con- 

completed by that 





erected atop Mt. Wilson and a 
studio in Hollywood's. Radio 
is being converted inte a video 
studie. 
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BCASTERS DEFY TV HOTFOOT 





OHAKE OFF FEARS 
OF NEW MEDIUM 


Los Angeles, May 25. 
If the average American broad- 
caster west of the Hudson is en- 





| compassing tele in his vision of thc | 


|future, he did a successful job of 
| concealing it at last week’s con- 


vention here of the National Assn. | 


|of Broadcasters. 

| Out of the Los Angeles conclave 
came one definite conclusion: that 
the broadcasters, save for the; 
more aggressive element that has 
already made the plunge, are 
afraid of what TV portends in the 
years to come. But it’s a fear 
borne of a conviction that the days 
ef easy coin are over; that from 
here on in it’s resourcefulness and 
ingenuity that will count. 

And it’s a fear that finds many a 
broadcaster doing an ostrich rou- 
tine in their refusal to believe that 
television may eventually affect 
their stations or put them out of 
business, no matter how isolated 
|their sphere of operation. It was 
particularly reflected at last week’s 
convention in the almost adamant 
refusal of a great many broadcast- 
er delegates to display any sort of 
healthy curiosity as to the vast po- 
tentialities of TV by preferring to 
ignore the technical ramifications 
involved. 

The NAB, divorcing its manage- 
ment meetings from engineering 
conferences, went to the trouble 
to parlay some of the nation’s top 
tele experts into a two-day agenda 
of events for a healthy kickaround 





But Who Won? 
Milwaukee, May 25 

Here’s a variation of the 
I-should-have-stood-in-bed gag 
which WTMJ-TV is exploiting. 
it’s a case where a_basebail 
team’s manager, under orders 
from his doctor, did stay in 
bed and fared pretty well by 
running things with a tele- 
vision set. 

Told te keep indoors, Man- 
ager Nick Cullop, of the Mil- 
waukee brewers, set up a cot 
in the team’s club house. With 
a video receiver and a phone 
beside him, Cullop called the 
moves to Coach Ray Berres in 
the dugout. The arrangement 
lasted through a _ three-game 
series here with Kansas City. 


Telenews-CBS 
Pact Opens New 
TV Reel System 











of the new medium. Yet many 
broadcasters scrammed the L. A, 
meet upon conclusion of the man- 





manu- | 


|had made their contribution in fa- 
|voring adoption of a new radio 
— 

Of the program men who did 
stick around L. A. for the post- 
management sessions, few ven- 
tured near the engineering con- 


|clave, despite the provocative en- 


facets tossed 
position that 


gineering-technical 
|around, taking the 


‘at least my engineers will know 
, about these things.” 
accept the video hotfoot lying | 
down was apparent from the reac- | 
tion of the delegates to the sym- 
posium on “Broadcasting — Her- | 
izons Unlimited,” one of the top. 
panel sessions of the meet, in which 
key industry personalities flung 
the radio requiem smack back in | 
the faces of the TV drumbeaters. 

The broadcasters who refuse to 
concede that television may some 
day supplant radio and jeopardize 
a $400,000,000 industry had oce- 
casion to take heart in the con- 


ABC's 6-Statton 
Coast TV Web 


Hollywood, May 25. 

ABC is bringing two special 
events men and a program director 
from New York sometime in July 
to set up a six-station tele-network 
expected to be operated on the 
Coast before next spring. 

Don Searle, ABC veepee, de- 
clared Los Angeles, San Francisco 
and San Diego, will be on the air 
by Dec. 1, with Bakersfield, Fresno 
and Sacramento to be ready early 
1949. 

Stations will be linked by micro- 
wave the latter part of February or 
early March. Searle feels that the 
eastern tele superiority is due only 
to longer experience. 














Pix-Video 

Because of the growing in- 
terlocking relationship be- 
tween Pictures and Television, 
attention is called to the 
special Films-TV page in this 
issue on P. 5. 

Other special TV stories will 
be spotlighted on occasion 





} 


i“Well, if TV catches up with me,!complete with script. 


Marking the closest appreach yet 
|taken by a television newsreel 


service to the press associations’ | | . . 
agement sessions, content that they | method of syndicating news mate- | big boys,” he admitted. 


rial, Telenews has pacted with the 
{CBS video web to provide daily 
'uncut newsreel footage for CBS to 
use in any way it desires. 

In addition to the_ so-callec 
| “‘long-cut” footage, the deal, inked 
|Monday (24), also calls for CBS 
tu run on its entire network the 
“Telenews Daily” reel, comprising 
five minutes of packaged footage, 
Since this 
reel is also being used currently 
on competing stations in many of 


That the broadcasters refused to | the cities in which CBS has af- 


filiates, it marks the first time any 
reel has sold its material on a non- 
exclusive basis. This factor, too, 
parallels the method in which the 
wire services syndicate their mate- 
rial to competing newspapers or 
radio stations in a single city. 
Contra*t is believed to give Tel- 
enews a considerable edge on all 


‘the major. film companies’ reels. 


To date, Fox Movietone is the only 
major reel to provide a TV service. 
Paramount, Warners and Univer- 
sal have offered their reels to vari- 
ous stations and networks, .includ- 
ing CBS, but have never closed a 
deal. Reason is believed to be 
that they ask for more money than 
the TV outlets are able, or are 
willing, to pay. 

Under terms of the pact, Tele- 
news is to provide CBS with a 
minimum of eight minutes of foot- 
age daily in an uncut and unscored 
version. CBS has the right to edit 
the material and embellish it with 


(Continued on page 33) 


WHODUNIT PREPPED 
WITH PARTICIPATION 


New television dramatic series 
incorporating an audience partici- 
pation format with whodunits is 
currently being wrapped up by 
indie packager Martin Jones. One 
time legit producer and owner of 
several Broadway theatres, Jones 
last week resigned as radio director 
of the Buchanan ad agency to 
devote his full time to video pack- 
aging. 

To ease the strain of producing a 
top-quality tele show weekly, Jones 
plans to keep a standing format 
for his “False Witness’ series. 
which will require only a weekly 
fillin. Show will have a. panel of 
celebs trying to guess the perpe- 
trator of a murder after hearing 
witnesses questioned in a jury box, 
and guess which one of the wit- 
nesses lied. 

Package price for each half-hour 








|, such as the Vaudeo story im 
Vaudeville eon P. 43. 


show, on a 13-week deal, is $3,500. 


Sparks Fly at Frisco Hearing: 
Two of Seven Bidders Bow Out Of 
Nation s Hot Spot 


in Video Grants 


By JACK HELLMAN 


i 

| San Francisco, May 25. 

| Leland Holzer, used car dealer 
known -as “Honest John,” today 
| (Tues.) withdrew without prejudice 
| his application for a television li- 
| cense in San Francisco. 

This leaves five applicants te 
— it out for two available chan- 
nels, 





| San Francisco, May 25. 

| Sparks sputtered and flew at 
yesterday’s (24) opening session of 
| the FCC hearing on the claim of 
|six contestants for the two avail- 
able television channels in San 
| Francisco but not the kind gener- 
ated by hot debate or lacy oratory 
by the batteries of legal lights. 
Rather, they were the rockets set 
off by the microvolt boys, who can 


|talk loosely and freely about 
| ghosts, shadows and contours. 
It was the engineers’ day in 


court. When session opened there 
were seven challengers for the two 
available bands (9 and 11) but 
shortly after Jack Paul Biume, 
FCC examiner, called the meeting 
to order the first of the expected 
smalifry casualties was reported. 
S. H. Patterson of the AT&SF co- 
terie of stations (he owns siles in 
Atchison, Topeka and San Fran- 
| cisco) announced he had petitioned 
FCC to dismiss his application 
without prejudice. 

“Sure I was scared off by the 
“But Ill 
‘be back when other channels are 
opened up and the competition 
‘sn’t so rough.” He had reference 

» the Big Four (Paramount Tele- 

ision Productions, 20th-Fox, Ed 

Zauley’s Television, Cal. and CBS). 
; The other two, KROW, Oakland, 
tand Leland Holzer (“Honest John,” 
the skywriting used car dealer) 
| bothered him not at all and he 
| would like to be in the same league 
|with them. He said Blume, now 
, going through his sixth FCC hear- 
| ing this year, announced at the out- 
'set that each applicant wauld be 
| given a day to present his case, his 
'exhibits and his witnesses. 

With engineers taking two days 
it would indicate the hearing will 
/consume up to 10 days and with 
ino time out for Memorial Day. 
Brenner Digs Deep 

Seated at the far end of the 
counsel table -was Joseph Brenner, 
FCC counsel, who pried every wit 
ness for minute details that vets 
of these hearings say are general- 
ly bypassed. That’s the impor- 
tance FCC attaches to this hear- 
ing, one of the country’s hot spots 
in TV grants. Brenner wanted his 
facts straight and got them. Court 
reporter using the steno machine 


(Continued on page 30) 


City of Brotherly TV 
Sees 2 Rival Stations 
Aidmg in WCAU Debut 


Philadelphia, May 25. 

Less than three months after it 
first went on the air; WCAU-TV, 
the Evening BuHetin station, began 
steady programs Sunday (23). The 
inaugural was built up with elabo- 
rate proniotional fanfare, the high 
point of which was a special 20- 
page television section in the Sun- 
day Bulletin. 

- The debut was auspicious and 
the new station was launched with 
the well wishes (and even the 
active cooperation) of its two com- 
petitors. WPTZ, for imstance, cut 
WCAU-TV in on its telecast of the 
ballgame, a five-and-a-half hour 
Sunday doubleheader between the 
Phillies and the Cardinals. WFIL- 
TV dedicated an entire Sunday 
show to its rival. And just to make 
things palsy-walsy alf around, G. 
Bennett Larson, WCAU’s TV di- 
recter, publicly thanked both of 
his competitors. 


I All the department stores carried 
unsolicited ads greeting the new- 
comer, although the stores eschew- 


(Continued on page 33) 
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B’caster 


clusions reached by most of the 


panel participants. 

Although acknowledging that 
television is the most aggressive 
industry today and is destined to 
hold a commanding position in the 
economic pattern, U. S. broadcast- 
ers nonetheless refused to concede 
that radio was ready for an old- 
age pension. 

It was the overall conclusion 
that radio will have a permanent 
grip in the communications world 
and that as television expands, it 
advertisers and 
new budgets, and thus won’t ren- 
der standard broadcasting obso- 
lete. 

From such key personalities as 
CBS prez Frank Stanton; ABC 
prexy Mark Woods; Charles Morti- 
mer, veepee and director of mar- 
keting for General Foods; Lewis 
Alien Weiss, Don Lee's No. i man; 
Norman Kersta, NBC television 
exec, and Clair McCullough, of 
WGAL, Lancaster, Pa., speaking 
as a practical broadcaster, came 
practically the same conclusions as 
to the scope of TV in the shape 
of things to come, but it remained 
for Don Lee’s Weiss to sound the 
real note of caution in the long- 
range TV economics involved. 

Too many, Weiss warned, are 
rushing into television merely to 
make money, with the inevitabil- 
ity of many of them facing bank- 
rupicy, without any appreciation 
of the new techniques required or 








will attract new 
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TV Hotfoot 





the longrange planning that must 
be cultivated in an orderly way. 

Mortimer, the GF exec, while 
bullish about tele’s potentialities 
(company has already experiment- 
ed with 16 different type TV shows 
and commercial techniques), nev- 
ertheless foresaw plenty of room 
in the future for radio as an ad- 
vertising medium, predicting that 
‘advertising via new products and 
\labels will keep pace with the ex- 
‘pansion, so that there will be 

room in the economic pattern for 
both radio and television. 
Mortimer was convinced of TV’s 
impact .on the listener via figures 
presented on audience penetration 
and already revealing 
that GF can buy videoglers at a 
‘cost of 57c per thousand. That, 
\he said, has never been equalled 
| in radio. 
| Mark Woods was particularly 
| emphatic as to the continued place 
'of radio, because of its program 
| selectivity, its mobility and the 
fact that there will be many areas 
which TV will not penetrate. 

Dr. Stanton, of CBS, was perhaps 
the most bullish on TV’s potenti- 
alities, asserting that already it has 
made faster strides in impact than 
radio did at a parallel stage in the 
game. He disclosed some interest- 
ing research figures, showing that 
in homes having both tele and ra- 
| dio, nine out of 10 families were 
watehing video and that, even dur- 
ing hours when television wasn’t 
on, the rule thumb shows that ra- 
dio listening was down 50% as 
against parallel homes not having 
tele sets. ' 
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FOR SALE TODAY 


$9,086.45 time and talent weekly over a selected 
list of 170 stations. 


ABC 


Here’s your chance to 
“STOP THE MUSIC” 


Fa 7.3 Current Hooperating 
ie 20.3: Hooper Share-of-Audience — 


\shows a rising rating in the face of 
seasonal decline in sets-in-use. 


WELSER So St ee es 


8:15 to S230 p.m. Sunpays 


STOP THE MUSIC 





dollar (Nielsen) 





+] * 
| Parsons’ Bigtime Sahs 
Hollywood, May 25. 

Gracie Allen, Bebe Daniels, Anita 
Colby and Beb Hope will sub, in 
that order, for Louella Parsons 
during her seven week hiatus from 
her ABC Woodbury show, starting 
June 6. 

Each will do two stanzas with the 
exception of Hope, who'll stand in 
July 18 and interview Miss Par- 
sons via shortwave from mid-Atlan- 
tic. She will be en route home 
from a European jaunt. 














| Television Reviews 


ti 
a tele network in some detail, with 
i|maps and diagrams to illustrate. 
The talk was interesting enough, 
but camera work on the exhibits 
|wasn’t. Robert Bendick, director 
‘ef news and specia! events, talked 
about tele coverage on the coming 
political conventions. Edward R. 
Murrow made the best impression 
in a facile, informal talk about 
newscasting in the new medium of 
tele. He wasn’t sure what tele 
would do to the business of news 
broadeasting, he said.- He did 
hope that-news would remain news, 
and not be trimmed to animated 
or pictorial possibilities. He didn’t 
sound too sanguinee Bron. 











Continued from page 26 


CHILDREN’S HOUR 

With Stan Lee Breza 

60 Mins. Sun. (23) 11:30 a.m. 
HORN & HARDART 
WCAU-TYV, Philly 

For the inaugural of television 
at WCAU, the station switched to 
video one of its staunchest AM 
props, the 20-year-old Horn & 
Hardart “Children’s Hour,” con- 
ducted by Stan Lee Broza. 

The oldest program in local 
radio and probably one of the old- 
est anywhere, the show is a natural 
for visual entertainment. The 
moppets sit minstrel fashion about 
the stage and wait their turn to 
do their stuff, mostly song and 
dance. There is a wide variety of 
kids, they are highly photogenic 
and a number of them are really 





Where the show errs in video 
is the attempt to do it cold. The 
camera flashes from Broza to the 
| kids and you -find them reading 
} scripts. The technique is_ still 
radio and there should be some at- 
tempt made to get rid of it, 
whether the youngsters are re- 
hearsed, or use a blackboard or 
|some other device. 
| . Hugh Walton does the commer- 
| Cials with slides. The show went 
}out both AM and TV simultane- 
Lously. Gag. 


| WPIX 


Continued from page 26 
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'tennas installed at an additional 
leost of $15. 

Despite RCA assurances that 
their sets could be realigned for 
| the upper channels, set owners are 
| having their troubles in getting the 
job done. One RCA service man in 
Westchester is known to have told 
a local set owner that it wouldn’t 
be worth the time and expense’ to 
try to switch the antenna to pick 
up WATV. According to him, the 
station is completely out of range, 
so that no antenna refinements will 
bring in the signal. WATV engi- 
neers,. however, attribute his atti- 
tude to the fact that he’s probably 
too busy installing new sets to 
take time to service old ones. 

; WPIX plans to inform set owners 
in advance of the trouble they 
might have in picking up the sta- 
tion’s signal under their present 
antenna systems. That will form 


part of the station’s promotion cam- 
paign, which is scheduled to tee off 
within the next several weeks. 





CALL 
Circle 7-5700—NOW 


American Broadcasting Company 











"Sparks 








also had his troubles. So many 
technical terms were tossed around 
that time and again he was forced 
to interrupt the testimony to note 
the correct spelling. 

Examiner Blume gave out a hear 
ye that only expert witnesses 
would be heard at the engineer- 
ing sessions and just because one 
said he was an expert it didn’t 
necessarily make him one. Each 
had his professional pedigree ex- 
amined before he was seated as 
an expert. Blume seemed more 
interested in “How soon can you | 
get on the air” rather than the | 
long detailed operation of each 








Continued from page 27 


In Frisco 





motion for time-sharing arrange. 
ment, which would tend to indi. 
cate he wanted some of the smaller 
applicants f6 double up. 
Hodgson Letter Perfect 


First witness of the day was Par. 
amount’s Richard Hodgson, direc. 
tor of technical operations for Pay. 
amount Pictures. Counsel Smith 
announced before putting him on 
the stand that Television Produc. 
tions had changed its name of. 
ficially to Paramount Television 
productions. 

Hodgson was almost letter-per. 
fect in his technical pitch to the 
commission and successfully par. 


project. _ {ried all questions: of his cress. 
| Some troubie may be brewing examiners. He did run into troubie 
| for Don Lee’s KFRC before the however, whea counsel Welch 
‘hearing is over. When Blume | didn’t care for his contour map and 


asked counsel for’stipulation to ac- 
ceptance of either channels 9 or 11- 
it brought a protest from counsel 
Kark Smith of Paramount. He de- 
clared that channel 2 should be 
included. This is the band FCC is 
“reserving” for Don Lee at a sep- 
arate hearing, the Coast chain hav- 
ing been separated from the con- 
solidated bidders. Attorney Vin- 
cent Welch of 20th-Fox also seem- 
ed a little unhappy about the ex- 
clusion of channel 2 from the stip- 
ulation. j 
Blume sounded a significant note 
before adjournment for the day, 
saying that he would entertain any 

















Giants Pro-Rate 


Centinued from page i 


Grounds for the supplemental 
charges. 
John ‘Mara, Giants’ business 


manager and son of owner Tim 
Mara, confirmed reports of the 
revolutionary contract but declined 
to discuss the details. He implied, 
however, that the plan was put 
into effect to make certain that the 
Giants*gate is not dented too heav- | 
ily by tele. It’s known that the | 
elaborate formula for the per-set | 
cost basis was set up by George | 
Rohrs, Mara’s brother-in-law, who’s 
a Harvard Business School grad- 





Uate and reportedly an _ expert | 
mathematician. 

Dangerous Precedent | 
Broadcasters, both radio and | 


' tele, view the new plan with con- | 
siderable alarm, pointing out that. 
if it works successfully it’s not 
| without the realm of possibility to 
imagine that it might spread to all 
radio and TV shows. Thus, at 
| some future date, sponsors of such 
{shows as the Jack Benny or Fred 
Allen radio sessions, might be 
forced to pay the program costs on 
the basis of the number of listen- 
ers tuned in to the show. Accord- 
ing to broadcasters, who have 
lately conceded their error in lay- 
ing too much stress cn Hooperat- 
ings, the system would set up a 
false economy for the entire bust- 
ness. 

For that reason, NBC, which had 
first refusal on the Giants’ football 
games for the 1948 season, turned 
down the new system. completely. 
NBC televised all Giants’ home 
games last year, with Pabst Beer 
paying $15,000 to the football club 
to bankroll the pickups, but the 
-web would have none of the pro- 
posed new plan. System was also 
nixed in turn by CBS, DuMont and 
several top ad agencies. 

ABC has taken the Giants’ 
games on speculation, since it has 
yet to line up a sponsor. Accord- 
ing to Mara, it hasn’t been ascer- 
tained yet how the plan will work 
if ABC is forced to carry the games 
on a sustaining basis. Web, whose 
WJZ-TV in N. Y. is slated to take 
the some time in August, will 
have available six Giants’ games 
played at the Polo Grounds, as 
well as out-of-town games in Bos- 
ton, Philadelphia and Washington. 

With NBC out of the Giants’ pic- 
ture, it’s expected that web will 
put in a heavy bid for the other 
two N. Y. pro football teams. Last 
year DuMont covered the Yankee 
games and CBS had the Brooklyn 

It’s believed the same 
two webs will have first refusal on 
those clubs for 1948. 


A. K. ‘Juve’ Show Set 


Jack Barry, emcee of “Juvenile 
Jury,” has sold his “Life Begins | 











at 80,” an A. K. version of the mop- 
pet stanza, te Mutual as summer 

replacement for “Jury.” 
It'll July 4 for at least a- 
run in “Jury's” 3:30 Sun- 


range of signal values. 
tricky and technical 
way. 

Blume wanted to know about 
Paramount’s equipment for S. F, 
and indicated it may he six months 
before the FCC makes its final 
determination on grant of the two 
channels despite an earlier nudge 
to “get going.” Judge Sam Rosen- 
man put William Lodge, CBS chief 
engineer, on the stand to open the 
afternoon hearing. Rosenman, one- 
time adviser to the late President 
Roosevelt, had little trouble getting 
CBS exhibit of maps, graphs and 
technical forensics accepted. 

Closing the first day’s hearing 
was Dixie McKey, Washington con- 
sultant, for Ed Pauley’s Television, , 
Cal. 


It was that 
most of the 
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All Home Games 


of the 


CLEVELAND 
INDIANS 


NOW BEING 


TELEVISED 


WEWS 


First in Cleveland 


SPONSORED IN FULL BY 
GENERAL ELECTRIC 


through 
Batten, Barton, 


Durstine & Osborn 


Television is forging ahead “on 
the in Nerthern Ohie 
(covering Metropolitan Cleve- 
land and all of Akron, too). Ad- 
vertisers are quick te see the |: 
great impact WEWS has on the 
new and fast-growing audience. 


‘THE. SCRIPPS-HOWARD 
RADIO STATIONS 


© WEWS Television—WEWS-FM, 
Cleveland, Ohio 


© WCPO, Cincinnati, Obie (New 
building Television) 


© WHOX, Knoxville, Tena. 


All these stations represented by 
The Branham Company 

















day slot. 
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Lots of Spec on D. 


Tn 0G Transfer of WIOP Stock 


Washington, May 25. 

Formal sales application fixing 
a price between $850-$900,000 for 
a 55% controlling block of WTOP- 
CBS is expected to reach the FCC 
this week. Meanwhile, WTOP and 
WINX staffers here are currently 
in a dither over what the Washing- 
ton Post’s acquisition of the CBS 





ally and to the Washington pro- 
gram operation. 

Application is expected to show 
some staffing plans, with biggest 
speculation centered on likelihood | 
that WTOP manager Maurice Mit- | 
chell will be recalled to New York | 
by CBS and WINX’ top man John | 
Hayes moved in to assume control 
of the Washington Post-CBS oper- 
ation. CBS net shows out of Wash- 
ington will hot be affected by the 
transaction, it was learned, but no 
decision has been made on what 
local airers are to be scrapped in 
favor of WINX and Washington 
Post presentations. Earl Gammons, 
CBS’ Washington v.p., is not ex- 
pected to be affected by the move. 

Post publisher Philip Graham, 
meanwhile, has reported several 
purchase offers for WINX and 
WwWxX-FM but “no deal has been 
made.” Although WINX coverage 
has been boosted 200% in night- 
time hours by addition of two 250- | 
watt boosters, radio men here spec- | 
ulate that the stations will not rate 
much more than a $250,000 sales 
ticket in the present market. Post 
paid around $550,000 for the AM 
property in 1943 and has not re- 
couped that investment from the 
radio operation. Absence of an ac- 
companying tele permit is expected 
to shave bids for the stations, along 
with the fact that several other 
D. C. outlets “can be had” for the 
asking. The Cowles Broadcasting 
Co’s. WOL-Mutual has had a “for 
sale” sign out for some time, ac- 
cording to reports here,’ but the 
$750,000 asking price has brought 
forth no firm offers. WOL has no 
video permit although some Mutual 
programs may be aired via Bam- 


| 


} 


} 
} 








berger’s D.C. tele operation ex- 


C. Radio Picture 


pected to get underway in late 
summer. 

Situation is complicated by the 
fact that Washington Post must 
show “full control” of the opera- 
tion to FCC’s satisfaction. WTOP 
claims a lead over WRC and all 
other D.C. stations on local airers 
before 6 p.m. with the latest 
Hooper giving it a 24% bite of the 


D.C. audience to WRC’s 17% in the 
daytime hours. 
The. Washington Daily News’ 


government reporter John Cramer, 
who has a top 7.1 Hooper on his 
WTOP daily airer at 6:25-6:30 
P.M. and the Evening Star’s drama 
crick Jay Carmody are expected to 
be dropped by the Post manage 


iment and substitutions made from 
ithe 


present Post-WINX 
Carmody has a Sunday 
hour on WTOP. The daily papers 
in town all of whom have a healthy 
block of time on the CBS outlet are 
also likely to take their business 
elsewhere. 

Radio observers here believe 
FCC will interpose no objections 
to the AM-FM sale but consensus 
is that the CBS-Post combo will 
have a tougher time persuading the 
Commission to give them the No. 
12 video slot now assigned Fred- 
ericksburg, Va. Bid for tele is ex- 
pected to be filed simultaneously 


|with the AM-FM transfer. 





MODERNAIRES BACK 


TO CLUB 15’ IN AUG,| ss 


staff. | 
quarter- | 


| brell. 


Texaco Into Bing Spot 


For staying on through the sum- 
mer, Texaco’s “Star Theatre” will 
get the Bingsday spot starting 
June 9. 

“Comedy Writers’ Show,” the 
sustainer initially slated to fill the 
Philco time at 10 p.m. Wednesdays, 
will tee off instead in *Texaco’s 
10:30 segment, then move two 
weeks later to the 8 o’clock slot 
being vacated by “Mayor of the 


| Town.” 
7” 


Wire Recording Comes 


| 


| To Aid of Law in Kaycee 


P ’sS 
| rosecutor s Setup 
| Kansas City, May 25. 
Techniques of radio now are be- 
ing employed on the side of the 
law through the office of James G. 
Kimbrell, Jackson County prose- 
cutor. Wire recording equipment 
has been made a part of the of- 
fice’s standard equipment, and al- 
ready has brought some unusual 
twists in cases before the court. 











to take criminal case statements 
and make them part of the perma- 
nent record. 

It may be possible to introduce 
telephone conversations as 
dence through this device, but just 
(how much the recorder can be 
used is still being studied by the 
prosecutor. 

The next step to be borrowed 
| from the entertainment world will 
| be to synchronize films with the 
; wire recording, according to Kim- 
This is only in the specu- 
lative stage as yet, however, he 








Campbell Soup is washing up its ‘Cabin B-13’ Series Due 


10-week deal with the Pied Pipers | 
on CBS’ “Club 15” and has pacted 


the Modernaires to return to the 
five-a-week stanza when it returns 


to the ether Aug. 2 following an |scripted by John Dickson Carr, is 
tentatively 


eight-wcek hiatus. * 


As ‘Talent’ Standin 


“Cabin B-13,” dramatic series | 


tabbed for a CBS 


Summer replacement for “Club Ipreem July 5 as eight-week straw- 


15” will be a CBS-packaged musi- |hat replacement for Arthur God- 


cal variety show starring Jerry |frey’s “Talert Scouts.” 


Wayne and a femme chirper yet to 


be selected, with Alvy West’s orch. ;mystery story originally presented | *1. FM 


Series was developed from a 





Kimbrell intends to use the gadget | 


evi- | 


'Dr. K. 


‘Wretched Situation’ of FM's Kick 
Upstairs Next Target for Sen. Tobey 


Washington, May 25. 
Circumstances surrounding the 
FCC’s decision to shift FM upstairs 
after the war will be the next 
target of his investigations, acting 
Senate Commerce Committee 


|chairman Charles Tobey (R., N.H.) 


revealed Friday (21). The solon in- 


‘dicated he will call for testimony 


from Paul A. Porter, FCC chair- 


prewar years. Armstrong said of 
500,000 prewar FM sets on the 
market, not one was manufactured 
by RCA and during the war the 
‘company furnished no FM equip- 
|ment to the armed forces. Under 
'quizzing from Capehart he ad- 
'mitted it would have been difficult 
at the time for RCA to turn out 
sets without infringing on _ his 


man in 1945, then Commission Patents, although the company is 
chief engineer George Adair. Dr. "0W a substantial FM manufac- 
Kenneth Norton and “all other turer. He hinted the company may 
FCC employees involved in this ¢ven now be infringing his FM 
wretched situation.” No date was, Patents. 

set for-the new probe other than 2. DeMars pointed to “serious 


that it will take place “during this 
session.” 

Tobey made the announcement 
as he recessed what was to have 
been the final round of his one- 
man probe of RCA’s treatment of 
FM in the ’30’s and its current FM- 
tele licensing policies. Friday’s 
hearing followed the pattern of 
earlier sessions with Tobey damn- 


ing nad Sanatar 


‘ 
ing and Senator Homer Capehart 


(R., Ind.) defending RCA’s FM and 
video policies. 

Capehart insisted on hearing 
from FCC witnesses when Tobey 
charged that the radio agency had | 
“deliberately falsified” a report by | 
A. Norton purporting to| 
show intolerable interference to| 


low-band FM transmissions. Tobey | 


isaid he had evidence from an FCC | 


employee who admitted he altered | 
the report but “couldn’t remem- 
ber who told him to do it.” Asa 
result, Tobey added, the agency 
overrode the advice of 12 or 13 in- 
dustry experts and kicked FM up- 
stairs where it is subject to a new 
type of crippling interference. This 
led Capehart to remark that 
neither he nor any other commit- 


|tee members had evidence on this 


point and “these FCC people 
should be given an opportunity to 


|clear themselves.” 


These were the other develop- 
ments: 


inventor Edwin Arm- 


Title of the stanza hasn't been jon “Suspense.” Stanza will be di- | strong and Paul DeMars, consulting 


chosen. 


duce, with Oliver Daniel directing. 'by Harry Ackerman. 


Lester Gottlieb will pro-|rected by John Dietz and produced | engineer, lambasted RCA for try- 


ing to stop FM development in the 


interference” in high-band FM and 


cited two occasions in which he 
said NBC-RCA had blocked FM’s 
early progress. RCA engineers, 


meeting with him in Columbus, O., 
in 1937, had tried to “unsell me on 
FM.” Later in 1940, more pressure 
was used, DeMars said, and NBC 
staged a New York demonstration 
showing all sorts of noise on FM. 
The company, was merely using 
“defective equipment,” he asserted. 


NAB Launches $100,000 
* Campaign for Radio Sets 
In U. S. Zone in Germany 


Los Angeles, May 25. 
| The NAB is Jaunching a publie 
| campaign to raise $100,000 in order 
to provide radio sets for schools in 


|'the American occupation zone of 
| Germany. 

NAB prexy Justin Miller, in an- 
|/nouncing the campaign for funds, 
| pointed out to convention delegates 
that Russia and Great Britain con- 
fiscated receivers in their sectors 
and distributed them to schools, 
but the U. S. did not and the State 
Dept. lacks funds to provide them. 


Broadcasts from the American 
station in Berlin fail to reach Ger- 
man classrooms and the 100G fund 
will be raised to equip each with a 








“Voice of Democracy” radio set, 
Miller said. 
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nobody can buy the boys 





FULTON LEWIS, Jr.; For sale now, 
Mondays through Fridays at 7 PM 


mutual 











ROBERT S. ALLEN; For sale now, 
Sundays, 7:45 PM 


heard by the most people where the most people are 


but they’re for sale on WOR 


FOR FEARLESS NEWS broadcasting, take a look at the 
boys from Washington: Fulton Lewis, Jr. and Robert 


S. Allen. Nobody can muffle them. Their incisive 


WOR commentaries on Capitol doings make some 


men apoplectic — make 


their radios. 


millions of others rush to 


AN ADVERTISER can nab either of these famous 
men, to expose his sales message to the largest single- 


station audience in America. And the time js NOW. 
The Dewey-Stassen debate started things steaming; 
the Republican Convention is next. News-listening 


is reaching a high pitch. 


The advertiser who moves in with Lewis or 


Allen, gets a priceless “in” for his product, on a 


limited ad budget. Call 


for Sales. 


LOngacre 4-8000 and ask 


WOR 
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EET YOUR LUCKY PARTNERS 
ith Paul Brenner 
Producer: Ed Wolf 
Director: Jack Rubin 
30 Mins.; Thurs., 8 p.m. 
Sustaining 
Mutual, from New York 
The giveaway sweepstakes has 
another entry here which seéms to 


embody most, if not all, of the in- | 


gredients mecessary to success, SO 


long as the public continues gob- | 
bling up this sort of air fare. The | , 
latest gimmick—ringing in listen- turned in a case for some 400,000 


ers as contestants via long-distance 
phone—is fully utilized. (It’s too 
bad, though, that other listeners 
must depend on the emcee to learn 
what listener-contestants are say- 
ing. Can't they be plugged into 
the mike?) 

Format in this case teams a stu- 
dio contestant with a phone con- 
testant. They both answer each 
question and get duplicate prizes 


if they come up with the right an- | 
(If they don’t, they get | 
- prizes anyway.) If they are correct 


swers 


three times in a row, they’re eligi- 
ble for the “Big Pot.” To win it, 
they’ve got to identify a capsule 
drama depicting a “hidden moment 
in history.” Cast of the stanza is 
completed by an announcer and an 
organist. 

John Reed King, old hand at 
audience participationers, who has 
begun spreading his services 
around with the upsurge of the 
giveaway fever (he’s also ‘doing 
ABC’s new “Go for a House”’), was 
initially slated to quizmaster 
“Lucky Partners” but has been 
shifted to another upcoming Mu- 
tual loot-tossing session, “Talent 
Jackpot.” For the “Lucky Part- 
ners” preem last week (20), web 
tried out Paul Brenner, Newark 
disk jockey. A permanent con- 
ferencier is yet to be chosen. Net 
could do worse than choosing 
Brenner; he kept the getaway 
stanza moving fast. 

Since* the real “stars” of these 
giveaway orgies are the giveaways 
themselves, however, “Lucky Part- 
ners” suffers slightly frof com- 
paratively mediocre billings in the 
merchandise department. The 
stanza is competing with some 
whopping loads of loot on other 
airers and mouth-watering descrip- 
tions of the booty won't make up 
for the fact that it’s no small for- 
tune. (After all, nearly every 
jackpot on the air these days offers 
an Adirondack log cabin:) 

Doan. 


Harold Arlen’s CBS Show? 
Hollywood, May 25. 





| ARROWS IN THE DUST 

| With Gary Merrill, Ruth Swanson 
| Producer: Robert Heller 

Director: Robert Sutton 
|Writers:. Ralph Andrist, 
Backlund 

60 Mins., Sat (22), 8 p.m. 

| Sustaining 

CBS, from Minneapolis 
Applying itself to a redress of | 
lancient grievances, CBS’ documen- 


tary unit last Saturday night (22) 


Ralph 





American Indians that was quite; 
eloquent and persuasive. The pro- | 
gram may not have carried the 
dramatic force and compelling! 
sense of urgency of other works by | 
the unit but it must have reached | 
its primary objective, the awaken- 
ing of a social conscience. 

With a young Indian- who had 
just returned from the war as the | 
protagonist, “Arrows in the Dust” | 
revealed the fight for survival that 
the American Indian is going 
‘through. It told of the prejudices 
he encounters in trying to merge | 
himself into the white-working | 
community, America’s failure to 
|provide him with proper health 
‘service, job-training and educa- 
| tional facilities. As a sort of con- 
‘trapuital beat to this plaint of 
Americans treated as second-class 
citizens the documentary kept re- 
calling the promises which the 
| American people made through the 
imany years to Indian tribes but 
rarely kept. 


-in contrast with the hot anger 
which marked most of the peti- 
tion’s recital there were moments 
of subdued self-appraisal, with the 
| protagonist admitting that the In- 
|dians themselves were in no small 
way responsible for their plight. 
He recalled tribal refusal to depart 
from land gone barren and to 
abandon native modes of living. 
In a summing up that contained 
the best writing of the hour the 
documentary urged the white 
| American to drop his “strange no- 
tions” of Indians and pointed out 
how some of the wrongs could be 
corrected. It urged that first the 
Indians be helped to regain their 
health and then furnished with 
their rightful share of educational 
and employment means and that 
the Indians themselves cooperate 
by allowins the younger people to 
combine the best in tribal culture 
with the modern ways of the 











country. 

The narrative and the dialog 
much of the time sounded stilted, 
the scripter apparently yielding to 





Harold Arlen-CBS deal. which |2 ?°tion commonly inherited from 


was a hot a year ago, is cooking 


again. 


| primary-sechool days that the _In- 
'dian speaks in poetic prose. Gary 
| Merrill, as the young Navajo ex-GI, 


The songsmith and net officials | handled the narrative with con- 
are huddling on a format in which | ymmate command and effective- 


fz en would sing. 


ness, chalking up a performance 





























that rates him among the best in 
that field. Ruth Swanson got a lot 
of appeal in her role of the young 
Indian wife who was fearful about 
socializing with the white commu- 
nity. Colin MeFee’s score lent an 
air of authenticity to the dramatic 
developments and the background 
‘and Alfred Antonini, who had gone 
‘to Minneapolis for the event, did 
his usual polished job with the 
baton. Odec. 

| 


| P&G's Tide Blurb 


Cincinnati, May 25. 

Starting July 5, Procter & 
Gamble will blurb Tide for 52 
| weeks on WLW’s musical series 
featuring Ernie Lee, balladeer, 1 
to 1:15 p.m., Monday through Fri- 
day. Contract, closed last week, is 
through Benton & Boles. 























leap 
all over a 


14,000 square mile sales area? 
PHILADELPHIA'S PIONEER VOICE 


BASIC 


MUTUAL 


-olly by EDWARD PETRY & CO.” 





TOMORROW’S TOPS 
With Margo Whiteman, Jimmy 
Blaine, Glenn. Osser Orch 
Producer-writer: Madge Tucker 
Director: George Weist 
30 Mins., Mon., 9 p.m. 
Sustaining 
ABC, from New York 
ABC veepee Paul Whiteman has 
distributed his talents fairly equit- 
ably among the members of his 
family. Paul Whiteman, Jr. re- 
cently broke into bandleader ranks, 
and now daughter Margo is emcee- 
ing a network talent showcasing 


SALUTE TO CLASS OF 48 

With Trygve Lie, Dean C. Mildred 
Thompson, high school scholar- 
ship winners; Josef Stopak ABC 
concert orch; Ed Michael, an- 
nouncer 

Writer: fra Marion 

Producer-Director: William L. Mar- 
shall 

30 Mins.: Mon. (24), 10:30 p.m. 

Sustaining 

ABC, from N. Y., Boston, Chicago 
This was an unsensational but 

noteworthy contribution to radio’s 

public service, constituting as it 


just as her father is doing withegiq the first time a national web 


“On Stage America.” ‘In Miss 
Whiteman’s instance, the network 
airings are confined ‘to teen-agers 
only. According to preem indica- 
tions, it’s a good apes to watch for 
upcoming pojentials. 

Miss -Whiteman’s part of the 
layout is almost secondary. While 
she registers a pleasant personality 
and a fine speaking voice, she al- 
iows most of the spicling to be 
done, at least in the initial stages, 
by Jimmy Blaine who imparts the 
necessary ebullience and hopeful 
demeanor necessary for this type 
show. - 

Miss Whiteman for the preem 
stanza lined up a fine group of 
potentials from the ranks of pro- 
fessionals who need an added push 
to hit the bigtime. For example 
Gloria Benson’s rendition of “Filles 
de Cadiz” and the Paulette Sisters’ 
“What Can I Say” indicate they 
can become staple performers. 
Miss Whiteman stepped out of the 
teenster group with the selection 
of 10-year old Bobby White for 
some warbling of “Little Bit of 
Heaven.” He’ll grow up into a fine 
Irish tenor if his pipes don’t settle 
too deeply. Sour note was the 
puerile comedy of Ward and 
Mullin. 

In all, it’s a worthwhile effort, 
not only for the entertainment the 
session affords, but as a means of 
bringing tg attention some worth- 
while talent. Jose. 


BIG LEAGUE BALL ON KALL 
With Mal Wyman 
45 Mins.; Mon. thru Sat., 4:30 p.m. 
Participating 
KALL, Salt Lake City 
Here’s a neat package of sports 
stuff for afternoon listeners. Mal 
Wyman, who does the mike work 
on the local Pioneer League games, 
works from wire play-by-plays to 
‘bring recreated big league ball 
games to this town for the first 
time. 
Wyman handles his chore with 
bigtfme assurance and ease. He 
does a nice job of building up the 
feeling of an on-the-spot broad- 
cast, using a crowd noise disk as 
his only sound effect. Wyman isn’t 
a screamer, but he gets plenty of 
zip into the hot spots of the game, 
and is particularly good at timing 
his chatter to match the usual pace 
of a fast game. 
_ Description is usually picked up 
in the third or fourth inning, and 
from there in he gives every pitch, 
and also tosses in such imaginary 
color as descriptions of a batter 
beefing over a called strike. He 
gives the listener a clear idea of 
what’s going on, and sets up a 
session that’s as good as an actual 
eye witness account of a game. 
“Big League Ball” is sold to dif- 
ferent sponsors each day. The 
stanza caught (21) had Sears Roe- 
buck picking up the tab. Com- 
mercials were pleasantly short, and 
plugged a special Sears deal on 
Johnny Bulla golf balls. Wyman 
handles the commercials in a 
straightforward, easy-going man- 
ner and doesn’t beat his brains 
out trying for far-fetched leads 
from the ball game to the product. 
Berl. 





ag CONFERENCE 
Mins., Thurs., 8:30 p.m. 
Sustaining 
KJR, Seattle s 

This newsy, top sustainer for the 
local ABC station which features 
interviews with all types of celebri- 
ties at Press Club with varying 
panel of interrogators, has been 
getting duller and duller. Session 
with Ralph Robey, chief economist 
for the National Assn. of Manu- 
facturers, clearly reveals the rea- 
son for the dullness. Courtesy Ao 
the guest is carried much too far 
so that questions with even the 
slightest | tinge of controversy are 
apologetically put. Result is that 
guest makes a speech, carried 
along by leading questions, thus 
almost entirely losing appeal of 
give-and-take between experienced 
newsmen and celebrity on the pan. 

On this session questions were 
asked by two Univ. of Washington 
Professors, an advertising agent and 
an officer of the Press Club. Ad 
agent was the only one who delved 
into questions on prices and the 
OPA, giving a hint that with less 
catering ‘to the guest the session 
could*have been a rousing set-to 
on what happened to the NAM’s 
leveling off” of prices after the 
death of the OPA; on what the 
NAM planned to do to combat in- 
creasing inflation, etc. Reed, 








has presented a nationwide com- 
mencement program for the coun- 
try’s million high school graduates. 
It wes presented in cooperation 
with the Assn. for Education by 
Radio, with invites being broadcast 
to high schools suggesting they in- 
corporate the airer in their gradu- 
ation exercises. 

Program’s participants were well 
chosen. Dean Miidred Thompson, 
of Vassar College, and Secretary- 
Genera! Trygve Lie, of the United 
Nations, gave listening cap-and- 
gowners the counsel, respectively, 
of one of America’s most distin- 
guished women educators and one 
of the world’s foremost interra- 
tionalists. For youth’s own view- 
points on what the future hoids, 
the program switched to Chicago 
to pick up Patricia Pilliard, winner 
of a national scholarship. contest, 
and to Boston to bring in Maurice 
Burg, contest runnerup. Appro- 
priate selections by the ABC con- 
cert orch were interspersed be- 
tween the talks. 


Aside frdém its late-hour slotting, 
the stanza well met a need for such 
an annual “salute.” ~ Doan, 


Too PHF OOOEHEEEEOOS 1 o 
Follow-up Comment 


++.4+4- 








Don’t those comedians know 
they’re on the air when doing a 
benefit from Madison Square Gar- 
den? The lesser station mikes 
must stare them in the face just 
as if it were one of the major net- 
work pickups, but apparently. some 
libido asserts itself when they’re 
off-sponsorship, so to speak, be- 
cause those damns and hells sure 
come out. And they don’t need it to 
get laughs! It iy ert again 
last week from the Garden, by a 
top comedian...Fred Allen did a 
Jack Benny, running overtime with 
Bing Crosby as guest...Groucho 
Marx foiled for Charlie McCarthy 
in yeoman if not over effective 
manner, more the victim of format 
and material than anything else. 


7 





“My Favorite Story” the Fred 
Ziv _ transcribed show, preemed 
in New York via WJZ Sunday (23) 
with “The Mystery of Room 323,” 
which provides Janet Waldo with 
an opportunity for a virtuoso per- 
formance. Miss“ Waldo gave a 
high-keyed interpretation of a girl 
who’s ailing mother disappears out 
of a hotel room. 

The yarn is one of the classic 
short mystery stories which tells 
of the daughter returning to the 
hotel room to find her mother gone 
and the decor completely changed. 
She’s .told her mother never 
checked in and inquiries almost 
convince her that she’s out of her 
mind until a sympathetic consul 
attache helps her: solve the riddle. 


nigger giving a_ well-groomed 
ore and afterpiece to the yarn. 
Miss Waldo’s performance was top- 
notch and reminiscent of Agnes 
Moorehead’s enactment of “Sorry, 
Wrorg Number.” Musical back- 
ing by Claude Sweeten band aided 
the mood of the tale. 





Ronald Colman is the con-|, 


3-Way Radio-TV Research 


Albert E. Sindlinger, formgr 
Gallup research exec who has been 
running a pilot test of a radar 
radio-listening measurement sys- 
tem in Philadelphia for the past 
six months, has decided on a three. 
pronged plunge into the radio re. 
search field. Two new compani 
Sindlinger & Co., Inc., and Elec. 
tronic Radox Corp., have been 
formed to promote the ventures 
he announced. : 

After operations involving tech. 
niques which he has labelled 
“radox,” “teldox” and “recordox” 
have been established in Philadel- 
phia, the company in his name ex- 
pects to set up units in New York. 
Chicago, Los Angeles, Detroit and 
other cities. 

First commercial unit of the 
radar measuring system, called 
radox for “Radio Audience De- 
terminator of ‘X’” (X being the 
“factor of public acceptance”), will 
be set up in Philly next month, 
Sindiinger reported. By the year’s 
end, 500 Philly homes are to be 
equipped with miniature sending 
sets which will monitor home lis- 
tening. Sets will be beamed to s 
monitor-recording unit on the 35th 
floor of the Lewis Towers build- 
ings in Philly. 

Teldox, “the: Enjoyment Level 
Determiaator of ‘X’,” will be em- 
ployed to pre-test radio and tele- 
vision shows. Sindlinger didn’t 
elaborate on the system evolved. 
Presumably it will be a variation 
of the Schwerin and _ Stanton- 
Lazarsfeld techniques. 

Recordox, “Record of ‘X’,” is a 
system of interviewing discarding 
written ballots in favor of reporter- 
recorded interviews. Clients, says 
Sindlinger, will be supplied with 
record albums of “carefully se- 
lected verbatim interviews which 
make the familiar, hard-to-interpret 
research reports unnecessary.” 

Sindlinger has been operating 
out of Hopewell, N. J., but will 
move into Philly with the start of 
his new operations. Work of his 
“New Entertainment Workshop” 
near Hopewell will be continued, 
however, under the direction of 
Walter F. Sindlinger. 


Philco Pays Off 


Philco Corp. last week declared 
a regular quarterly dividend of 50c 
per share on common stock pay- 
able June 12. It’s the same amount 
paid on March 12 dividend. 

Board also declared a 9334c per 
share regular quarterly dividend 
on preferred stock, 334% Series A, 
payable July 1. 





He's also On A.M. 


WICC—BRIDGEPORT 
600 Ke. on Your Dial 


4:15 P. M., EDT, Saturdays 





Sindlinger Teeing Off 
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Inside Stuff—Radio = 


~ 
have been filed with the New York City civil service 

Several Pro"applicants who took a written exam recently for 10 
0 gs on the announcer staff of WNYC, city-owned indie. They 
PA e that a dozen situation problems incorporated in the quiz (such 

how an announcer should “chide” himself for a fluff) are questions 
ot judgment and they disagree emphatieally with the choice of solu- 
tions rated as correct. One of the protesting applicants reports he 
received a reply from the commission stating the challenged questions 
would be reviewed. In the meantime, however, the applicants feel the 
damage to their chances of landing WNYC jobs is done. ; 

Exam is the first in 10 years, vacancies at the station having been 
filled by “provisionals,” who also were required to take the tests. 
not true, however, as recently reported, that none of the 203 who took 
the exam passed. A certain percentage of them will be qualified, fol- 
lowing auditions yet to be held, and WNYC director Seymour Siegel 
will recommend permanent announcers from the resulting list of quali- 


fied applicants. 


It’s | 





Drinks on the House 


Hollywood, May 25. 

Broadcasters revealed a 
‘not-for-the-public-but-how-we- 
love-it” attitude at the NAB 
convention banquet Tuesday 
(18) when they clamored for 
the Andrews Sisters to sing 
“Rum and Coca-Cola.” 

Tune has been banned from 
all airwaves since it first be- 
came popular. 


CBS Erases ‘$ Discounts’ 
In Rate Cards for Four 


Of Seven Owned Stations 














Elaine Carrington has a unique parlay in the new Hooperatings. 
The scripter’s three serials, “Rosemary,” “When a Girl Marries” and 
“pepper Young’s Family,” are among the first 10 daytime shows. As 
far as known, it’s the first time any writer has had such a position. 

“Rosemary,” on CBS at 11:45 a.m. for Procter & Gamble, is in third 
place in the ratings. “When a Girl Marries,” on NBC at 5 p.m. for 
General Foods, is fifth. 
for P&G, is 10th. 

In addition, Miss Carrington has just been notified that for the 


second consecutive year “Pepper” will receive an award from the | 


United Council of Church Women as the show that has “done most for 
family life in America.” 





Inside tip is that radio dealers are hearing words of wisdom from | 


RCA salesmen to unload their expensive AM-FM consoles now and 
to concentrate on the RCA package deal consoles which include AM- 
FM and tele. Advice is alarming the dealers and also irking them on 
another count. Markup on the AM-FM units runs as high as 38 or 40%, 
while the average markup on RCA tele sets has been 22-25%. Seems 
the RCA men claimed they lost money on the first-run video sets, but 
now the dealers are burned because RCA common stock on the Big 
Board is topping 13 and the company credits the bonanza to tele sales. 

The RCA strategy isn’t sitting well with the FM’ers either. They 
point out that the pressure to concentrate on cheaper table model FM 
units will mean inferior FM reception, which will further hurt their 
biz. Latest Radio Manufacturers Assn. figures showing a record pro- 
duction of 11,500 tele sets a week in April to bring total postwar out- 
put past the 350,000 mark may heighten the FM’ers’ gloom. For FM- 
AM units turned out last month slumped to 90,635. 





Recent exit of a radio exec from an ad agency stems from an 
inadvertent quotation which a mike name tossed off during a con- 
versation with his sponsor.” The talent in justifying an increase in | 
salary remarked that even the people in the agency agreed with him | 
on that score, and he went on to mention one of the latter’s execu- | 
tives. The client passed on the gist of the colloquy to the executive | 
on the account and the upshot was the request for the radio man’s | 
resignation. 








Flack George B. Evans contrived a novel expivitation stunt to puff | 
Alan Courtney’s forthcoming disk jockey stint for WGBB, Freeport, 
L. I. “Frozen” records and teaspoons to eat ’em were distributed to 
the trade last week by way of announcing that Courtney’s “Radio 
Restaurette” opens Friday (28). He’ll pilot the platters Monday 
through Friday noon to 1 p.m. and 5 to 6 p.m. 





Tommy Harmon, former all-American last season member of the Los | 
Angeles professional team, would like a year-round job broadcasting 
football, baseball and basketball. So he told Roy Shudt in a Coast 


interview transcribed for Shudt’s sports program, via WROW, Albany. 
Harmon said that if he obtained a job airing midwest college games 
next fall, he wouldn’t play pro football. He added that he could live 


happily “anywhere,” but that hi 
ree nr s wife, Elyse Knox, screen —— pre- 








selling to the majors for use the- 
atrically. 

In addition to CBS, the “Tele- 
news Daily” reel is now run on the 
Don Lee station on the Coast, 
WBKB (Chicago) and WBEN-TV 





Telenews 


Continued from page 27 


charts and diagrams, use it to 
build man-in-the-street programs, 


And “Pepper Young,” on NBC at 3:30 p.m., | 


CBS has knocked out “dollar 
volume discounts” in new rate 
cards, effective June 1, for four of 
the seven Columbia-owned §sta- 
tions. Outlets involved are WCBS, 
N. Y.: WTOP, Washington; WEEI, 
| Boston, and WCCO, Minneapolis. 
Base rates on Class A evening 
| hours aren’t changed, but “‘adjust- 
ments” have been made “to re- 
flect more realistically the poten- 
tial circulation available’ in cer- 
tain other periods. Effect will be 
to raise some rates and lower 
others. 

Web exec said the dollar volume 
discount never had been a satis- | 
factory device and claimied its dis- | 
continuance would have little ef- | 
fect numerically on advertisers. | 
New card reduces the discount | 
structure to a two-way affair, based | 
on days per week and consecutive 
weeks. Rate changes are not uni- 
form, being altered differently in 
each station’s case. 


‘NEW FACES’ IN DRESS 
REHEARSAL FOR TRADE 


More than two weeks in advance 
of its NBC preem as summer 
standin for Burns and Allen, legit 


producer Leonard Sillman’s “New 
Faces” will stage a dress rehearsal 
for the trade press. The innova- 
tion is Benton & Bowles veepee 
Walter Craig’s idea, aimed at giv- 
ing the critics a crack at evaluating 
the Maxwell House replacement 
before it hits the kilocycles. 

Stanza also will have a studio 
audience (as it will when it takes 
to the air) at the “dry run,” 
slated next Tuesday (1) at 8:30 
p.m. in NBC’s Radio City studio 
6-B. Sillman will emcee the show, 
built around original revue 
sketches. “New Faces” is skedded 
to fill in for B&A from June 17 to 
Sept. 23. 


— 


City of Brotherly 


Continued from page 27 jee 

















ed the supplement section, which 
was left largely to the direct ad- 
vertising of the trade. 

The public was requested to tune 
in on Channel 10 if they had sets, 


Feared as FCC 


Washington, May 25. 
The Federal Communications 
Commission has before it a staff 
recommendation to permit immedi- 
ate commercialization of facsimile 
broadcasting, including both sim- 
plex and multiplex operation. This 





would enable faxcasters to turn off 
ltheir FM sound transmitters to 
simplex a radio newspaper or to 
multiplex fax while FM sound pro- 
'grams are on the air. 
mission is skedded to act on the 
staff recommendations within the 
next few weeks. 

Tentative recommendation calls 
ifor three hours a day of commer- 
| cial simplex and one hour daily on 
multiplex operation up to midnight. 
| Faxcasters would have a free hand 
on doing either after 12 midnight. 
| Same proposal also would give an 
| FCC greenlight to use of either the 
|4.1 inch or larger 8.2 fax scanners. 
| Majority of the dozen or so active 


The Com-} 


Effect of Commercial-Fax on FM 


Mulls Bid for Okay 


;mitters and multiplex cuts fidelity 
‘of the sound airers down to 10,000 
'eveles. Full fidelity FM broadcast- 
ling uses 15,000 cycles. 


Blow to FMA 


Decision, in any event, will come 
,as a blow to the FM Assn., which 
| appeared at the FCC’s fax hearings 
‘this spring to oppose use of any 
'FM channels for fax transmissions. 
'FCC asst. general counsel Harry 
Plotkin was upset at the time be- 
cause the FM’ers presented no evi- 
dence on what commercial fax 
would do to the revenue-poor FM 
sound operators, beyond submis- 
sion of the FMA resolution. Over 
60% of the FM’ers are newspaper 
publishers which leads to specula- 
tion that they might concentrate 
on development of fax to supple- 
ment their news operation at the 


| expense of aural FM programming. 
| If FCC goes along with the staff 
| proposals, fax standards will rep- 
lresent a compromise on conflicting 


itestimony from the industry this 
spring. John V. L. Hogan, prez 





|fax operators on the air would | of Faximile, Inc., Phitly Inquirer’s 


probably use the superior four- 
column or 8.2 inch fax printers. 
Big question is what effect com- 


mercial fax will have on FM sound 
broadcasting, since simplex opera- 


tion means silencing of FM trans- 


| WFIL and the Miami Herald fax- 
iers, took the view that multiplex- 
|ing is premature, while the Phila- 
'delphia Bulletin and some of the 
|fax manufacturers plugged for im- 
| mediate multiplex operation. 
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to background public events or for 
any purpose it desires. Footage 
is to comprise all Telenews mate- 
rial, both domestic and foreign. 
Telenews has a tiein with Interna- 
tional N-ws Service for this uncut 
version, as well as its cut daily 
reel and its weekly reel. 

-In addition to the material it 
Teceives from INS, the outfit also 
signed a contract recently with 
Palestine Films, a local newsreel 


(Buffalo) and is slated for WBZ- 
TV (Boston), when that station 
takes the air. Weekly reel is spon- 
sored by Chevrolet over WABD 
(N. Y.), WTTG (Washington), 
WFIL-TV (Philadelphia), WBKB, 
WWJ-TV (Detroit), KSD-TV (St. 
Louis), KTLA (Los Angeles), and 
by other sponsors on WTMJ-TV 
(Milwaukee) and WLWT (Cincin- 
nati) and has also been sold to 
WBZ-TV. 








outfit in Israel, from which it re- 
ceives exclusive’ coverage of the 
Arab-Jewish conflict. Telenews 
Scored a beat on the major reels 
bw the first footage on the estab- 
; hment of the Jewish state, which 
t used first in its TV reels before 
V—___— 


Keesely-in Jaffe Bowout 

Nick Keesely, who left Mutual’s 
sales staff and a tieup with “Ameri- 
can Forum of the Air” several 











months ago to become radio direc- 
tor of Sam Jaffe’s talent outfit on 


the Coast, is back in New York, 
with indefinite plans. He says he 
did not want to give up 20 years’ 
experience on the N. Y. radio scene 
(with Ayer agency, CBS and Mu- 
tual) unless he could get a long- 
term deal with Jaffe, and this failed 
to pan out. 

Keesely added that he may take 
a couple of months’ vacation be- 
fore deciding on anything. 





Pittsburgh — Harold Goldstein, 
who was with WCAE’s continuity 
department for years, has been 
named head of publicity for indie 
station WWSW. He replaces Jimie 
Spanos, who resigned a month ago 
to take over press relations for 
WIND in Chicago. Ruth Sprenkel, 
on WWSW sales staff for years, re- 


“HIRES TO YA’” 


FOR THIRD YEAR 
ON CBS 





signed to go with WEOL, new sta- 
tion in Elyria, O. 








and if they hadn’t they were wel- 
come at WCAU’s auditorium, where 
they could see everything over a 
nine-by-seven foot Telescreen. In 
addition to the special Sunday 
section, there were thousands of 
streetcar cards, table tents and 
window posters, as well as film 
trailers and radio plugs. The initial 
day’s broadcast ran 11 hours and 
public interest (as evinced by vis- 
itors to the station) was constant. 

Special tieups were arranged 
with the Retail Electric Merchants 
Assn. and the Philadelphia Retai: 
Liquor Dealers Assn. The mer- 
chants volunteered to have most of 
their 1,500 member stores stay 
open Sunday. 

Main events on the opening day 
program besides the ballgame, were 
the Horn and Hardart “Children’s 
Hour,” conducted by Stan Lee 
Broza; and the WCAU-Univ. of 
Pennsylvania Forum, on “Should 
Communism Be Outlawed,” with 
Arthur Garfield Hayes, Rep. 
Charles J. Kersten (R., Wis.) and 
Dwight Cooke, of CBS, as mod- 
erator. 


Joscelyn to KNX Post 


Hollywood, May 25. 

Austin E. Joscelyn has been 
named to a newly created post of 
director of operations of KNX, 
Columbia-owned outlet here. 

Joscelyn formerly was manager 
of WBT, CBS affiliate in Charlotte, 
N. C., and WCCO, Columbia-owned 
station in Minneapolis. New KNX 
position was set up as a result of 





* SERVICE TO THE PEOPLE 


Tn recent weeks, Westinghouse stations have 
won fifteen commendations for excellence and 
effectiveness in the three major facets of broad- 
casting. . programs, promotion, and service in 





increased activities in CBS’ west- 
ern division. 


the public interest. 


The decisions of the Award Judges, we might 


add, reflect the opinion of the listening audi- 


ences in the six great market-areas which these 


stations serve: Philadelphia, Pittsburgh, Boston, 
Fort Wayne, Portland (Oregon) and Springfield 


(Massachusetts ). 


For advertisers who want good programs in 


these markets. . 


and receptive audiences . 


effectively promoted to large 


. Westinghouse stations 


ca do an outstanding job. Our national repre- 


sentatives have the details. 


Westinghouse Radio Stations Inc (@ 


KDKA + KYW + KEX - 


National Representatives, NBC Spot Sales « 


WBZ - WBZA - WOWO 
Except for KEX © For KEX, Free & Peters 
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VARIETY 





NAB 


the appointment of a committee 
was authorized to evolve tech- 
niques and approve methods of 
observance. 

Code compliance won't be lim- 
ited to station operators alone. For 
it will encompass an all-embracing 
educational campaign extending to 
all facets of the industry, particu- 
larly among advertisers and ad- 
vertising agencies. On the premise 
that “it’s not only a case of how 
long it takes to say it but how you 
gay it,” next step on the Miller- 
NAB agenda is to initiate a cam- 
paign to “clean up” commercials, 
particularly in relation to quality 
of content and good taste. Thus 
the slogan will be “selling an ed- 
ucation” as ali groups are brought 
together at successive district NAB 
meetings to discuss observance. At 
the same time the NAB will insti- 


tute a pubilc relations job designed. 


to let the people of America know 
that the radis industry is prepared 
to clean its own house rather than 
leave itself open to governmental 
regulation. 

The Code was adopted by the 
incoming NAB board with but 
one dissenting vote among its 
membership and represents the 
first real concerted move on the 
part of the industry to get radio 
“off the spot” by establishing ehti- 
cal tenets for broadeasting in all 
categories of programming and 
specific limitations on length of 
commercials, thus concluding an 
18-month series of conferences. 

The Code becomes effective July 
1, °*48, subject to existing con- 
tracts of individual broadcasters 
with the advertisers, particularly 
on commercial time limitations. 

The Code doesn’t bind any sta- 
tion operator; nothing in the re- 
strictive measures is compulsory. 
But out of the highly-controver- 
sial and long-debated docunient is 
exepcted to emerge a pattern of 
broadcasting standards which, it’s 
hoped, will be fellowed by the 
men who run the nation’s radio 
stations. 

Lone’ dissenter at the NAB 
board meeting was Ed Breen, of 
Fort Dodge, Ia. newly-elected. 
board member, who was shouted 
down by the association member- 
ship at the convention’s opening- 
day session when he sought to 
hold up further action on the 
Code on the basis that it would 
stifle small stations. 


Even Breen Weakens 
However, it was indicated at the 
board meeting that even Breen’s 
opposition was we ing in the 
wake of the overwhelming desire 
of the broadcasters to adopt the 
e. Breen was committed to 


Continued from page 21 







Code 








present some 300 signatures of 
small stations operators who peti- 
tioned for a change in the bylaws 
to strip the board of vested pow- 
ers, but it was merely a gesture. 
In addition to Miller’s untiring 


efforts to effect a Code suitable to 
all segments of the industry, there 
was equal cognizance of the be- 
hind-the-scenes role played by 
NBC prexy Niles Trammell during 
the past year. Trammell was pre- 
pared to persuade the NBC af- 
filiates to adopt their own Stand- 
ards of Practice in the event the 
industry withheld adoption of the 
Code. It was recalled, too, the 
role played two years ago in 
Chicago by CBS board chairman 
William S. Paley, for it was Paley’s 
“Primer for Broadcasting” pro- 
jected at the 1946 meet that 
more or less served as a spring- 
board in starting the Code ball 
rolling. 




















Listerine 


Continued from page 21 


ing last Wednesday (19) and laid 
his plan before prexy Justin Miller 
and the directorate. It was all on 
a harmonious basis, which was sig- 
nificant in itself, for it demon- 
strated that the various industry 
segments are perhaps more closely 
tied together, with a minimum of 
bickering, than has -prevailed in 
some years. 

While Cott was unable to gain 
additional indie representation on 
the. board, Miller nonetheless au- 
thorized appointment of a com- 
mittee from indie stations which 
will act as a liaison between the 
stations and the NAB board. Cott 
settled for that, for it’s agreed that 
it represents a forward step in 
knitting the various factions. 


Since the projection of the 
Code more than a year ago, Cott 
has played a dominant role in 
bringing about an “indie con- 
sciousness” among the NAB mem- 
bership and directorate. His “Dec- 
laration of the Independents” pro- 
jected at last fall’s Atlantic City 
convention started the ball rolling 
toward the revised Code which 
would satisfy the various elements 
within the broadcasting industry. 


Ackerman | 


stood to have wanted to retain the 
CBS job, but was given the choice 
of quitting or abandoning his legit 






















UNITED REXALL DRUG CO. 
’ Wednesday, NBC, 16:30 P.M., E.D.8.T. 
-G-M— e Island Yeu” 
“THIS TIME FOR KEEPS” 
. Mgt.: LOU CLAYTON 


plans. 
Peter Prouse, executive assistant 
to Martin, has been shifted to the 
producer staff on the Coast and his 
first assignment may be the series 
of eight symphony concerts which 
CBS will air this summer from the 
Hollywood Bowl. However, that 
and other producer assignments. 
there will be up to Ackerman. 
Before joining CBS last January, 
Ackerman was yv.p. in charge of 
radio program operations for 
Young & Rubicam. During his 11 
years with the agency he at various 
times produced most of its major 
programs, both on the Coast and 





in New York. 
































“We've got an easy game today, but Ill take 
another bowlful, just in case!”’ 


_|the little lady a break. 


St. Loc Muny Opera In 
CBS Musicomedy Series 


Half-hour musicomedy session 
featuring St. Louis Municipal 
Opera talent is being shaped up 
by CBS for the 7 p.m. Saturday 
spot being exited after this week 
by “Mr. Ace & Jane.” (Latter show 
moves June 4 to 8 p.m. Friday 
under General Foods bankrolling.) 

St. Louis origination, via Colum- 
bia-owned KMOX, will bill the 
28-piece Municipal Opera orch con- 
ducted by Edwin MacArthur, a 16- 














ters 


Continued from page 22? gees 
Lorenzen & Thompson expanded by the addition of KSTL, KTLN 
KPAC, KOAT, KGAK and KTRC....Bob Anderson, formerly of 7 
Walter Thompson, replaces Olive McCann as research chief of ABC's 


central division. Latter taking a Coast ‘assignment....Electric Agg'p 
has set the first National Television and Electrical Living Show for the 
Chi Coliseum Sept. 18-26....Kay Cardiff has left Columbia Reco 

for a post with Feature productions....Don Brinkley shifting from 
WGN’s writing staff to script-edit for Television Advertising. 


Bud Houghton, former producer at KMOX, has joined WBBM’s pro. 











voice chorus, and soloists of the | 
opera company. Several of the se- 
quences will spotlight tunes from | 


current Broadway revues. 


Mass. Stations Divvy Up 
14 Peabody Citations; 
Five Go to WBZ (NBC) 


Boston, May 25. 
Second annual Peabody Awards 
for Massachusetts were passed out 


2S Slat 


this week with WBZ (NBC) getting 
five out of a possible 14. Awards 
made by Mrs. Dorothy Krauss of 
the publicity firm of Dorothy 
Krauss and Minerva Perry, and 
chairman of the Mass. Peabody 
committee,-and countersigned by 
Edward Weeks of the national 
George Foster Peabody committee. 
For second consecutive year 
WBZ got the citation for the out- 
standing musical entertainment 
with his Boston Pops conductor 
Arthur Fiedler’s “Sunday at 4:30,” 
bankrolled by the First National 
Bank and produced by John Wright 
for BBD&O. WBZ also copped a 
citation for “Concert Centennial,” 
a half-hour program of semi- 
classics with music by Avner Rakov 
and talk by David McCord. 


Other WBZ citations were for 
John Barry's “Frontline Headlines” 
for Shawmut bank, “News in 
Review,” an in-school airing, and 
Alton Hall Blackington’s “Yankee 
Yarns” for First National Stores. 


WNAC’s citation was for its 
“Yankee Network Institute.” Other 
citations went to WHDH for its 
“Sunday Children’s Hour’; WEEI 
for “Let’s Pretend’; WEEI for 
Lowell Thomas; WCOP for “Great- 
est Story Ever Told”; WLAW, 
Lawrence, for the .same: WSPR, 
Springfield, for “It Happened in 
Springfield”; WLAW for “Round 
the Town”; WHDH for “This Is 
Your Business” and WBMS, Hub 
indie airing classical music only, 
for its musical programming. 


Not explained how net shows 
figure in local awards, which were 
given at a dinner bankrolled by the 
stations. 











FCC Gets Glamor 


Continued from page 23 —! 


nearest she has come to radio is 
listening to it. e 

A Commerce committee spokes- 
man, who refused to be quoted, 
said the big fight may come on her 
qualifications for the job, inasmuch 
as Fanny Litvin, well-known FCC 
attorney, was considered and by- 
passed by the White House in favor 
of male appointments on two ear- 
lier occasions. The solons may de- 
cide the nomination is pure politics 
in view of the Ed Flynn backing 
and can be expected to demand full 
info on Miss Hennock’s familiarity 
with the-communieations field. Ob- 
servers believe it is still touch-and- 
go whether the GOP senate will 
bury the nomination or live up to 
its tradition of chivalry and give 


She is a native of Poland. Her 
father, Boris Hennock, a banker, 


twe brothers to America when she 
was six. Both parents are now 
dead, but Miss Hennock still lives 
in the family’s Park ave. home 
into which they moved 18 years 
ago. 

She was graduated from Brook- 
lyn Law School in 1926 and hung 
out her shingle the next day with 
a capital of $56 to start on. Gov- 
ernor Dewey appointed her assist- 
ant counsel on the New York mort- 
gage commission; she has just fin- 


mittee of the National Health Con- 
ference. 





Seattle—Don Solbeck, formerly 
with KJR, is now in the continuity 
department at KIRO. Rod Klise, 
freelancer, has gone to Spokane 





duction staff....WFMF, the FM sidearm of WJJD, is airing after-dark 
games of the Chi White Sox....Don Saraceno has left WLS sales 
service to take over as spot sales service chief of WENR. Geerge 
L. De Beer, formerly of Bauer & Black, now account exec for Foote 
Cone & Belding on Toni Creme Shampoo....Al Jolson in town for his 
NBC airer from here tomorrow night (27). 


IN HOLLYWOOD... 


Rayve is giving Sheilah Graham her first vacation in nearly three 
years. Shampoo is now Lever product....Clay Osborne pulled out ag 
manager of KOWL, Santa Monica, and Arthur Groghan, co-owner with 
Gene Autry, will carry on... . Victor Rodman, vet radio actor, hospital. 
ized with paralysis following auto accident....Charles Luckman, Lever 
Bros. prexy, resting up on his ranch near San Diego... .Heavy huddleg 
going on between A. N. Halverstadt, ad chief for Procter & Gamble 
and Gil Ralston, head of nighttime radio for the Cincinnati sudsmakers 
....Jaek MecCoy’s “Shooting Gallery” has been optioned by Foote, Cone 
& Belding....Rudy Vallee, elected president of 20 Year club of radio 
pioneers, called meeting to discuss affiliation with Ed Kobak’s eastern 
aggregation of oldtimers. 


IN WASHINGTON ... 


Former NBC commentator Gordon Hittenmark preemed a freelance 

platter series Monday (24) “Wings Over Washington,” featuring inter- 
views with celebrities at the Washington national airport Stanza is 
handled by Leon Raesly Organization and will be aired locally over 
WQQW, 3-4 p.m., Mondays....Joseph Kittner, with FCC since 1941, 
moved up to assistant to FCC general counsel Benedict Cottone, re- 
placing Dave Adams, resigned. ...Max Goldman named temporary FCC 
ass’t general counsel in charge of litigation while Harry Plotkin handles 
broadcast matters in FCC’s law department until Sept. 1. 
CBS newsman Gunner Back signed to write and narrate WTOP’s 
daily “City Desk” airer, 6:40-45 p.m., with Henry Mustin, former “City 
Desk” reporter moved in as night editor for CBS news in Washington 
....George Campbell, formerly of WBUZ, new summer replacement 
announcer at WOL ...Mark Austad, WWDC announcer, moving to 
WTOP-CBS to emcee “Housewives Protective League” series under 
monicker of Mark Evans....WTOP sales manager Robert McGredy 
announcing a new daughter, Caroline Haines....Morning man Mike 
Hunnicutt and Gordon Shaw alternating as emcees of WOL’s revamped 
“Brunch Club” series from the S. & W. Cafeteria during the 9:30-11 
a.m. period....Ted Koop, director of CBS news in Washington, to 
speak on radio news before Washington Kiwanis club tomorrow (27)... . 
WTOP disk jock Eddie Gallaher’s “Record of the Week” being plugged 
on 2,000 D.C. juke boxes during the next two months. 











and indie WIBK, which has a “It 
Pays to Say Hello” contest.) 
Knoxville News - Sentinel, 
q : Scripps - Howard paper affiliated 
tion engages in business in the | with WNOX, front paged Adcock’s 
state without being qualified. court action, reporting that the 


Showdown Fight 


Continued from page 23 





S. E. Adcock, WROL’s owner,| City Report, which would have 








brought her, her five sisters and |’ 


ished a term on the executive com- 


said the station’s contract had been 
cancelled and its subscription fee 
returned by Hooper because the 
station is offering cash prizes in a 
contest for which listeners qualify 
by answering their phones, “I’m 
listening to WROL.” Adcock ex- 
plained that this key phrase was 
used during three weeks in March, 
but has since been changed to ad- 
vertising slogans such as “Drink 
Dr. Pepper” and “Eat Swan’s 
Bread.” 
Claim Hooper ‘Pressured’ 

WROL’s_ injunction petition 
charged that Hooper had been 
“pressured” by other Knoxville 
stations te drop the NBC affiliate 
from the City Report. Adcock said 
he would not oppose the release of 
the report provided it specifically 
stated that the survey was partial 
and incomplete. 


The WROL action claims loss of 
its Hooperatings may hurt the sta- 
tion’s business, asks damages and a 
continuation of Hooper reports on 
all stations. Termination of the 
contract was unwarranted and dis- 
criminatory, says WROL, because 
two other stations have similar 
programs which offer cash prizes. 
(Although not named, the stations 
are presumed to be WBIR, ABC 
outlet, which has “Just Say Hello” 
and “Dialing for Dollars” contests, 





























as sports announcer on KHQ. 


the 
ANDREWS SISTERS 
Sung and Nanale 
“LITTLE TOOT 


been distributed except for the in- 
junction, shows WNOX to have “a 
commanding lead in the listening 
audience.” 









Continued from page 23 


timer, figures on living full-time 
at his place in Vermont, instead 
of week-ending from New York. 
He'll finish a novel he’s been 
working on intermittently, and 
then plans to resume freelance 
radio scripting, which he gave up 
several years ago to join the 
agency. 

None of the three vacancies is 
to be immediately filled, an agency 
spokesman said, pointing out that 
most of R&R’s shows will soon 
be off the air for the summer. 
Expectation is that the agency’s 
board will fill the two v.p. slots 


sometime during the hiatus season. 
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ASK TRIAL LAYOFF OF PLUG LISTS 





Oherstein Quits RCA, Has Wall St. Coin 
Behind New English Recording Co. 





MPCE WO0S PUBS 
TO NIP PEATMIAN 





Eli Oberstein quit Monday (24)? 


tor of RCA-Victor’s artists 
0 repertoire division, effective 
June 1. His move was not unex- 
ted despite a recent denial he 
would leave Victor. It had been 
known in the trade for months 
that he was preparing to exit. 
Victor is not yet certain who 
will take his place. Steve Sholes, 
head of the label’s hillbilly and 
race series, and Walt Heebner, 
Hol rep, are possibilities 
from within the company. 
Oberstein for some time has 
been busy setting up, with promi- 
nent Wall Street backing (plus 
the interest of several men within 
the theatrical industry), a firm 
called Atlantic Sound, Inc. This 
outfit, according to Oberstein, will 
for the time being go into an un- 
usual activity. It will supply mu- 
sical backgrounds, on order, for 
U. S. recording companies pre- 
vented from cutting by the Amer- 
fean Federation of Musicians disk- 
ing ban. These backgrounds will 
be made in England, Oberstein 
reveals, and they will be tailored 
from arrangements designed to fit 
the singers selected by the record- 
ing outfits ordering them. Prices 
will be based on U. S. recording 
scales, which are higher than Eng- 
lish rates. 
That Oberstein eventually in- 
tends going back into the disk 
business himself, however, is indi- 
cated in a deal he has made with 
Sonora Records. His Victor resig- 
nation, incidentally, awaited word 
that the disk ban would soon be 
lifted; since there is no assurance 
of that, he apparently is going 
ahead anyway with his recording 
fano. There are those who be- 
eve that Oberstein purchased 
Sonora, lock, stock and barrel, but 
this he denies. He states that his 
deal with Sonora calls for the lat- 
ter’s Meriden, Conn., plant to allot 
& portion of its production to his 
recordings. This plant now has 


Nature Boy’ Suit 
Filed in N.Y. 


: A, Edward Masters, attorney for 
s p Semmes, hen suit in N. Y. 
u week against 
various parties involved in the 
oo of the song, “Nature 
yf Suit charges that the tune 
rd an infringement of “Schweig 
ein Hartz” (“Be Calm My 
Heart”), written by Yiddish thea- 
actor Herman Yablokoff and 
used in the operetta “Papirossen.” 
Suit names Eden Ahbez, Crest- 
oo Music (owned by Carlos Gas- 
a manager of King Cole, whose 
sag recording launched the 
= ), Burke-Van Heusen and 
orris Music, latter the song’s 
agent on a deal with B-VH. 
Pi rs asks that Ahbez and the 
a 8 publishers turn over to his 
Pe nt all earnings from “Boy,” plus 
the copyright itself. It’s perhaps 
Fin time in music biz history 
i an infringement suit asked for 
© of the income from an al- 
infringement. 


THORNHILL HIRES P.A. 
TO KEEP NAME ALIVE 


nig aude Thornhill, who breaks up 
taki d June 7 preparatory to 
= ng a three-month rest, 
i & unique move. Currently 
hi out a press agent, he has 
te Curt Weinberg to begin pro- 
ting his name as of June 1 to 
P the tag as alive as possible 
ring his layoff. 
reo bornhill intends composing and 
reat ene his library during his 
aaa He goes to Hawaii, June 28, 
wl Spend his entire layoff 








has 


a 


Fabian Storey band Fri 
(28) at the Floridian hotel, mm 4 
for an in » te — . hotel, Tampa, 





Music Publishers Contact Em- 
ployees union is hoping that major 
music publishers will agree with 
its contention that the music in- 
dustry would be better off without 
“sheets” which count and measure 
radio performances of pop songs. 
Union's idea is to institute a six- 
month or full-year trial period of 
exploiting tunes without adhering 
to the measuring sheet compiled by 
Dr. John Peatman, or any other, 
and to induce trade papers to drop 
the weekly publication of such 
compilations. 


TV Theme Song 


It had to happen. Tele- 
vision now has a theme song. 
Tune is tagged “I Tell-a-. 
Vision.” 

Published by Paul Specht, 
song’s words and music are by 
Paul Rebere. 


ith RCA { 
Wi V e 
= 
IC Or; Members of the MPCE council 
met last week, for example, with 


o | 
|Herman Starr, head of the Warner 
i @s a}. reac | Bros. musie firms, to discuss the 
| Situation. Lester Santly, president 
r : |of the Music Publishers Protective 
no eisdy mg peat ger I gy 'Assn., was also present. Starr told 
record if and when the American |‘®¢ MPCE men that he was com- 
Federation of Musicians disking pletely Be favor of dropping oe 
ban is lifted. Miss Murphy has lists whic’, spotlight the number o 
been with Majestic Records, get- | 
ting her start via a disking of “TI | 


Can't Give You Anything But F ; 
Love, Baby,” late last fall. Majes- Claim of the MPCE men is that 


tea : ‘ a Ol ae ® : 
tic is now involved in Chapter 11 Such “sheets” are as much an evil 


of the Chandler Act, and whether |to the busines as the payola racket, 
Miss Murphy can break her pact | and, as a matter of fact, tend to 
with the company is questioned Jean toward payoffs. It’s argued 
by recording people. She claims |that weekly publication of radio 
Majestic breached their agreement | Performance tabulations places the 
before the company got into dif- | ™Music industry completely at the 
ficulty and before the AFM ban. | ™ercy of radio preducers who 








radio weekly. Santly also was in 
agreement. 


times a pop tune is performed by | 


Beside being the first move by 
an artist from one company to an- 
other since the ban was clamped 
on Jan. 1, Victor’s signing of Miss 
Murphy has other angles. It’s quite 
probable that the event will have 





some bearing on Majestic’s deal 
‘with Decca Records, in the works 


\for weeks. A fair slice of Majes- | 


itie’s assets lie in the contracts it 
i\had with Eddy Howard and Miss 
| Murphy, its best record-sellers in 
that order. Howard has been en- 
deavoring to get loose, and Biggie 
Levin, his manager, has repeatedly 
stated the maestro’s contract is 
null and void, having been 
breached. But nothing is official. 

Miss Murphy’s move to Victor 
entails another angle. She’s a 
member of the AFM, and when the 
union threw its disk ban at record- 
ing companies it was also cited 
that as of Jan. 1, when the con- 
tract between the two factions ex- 
pired, all artists with all companies 
would thereafter be free agents. 


Court Reduces 6086 
Judgment Vs. Tracey, 





Judgment of $608,887 recently 
awarded by Federal Judge J. Fos- 
ter Symes to plaintiffs in a stock- 
holders’ suit brought against Eu- 
gene A. Tracey, board chairman of 
the Majestic Radio & Television 
Corp.; Edward A. Otis, and others 
as directors of Automatic Products 
Corp., was reduced last week by 
the U. S. Circuit Court of Appeals. 
In a two to one decision the higher 
court held that the defendants’ li- 
ability should be limited to ap 
proximately $175,000. 

Circuit Court agreed there was 
misappropriation of corporate 
funds. Majority opinion delivered 
by Judge Augustus N. Hand point- 
ed out that “these funds have been 


repaid with interest so there has | 


Et Al., to $175,000 


| don’t know one song from another. 
These producers don’t even at- 
tempt to evaluate publishers’ ma- 
terial. When a plug is sought by an 
MPCE man the producer simply 
asks, “is it on the sheet”? If it’s 
not the chances are the producer 
won’t even look at a copy. 


Small publishers have long be- 
‘wailed the Peatman sheet and, 
lately, so have the majors, for a 
different reason. Small ones point 
‘out that they can’t achieve com- 
‘mercial radio. performances unless 
\the song is on the sheet. And they 
‘cannot get it on the sheet, accord- 


ling to Peatman’s methods of rating 


‘plugs on the basis of a broadcast’s 
Hooper, unless they get high-rated 
plugs. Major pubs have developed 
an aversion to the Peatman list 
because its compiler refuses to 
divulge which radio shows in his 
measuring scheme are more im- 
portant than others. They angrily 
|point out that the men who supply 
the nation with its constant flow of 
fresh melodies are kept completely 
in the dark concerning the best 
avenues of exploitation for a multi- 
million dollar industry. 

For these reasons the MPCE is 
anxious to ‘try running a music 
‘business and exploiting new songs 
without the constant spectre of 
the “sheet.” They feel that radio 
will be forced to select new tunes 
on the basis of quality, the same 
as recording companies. 


Pluggers Look 
To New Pub Deal 











Current contract between music 
publishers and the Music Publish- 
‘ers Contact Employes union ex- 
'pires next Dec. 31, and the MPCE 
council already is turning atten- 
tion to terms of a new deal. MPCE 
expects to ask for a number of 


CRC Develops Innovation in Disks 
Expected to Deeply Affect Industry 





Sheet-Seller Tipsters 
Pittsburgh, May 25. 

Talk about sales promotion. 
Local music store has this sign 
in its window: 

“The name of the mystery 
tune on ‘Stop the Music’ free 
with every purchase.” 


NY. Local 802’ 
Pre-Election Pot 
Begins to Boil 


Biennial election pot is already 
simmering at New York Local 802 
| of the American Federation of Mu- 
| sicians. Last week three job-hold- 


|}ers at 802 were booted out of their 











| positions following a membership 
meeting skirmish at Palm Garden, 
N. Y., where all 802 cardholder 
confabs are held. 


It seems the meeting was about 
to begin when 802’s president, 
Richard McCann, a Blue ticket 
man, decided there was no quorum 
(500). A member, presumably of 
the Unity ticket, which has for 
years tried to depose the Blues, 
made a permissible motion that 
the membership wait until 4 p.m. 
for the quorum. Instead, McCann 
left the hall immediately, taking 
all Blue executives, delegates, etc., 
with him. When they were gone a 
checkup made by four non-Blue 
men, who had been elected tem- 
porary office-holders by the mem- 
bership, found that a quorum was 


to Monday (24) 


quarters. 


Next day after the upset meet- 
ing, three of the four men who 
took over the illegally dispersed 
meet were fired from their jobs. 
Max Aarons, a former Blue man, 
now a member of the Unity group, 
was bounced from supervision of 
the Recording and Transcription 
Fund; Henry Macaro, who recently 
resigned from the Blues, was let 
out of the theatre department, 
along with Al Manuti, a Unity man. 
“Tuby” Tivin, a former member 
of the executive board, was the | 
fourth. 





+ Columbia Records is readying to 


;market an innovation in recording 
jthat will make a deep impression 
on the disk industry. It has taken 
ithe invention of a man who de- 
| veloped a method of recording un- 
ider which regular 10 and 12-inch 
| disks, now giving up only approxt- 
jmately five minutes of music, can 
| caxry as much as 30 minutes of 
| material. Effect of such a develop- 
|ment on the album business, for 
example, is obvious. One of the 
|things the recording industry has 
ifor years been endeavoring to 
eliminate is the necessity for 
| changing records when disks of an 
album are arranged in any sort of 
| continuity. 

| AS an adjunct of the innovation, 
|Columbia is shuffling its executive 
staff. Ben Selvin, until now as- 
| sistant to Manie Sachs, will move 
lover as head of an expanded Kid- 
| die-disk division, which will bene- 
|fit from the new process, and 
|Mitch Ayres, now a recording di- 
‘rector, will become Sachs’ assist- 
|ant on pop material. 


New disks Columbia is working 
‘on, and wiich will be announced 
‘during the company’s forthcoming 
convention in Atlantic City, have 
but one flaw. They spin at 33 
rpm’s, which means changes in 
equipment for virtually all house- 
hold record-players. To take care 
of this, Columbia will market a 
player unit, designed to be hooked 
up to any player, to operate at the 
required speed. It will sell for $30 
in retail record stores. New disks, 
incidentally, will be of unbreak- 
able vinylite. 

Columbia has been working on 
the new disk idea for months and 
succeeded until last week in keep- 





on tap from the beginning. A mo- | : 
tion was made to adjourn the meet | the convention. They expect the 





Orlob Doesn’t Want 
Kissing’ Coin, Only 


} 


Co-Authorship Credit 


Long fight waged by Harold | 
Orlob for co-authorship credit on 
“I ,Wonder Who’s Kissing Her 
Now” ended in victory for him last 
week when songwriter Joe Howard 
agreed to give him joint billing on 
all future copies of the number 
printed. In return for Howard’s 
concession, contained in a stipula- 
tion filed in N. Y. supreme court, 
Orlob discontinued a suit he had 
brought against the composer. 


In settling the case, Orlob aban- 
doned any interest or claim to the 
revenue derived from the song’s 
copyright. Other defendants in the 
action were 20th-Fox, Edward B. 
Marks Music, Chas. K. Harris Mu- 
sic Publishing Co., and Jerry Vo- 


ing it quiet. Its executives, how- 
ever, were too exuberant about it 
to keep the idea under cover until 


at 802’s head-|invention will have effect on the 


transcription business, too. 


ASCAP’s Jukebox 
Com Bill Deferred 


Washington, May 25. 

House bill No. 2570, which would 
draw performance royalties from 
the use of recorded and copyrighted 
songs in coin machines, was due on 
the house floor twice last week but, 
for an unexplained reason, didn’t 
show. Judiciary committee was ex- 
pected to spill the bill into the lap 
of the House the first time on 
Tuesday (18) and again on Thurs- 
day (20), but failed to do so. 

No. 2570 is backed by the Ameri- 
can Society of Composers, Authors 
and Publishers and was given a 
green light several weeks ago by 
Rep. Earl Lewis (R., Ohio) and his 
Patents and Copyrights subcom- 
mittee. 


John O’Connor, ASCAP rep, was 
here last week in anticipation that 
the bill would hit the house floor. 


RAINBOW RANDEVU 
RAZED IN 4006 FIRE 


Salt Lake City, May 25. 
Jerry Jones’ Rainbow Randevu, 
local dance spot, was destroyed by 
fire last Saturday (22). The blaze, 








' 


been no damage to the corpora- changes in the renewal and, in 
tion, but the wrongdoers should (order to be fully prepared with 
also pay over all profits so that |them when the time rolls around 
they will not be permitted to bene- ‘to begin, negotiations, is starting 
fit in any manner by their wrong.” | now. F 

Case was remanded to the lower Two points the MPCE expects to 
court in order to appoint a special |ask in a new pact have already 
master to fix the actual amount of been decided. First and most im- 
recovery. Action was originally ‘portant is the elimination of 
instituted more than four years clauses eight _and nine, both of 
ago by Abraham Marcus, ancillary , which prohibit participation in 
executor of the estate of George A. | payola deals with performers of 
Upson, and George A. Miller and songs, one relating to publishers 
Lillian Smigel. They charged the |themselves and the other to con- 
defendants with illegally convert- |tactmen. Another change to be 
ing some 116,500 shares of Majes- sought is that instead of a five- 
tic stock which Automatic acquired year deal (length of the expiring 
from Allen B. DuMont Laborato- |contract) they'll ask for a two-year 
ries for $137,000, ~~~, !deal with options. 

es ss 





of undetermined origin, started at 
4 a.m., and in 15 minutes was com- 
pletely out of control. 

Fire was spotted by a passing 
motorist who saw the fiames and 
heard three explosions. 

No definite figure has been re- 
leased ‘on the loss, but it’s esti- 
mated at being near $400,000. 
Jaren L. (Jerry) Jones, owner of 
the Randevu says he’s fully cov- 
ered by insurance. 


gel Music Co., Inc. Plaintiff’s suit 
did not seek damages but asked a 
declaratory judgment to decide the 
tune’s authorship. 





Commodore Switch 


Commodore hotel, New York, 
which had hoped to keep its Cen- 
tury Room going through the sum- 
mer with name bands, has changed 
its policy. Following the close of 
the current Boyd Raeburn in mid- Jones is busy trying to find a 
June, the room will be open for | new Jocation. Meanwhile, agencies 
dinner ‘only, using a six-piece con-| are busy filling in dates left open 
cert-type band. by the fire in the skeds of Charlie 

No dancing will be allowed, | Spivak, Stan Kenton, King Cole 








which eliminates the 20% tax. ; Trio and Henry Busse. 
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VARIETY 


School Graduates Eye 


‘Now Is Hour’ as Theme 


Leeds Music has received nu- 
merous requests for permission to 
use its current top hit, “Now Is 
the Hour,” as a class song of 
groups graduating this term from | 
schools all over the country. As a| 
rps ats it has assigned Dorothy | 
‘ Stewart, writer of the original | 
jishers, talent agencies and talent lyric, to compose new lines more | Chicago, May 25. 
itself, and all others involved in : Soh applicable to the situation. | Kansas City Music Sales here 
any way with the making and sale Jimmy Spitalny, local band- Many of the schools, however. | will distribute Radio Artists Rec- 

leader son of maestro Maurice} will use the current lyric, which |ords as result of local success of 
Spitalny, was severely injured here | retains the original flavor of the |“‘Your Kisses Made a Mrs. Out of 


ORCHESTRAS-MUSIC 87 


Berne Convention Amendment Woul 
Nip U.S. Protection on Foreign Rights 


+ U.S. music publishers and the ' 
+American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers are deeply 
perturbed about the forthcoming 
annual Berne Convention, which 
opens in Brussels June 2. An 
amendment to the Convention’s 
copyright laws is on the fire, and 
ASCAP and its pub members are 


Wednesday, May: 26, 1948 


Recording Ban Cues Unusual Interest 
In AFM Convention at Asbury 


Recording companies, their dis-t 
Jimmy Spitalny Hurt 


qributors and salesmen, music pub- 
Pittsburgh, May 25. 














Fishe’s ‘Kisses’ Hot in Chi 





of recordings, are facing in the di- 
on of Asbury Park, N.J., with 
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recti ‘ } last week when a_ hit-and-run| Maori (New Zealand) version, Me.” Charley Fiske recording ' 

TOs y st- 4 : sah | wR, ; “Sheek ~ Ate anxious to defeat it. To fight the 
their fingers crossed. aoe asd driver sideswiped car in which ‘known as “the farewell song.” |caught on in this area due to} legislation ~ sana hakeletein 
ened for weeks to the rambling of | Spitalny was riding home. He} Number of requests received has | plugging by disk jocks. ASCAP resident counsel. left 


and newspaper columnists | went to the hospital with multiple | convinced Leeds that the tune will 
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is also outlet 
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. ' , Saturday (22) for Belgium. 
Sr eeodiict that the American Fed- | bruises and abrasions. ‘become a standard. ory { a LN oe Be lgium at 
eration of Musicians recording ban | —————— a is, ae ee ee Berne convention consists of 

ill be lifted, the June 7 opening | performance societies of the ma- 
ian the AFM’s Asbury convention | jority of the (countries of the 
es mecca world—except the U. S. Due to 
, as become a cca. ; meen erento q 3 ar a ie . nem- 
mits hoped, against hope in many EE ; BEST SELLERS ee fact this COUMETY 18. NOt a - = 

s he Sr acanncr2 ta sdinaeial tine & er, U.S publishers are obliged, 
quarters that some 1S i whenever they publish a new tune 
redictors of a settlement, has the t in this intry. to issue it also in 

right dope. So far, however, the , couniae taal 2s . “ to tl C 

xpectations of a settlement are not tee | oS CONnS 7 SERLS PANY ve tas +00 
nt inless the AFM’s James C VARIETY P L 4 vention, as a means of protecting 
bright, un d his executives have i csalad ae at ? | | * - + | Pe PS the tune in areas governed by the 
petrilfo srs nciuded to call of the PuEPEY, OF TENE Bee cemir gia 1234 1O | | 2 | oh Convention. Simple _ publication 
eee an the cha atthe stalemate sales, based on reports obtained 3| | ion = 12 | | > | Pin suffices to achteve that protection 
sat ieiate from leading stores in 12 cities, 5] 21 o 1S | ;a) | 3 |= and, usually, U. S. firms do that by 

During recent weeks, the indus- and showing comparative sales Ce lo) & |% | D | o | - | & | T Rnaland Gr ten oes Be atin 

’ ry , o| B= | il. . ja | &} » |@ | Le | ngland or Canada. 
try committee headed by James rating for this and last week. =| | “|e 10 Se ee Se oe a | oO ~ : ; 
SR head of RCA-Victor’s re- | S lw tg 4 Z a | 9 =I T However, Berne members seek to 

Ff é d r.* a | . . i ov De S n | = = a | pa ‘ > | ‘ . von ° ¢ 
cording division, has been meeting ifr oie ite lgis | iS fS;s | &) E | A amen¢ a protection rule and 
on the subject. They have talked * Ee i§/ 2 |% lm] o tom Sega | a | " extend the meaning of the. word 
with Milton Diamond, AFM coun- We k E aa .| § | E 1S | 2 rare a | 3 2 | oD | 2 | “publication to films, records or 
selor, and the net result is that so National e n ing 0 lal pl >| 2 la | a a wi | a | 2 |S | » any othe medium. It would mean, 
far there is no reason to believe — 279 ole] s [Sim ! Sie 1h 13 ls] for example, that unpublished 
the ban will be lifted. These men Rating MA Y 29 is é bf IO] es fae a 3 oe a | 5 | 0 background musie used in a U. S. 

F: . : P | ~~ in ls | . | ¢ | | .: an % . ’ ‘ atic: } i 
feel that there is a mellower at- | > -y = | a & re g | 8}e) < }e isl . film would automatically go into 
titude by the AFM toward the disk This Last ;e] = | = | Silele : is he isie(i8 | - public domain in Berne ¢ onvention 
impasse, as exemplified by Dia-|| wk. wk. Title and Publisher iZIS| All S (ol al S131 31S] 5 |) Coumtrics unless the film was si- 
| ee | ee po ; as ‘ ee ag eg: P. ge 
not certain whether Diamond is Pa ae ; f erritory. Same would be true o 
talking for Petrillo or expressing | 11 “Nature Boy” (Burke-VH)._ ee Tet Som Take Te TES unpublished music on a recording, 
thoughts of his own. 2 2 “Now Is the Hour” (Leeds). . Fe SP RS OF Bee WS I ae oe which frequently happens. 

It’s no secret that the recording 33 “Dickey Bird Song” (Robbins)... ek I ee 6 3 _ RMB, apt: BPS ASCAP-ers and the Music Pub- 
companies would like to pay the | 4 4 “Baby Face” (Remick)........... - Sere See Bagg Bs ae SS ee ier Protective Assn. are afraid 
AFM the royalty-per-disc-sold, the | 5 6 “You Can't Be True” (Biltmore)... 3 eS Le et ae ee | tig passing of the eee. 
arrangement the AFM prexy se- | ———_— = : would have a harmful effect on 
cured several years ago during the 6 5 Laroo Lilli Bolero” (Shapiro-B). So = 3.4 22° re dive 52 U. S. rights in many ways. One 

revious strike but which the Taft- 7 13 “Toolie Oolie Doolie” (C.K.Harris) 4 4 7 6 Jia Ae ee ee ES SS would be that if the unpublished 

artley Act outlawed. They neve | 8 “Sabre Dance” (Leeds) 6 eS + 3-8 4 eS & ‘32 34 | music that might be involved in 
even endeavored, and are continu- 9A o “flaunted Heart” (Williamson) . ~~  . e 5 ae ee ape = 26 oor pellaeataale foe the teen 

eae: \Ocevee & meanest “05 7 “Manena” Qarbourlee).............. 7 OS i” 6 C6 ee ee 7 

whereby the AFM can collect this | easier nsnetesetnttateredieastacheiseneaneenann — ee rights would already have been 
coin, or some substitute, without | 10 9 “Little White Lies” (BVC) -.+-. -- 10 Maes. tee 2 3 8 2 dissipated by the fact the melody 
violating the T-H law. But no al-|f fi 1 “My Happiness” (Damon)........ ae 4 14 would be public domain in Berne 

(Continued on page 42) | countries. 
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Mills Bros.—“Baby, Don’t Be 
Mad at Me,” “I Couldn't Call My 
Baby” (Decca), Mills boys cook 
these with the old flavor and it’s 
going to be tough for juke ops to 
decide which is the side; they’re 
both commercial. Edge is probably 
with “Mad,” but the harmony that 
features the Henry Nemo item on 
reverse hews closely to the cur- 








My Favorite Five 
Richard Warner 
WHBS, Huntsville, Ala. 


“Something To Remember 
You By” (Dinah Shore). ; 

“Easter Parade”’ (Harry 
James). 

“Edst of the Sun” (Paul 
Weston). 


“San” (Tiny Hill). 
“King Gotion March” (Goid- 
man band). 





—— 





Tent 
awaae 


wax trend and it therefore 
would be wise to rack up two 
copies in the same machine. 

Patti Page—‘‘Confess,” “Twelve 
O’Clock Flight” (Mercury). In her 
own way Miss Page has applied in- 
paovene 


Jocks, Jukes and Disks 


By Ben Bodec 











genuity here that deserves some 
sort of merit badge. In “Confess” 
she departed from the cut-and- 
dried technique of a torch and 
patched up an idea that tickles 
both ear and imagination. She 
actually sings two lyrics, one, the 
solo lyric, and the other, a fill-in, 
cut later while listening to herself 
through earphones. Fill-in lyric 
was fed through an echo chamber 
and the effect of the singer’s con- 
science answering back, faultlessly 
executed, enhances the song’s ap- 
peal immeasurably._It gives the 


will get the heavier call. Dave 
Barbour’s backgrounding, as usual, 
helps. Latin-American coupling is 
more his than hers. 

Jack Smith — “Tea Leaves,” 
“Highways are Happy Ways” 
(Capitol). Each simple sentiment 
is performed with maximum em- 
phasis on melody and, since the 
current temper of the buyer seems 
to be leaning back to the 20’s, this 
combination will pile up likely the 
biggest sale Smith has had in some 
time. Besides the Clark Sisters 
he’s supported by a uke and har- 
monicas, 

Charlie Spivak Orch — “Inner 
Sanctum” (Victor). There may be 
a surprise for Victor in this release. 
| Apparently the label needed some- 
ithing to back up a vocal quartet 
version of “Heartbreaker” that it 
had hurriedly imported from Eng- 





jocks something: to taik about and 
hense it’s due for lots of play. 
Mantovani Orch—‘‘Nature Boy,” 
“Ritual Fire Dance” (London). 
concert version that brings out the 
full melodic richness of the cur- 


SO 208 S0ng, ° With Art Young | here's a haunting quality about 


}the thing that demands a second 
Daye’s vocai | 


matching his piano against a bril- 
liant background of strings. Musi- 
cally, several notches above even 
the Frank DeVol conception. “Fire 
Dance” makes a delightful premi- | 
um, 

Peggy Lee—‘‘Baby Don’t Be Mad | 
at Me,” “Caramba! It’s the Samba” | 
(Capitol). Lacks the suavity and | 
heart appeal of the Mills Bros.’ | 
version but since Miss Lee’s on the 
crest it will probably be hers that 


A | 


land and the Spivak number, one 


{of his final batch for Victor; was 
|elected. Import, billing the group 
las “The Merry Melody Makers,” 


i|may be forgotten, but it’s possible 
ithat “Inner Sanctum” will awaken 
jinterest in Spivak’s wax career 


spinning and tirene 
blends in smoothly. 

Mary Osborne — “Please Don’t 
Kiss Me,” “Funny Funny Funny 
What a Dime Can Do” (Decca) 


This plaintive-voiced stylist seems | 


still to be in.search of that one song 
that will peg her among the top- 
liners. “Kiss” is clothed with all 
those throaty nuances that mark 














Demand the ORIGINAL Vocal Duet and Piano 


. . * ° ° 
with Reiser-Meyers Brilliant Instrumental 


NOW THE INTERNATIONAL FAVORITE 


Order the ORIGINAL from Your Nearest Distributor! 


Sensational Smash Hit 


Recording of 


“MY HAPPINESS" 


Jon and Sondra Steele’s 


Damon. Record No. D-11133 
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1221 Baltimore 
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an Osborne ballad but the over-all 
effect isn’t particularly impressive. 
Her excitement over the “Funny” 
ditty lifts the lyric far beyond its 
worth, 

Art Mooney — “Blue Bird of 
Paradise,” “Sunset to Sunrise” 
(M-G-M). “Paradise” is the tune the 
band has been getting over on stage 
appearances with sock effect and 
that effect is pretty well captured 
by this waxing. It’s the sort of tune 
that works itself into a standby for 
programers and becomes a steady 
item around the counter. A spirited 
instrumental with the emphasis on 
the brass section is the second 
feature. 
| Sammy Kaye — “Spring Came,” 
“At a Sidewalk Penny Arcade” 
'(Victor).. Performed in the sweet 
tradition of the Kaye conception 
with nary a note or beat out of 
place Don Cornell and Laura 
|Leslie do their customary duet, 
|word-perfect but uninspired, on 
|“Arcade” and Cornell solos the 
lyric of the other surface with like 
| preciseness. 





Platter Pointers 
Highlight of Raymond Scott's 
work on “You're Going to Make a 
Wonderful Sweetheart” for M-G-M 
is the Dorothy Collins vocal .. . 





or “Bubble-Loo,” but Charlie 
| Martin’s treatment of the words 
makes an impression . . . Gordon 
MacRae (Capitol) is more MacRae 


in “Steppin’ Out with My Baby” 
than he is with “Evelyn.” Latter | 
suggests Buddy Clark. But the} 


rhythm side is exceptionally invig- 
|orating . . . Radio Revelers (Co- 
lumbia) have contrived a catciry 
novelty out of “Shoemaker’s Ser- 
| enade,” especially the whistling 
|touches, and establish themselves 
}as a solid close harmony group for 
ithe jukes with “I’m Afraid to Love 
You” . . . Two swell mood pieces 
are packaged on Decca’s latest of 
Carmen Cavallaro, “Summer Moon” 
and “Beyond the Sea.” 


Albums 


Irving Berlin Songs Played by 
Paul Whiteman: Released as _ it 
were, to coincide with Berlin’s 60th 
| birthday, this batch of eight sides 
|represents a pleasurable jaunt 
among his lushly melodious works. 
Nostalgic impact is further height- 
| ened by woodwind accents in the 
| arrangements. 

Larry Adler, Volume II: Another 
treat for those who get a kick out 
of sheer virtuoso brilliance, re- 
gardiess of the instrument. The 
compositional choice and instru- 
mental range provide an unalloyed 
lift, especially ‘“Malaguena,” the 
“Beguine” and the “Roumanian 
Rhapsody” (in two parts). 


Leeds Has Patience ~ 











new tack in following the trend of 
major music publishers toward 
buying songs that show as terri- 
torial hits on indie disk labels. 
Firm last week bought the copy- 
right to “Between You and Me,” 


Cincinnati 
Acorn label. 


Instead of immediately going to 
work on the tune, Leeds feels it’s 
good enough to hold until the disk 
ban is lifted, so that all recording 
companies can get in musical ver- 
= rather a cappella, harmonica, 
ete. 


and Toledo on the 





Jack Fina (M-G-M) isn’t up to his | 
best on either ““Needies and Pins” | 


Leeds Music last week took a/|| 


which made a stir in Cleveland, | 


AFM Nixes One-Niters 
For Bob Crosby Air 
Crew on Work Rule 


Hollywood, May 25 

Bob Crosby and the band he 
leads on Campbell Soup airshow 
(CBS) have been nixed by Ameri. 
can Federation of Musicians Local 
47 for weekend one-niters, pro- 
posed by MCA, in ballrooms here. 
abouts. Crew Crosby fronts is ac. 
tually Jerry Gray’s and its mem. 
bers come under AFM’s quota sys. 
tem whereby men earning $125 of 
airshows cannot do spare-time gig 
work. They are considered fully 
employed and Local 47 system is 
\designed to spread work evenly 
among its members. 
| Specifically, union quashed deal 
|whereby MCA would sell Crosby | 
}and crew for series of Saturday 
|nights at Avodon terpalace. Local, 
in explaining its stand to agency, 
suggested putting Crosby, rated a 
singer and hence not covered by 
| union quota regulations, afront a 
jpickup band for ballroom. dates. 
| 




















| | Oberstein 


Continued from page 35 





| approximately 40 automatic ma- 
| chines available. 
Some weeks ago, Ober- 
|stein was on vacation from his Vic- 
| tor job, he actually was in Eng- 
land preparing the way for At- 


| lantic Sound. He’ll return there 


| within the next month or two. 

| Cutting musical backgrounds on 
order is an angle arising out of 
the disk ban that has been growing 
larger in recent weeks. Approxi- 
mately 75% of the major and mi- 
nor companies have been follow- 
ing that course or checking into its 
possibilities. Columbia, Capitol, 
Victor, Mercury and oihers have 
been getting musical-accompant- 
ment disks from England, or have 
ordered them. At the same time 
some among them have been in- 
porting English-label recordings of 
songs they missed before the ban 
|in order to compete with rivals in 
ithe U. S. market. 

Before rejoining Victor, Ober- 
stein and two partners had built 
Hit Records from the ground up 
at a time when pressing and pro 
duction materials were at a pre: 
mium. ‘This company was sold to 
Majestic Radio and Television for 
approximately $500,000 after hav- 
ing established Louis Prima’s or- 
chestra and the Three Suns as 
topline disk sellers. Both artists 
are now with Victor. 


| 
when 


: 











DOWN AGIN, 
PAW”’ 


CHOICE MUSIC, INC. 
Garet Romero, Prof. Mgr. 
9109 Sunset Blvd. 1576 Broadway 
Hollywood 46, Cal, New York, N.Y. 
CRestview 1-5254 COlumbus 5-7850 




















(SHLOOF MEIN KIND) 


A Lullaby Gor A Displaced Child 








SUNDAY, MAY 30 


CHICAGO 


JEWEL MUSIC 


1674 BROADWAY, New York 
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DENNIS DAY introbuces THE GREATEST SONG OF OUR DAV.... 


SLEEP MY CHILD 
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WATCH for the Victor Record of 


“SLEEP MY CHILD” 
; by DENNIS DAY 
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other releases soon to follow 
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P Cevers Tota! 
Weeks Past Cevers 
Band Aiocte! Played Week On wae 

Emil Coleman*.... Waldorf (400; $2) ..........,. 332,650 74,225 | 
Larry Clinton..... Pennsylvania (500; $1-$1.50).... 3 1,425 4,375 
Ray Eberle*.....-. New Yorker (400; $1-$1.50).... 3 1,300 3,825 
Johnny Pineapple. Lexington (300; $1-$1.50) ..... 80 875 72,425 
Lawrence Welk.... Roosevelt (400; $1-$1.50) ..... 10 1,625 14,475 
Boyd Raeburn ..... Commedore (400; $1-$1.50) .... 1 950 950 
Carmen Cavallaro. . .Astor (700; $1-61.50) .......... 1 3,425 3,425 


* Donald Richards at Waldorf; Ice Show at New Yorker. 





Chicago 


at Hotel B.'s |SanDiego Resort Hotel 


| by spot’s new owner, Barney Good- bea in = popularity of his disk, 
/man. If stunt clicks with clientele, | *°U Can't Be True, Dear, 


} 


Chuck Foster (Boulevard Room, Stevens; 650; $3.50 min.-$1 cover). | 


Fine weather, conventions and prom season putting all spots back on | 


feet. Ice show-Foster improved 3,1 
Jazz at Philharmonic (College Int 


00. 
1, Sherman, 650; $3.50 min.). Helen 


Humes and Norman Granz crew, opening Friday (21), bolstered covers 


to 3,900. 


Ray Morton (Mayfair Room, Blackstone, 
Carl Brisson bowed Friday (21) following Burl Ives. 


2,000 


Eddie Oliver ‘(Empire Room, Palmer House; 550; 


Hildegarde garnered rich 6,900. 
Orrin Tucker (Marine Room, F 
min.). Neat 3,600. 


360: $3.50 min.-$1 cover) 


i 
| 
| 


Together, heavy | 
$3.50 min.-$1 cover). | 
tdgewater Beach; 700; $1.50-$2.50 


Los Angeles 


Frankie Carle ‘Ambassador; 900; 


Jan Garber (Biltmore; 900; $1-$1.50). 


$1.50-$2). Fair 2,650 tabs. 
Good 2,700 covers. 


Location Jobs, Not in Hotels 


(Chicago) 


Eddy Howard (Aragon; $1-$1.15 ac 
Henry King in Sunday (23). 

Art Kassel (Blackhawk; 500; $2 
(23) with neat 1,700. Gay Claridge 

Teddy Phillips ‘Trianon; $1-$1.15 


~ 


Henry Busse (Palladium B., Holly 


BBC Dance and Variety | ideas presentation. 


Depts. Reorganized; 
British Tunes Favored 


London, May 25. 


A complete reorganization of 
British Broadcasting Corp.’s variety 
and dance music departments is 
under way, and a number of top 
radio producers will be involved 
in new appointment changes. 


Reorganization mainly stems 
from the appointment of 45-year- 
old Australian ex-bandleader Jim 
Davidson as assistant head of 
Variety (music section). This puts 
him in charge of all radio dance 
orchestras, and of all the music in 
the BBC variety programs. 

Although he started work May 
3, the news was kept secret until 
now. Post of organizer of the de- | 
partment which is now Davidson’s 
concern has been held during the 
past five years by Tawny Neilson. 
Mrs. Neilson, “whose position will 
in future be that of a producer in 
the Variety section, was one of the 
departmental heads interviewed by 
Sir Valentine Holmes, K.C., in his 

BBC bribes” inquiry last year. 
She claims new arrangement will 
relieve her of administration prob- 
i entemetemenenmnete 














25TH ANNIVERSARY 


MAY IS 
McHUGH | 
MONTH 


PLAY ‘EM! DISK ‘EM! 
Music by... 
JIMMY McHUGH | 

















| 


HAVE YOU HEARD... 





ittelel te 


- sistant; 


hm.). 
50 min.). Kassel 
followed 


adm.). Fancy 16,900. 


(Los Angeles) 
wood, 4th wk.). Poor 5,800 callers. | 


lems and leave more time for 

For months past critics have said 
dance music is sliding fast. 
heard playing recently, and I speak 
as a musician, which 
laughed out of any self-respecting 


Final week drew hefty 17,700. | 


finished Sunday | 








| 
} 


“T have | 


would be | 


American studio,” said Jonah Bar- | 


rington. “Small wonder that the 
public have a prejudice, or tune to 
the American Forces Network for 
better standards of playing.” 


| 


Davidson’s first assignment is the | 


holding of high 


level discussions | 


on time allocations to dance bands. | 


He agrees that some of the times 
at present allotted to the bands are 


not entirely suitable and intends to | 


revise these schedules. He is also 
investigating the problem of trying 


| view, but are not necessarily bad 


dance music. He intends to find 
new presentation methods for these 
bands. 

Davidson will also be responsible 
for giving better airing time to 


| British songs. This is now a defi- 
‘nite BBC policy. Producers are to 


be officially instructed to help 
British songs as much as possible. 


LIUZZ1 REELECTED AS 
PHILLY AFM PREZ 


Philadelphia, May 25. 

Frank Liuzzi was renamed presi- 
dent of Local 77, American Feder- 
ation of Musicians, in one of the 
hottest elections ever staged by 
local tooters. No less than four 
complete tickets competed and the 
electioneering and pamphleteering 
kept local musical interest at a 
high pitch for weeks. 

Liuzzi has headed 77 for the past 
nine years. Jimmy Perri is his 
new vice-president. More than 





| 1,900 votes were cast, and the win- 


ner topped his nearest rival, 
Romeo Cella, former president of 
the local ('32-'35), by only 57 votes. 


| Cella’s running-mate was Charles 


Abrams, better known as Roger 
Kortland, local bandsman. 

In the place position was the 
ticket headed by Charles J. Mc- 
Connell, Jr., fermer contractor for 
the Earle theatre, and Edward 
Winkelman. Eddie Springman, in- 
cumbent vice-president, who as- 
pired to the presidency, and A. A. 
Tomei, Philadelphia Orchestra 
hornist and former president of the 
local, wound up a bad fourth. 

Guy Scola was unanimously re- 
elected secretary and was one of | 
the two men named as delegates to | 
the AFM convention (other is! 
Perri). 

John Riceardi, brother of Rex 
Riccardi, James C. Petrillo’s as- 
Fred Calabrese, John 
Messa, Frank Nicolatta, William 
Klaiss, Sr., and Louis Ingber, were 
named to 77's executive board. 





Ken Delaney’s orchestra, re- 


to sell bands that are bad radio 
|from a listening figure point of | 











cently at Clover Club, Miami, 
opens Saturday (28) at Fan and 
Bill’s, on Glens Falls-Lake George, 
iN. Y., road. 





iKetelalts 











'GAC TRUES UP ‘TRUE,’ | Cole Trio’s Ciro’s Date 
Books First Name Band 


GRIFFIN FOR DATES! At $3,500 Per Defers 


Hollywood, May 25. | Chicago, May 25. 
Del Coronado, near San Diego,; _ General Artists Corp. last week | 
booked a name band for the first |Stgned Ken Griffin. Organist, al-| 
ti : ; ii | though not tied with anyone, had | 
ime in the resort hotel’s more ‘been booking through Consolidated | 
than 50 years of operation. Henry | Radio Artists. 
Busse currently at Palladium here,| Agemcy is now working on thea- 
will play June 1-2 on experiment |''¢,2"4 nitery dates for Griffin to 


Vaudate at L. A. House 


Hollywood, May 25. 
King Cole Trio’s booking at 
downtown Million Dollar theatre 
has been moved back from July 6 
to Aug. 10 at insistance of Herman 
| Hover, Ciro’s operator, who has 
made Cole _boked for three weeks, start- 
jing July 16, at $3,500 weekly. 
Hover, it is understood, would 
| y ° 9 ie 4 - r,t + re 
In order to edge in on what may ; Wayne King ¥ one-night crmeer Alig yon ty wiht we 
be a big account, William Morris | engagement | 3 2,800 ot AA . I +: s «fo 
agency inked in Busse at fat $1 soe Orpheum, Minneapolis, last week, COMDO same _ terms for week of 
agency in at fla 200 | drew near-capacity .at $3 top. |Aug. 10, 2 50-50 split on gross from 
for the two nights. Gross hit $5,000. 'first dollar 


name _ policy’ will 


be imstsibed | with Jerry Wayne. 
through summer. 
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“TSA Most UNUSUAL sonc* 








- irs A Most UNUSUAL cotumsia RECORD* ja 


Listen to RAY NOBL 


introduce his COLUMBIA RECORD version of 


it’S A MOST UNUSUAL DAY 


{from M-G-M's “A Date With Judy”) 
Vocal featuring ANITA GORDON 





on “THE CHARLIE McCARTHY SHOW" i 


* 8:00 P.M. EDST * Sunday, May 30th 














ye 


ae 
“1 @ 


: Lyric by Music by 
HAROLD ADAMSON JIMMY McHUGH 


- 
od . 


*The most unusual record of this or any season. For the first time 
on a single record release, you'll hear an entire Broadway musical 
production treatment of a pop song. Ray Noble’s inimitable tech- 
nique with Anita Gordon’s vocal sets a new style in interpretation. 
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Novel Legal Ruling May. Cut ‘Rum 
Damages Down to a Nominal $100 


An unprecedented decision by , Paul Baron (who appeared as the 
the Special Master on May 21 in| Composer of the music of the Am- 


|sterdam version) from the _ in- 
ihe emgage t bigeye PS son | fringement. Julian T. Abeles and 


Cola”) has apparently blasted the | a J. Bernstein appeared for 
plaintiff's bonanza prospects. After 





judgment of infringement of the | Feist’s Legal Wrinkles 
lyrics, rendered by the N. Y.| At the first-hearing before the | 
federal district court was affirmed! Master, plaintiff's attorney Ellis | 
by the Appellate Court, it seemed | followed the customary procedure 
certain Khan was in for a wind-' of calling upon Feist to render an 
fall. Plaintiff’s attorney, Emil K. | accounting of the returns receivec 
Ellis, had estimated at the time the | by it from the song. Then came | 
damages would be around $100,000 ' the surprise move of Feist’s at-| 
at the time. In fact, the Special |torneys. They raised two novel 
Master had béen appointed by the contentions to defeat plaintiff's re- 
Rea et ein, who 


court to compute the tak Attorney Bernste 


om pute tne take since it | covery. 

had held there could be no question | appeared for his firm before the 
of the infringement. Master, contended that as plain-| 
Rupert Grant, whose nom de tiff’s work had been copyrighted | 


plume is “Lord Invader,” a calypso 48 2 book rather than a musical | 


singer, had written the song in; Composition, there could be no in- | 
Trinidad 1OQAS min:us:ew wt... | frincement prior to the denoasit of | 
rimniaaq_ in 1949. Plaintiff? Khan ; ***@otseest} Pest fe tee Se pes 


conducted a calypso tent in Trini-| Plaintiff's work in the U. S. Copy-| 
dad, wherein Grant performed. In| Tight Office on April 25, 1945, for | 
1943, Khan published and copy- ad interim registration (required 
righted a booklet in Trinidad en-| Only 6f books under Section 21 of | 
tit'ed “Victory Calypsos 1943 | the U. S. Copyright Act). Bern-| 
Souvenir Collection” containing | Stein likewise argued that as the | 
the lyrics of Grant’s and other | lyrics of plaintiff’s song had been 
calypso songs. The Court ruled| Published without music (as a) 
that Morey Amsterdam, one of the | Poem), the only act of infringe-| 
“Rum and Coke,” collaborators,|™ent could be in the sale of 
heard and copied the song when| Copies (i.e., not mechanicals, syn- 
he headed a USO unit visiting | Chronization or performances). At- 
Trinidad the latter part of 1943.|torney Ellis contended that) 
The evidence established that the| Heim v. Universal Pictures, re- 
lyric of one verse and the chorus | cently decided by the Circuit Court 
of the Amsterdam version were the | Of Appeals (N. Y.) refuted de- 
same as Grant’s. Under the judg- br wagon argument that plaintiff | 
ment, Percy E. Williamson, Jr., of | did not obtain a U. S. copyright 
the firm of Nims, Verdi & Martin,| until the U. S. registration. In 
was appointed Special Master to | that case (which attorney Abeles, | 
ascertain the amount of all profits | by concidence, had successfully de- | 
derived by Feist, Amsterdam and (Continued on page 42) 


New Rights Contract 


Harry Fox, trustee for music 
publishers’ royalties, has de- 
vised a new contract covering 
the disposal of transcription 
rights to copyrighted songs, 
with an eye on their use -by 
television. 


New agreement boosts the 
per-tune use for transcriptions 
from $10-to $12.50, for which” 
price . song or group of them 
on one disk can be used in 
any medium desired. 








| first recorded. Four 


RAVEN SALE OF SIDES 


BRINGS HENRY BEEF 


Don Henry Trio, 
group, is arguing with 


Records aver six masters tie iat- | 


ter firm bought from the Raven 


label, indie outfit for which they 
of the six 


\‘disks, made by Raven months be- 


fore last Jan. 1, were done under 
a guarantee-plus-royalty arrange- 
ment, but two were cut hurriedly 
without being covered by a finan- 


|cial deal, and even the guaran- 


tee was never paid. 

Some weeks’ back, DeLuxe 
talked with the Trio about making 
a deal for the unpaid two. This 
vas during conversations between 
DeLuxe and Raven oVer the pur- 
chase of the paid-for four. Henry 
trio went out of town without com- 
pleting talks, and when they came 


| back DeLuxe had all six sides and 


had released one of the paid sides 
coupled to one of the unpaid sides. 
Henry wants to know how come, 
and wants to get paid, having at- 
torneys working on the problem. 
Henry Trio now records for Re- 
gent and their “Sabre Dance” ar- 
rangement is a bestseller. 
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TED STEELE 


> 
RECORDS 


THE OVERNIGHT 
SENSATION 








“SCHOENE MAEDEL” 


; (PRETTY GIRL) * 


BACKED BY 


“DON’T EVER LEAVE ME AGAIN” 
on SAKS RECORD #5012 


* 





@ Powerfully laden with the stuff 
that makes for coin winners is this 
bit by Ted Steele, titled “Schoene 





Read what THE CASH BOX says— 








Maedel.” Ted’s soothing and charm- 
ing voice hypos this beautiful piece 
immensely, adding to its winning 
ways. Wax is full of romance and 
the like with the beautiful wordage 
flowing free and easy throughout 
the disking. Flip is another feather 
in Steele’s cap and another first rate 
performance. It’s the top deck that 884 
we go for. “Schoene Maedel” rates 
your avid listening attention. 


JERSEY CITY 


* 


Orders Pouring in from New York, Philadelphia, 
Hollywood. Write — Wire — Phone Your Orders 
for Immediate Delivery... 


SAKS RECORDS 


PAVONIA AVENUE 
NEW JERSEY 


(Phone: Bergen 3-5063) 
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Songs with Largest Radio Audience | 


ence Coverage Index Survey of Popular Music Broadcast Over * 


Survey Week of May 14-20, 1948 


A Bed Qf Roses.... 
A Fella With An Umbrella— 
‘Baby Face 


The top 31 songs of the week based on the copyrighted Audi. 
Radio Networks. Published by the Office of Research, Inc., Dr. 
John G. Peatman, Director. 


Par’ Sirlboe atte satus Johnstone-M 
*“Easter Parade” : ae Feist 


. Remick 


Better Luck Next Time—*“Easter Parade” eyy oe Feist 
Blue Shadows On the Trail—?‘Melody Time”..... Santly-Joy 
But Beautiful—t“Road to Rio” er. Burke- VH 
Crying For Joy in ae ae es Monaco 
Dickey-Bird Song—t' 3 Daring Daughters” Robbins 
Don’t Blame Me .. . Warren 
Encore Cherie Miller 
Haunted Heart—*“Inside USA” . Williamson 
Heartbreaker ‘ Leeds 
Hooray For Love—t“Casbah” Melrose 

I May Be Wrong Advanced 
Happens When Dance With You—ij‘“‘Easter Parade” Berlin 
Laroo Laroo Lilli Bolero Shapiro-B 
Love Of My Life T. B. Harms 
Matinee .. Morris 
Nature Boy Burke-VH 
Now Is the Hour ; vs ee 
Put ‘Em in a Box, Tie “Em With Ribbon............ Remick 
TT I ORR ree Ok prs CE Saye! ces ie Pa ee Leeds 
Serenade (Music Played On a Heartstring)..:..... Duchess 
Spring In December (Winter In May) ............ Leeds 
Steppin’ Out With My Baby J Berlin 


Tell Me a Story 

Toolie Oolie Doolie 
When You’re Smiling 
You Can’t Be True, Dear 


You Were Meant For Me—7‘‘You Were Meant” 


You’re Too Dangerous Cherie 


’ aurel 
C. K. Harris 
... Mills 
. Biltmore 
Miller 
Harms 


The remaining 23 songs of the 
Audience Coverage 
Over Radio Networks 
Dr. John G. Peatman, Director. 


Index Survey of Popular Music 


week, based on the copyrighted 


Broadcast 


Published by the Office of Research, Inc., 


Beyond the Sea . .. ald data 4 Chappell 
Bride And Groom Polka Cie ss cath: . Simon 
Dream Girl—i“Dream Girl” Famous 
Fool That I Am ope Mutual 

I Wish I Knew the Name ............. iprtg .. . Leeds 

I’d Give a Million Tomorrows ch alge, ak Chie Oxford 
I’m Looking Over a Four Leaf Clover ........... Remick 
It’s Magic—*“‘Romance On High Seas’’.. .... Witmark 
It’s You Or No One—}t“‘Romance On High Seas” .... Remick 
Little White Lies ..... ee) ft 
ER 08 GEN as ne ah to ou FON © vn Simon 
MN ek iene i sges } 4. & OSA Sate os aera e Ca Barbour-L 
EN fo ORES Sh ao acs bie ee Ke ... United 
My Gal Is Mine Once Mere . .. Crawford 
My Sin ee is . Chappell 
Rhode Island Is Famous For You....... .,..Crawford 
ee ne CE are Se es cy bee b 9chth ose e Melrose 
INE Ror ee ic ane cats ARBRE E Campbell-P 
Sy a Sos Se Say Na ow HAN Peck > 9 4 eooa't Feist 
Thousand Islands Song—*“Angel Th fy giarePare Morris 
We Just Couldn’t Say Goodbye * ..+.++.-Words-Music 
What Do I Have To Do—7“Are You With It’ 6 acakale 
What’s Good About Goodbye—jf“Casbah”.......... Melrose 





* Legit Musical. t Filmusical. 
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Best British Sheet Sellers 


.~(Week Ending May 20) 
London, May 21. 


Galway Bay....... Box & Cox 
Golden Earrings..... Victoria 
TIN ice i ae at. Leeds 
Silver Wedding Waltz... . Unit 
Tree in Meadow... Connelly 
Civilization ...... -....Morris 
wrens wees) i ered Wood 
Serenade of Bells. .¢... Morris 
Wishing Waltz...... Noel Gay 
Dream of Olwen....L. Wright 


Wonder Who’s Kissing Her 

Now Mae? Feldman 

Once Upon a Wintertime. 
Cinephonic 


Second 12 


Time May Change...Connelly 
Tell Me a Story........ Dash 
ee. Aaa a Darewski 
Reflections Water....Maurice 


Oh My Achin’ Heart. Connelly 


Cousin Louella....F. D. & H. 
Ee ree eee . Wood 
po 8 i ee ae Chappell 
I’ll Make Up ..... P. Maurice 
Apple Blossom Wed.. Connelly 
Alter. Bib .céaci ss Cinephonic 


Shoemakers Se’nade . Kassner 


Music Notes. 


Les Baxter, who got back 12 
Jeri Sullivan sides following bank- 
ruptcy of United Artist Records, 
peddled the wax to Signature Rec- 
ords. Johnny White combo backed 
Miss Sullivan on the disks. . . Irving 
Friedman, music head at Eagle- 
Lion, scores four films within next 
three weeks; films include “Let’s 
Live a Little,” “29 Clues,” “Born 
to Flight” and “Hollow Tri- 
umph”... Lewis Music shuttered 
its West coast doors 














The Nation's 
Biggest Request Song 


I'd Give 
A Million 
Tomorrows 


(For Just One Yesterday) 


OXFORD MUSIC CORPORATION 
1619 Broadway, New York 
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Lower Admish 
At Dancery Cues 
Stew on Bookings 


New England one-night dance 
romoters are up in arms against 
the reeently established King Phil- 
lip ballroom at Lake Pearl Park, 
Wrentham, Mass. Spot is using top- 
name bands (Tommy Dorsey fin- 
je-ed a four-day run Saturday (22) 
and charges only 18c. admission. 
As a result, ballroom promoters in | 
the territory do not want to buy for 
their own promotions bands which 
play Lake Pearl. They feel that 
many of their customers are being 
drawn to the spot and, having paid 
78¢ for combos of the calibre of 
Dorsey, won't pay higher admis- 
sion prices when those same com- 
bos set out on New England one- 
nighters thereafter. 


4c a result, Music Corp. of | 
America, which helped develop 
Lake Pearl by making its top 


names available, as opposition to 
the Totem Pole Ballroom, Auburn- 
dale, Mass., is having difficuity 
selling such bands. If they play 
Lake Pearl other promoters get 
their backs up and refuse to buy 
the same combos. This situation 
extends even to other agencies. 
Salesmen for the latter are being 
told not to submit a leader for 
one-night dates if he plays Lake 
Pearl first. e 


Krasny to AFM Meet 


Milt Krasny, veepee of General 
Artists and head of its Hollywood 
office, is due if New York next 
week to attend the American Fed- 
eration of Musicians annual con- 
vention in Asbury Park, opening 
June 7. Little, however, is expect- 
ed to arise at the meet that will 
involve agency operations. 

Krasny in the past has always 
attended AFM meets with the 
backing of ali band agencies. Mu- 
si¢ Corp. of America, William Mor- 
ris, GAC, etc., split his expenses. 
It's understood that arrangement 








has been eliminated. 
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Week of May 22 Cap. Records 











_ ae CAN’T BE TRUE DEAR (7) (Biltmore)...... ecccccscess Jerry Wayne.........K. Griffin 
- NATURE BOY (6) (Burke-VH) “af reg hye ie ae ine CO Se Capitol ts im or 
3. TOOLIE OOLIE DOOLIE (5) (Chas. K. Harris) . j Andrews Sisters........ Decca 
P Te ee a ee an Se 1} Van Horton....... Continental e 
. LITTLE WHITE LIES (11) (BVC).......................... Dick Haymes............ Decca Pub-Free Ri its 
5. NOW IS THE HOUR (17) (Leeds) ............ | Gracie Fields........... London g 
. o-oo ) Bing Crosby.............Decca 
. nnd pay grea Re eas ee ee ee Jon & Sandra Steele.....Damon }}, Capitol Records will beat pee 
i [CAUSE (3) (Chappell) .................. a | bia Records e punch in settin 
Peep ae tt ae Ge gl Como... ' Victor ‘up a music publishing firm into 
8. SABRE DANCE (13) (Leeds) ................... Silen eai pier 4 est blag ‘Columbia ¢ | which will be thrown numerous 
me os , (FTeGGYy MATIIN.......... ictor publisher-free copyrights it has 
9. BABY FACE (1) (Harms) pb Ards 6345 060s Chad ae Art Mooney M-G-M | Picked up during the past few 
10. MANANA (16) (BarbSur-Lee) ‘ Peggy Lee Capitol t years of recording. Firm, which 
Tore Tete ‘+ ) Mills Bros. Decca $ | has not been named, will be run 
‘ . 5 ¢ |for Cap by Mickey Goldsen, who 
Coming Up t moves headquarters for his Capi- 
¢ |tol, Criterion, Barbour-Lee and 
t DICKEY BIRD SONG (Robbins) } Freddy Martin.. Victor ¢ |other pub firms to Hollywood next 
| Larry Clinton Decca t month. Columbia Reeords has for 
a : a a (Peggy Lee Capito] + | months been trying to decide with 
; LAROO LILLI BOLERO (Shapiro) ) Pe rry Pome Vistas t what established publishing house 
4 HEARTBREAKER (Leeds) { Andrews Sisters........ Decca re a — — raewrs ‘ae : 
. ‘ ees sida ' | Ferko String Band...... Palda 2 lf eee deal with Capitol IS 
~ FOR EVERY MAN A WOMAN (Melrose) ............. Tony Martin Victor } | duty a3 cintea - in pi aA 
¢ HAUNTED HEART (Williamson) ................... Jo x EEE Victor ¢ | fe take care of licensing ote. 
i beta Bee eee ee iP ke eee eee ll ee EET ERE Capitot He’s on an annual guarantee-plus- 
{ ST. LODIS BLUES MARCH (W. C. Handy)...................... Zee Bengke.....6<..-- Victor ¢|percentage of the firm’s earnings. 
¢ WE JUST COULDN’T SAY GOODBYE (W&M) ................. Frank Sinatra........ Columbia i This sort of a deal leaves him 
{ WOODY WOODPECKER (Leeds) .-.....0.. 0.00.0. e cece. Kay Kyser........0;. Columbia [{S=SE Tree. a celine With 
; PUT ’EM IN BOX (Remick)... . ietak iba at eeesd¢ene%nce0bs a” ee Capitol : — a Gold t Capi 
ou . . . tie se Lie . “ver since Goldsen set up Capi- 
:/ VE Gor Caves ON YOU (New World) ...................... Frank Sinatra........ Columbia tol Music in New York, and sub- 
THAT AIN’T RIGHT (Am. Académy) ...... Frankie Laine........ Mercury sequently added Criterion and the 
{Sammy Kaye......... Victor others, many in the music biz have 
TELL ME A STORY (Laurel) ...... 0.2.0... . ccc cece cece cease Je oon, Sin aera eo felt that Capitol Records owned 
od , eer : the major share of his operation. 
[Figures in parentheses indicate number of weeks song has been in the Top 10.] | This has been senietentee aaaiead. 


As a mater of fact, the Criterion 
| firm was established as a means 





Kenton Nixes Concert 
Telecast as Nuisance 


Hollywood, May 25. 

Stan Kenton nixed deal for tele- 
vising his jazz concert at the Hol- 
lywood Bowl, June 12. 

KTLA was willing to bring in 
equipment . but turned thumbs 
down on laying out $100 needed 
for additional lighting. Kenton said 
he didn't object to the $100 but that 


he didn’t want video cameras, tele- 
vision lines and additional micro- 














Disk Data 


Regent Record’s newly named 
sales mgr., Patric F. Cruise, has 
designated as the label’s distribs 
Penn Midland Sales, Inc., Pitts- 
burgh; General Distributing Ce., 
Baltimore; Klayman Distributing 
Co., Cincinnati; ABC Distributors, 
Buffalo. 

Columbia Record is testing out 


four types of newspaper ads in 
four different markets. 

Signature is working on an ar- 
rangement for “Reflections in the 
Water” for Alan Dale with a har- 
monica-choral background. 


{of shoving the connotation of the 
| Capitol Music firm title into the 
background. 


| AFL, ClO Heads Nod To 
AFM’s Free D.C. Music 


bigs | 
Washington, May 25. 
AFL Prexy William Green; Phii- Herb Marks Wed 
ip Murray, CIO prez, and John L. Mrs. Beatrice Landeck and Her- 
Lewis, boss of mine workers, will | bert E. Marks, head of Marks Mu- 
be boxholders tonight (25) at the!sic, were married in Great Neck, 
American Federation of Musicians L. I, Monday (25) by Justice 
free concert at Constitution Hall, ' Nathan Miller. 
for which President Truman had| warks is the son of the late Ed- 
accepted an invitation from James | ward B. Marks, founder of the 
C. Petrillo. ‘music firm. He became president 
Concert given by the National | of the company upon the death of 
Symphony Orch, which is paid out his father several years ago. His 
of the AFM fund from the union’s | bride is a specialist in folk musie 
tax on records. | and con.ultant in music education. 











Phones cluttering up the stage. 










—_* 


Listen fo RAY N OBLE and His Orchestra on “The Charlie McCarthy Show” 
National Broadcasting Company — 8:00 P.M. E.D.S.T. — Sunday, May 30th 




















ROBBINS 


Featured importantly in the 
Wallace Beery, Jane Powell, Eliza 


With These Great Records 











Introduce 





aad 


Sav pete 















































Words and Music by DON RAYE and GENE DE PAUL 


JOHNNIE JOHNSTON... 


RAY McKINLEY..................ccecceee __..... Mietor 
Ay eee eS 


GEORGE PAXTON............... 


WLR) (om ote) tte) 7 -Walely 


THE PIED PIPERS................. 


799 Seventh Aven 


M-G-M Technicolor Picture “A Date With Judy”, starring 
beth Taylor, Carmen Miranda, Xavier Cugat and Robert Stack 
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—{ RETAIL DISK BEST SELLERS |— 













































































- ~ | al 
VARTETY 3 3| 8) 5 : 
Survey of retail disk best w 2/415] - * 2 
sellers, based on reports ob- 2 % Z ~icis = 
tained from leading stores in i re sisi s Ts slalsi« T 
12 cities, and showing com- s| & A Be E gt el ele ath Pi 
parative sales rating for this Ag f o| 81% g Blo S 8 ~ 1 a T 
and last week. Ei ¢|/ S/o] 8| a);a2)% elaisig; 4 
Bi 3) €iSlial Tisilaleleielal; & 
aS) Elli li gleiel3 lz ERG ae 
e “ch - ” ) - 
ao h| @ Sojyi|s 2 he P 
National Week Ending v a 7 2 k: 2 | 2 | vi 4 = 4 
Rating si ol tiv li@tf&lllisisis ° i 
MAY 22 =| Sl slsjz/&]s/ sig lela al x 
‘ (+) he . ~ > ” | ome 
This Last Fi si sial@i gli 8iasitt ifs 3 T 
wk. wk. Artist, Label, Title zi Ol aiziniwliagiwinl®iolsl s 
KING COLE (Capitol) 
1 1 “Nature Boy” Se l 1 1 1 1 1 I al BRP 6 114 
DICK HAYMES (Decca) 
2 2 “Little White Lies” a 2 2. a a ee ee ek ee ee 
K. GRIFFIN-J. WAYNE (Rondo) 
3 3 “You Can’t Be True, Dear”...... 7 4 . | ee ye 2 : eer 3 2 1 58 
FREDDY MARTIN (Victor) a 
4----32---“Dilskey Bind: Seung’... =. 5 6 3 + 7 30 
ART MOONEY (M-G-M) 
9 ee ee en, So ees cess 5 7 6 9 6 5 @B 
TEX BENEKE (Victor) 
5B 5 “St. Louis Blues March”......... eae eae CY ka 3 qd 6 28 
ANDREWS SISTERS (Decca) 
5C .10°..“Teelie Oelle Deelie”.... ccc ee es ae eee + = 4 : 4 10 28 
JON-SONDRA STEELE (Damon) : 
6A 9 “My Happiness”............... 10 9 ‘ 5 s 5 23 
BING CROSBY (Decca) 
6C 10 “Now Is the Hour”.............. ee See Py | 23 
PEGGY LEE (Capitol) 
7 6 “Manana” ee ipo. a ae 4 3 8 18 
PERRY COMO (Victor) 
Oe Ge | ee as 6 9 5 a 9 17 
JO STAFFORD (Capitol) 
Re een ees no ee © eee re 5§ 7 4 17 
LARRY CLINTON (Decca) 
9 15. “Dickey Bird Song”............. PO Fe — he eae 8 16 
BING CROSBY (Decca) 
pt RRR > Bias | at) a rrr eer eS a te 2 at ee OR ae tee se 15 
* TONY MARTIN (Victor) 
11 15 “For Every Man a Woman”...... eS sag 7 13 
B. CLARK-D. DAY (Columbia) 
12 .«  “Leve Somebody”............... SE Te Cee Ree On AA eee aS 
GORDON JENKINS (Decca) 
13A “Maybe You'll Be There”........ .. .. FR Re are ee Pa 6 11 
FREDDY MARTIN (Victor) 
+ he ee = = a ee Jphtee ick. beeen 6 melted 11 
TONY MARTIN (Victor) 
eee gO pr ene come a Ea “ER Pla 9 
FREDDY MARTIN (Victor) 
OB gat “en. neo oct cameos 3 8 
FRANK SINATRA (Columbia) 
> 16A 16 “I Got a Crush On You”........ sae 7 
FRANKIE LAINE (Mercury) ° 
Oe BS | gl Perea BEE 7 
FREDDY MARTIN (Victor) 
16C “Sabre Dance Boogie”........... bei cae Ce See ie ke ee Be gg ee 7 
1 7 i 3 4 5 
FIVE TOP SONG HITS OF PROGRESSION CAPTAIN FROM RENDEZVOUS KING COLE TRIO 
JAZZ CASTILE 
ALBUMS OUR TIMES Stan Alfred Peggy lee Volume No. 3 
Capitol Majestic Capitol Capitol 














We Ane Happy To Announce That 


BLASCO MUSIC, INC., Is the Publisher of 
The Smash Hit! 





Lyric by 
Betty Peterson 


Music by 
Borney Bergantine 


Introduced by 


Jon and Sondra Steele 


on Damon Record No. D-11133 


ALL MATERIAL AVAILABLE 


BLASCO MUSIC, INC. 


LOUIS BLASCO, Pres. 


Kansas City 6, Mo. 


Y HAPPINESS 









On the Upbeat 
New York 


Eddie Shaw, formerly with 
Burke-Van Heusen in N. Y., joined 
Melody Lane as professional man- 
/ager Monday (24).... Xavier Cugat 
|opens at Waldorf’s Starlight Roof 
i'tomorrow (Thursday)... .“Ameri- 
‘can Beauty” music series being 
'sold by Charles O'Flynn to cham- 
|ber of commerce orgs all over 
| west . Toni Barzier added and 
| Nino Pallotti vice Joe Lenza with 
‘Johnny Long band Virginia 





GOLDSEN; T: DORSEY 
SETTLE ‘MOMENT’ Sur 


Suit by Mickey Goldsen’s Cri. 
terion Music against Tommy Dor. 
sey’s Embassy Music (now deac- 
tivated) over the latter's tune, “The 
Moment I Met You,” has beep 
settled out of court. Deal involveq 
payment of Goldsen’s courf ex. 
penses plus a 50% share of Em- 
bassy’s income from “Moment.” 

Action was based on Goldsen’s 
claim that Buck Ram, whé wrote 
‘Moment” with Gail Meredith, had 





been given a copy of Criterion’s 


Maxey, former band vocalist, into | “Ridin’ On the Gravy Train” music 


Paramount's “Catalina 
| Gordon V. Thompson pubbery 
opened new offices in Toronto 

| Frankie Carle band is a possibility 
| for Edgewater Beach, Chi., Marine 
Room, opening Oct. 10 Gabbe, 
Lutz & Heller, Frankie Laine man- 
agers, opened N. Y. offices 

Jimmy Foster added to Carmen 


| Cavallaro band at Astor Roof in | 


| vocalist spot. 


| Hollywood 

Eddy Howard playing a series of 
| mid-west one niters returning to 
| Chicago for his Sheaffer Parade 
| show over NBC every Sunday .. . 
Frankie Carle orchestra inked for 
| three-day stand, June 18-20, at 
| auto show at Shrine Aud.... GAC 
| digging dates on Coast this sum- 
mer for Sam Donahue and Larry 
Clinton bands... Casino ballroom, 
Catalina, will forego name orches- 
tras again this season; will light up 
only Saturdays unless island biz 
booms. Don Ricardo band booked 
from May 29 through June for once- 
weekly shots ... D’Varga band re- 


called off Dick Jurgens’ Sept. 14 
date and is now looking for re- 
placement. 


Interlude” |tg which he was supposed to write 


ia lyric. He came in with the “‘Mo- 
iment” lyric idea, which was re- 
| jected. Later, the turned-down 


| words appeared on the market, 
| published by Embassy, with a 
imelod® similar te the Criterion 
‘song. Suit followed. ~* 


Jack Robbins Abroad To 
Meet His European Pubs 


Music publisher Jack Robbins 
sails to Europe June 9 on the 
Queen Mary to confer with his 
publishers on the continent. He’ll 
meet with Suris of Barcelona, 
Curci of Milan and Ruter of Stock- 
holm in Paris shortly after his 
| arrival. 

Robbins will take with him 140 
bebop titles arranged by Walter 
Fuller, who does the orchestrating 
for Dizzy Gillespie’s bebop band. 
Gillespie recently toured the Con- 
tinent and Robbins apparently fig- 
ures to cash in on the results. 

Robbins is going over with Duke 











indef at Roosevelt Cine- | Ellington, who opens June 21 at the 


| 











newed 

grill . . . Spade Cooley playing | Palladium. 
next week-end (28-31) at Santa 

Monica ballroom .. . Palladium 


‘Rum & Coke’ 


Continued from page 40 
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Recording Ban 


Continued from page 37 











ternate has been devised although 
in one proffered plan lies a hope. 


Beyond that, recording men see 
little glimmer of a settlement as of 
now. They recall that only two 
weeks 
would not introduce legislation in 
Washington designed to amend the 
copyright law to provide Petrillo 
with income from commercial uses 
of disks. With no possibility of 
extra income from this source, and 
the T-H Act preventing the com- 
panies from giving, Petrillo and 
the AFM are backed into a corner. 
It’ll be a case of allowing record- 
ing to resume without tribute or 
continuing the recording ban until 
something else comes up to satisfy 
the AFM. 

Meanwhile, the recording busi- 
ness and the music sheet sales in- 
dustry is shot, and the disk ban is 
felt be the cause. First is off at 
least” 50%, the second up to 75%. 
Disk industry leaders look toward 
this as a convincer to Petrillo that 
the disk ban is unwise and that 
sooner or later it must have a 
sharp effect on musician employ- 
ment all over the country.. With 
customers not buying records and 
music in the mistaken belief that 
the widely publicized disk ban is 
preventing new songs from being 
released, it’s quite probable that 
this attitude can be continued to 
the point where even musicians in 
small towns will suffer through 
public lack of interest in music. 
And it was the small-town musi- 
cian in whose behalf the AFM ex- 
erted its Jan. 1 disk ban. 


Industry leaders, however, feel 
that Petrillo is aware that the re- 
cording, sheet music, and tooter 
fields are interdependent on one 
another, and that events that in- 
jure one must eventually have an 
effect on the others. On this the 
base the hope of an eventual ro 
tlement. , 


ago Rep. Carroll Kearns |, 


| fended for Universal) the Court 
| held that U. S. copyright was ob- 
tained in a song upon publication 
in a foreign country in compliance 
with the laws of that country. 
Plaintiff’s attorney accordingly 
argued that Khan had obtained a 
U. S. copyright upon publication in 
Trinidad in 1943. 

However, the Master sustained 
Feist’s argument that as U.S. copy- 
right could not be obtained in a 
book first published abroad with- 
out ad interim registration in the 
U.S. (within a given period after 
publication abroad), no U.S. copy- 
right could subsist until such reg- 
istration. The Master likewise sus- 
tained Feist’s argument, that as 
Khan had only. copyrighted the 
lyrics of his song (as a poem) the 
sole right obtained under the US. 
Act was the sale of printed copies, 
so there could be no infringement 
of any other right. As there was 
no activity of the Feist song after 
April 25, 1945, in sustaining de- 
fendant’s argument, plaintiff has 
apparently been deprived of any 
recovery, except for possibly nomi- 
nal sales made subsequent to that 
date. According to Feist’s computa- 
tion, plaintiff’s recovery should not 
exceed $100—quite a drop from 
exceed $100. 
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A Scintillating Piane Sole 




















WAIT! 





& WATCH! 


© ANIMAL POLKA 
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IT’S GREAT! 











—— 











NO LONGER 


ZIGGY LANE—DE LUXE 





A Great Show! a great picture! and now 
... A great song... 


1 REMEMBER MAMA 


- By Charles and Henry Tobias 
(by special arrangement with John Van Druten) 


. Recorded by 
BETTY RHODES—VICTOR CLAUDE THORNHILL—COLUMBIA 


Published by 
TOBEY MUSIC CORP., 1650 Broadway, Suite 604 


RESTRICTED ! ! 


RALPH YOUNG—JUBILEE 




















— | | 


ery | 











were 


——— = SOS 


oo 








Wednesday, May 26, 1948 


VAUDEVILLE 








VAUDE’S ‘COME 


Canada’s Repeal of 25% Cabaret Tax |Th| 
Cues U.§. Spots to Renew Pitch Here 


US. niteries are watching results + 
of last week's repeal of the 25% | 


‘anada.’ Expected | ' ‘ F 
sapret ax inCanace ected Barrett Truanting ‘Shoes me 
To Attend AGVA Confab otn 


Canadian cabarets are expected to 
| foresee 











provide @ potent argument for 
American hotel and cafe men who 
have been seeking repeal of the 
99% levy now in effect 

One immediate effect of the 
Canadian tax repeal is the hiring 
of more performers. Niteries that | declared he will-take time off to; First 
have been using a few eens vaste attend the American Guild of — 
eeking to augment entertainmen aia ite i eatre 
by installing lines and additional Variety re convention slated | NRC yj 
orformers. for the Park Central hotel 
: three days starting June 3. 


Until the tax repeal some opera- | 
tors had been considering selling| Barrett's intention to attend ends | Latter 


the spots or shuttering completely.!a snafued situation in which he starts 


Now they’re expecting to survive | jnitially wrote : : | News 
the crisis that’s prevalent in the y wrote AGVA he adquarters | emce 


Chicago, May 25. 


|“‘High Button Shoes,” current at! Pantag 








NUPPING ON TV 


: turns used i is di as in| 
Marty Barrett, of the cast of |p. P-soag s this medium as in| 


| the Great Northern theatre, has/ circuits flourished 


» N. Y.,'do a variety show angled from | 


e with top cafe performers in | : 
|in New York that he would be un-!| a one-hour layout. | we pot 


VAUDEO 


AGVA Okays Segal Housing Setup 
To Nullify Last Year's Court Scrap 


* One of the bitterest court fights 
| by the American Guild of Variety 
Artists last year was nullified last 
week when AGVA gave agent Jack 
Closed on Tax Rap Segal permission to house _ per- 

formers in a hotel he bought in 

Miami Beach, May 25. the borscht belt to house actors 

when the Kieth-Albee.| Famous Door was shuttered this employed by him. a 

es, Orpheum and Gus Sun| Week by Treasury Department} Last week, an Ri te ge oneligine 

agents, who are seeking payment reve so erg — 7. 

ig PER ,.|0f some $16,000 in back nitery |OPerate the inn labele ome 6 

major indication of vaude’s | taxes held out by- the former a Pep Shows, at White Sulphur 

is seen in the Texaco Star| orators of the all-nitery room. Springs, N. Y., to house all per- 
bs Pyar Fi cea on the | Owner of the property, who had formers booked by him in that 
© wen. Lb» Is also set LO 15 ned the operators $20,000 on a area. Segal agreed to provide 


mortgage, had intended taking transportation for entertainers to 








BACK’ VIA 


ENT, AGENTS 








By JOE COHEN | ae 
“comeback” of vaudeville is Famous Door, Miami, 
on’s hottest development. 
alent agencies and networks 

nearly as many variety | 





| vaudeville’s sister field, the cabaret. oo and reopening to recoup until | and from the place of employment. 


show, ‘You're the Top,” | he found out about the govern- The waiver given Segal nullifies 
June 20 with N.Y. Daily| ment lien. After mulling things |@ court fight of last summer in 
columnist Ed Sullivan aS | over he changed his mind. i which Segal sought to enjoin the 


riginally was called the Union from interfering in his ac- 


cafe field. | 

Results of the Canadian repeal 
will be carefully studied for pres- | 
entation to Congress next session. | 
It’s felt that by that time Canadian | 
business will have picked up suf-| 
ficiently to provide some impres- | 
sive figures for presentation to U:S. | 
legislators. 

There is some danger that, with | 


Sullivan is also | wit’s End in pre-war years, then 
able to appear at the confab, and |Slated to emcee a WPIX nitery | Winnie's Riptide Club. After 
delegated «Dewey Barto as_ his ,520W, from the Latin Quarter, N.Y. |Beach was turned back to civilian 


|Danton Walker, also of the Daily | ; 
proxy. Inasmuch as he could not!News will enark a chow fram tha | owners, in 1945, a group took over, 
News, will spark a show from the! with Don 


delegate his vote without having | Versailles, N.Y. In addition. Joe |leader. headin and with room 
actually received his credentials, | Laurie, Jr., is packaging a variety | known as fon” Richard’s Famous 
he withdrew his lettem and asked | layout, as is Lou Goldberg, who | Door er ee 
that credentials he sent. | managed the, amateur units for the | Every type of show had been 

They're being forwarded to him |late Major Bowes. Romo Vincent | tried but room still failed to draw 


Richards, local orch | 


tivities. Injunction was denied and 
Segal was put on the unfair list 
for 90 days and was fined $250. 
Fine was remitted and suspension 
was lifted at the end of one month. 

AGVA since that fight learned 
that it-would be more convenient 
for acts to get room and board in 
one spot. Present AGVA rule re- 
| quires that if the inn employing an 








the Canadian levy off, local govern- | following his promise to appear. | 


(Continued on page 44) 


any consistent biz. (Continued on page 46) 














ments will apply a tax. However, | 





that’s felt to be unlikely until at 
least the cafes have a chance to/| 
reap the benefits of repeal. 


ADAMS, NEWARK, TO 
SHUTTER FOR SUMMER 


The Adams theatre, Newark, will | 
close for the summer, June 17. Last 
show to play there will be the 
Louis Prima band. 

House had had two-months of 
shows lined up for the months of 
June and July. However, a siege | 
of bad business caused the opera- 
tors to reconsider. The acts and 
bands that had been set will prob- 
ably be given dates in the fall. 


Jane Froman Pacted | 
For Riviera, N. J., Aug. 16 


Jane Froman has been signed 
for the Riviera, Ft. Lee, N. J., a 
starting Aug. 10. Surrounding show | 
is yet to be set although bistro is 
hegotiating with Henny Youngman, | 
Harvey Stone and Georgie Price 
for comedy spot. 
» This is Miss Froman’s first nitery | 














“Lillian Roth took another big 
step along comeback trail last 
night at Ciro’s where she had 





date near New York since playing the audience ‘ cheering; she’s 
the Copacabana, two years ago. definitely back on top.” 
Lloyd Sloan 











Civic, Oshkosh, Goes | 
Vaude After 10-yr. Lapse 
Chicago, May 25. | 

After an absence of 10 years, | 
vaude is returning to Oshkosh, 
Wisce., via weekend bills at the 
Civic theatre, Starting Friday (28). | 
Renovated house will offer five 
acts Thursday through Sunday, 
with straight films on other days. 


Al Dvorin Agency, Chi, is book- 
the shows. ’ 
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A Star Reborn 




















“Hats off to Lillian Roth for a 
great comeback performance at 
Ciro’s. The girl is show busi- 
ness and she looks wonderful. 
The people who came to pay 
sentimental tribute opening 
night remained to do some hon- 
-est cheering:” 


Harrison Carroll 
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LILLIAN ROTH 


all AY 
O ay ski 
looked ” Ciro’s stege'an 
°penin °oming - she 
Ss ; gal 
days as @ Fox thee i other 
Currently : Florabe; Muir 






AT CIRO’S IN HOLLYWOOD 








“Lillian Roth is back in the topflight class of cafe 
entertainers.” 


Irving Kupcinet 








Something Different 


GLORIA BERNICE 


WALLIS CARROLL , 


Currently Sth week 


OLD ROUMANIAN, New York 


Pers. Met. ' 





Exclusive Management 
ALAN MORRIS AGEN 
8732 Sanset Bivd. 
Hellyweed 46, Calif. 
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cy ' Publicity 
PAUL C. ROSS | 
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Circus Review 















ude’s Comeback 

















Dusting the Attic 
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(For no other than nostalgic rea- of juggling, plate-juggling, water 
, Continued from page 43 sons these Palace bills will be re- | bowl-juggling, etc., that.scored. 
3 ‘ire elty, new hereabouts. It’s an up- | rata ott ter : 
Hamid-Morton C — side down unicycle stunt, with the | i, currently doing a vaudeo session printed periodically, as they ie OE Rig ony of yl i 
(ARENA, NEW HAV 20 man riding inverted while iron- emanating from Philadelphia and nally appeared in VARIETY sausnahind tdaude- iL; imetines * 
New Haven, May 20. | jawing the femme on a trap. Gets |". ; k via the ABC | Years: ago.) f x suatiied | 7 
It’s been so long since anything | 2), response. Florence Hin Low, piped into New York via the - the paiectiiey n Ney Gescrite his 
r_sembling real circus talent has | Gpinese contortionist, packs a solid |!ines. j P ALACE, N. Y. ve lobby ; e ascending pra 
hit this neck of the woods, due to| Yaijon in her specialty. _ The wide use of vaudeville turns acrobats on their hands has been 4. 
the scare following the big top fire | “pe Flying Hartzeils perform | is reminiscent of the early days of (May 24, 1923) aa to ws = possibilities. ee 
in Hartford a few seasons back.! noothly as a toss-and-eatch trio, |radio when virtually every produc-| The Palace show this week is a) e gen a th noth sellout a 
So, when the Hamid-Morton in-| ang they’re followed by the Hamid-|tion was sparked by variety enter-| pleasing array of acts, but how it! Monday t, Me tt nothing but Riv 
door trick set down into — Sno /Morton Elephants, lead bull fea-|tainers. Noted vaude acts such ~ needed Savoy & Brennan in the | box seats eft in the pak at 8 = 
for a week with some topflight en- | turing a plank-walking stunt. Joeys|Eddie Cantor, Ed. Wynn, Jack/next-to-closing spot! e recent | ; “on. s, 
ae under ae cig of | again, with a fake horse bit, then Benny, Fred Allen, Billy Jones and members of, “The Gresnwes Ye wit 
the jocai Junior Chamber of Com-|the Zacchini cannon pitch, with| Rrme Hare. Edgar Bergen, Jack/| lage Follies” were as nec aSi_ « | 
merce, the reaction was hefty. — | daughter Sylvana taking the lob| eet pra Ma Brice provided |@ base hit with the winning run on Laine Has Advance ent 
They've packed a lot of stuff into | through space. A thrilling climax | *. : | Beer vem ammo a ett third. They were the only one of , ; etc. 
a little more than two hours of | to a good show. Sone, | ee : ra ee | the three camedy entries that ap- Sellout in Toronto A 
running time that hits a wide va- | aoe | entertainment. Most o 2€SC yHroached the wow proportions in is ¢ 
riety of turns. Opening with Joe | ;names are still around today and), pouse that likes to belly laugh, :  “Peronto, May 25. ers 
Basile fo 7 the pe agra Page Saranac Lake jantee the top Hooperated shows | not titter or sigsle. _— of the| Singer Frankie Laine, dated i“ 
rst pen cn Aloe a aggre Migr sce jon the spectrum. | crossiire Gialog Of the pair Wasihere Monday (24) evening on a clu 
tien s Ne noggin od s By oer Seen a Talent Agencies Aieried brmmy ay to ay BF main Noage, | one-night concert at the Mutuai Act 
Serial Hovey. Comes on cory Vis; Saranac Lake, N. Y., May 25. - comet vey are playing a return e “|Aud., found that all 5,000 seats me! 
the Cimse Troupe. Three femmes | Among those of the Will Rogers | _ udeville to id vate tne es ment after six years’ absence. | had been sold out befere last of | 
and male have a contraption that | wiring congratulations to James | Vaudeville to video 1s g ner | The first half of the bill held two| wegneeday (19) and before coi E 
includes a motorcycle and trapeze | Kirkwood, Jr.. son of Lila Lee, who Support by the talent agencies. comedy turns in* “Compliments of | ednesday re going fs 
combo operating some 30 feet in | opened at One Fifth Avenue, N. Y.|For instances, Johnny Greenut *S| 10 Season,” No. 3, and Mr. and | go 815 ‘a aay i the ‘till =" es 
air. It's flashy fare with a stirring |C., were Arthur J. Slattery, Carl|being transferred out of the Music 'y7/. "Jimmy Barry fifth, following | * While Mu 4 E Ape h and 
finale. _ |Kessler, Ann Rowe, Mabel Burns|Corp. of America cafe dept. into} +. wiiton Sisters. ile Mutual arena can hold = 
t — pty ese ge | and — and Moe Gould. He rates tops in| video, where he'll tre with —— “Compliments of the Season,” ae bn anies - berraares y 
rick auto, Roberta's Dogs and | the colony for his kindness to the| Carlin. Harry Kalcheim, o e | place ssions . 
Ponies take over for a diverting ro ay neg Willian Morris agency, with a long = = — i fhe te such affairs. Laine worked alk 
stretch that finales with a lusty | Mary Mason back from Chicago, | background in vaudeville as booker =" — =< pl re odie with a local band, which played ne 
jaugh credited to a comic monk. | and Joe DeNiecolo in from N. Y. C.| for the Paramount circuit and right. Garry Owen as “Fingers” for dancing before and after his whe 
Miss O'Neil’s' Hollywood Aerial | after’ enjoying a 10-day furlough | jatterly in the Morris vaude sector,| pugan ran away with the honors|Stint. Seats went for $1.50, $1.75 hea 
See ee le tena Semame | out-of -the-sen. , was recently transferred into tele-| in a hi le that held a touch of | 2nd $2. 
angle, with six femmes working Many thanks to Olina Andrews as y in a hick role that heid a 


bars, rings, etc., against fluorescent 
stars. Cooper’s Spotted Geldings, 
worked by Bill Buschbom, make a | 
nifty picture for horse lovers. 
Janet and Paul put over an ef- ; 
fective acrobatic aerial duet that | 
carries a. colorful luminous finale 
against a black auditorium. Hip 
Raymond is good for chuckles with 
his midget auto that contains 
everything but the kitchen sink. 
The Seven Therons stage the neat- 
est bicycle act that has played this 
town in some time. The Ridolas 
(2) follow with some slapstick | 
that closes with a table rock. 
Ballet girls intro the Two Adam- 
sons, whose perch work is cracker- 
jack. Their neck swivel finish is 
standout. Clowns in briefly, then 
Les Idalys bring another air nov- 











and James Lee for new books con- 
tribed to Rogers’ library. 

Margie Regan happy over recent 
visit from Mrs. James McKenna, 
Catherine Byrnes and the Charles 
Smiths, all from N. Y. C. 

Dr. Andrew C. Braun getting 
data for the biography of Fred 
Stone, which he is writing. 

Ines Groething, former Loew of- 
fice staffer, left for N. Y. C. with an 
all-clear, and will resume work. 

Tom (IATSE) Curry drew an all- 
clear that gives him the green light 





ito go back to work in the fall. 


N. Y. State Postmasters’ Conven- | 
tion to be held here June 10-12. | 
Among speakers are James A. Far- 
ley, James M. Mead and Gael Sul- 
livan. For entertainment they’ll 
have Abbott & Costello, Burns & | 
Allen, and others. 





NICK LUCAS 


Now Appearing - 
“KEN MURRAY'S 
BLACKOUTS OF 1948” 


El Capitan Theatre 
Hollywood, Cal. 


G. Albert Smith (“State of the 
, Union”) is back at the Rogers after 
| two months in a local hospital. 

Patricia Mitchell, ex-Rogerite 
jwho left here some time ago, con- 
tinuing the cure at the Prescott 
House, downtown. 

Arsenee Okun, author, who took 
two years to beat the rap, left for 
N.Y. Se 

Front lawn of the Rogers getting 
annual facelift, with Moe Gould, 
John Binkley, Carl Kessler and 
|Walter Romanik doing the land- 
scaping. “ 
| John Grimes, owner, and Albert 
_Bagadasarian, announcer of station 
. WNBZ, to N. Y. C. 


vision. 

Shift of vaude and cafe per- 
sonnel into video indicates that 
talent agency execs have changed 
their basic belief regarding the 
new field. It was originally held 
that radio agents would step into 
the video posts. But since then 
there’s been a considerable change 
of mind. It’s now felt that tele- 
vision staffs must be peopled by 
personnel familiar with both sight 
and sound as against the sight- 
only experience of radio men. 

Even indie vaude and cafe agen- 
cies are spending considerable time 
in attempting to crack the upcom- 
ing medium. The indie percenters 


works, feeling being that the con- 
tacts made now will pay off on a 
long range scale. Even at this 
early stage the indies claim that 
it’s more lucrative to set an act for 
one video shot-than to book that 
turn into three or four days in one 
of the lesser houses. The pay, and 


| tually the samme. What’s more, book- 
, ing a tele turn increases the office’s 
prestige ‘with the act. 

Now that virtually every agency 


of performers and agents who have 
bided their time waiting for vaude- 


not exactly as planned—but still 

















Write te these who are ill. 


more than welcome. 


are visiting ad agencies and net-| 


consequently commissions, is vir- | 


is getting into the act, the hordes | 


ville to return, at long last see 
their dream being realized. It’s 


*|won the checkers, 











human interest. The act flashes 
several changes of scene, and fin- 
ishes with the old bit of the crook 
stealing the “dick’s” turnip. In be- 
tween Owen wisecracks in slang, 
getting all of the juice out of the 
role, ably opposited by Linda Car- 
lon; who isa bit inclined to stagi- 
ness. Edward Wade, as the detec- 
tive, just missed being convincing. 


Ahead in the deuce spot Will- 
iams & Taylor, two colored boys, 
hoofed their way to healthy returns 
with an excellent routine of buck 
and wing and acrobatic dancing 
cleverly routined in dual fashion. 
They opened with an essence. A 
song by the member under cork 
\failed as a comedy contribution, 
slowed up the act, but probably 
provided space between dances. 


The Wilton Sisters, fourth, 
milked their way to two unneces- 
Sary encores, aided and abetted by 
the house electrician who kept the 
lights up on the enunciators. Pre- 
viously the girls had gone well with 








Sully Vice Greenhut On 
MCA’s Cafe Bookings 


Joe Sully, of the Music Corp. of 
America cafe dept. in the Beverly 
Hills office, is slated to return to 
New York nitery sector. He'll step 
into the slot now occupied by 
Johnny Greenhut who will ulti- 
mately transfer into the MCA 
video division. 

Sully, originally in the N. Y. 
nitery dept., transferred to Bever- 
ly Hills some years ago. Prior to 
joining MCA, Sully was in the 
William Morris agency. Date of his 
transfer to N. Y> has not yet been 
set. 











JUDY MAGEE 








their turn, but not well enough to 


the twin encores. A strong comedy 
act here would have given the first 





have placed it beyond danger. 

Mr. & 
|lowed in “Scandals of Hen’s Foot 
| Corners,” their latest version of the 
| Hensfoot series and the best in a 
ilong time. Barry’s “rube” charac- 
|ter of the town-wise guy who has 
domino and 











A GREAT COMEDY ACT 





| closed the first half with oceans of 
dancing. The act, staged by Ned 


tumes. The dancing lacks quality 


warrant the machine gun bows and | 


half’of the show a boost that would | 


Mrs. Jimmy Barry fol- | 


Wayburn, runs to dancing and COs- | 


Panto-Mimicry 


Opening May 27 


CARNIVAL 
| MINNEAPOLIS 
| 


Mgt. WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY 














Convention Headquarters and Regis- 
tration Desk at Hotel Jamestewn. 

Send Hotel Reservations at Once to 
\] Dr. Wm. H. Crosby, 119 E. 5th St., 


Le 





horseshoe pitching championships. | = = A 
_ was never better eutnteod than nd JUGGLER’S CONVENTION! r 
re present. is moc ad, “With-| E 
pe a Wedding Ring,” and double | JUNE 27-28-29-30 K Fe 
: song with punchlines, pulled solid JAMESTOWN, NEW YOR Mc 
laughs. They registered loudly. Sponsored by “The International 
. Anatol Friedland’s “revuette” |} Jugglers Asseciation.” 


except in two instances, and runs |] Jamestown, N. Y. 
muchly to quantity. Alice Man-| Registration fee is $5 which covers 
ning, an overweight baby, slowed |} penquet and all other special features. 


up the procedure in a jazz dance,| , , 
and registers but mildly in another, Free trailer parking ot Celeron Pork. 


WITH 














BOX OFFICE DRAW 


THE 


BARTON BROS. 


“THREE LUNATICS” 


NOW PLAYING A RETURN ENGAGEMENT AT THE 


CHANTICLEER - BALTIMORE, MARYLAND 


OPENING JUNE 3rd 


LATIN CASINO-PHILADELPHIA, PA. 


AVAILABLE AFTER JUNE 19th 


number. 
old song hits written by Friedland, 
with a dancing girl to accompany 
each of the two or more songs, ran 
much too long. 


came more dancing by Kerr & 
Weston. No-greater tribute could 
be paid the team than the way they 
went, following all of the dancing 
that had gone before. The finale 
Hopper and Flapper acrobatic fin- 
ish was a big applause-getter, also 
the solo stepping early in the turn. 
Kerr & Weston are at the top of 
their class. They hoofed to a hit. 

Savoy & Brennan followed, get- 
ting a one-minute reception from 
the regulars and galloping away 


with the show. .The Ching Ling|} comedy somes. — 
Hoo Troupe held them well, closing “No C.0.D's 
with the novel fire-eating opening PAULA SMITH 


of the five Chinese magicians. The 
magio have an interesting: series 




















The number, introducing | 


After intermission and “Topics” 


All jugglers and all interested in 
jvggling are welcome. 

| Plan to Attend the First Jugsler | 

|} Convention in World History. 
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FUN-MASTER 
“The Show Biz Gag File” 


Nos. 1 to 22 at $1.00 ea. 
10 PARODIES for $10.00 
“How fo Be an Emcee" 

















MAXINE 
SULLIVAN 


CURRENTLY 


PENT HOUSE CLUB indefinitely, New York an 
ersenel ARRY ADLER, 165 W 4bth Street, N York 19 RADIO: Sundays, 3-3:18 P.M. WINE W U 
4 Management: Of 7” » New 19, N. Y., Pleze 7-2535-6-7 
t e 
; Associate: Dudley Sibert en eee be 
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Fete Bojangles 
On 70th Birthday 


e Bill Robinson celebration of 

a noth pirthday yesterday (Tues.) 
roduced one of the heftiest press 

accolades given a performer in 
recent times. The encomiums in- 
clude the christening of a Hudson 
River excursion boat, the Bojang- 
Jes, a full-length article in the 
N 'y. Times magazine section, col- 
umnist Ed Sullivan devoting the 
entire Monday (24) column to him, 


etc. ; 

At his 70th. milestone, Robinson 
is one of the most venerable hoof- 
ers in the business. ' 

Other honors accorded him in- 
clude the presidency of the Negro 
Actors Guild and an ora 
membership in the American Guild 
of Variety Artists. 

Bojangles has played virtually 
every field in show business, in- 
cluding films, legit, the plush cafes 
and appeared for a brief time in 
radio. 
Around 1940, Robinson operated 
a Harlem nitery, Club Nemo, but 
ultimately gave up the venture 


when it became less fashionable for | 


heavy spenders to go to Harlem. 





Lester in Condos Split . 


To Make Telefilms 


Philadelphia, May 25. 

Buddy Lester will leave for the 
Coast at the end of his Latin Casi- 
né run to make a series of telefilm 
comedy shorts for Rudy Vallee’s 
new producing outfit. 

Currently dualing with Steve 
Condos, the comedian and dancer 
are breaking up as of next Satur- 
day. Although the act has been 
well received, the boys still want 
to split. Condos is planning to go 
into a new Broadway musical. | 


Sherman Regains Interest 
In Follies’; Will Restage It 


Sam Snyder, producer of ‘Water 
Follies of 1948,” and Noel Sher- 
man, partner-producer of last sea- 
son’s version of the aquatic revue, 
have settled their differences. Sher- 
man regains his interest in the 


restage the display prior to its 
opening at the Auditorium, Nor- 
folk, Va., next week. 


Enroute Sherman will stop off 
at Cleveland to stage the new show 





honorary | 
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Personal Management: 
ROBERT. COE ASSOCIATES 
366 Madison Ave., New York 


VA. 6-3417 
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for the Alpine Village, titled 
“Broadway Fantasies of 1948,” 
| starring Buster West, which suc- 


|ceeds Sherman’s current produc- 
tion, “The Manhattan Follies.” 


Maryland, Balto, 
Last of Kernan Chain, 
Being Sold at Auction 


Baltimore, May 25. 

The Maryland Theatre, last re- 
maining unit -of the amusement 
interests built by James L. Kernan, 
will be auctioned to the ‘highest 
bidder, Thursday (27). Aquired by 
C. W. Hicks, nabe and downtown 
| film operator just before his death 
|two years ago, the 1,200 seat former 
‘home of Keith-Albee_ two-a-day 
vaude and legit has been vacant 
most of the time since then. 

Built in 1903, the Maryland was 
added to the Kernan interests 
which included the Auditorium, 
‘legit stand, Monumental, and Hol- 
lywood Park in Baltimore; the 
| Lafayette Square Theatre, Buffalo, 
jand the Lafayette Square and 
|Empire theatres 
Kernan’s Hotel, another enterprise 








'was a famous rendezvous for the clude 


greats in the theatre and sports 
world. 

Kernan died in 1912 leaving | 
most of his fortune to the Kernan | 
Hospital for Crippled Children and | 
other local charities. Leonard B. | 
McLaughlin, former manager of 
the Maryland has been engaged in 
the real estate business here since 
its aquisition by Hicks. 





Trenet’s Reentry Snarled, 
Cancels Montreal Date 


Immigration hearings on the ad- 
missibility of chanteur Charles 
Trenet into the U. S. have been 
held up pending receipt of further 
information from France. Singer is 
being held by immigration officials 
on the charge of “questionable 
transit.” 

According to Trenet’s attorney, 
Joseph L. Greenberg, charge can 
apply to anything from coming to 


visa irregularity. 


and has been held at Ellis Island 
since. 


show and planed out last week to. 


in Washington | 


the U. S. on unchartered plane, to | 


Singer flew to the U. S. May 14 


Lido Sets Bands, Acts 


Lido*hotel, Long Beach, N. Y., 
will open for the season June 25. 
Inn will have Dick Gasparre’s band 
for the season and will use a 
rhumba band as well. Name acts 


will be used Wednesdays and Sat- 
urdays. 

Spot is being booked by Abner 
Greshler. 





AC. Pier Ogling - 


Convention Biz 


Atlantic City, May 25. 





| with operator George Hamid hop- 
| ing to take advantage of lush June 
| convention biz. 

| Steel Pier will be the only one 
| operating along the resort’s seven- 
|mite beachfront. Hamid’s other 
|pier, the old Million Dollar, will 
house an International Exposition. 
A small pier next to the Steel has 
|attractions for youngsters. 

| Steel Pier will operate much the 
|same as last year. An entire lower 
ideck has been erected to make 
| three decks in all. On this deck 
|Six new amusement features will 
jbe for children. They include a 
| Funland, Jungleland and Fantasia. 
q Larry Clinton and his orch will 
|neadiine in the Marine ballroom on 


ithe end of the pier until June 5. | 


|Alex Bartha will be the alternate 
| band. 

| Vaude bill will feature Vivian 
| Blaine, Three Suns and other acts 
‘and a motion picture. Other 
}amusements include a second: film 
|theatre, a water show and a new 
| midway. 

Bands signed for this year in- 
Vaughn Monroe, ’' Benny 
Goodman, Tex Beneke, Charlie 
Spivak, Sammy Kaye, and others. 


Nitery Dates 


Andrea Dancers have _ been 
booked at, the Shoreham hotel, 
| Washington, May 31, to be followed 
| by the Edgewater Beach hotel, Chi- 
leago, June 11. 














Jane Harvey and Park & Clifford | other legitimate purposes, upon | 


idown for the June 11 bill at the 
| Chez Paree, Chicago. 

Phyllis Carle signed for the Club. 
Charles, Baltimore, June 1. 
Larry Adler pacted for the Fair- 
mont hotel, San Francisco, June 22. 
Beatrice Kay due at the Car- 
rousel, Pittsburgh, June 6. 
Barton Bros. into the Latin Ca- 
sino, Philadelphia, June 3. 


Steel Pier opens Saturday (29) | 


Penna. Liquor Bd. Sloughs Amateur 


Shows; Claims Law Violations 





‘Striptease Claim Strips 
Cleve Nitery of Liquor 


Columbus, O., May 25. 


Liquor license of Eleanor’s Show 
| Bar, Cleveland night club, was re- 
ivoked last week (19) by the Ohio 
Board of Liquor Control, after 





hearing Cleveland detectives testify | 


of striptease dances staged on a 
runway overlooking the bar. 


revoke permits of all night clubs 
permitting lewd and indecent en- 
tertainment. 


‘Showmen Protest Utah 
| Fair Bd. Risking State 
Coin on Opposish Shows 


Salt Lake City, May 25. 
| Opening of “Holiday On Ice,” 
|set for the Coliseum June 11, 
| brought on the second round in the 
| battle between the entertainment 
‘industry here, and the State Fair 
i board. In a letter to Grover Giles, 
| attorney general, Louis H. Cal- 
|lister, Beverly S. Clendenin, and 
| James Ingebretsen, lawyers repre- 
senting theatres and niteries, again 
protested that Fair board was vio- 
{lating the 
| risking state money on commercial 
shows. 


| The letter charged the board 
with promoting “Holiday” with 
| public funds, with no “guarantee 
of remuneration” if the show is a 
flop. 

Letter was a followup to the 
one sent outlining virtually the 
same charges several weeks ago, 
when the board rode along with 
“Water Follies of 1948.” 


Sheldon R. Brewster, Fair board 





ten lnttae +n 





; stock shows and the like, and “for 


terms and conditions to be pre- | 
scribed by the board of directors.” | 


early hearing on the legality of the 
contracts written by the * board 
with traveling shows. 





Bros. open at the Mayfair Room, 





Hotel Blackstone, Chicago, June 18. 


The Board renewed its threat to | 


state constitution by | 


sec-mgr., answered the accusations | 
by stating the law provides for the | 
| rental of the Coliseum for various | 


The letter to Giles requested an | 


Kay Thompson and the Williams 


+ Philadelphia, May 25. 

The “amateur night” revival, 
which had hypoed business lately 
in a dozen night clubs, came to an 
abrupt end this week under orders 
from the State Liquor Control 
Board. 

The action, according to the 
word from Harrisburg, was 
brought on by a number of com- 
plaints, and nitery men who spon- 
sored the “amateurs,” speculated 
freely about the source of com- 
| plaints. 

Liquor board officials said the 
State law strictly prohibits the of- 
fering of prizes for any form of en- 
tertainment in connection with the 
|sale of alcoholic beverages. The 
amateur contests violate the law in 
another respect. The winner is 
frequently selected by audience ap- 
plause and in Pennsylvania the 
; audience is not allowed to partici- 
pate in the shows. 

J. D. Garreau, supervisor of 
local enforcement warned 15 clubs 
|in the city to slough the free en- 
| tertainment. No charges were 
| preferred in any of the cases, be- 
| cause the promoters of the shows 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 








and the licensees were violating 
the law unknowingly. 





Carny Worker Fatally 
Shot in Street Brawl 


Des Moines, May 25. 

Willie Olson, Negro worker with 
the Home State Shows, now play- 
ing in Fort Des Moines here, was 
wounded fatally early yesterday 
morning in a sidewalk shooting, 
under investigation by police. The 
shooting was allegedly done by 
Alva Gaskin of Des Moines, also 


a Negro. 
Olson, whose home is believed 
to be Shreveport, La., died at 


Broadlawns General hospital. 








| The Exclusive and Amusing 


| 
| 








LAURETTE AND CLYMAS 
“DANCUMORISTS” 
HELD OVER—Harem, New York 
Chorescraphy: Theodore Ad-ciphus 
New York Rep.: Chicago Rep.: 
JACK DAVIES PHIL TYRRELL 





























Snafus Montreal Date 
Montreal, “May 25. 
The Gayety theatre, local vauder, 


ing position because of the in- 
ability of Charles Trenet to play 
his date here. Management in- 


included streetcar placards. Due to 
Trenet’s inability to appear, the 
publicity is a total loss. Pictures of 
a streetcar wreck published in the 
dailies gave prominent reproduc- 
tion of the Trenet posters on the 
tramways. 

Theatre is also being ribbed by 
the dailies. Trenet’s name is pro- 
nounced the same way as “tres- 
net,” meaning very clean, has 
brought forth the crack from Le- 
Petit Journal to the effect that 
with strips subbing for Trenet, 
“The Gayety is not very clean this 
week.” 





Mitzi Green goes into the Bilt- 
more, Lake Tahoe, July 21. 


























has been placed in an embarrass- | 


vested in a big ad-campaign which | 





ROSE 


Completing 5th week a 
Capitol, New York 


e 
Coming Engagements 
Adams, Newark 
State-Lake, Chicago 
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Mayfair Room, Chi 
(BLACKSTONE HOTEL) 
Chicago, May 21. | 
Carl Brisson, Ray Morton Orch 
(8): $3.50 minimum, $1 cover. 


Carl Brisson’s return brought | 
this room the biggest biz so far | 
this year. It also brought out the) 
full impact of his ability to make | 
an audience extend itself. “Bravo” | 
isn’t the readiest word on the lips 
of tablehelders in these parts, but 
it’s the word that went up from 
some quarters on opening night. 

Brisson launched his robust sell 
at a standing mike, then switched 
to a hand-mike that tended to fog 
at full volume. Movements neces- 
sary to his song style forced him to 
keep using the faulty gadget, but it 
was a minor handicap overcome by 
the total effect. Room also lacks a} 
moving spot to point up his ring- 
side roving. 

Singer draws a warm-up hand 
with heavily dramatized “Sere- 
nade of the Bells,” then does a| 

lad-I’m-livin’ job on “Ring Around | 
tosie’s Finger.” Pensive “When I 
Smoke a Cigarette” and “Pink| 
Cocktails for a Blue Lady” score in| 
the nostalgic zone. 

“Fun and Fancy Free” has him} 
handshaking ringsiders, followed | 
by segues to “Why Am I an Opti-| 
mistic Guy?” and a. set of Danish | 
madrigals that ends 
perched on the piano. 





ballad of the Texas equestrian 
and the marquis’ apprehensive 
daughter. 

“Double Martini, Please” calls 
up a wry portrait of a young lush 


crunching olives because of frus-| 


trated love. “Last Time I Saw 
Paris” serves for a reprise on the 
nostalgia. Bow off after “My Best 
to You” brought sustained applause 
that everflowed to his accompanist 
and the orch. 

Ray Morton turns in a firstrate 
vocal on “Because” and fronts in 
good form, grabbing up a sax for 
dance sets. Baxt. 


Chanticleer, Balto 

Baltimore, May 20... 

Barton Bros. (3), Bea Saxon, 

Roy Ross, Daniel & Danice, Donn 

Arden Dancers (6), Leonard 

Hobbs Orch (7), Raul De Castro 

Rhumba Band (4), with Anita; $2 
Minimum. 





Booked in during recent op- 


posish appearance of Hildegarde, | 


Barton Bros. (New Acts) _evi- 














HELENE and HOWARD 


‘Comedy Dance Antics’ 


STEEL PIER 
ATLANTIC CITY 
Dir.: MATTY ROSEM 


Night Club Reviews 





with him | P2ythm and give with the scat 


From this | stuff, as well as make a lyric count 


stance he socks over>the roguish | 


denced such potent pulling power, 
current quick repeat is the an- 
swer. Supporting bill is smartly | 
selected and routined in line with 
the continued strong name and 
show policy which has made this | 
boite the lone major minimum | 
charging spot remaining here- | 
abouts — Joe E. Lewis preceded | 
and Harvey Stone is set to follow | 
June 3, with Sophie Tucker booked 
in after her current stint abroad. | 
Trade has been consistent. 

Dressy opening and closing line | 
routines by the Donn Arden line, 
sextet of lookers given solid front- 
ing by Roy Ross with ballet style 
tappery, are good frames for ball- 
roomology of Daniel & Danice, Bea 
Saxon’s vocalizing and the Bar- 
tons’ clowning set in between and 
in order 

Daniel & Danice are youthiui 
couple who feature solid spins in 
varied routines best of which are 
a flirtation to “Meditation” from 
“Thais” and boogie number which 
sends them off to good returns. A 
ean-can and musical comedy whirl- | 
wind are included in the total of 
six contribs, too much for any lay- 
out. Would do well to drop a 
couple. 

Miss Saxon is an experienced 
songstress with schmaltzy vocal 
equipment and good change of 
pace. She can beat out compelling 





on the sweet stuff. Mixes slick 
arrangements of “Strike Up the 
Band,” “Melancholy Baby” and 
“You Made Me Love You,” “Na- 
| ture Boy,” “I’m So Right Tonight” 
land “World On a String,” ail 
|} groovey and well-received. 

| Bartons take hold next for ex- 
tended sesh of solid clowning to a 
beg-off and to set things for clos- 
ing line number. Should really 
close, as anything behind them is 
strictly anti-climax. Swell backing 
of show by Leonard Hobbs and his 
orch a big, big help. Burm. 


Normandie Roef, Ment’! 
Montreal, May 21. 
Landre & Verna, Frakson, Ed 
Roecker, Neil Golden Orch; cover 
$1; minimum $2. 











| Class dance team of Landre & 
| Verna was out of show when re- 
viewed because of illness, but it 
served to prove the other two 
acts as strong and headliners on 
| their own. Magico Frakson is an 
old hand at the mystifying rou- 
‘tines. Cigaret bafflers are run of 
|the mill, but rest of tricks are dif- 
|ferent. He gets top applause via 
| disappearing and radio stunts, His 
card tricks are also very neatly 
| performed and register all the way. 


Baritone Ed Roecker is solid 
j;and has to beg-off after hefty sal- 
' vos. He’s a new nitery personality, 
coming from the operatic stage, 
and his experience shows well all 
| the time. Roecker’s best is “Blue- 
bird of Happiness,” when his voice 
is excellent and his diction per- 
fect. Also neatly done are “Dickie 
| Bird Song,” medley from ‘‘Naugh- 
+ty Marietta,” “Golden Earrings,” 
| “‘Makushka” and “Great Day.” 


| Neil Golden’s orchestra provides 
| usual excellent show-booking. 








Marc. 
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| mildly 


|a little acro thrown in. Very at- 


| Biz good when caught. 


| $2.50 minimum, $1 cover Sat. 


Oval Reem. Besten 
(COPLEY PLAZA HOTEL) 
Boston, May 20. 


Myrus, Galante & Leonarda, Har- 
ry Marshard’s orch; $2 minimum 
weekdays, $3 Saturdays. 





Following a three-week sesh 
with Hildegarde, who came in at 
the fancy price of $6,500 a week 
and made it pay off, the Oval 
Room of the Copley Plaza is cur- 
rently clicking with Myrus, long a 
Hub fave. He’s in for three weeks. 

Doesn’t vary routine on yearly 
visits, but wows the dinner and 
supper crowds with his combo 
extra-sensory perception and trick | 
gimmick, whatever it is, in reading 
minds of the customers. Pulls 
some astonishing name - calling 
gags, answers questions of a per- 
sonal nature written on thé inside 
of cards which he tears up, and 
keeps up a running line of talk 
that though never comic Is always 
entertaining. Moreover, 
never embarrasses the customers 
or pulls any flip gags. A sock 
performance that holds attention | 
throughout. 





Galante and Leonarda do a nice | 
session of ballroom terping with 


tractive couple maintain refresh- 
ing animation throughout stint. 
Leonarda dances with customers 
from the ringside to snag laughs. 
Act is brief, but nicely paced. Mu- 
sic for the show is supplied by 
Harry Marshard, who’s got the 
right touch for this sort of as 
tlie. 


Walnut Room, Chi 
(BISMARCK HOTEL) 

Chicago, May 18. | 

Florence & Frederic, Billy Bish- | 

op Orch (10), with Alice Mann; 





Improved lighting plus ingenuity 
in staging and a boost in the band 
department make this the best bill 
offered here in many months. It’s 
not smash, only satisfying, but 
compared with predecessors an 
imaginative layout. 

Orch opens with Billy Bishop up 
front keyboarding ‘‘Polonnaise”’ for 
neat return. Songstress Alice Mann 
puts over a novelty in brisk style 
and, joined by sidemen chanters, 
turns in an okay account of “Man 
I Love.” Session gains impact from 
its spotting on the floor rather 
than at the bandstand. Orch draws 
firm resporise with a musical me- 
lange of seven standards woven 
together by separate instruments. 

Florence & Frederic, recent Gal- 
lic import, halved their skedded. 
terp stanza, following a wardrobe 
mishap. Femme developed a rip in 
her ankle-length gown _ shortly 
after their entry. Rip continued to 
widen, lowering the hemline to a 
hazardous point for fast footing. 


-Fur Fashion Show. Both are sock 


ithan two 
| brought back by, popular demand. | 


lde Mi 





Team, nevertheless, worked nim- 
| bly and got rewarding applause. 

|. Pair’s three ballroom acro turns 
include a tango with gliding back- 


|steps while the femme’s hoisted | 


| off the floor. Single hand catches 
,and an over-the-shoulder swoop 
| brings ready returns. Waltz has 
(them smoothly coordinated; with 
fm catches and easy-flowing 
ifts. 

| Bishop orch backs expertly and 
fills the floor with dancers. Bazt. 


Hotel St. Moritz. N. Y. 


(SKY GARDENS) 
_ (FOLLOWUP) 

Getting set for warm weather 
biz, the St. Moritz has shifted Al- 
fred Menconi’s orch and songstress 
Betty George from the Club Conti- 
nental on the main floor of the 
hotel to the Sky Gardens on the 
roof. This summer spot, which 
overlooks Central Park with a 
panoramic view, is a small, nattily 
upholstered room with excellent 
cuisine and intimate, classy atmos- 
phere. 

Menconi’s combo is delivering 
the same brand of solid dance mu- 
sic and light entertainment as for- 
merly, with Miss George contrib- 
| uting the vocals in good style. Al- 
_ though only a five-man orch, this 
| aggregation delivers with a full 
|and varied beat, giving plenty of 
| emphasis to the chile numbers for 
| the rhumbaists. Several of the 
/Sidemen also vocalize handily be- 
| Sides indulging in some mild jack- 
anapes. Herm. 








Samovar, Montreal 

. Montreal, May 20. 
_ Imogene Coca, Don Dennis, Roz- 
|zino & Rita, Bill Skinner Orch; 
| mintmum $2, 





Imogene Coca’s first Montreal 
engagement is plenty successful, 
and she has to beg off at every 
show. They are still laughing at 
\her delightful sketches long after 
| She has performed them. 

; First there is her “Cavalcade of 
'Glamor” satire, when she imper- 





sonates Pola Negrf, C Bow and 
the modern Sweater Sirl with per- 
fect props to bring hefty salvos. 
She follows with “Jim,” another 
very funny bit which depicts a 
torch singer. } 
tempo and triumphs with “Slush 
Pump Annie” and her version of a 


satires and with broken down 
trombone and fur coats, in turn, 


She then picks up | 





Miss Coca gets sock response. En- 









AGYA Okays 


Continued from page 43 


act is unable to provide firstclass 
accommodations at the spot, board 
is to be provided within a five-mile 
radius 
nished. Frequently, this meant that 
acts had to return to the place of 


with transportation fur. 


cores with her saga of an opera | employment for meals after board. 
singer (on “Lucia” and “Lakme”) | ing elsewhere. 


and “Cole Porter,” a satire on an 
arrangement of “Night and Day” 
for a beg-off. | 

Don Dennis was. a hit here less 
months ago and was 


He delivers soundly in his agree- 
able style. Scores with “Love Is 
So Terrific,” medley of “Now Is 


The Hour” and “What’ll I Do?” 
and a special arrangenfent of 
“Papliacci.”” Enecores with a new 
version of “Bye Bye Blackbird 


'and ‘‘Come Back to Sorrento.” Lad 


has personality, smooth 
and splendid voice. 


Dance team of Rozzino and Rita 
is Spanish all the way and pleas- 
ant. Thev do “Sevilla,” “Morena 
Copla,” “Sevillanas” and 
De Falla’s “Fire Dance.’ Best is 
“Sevillanas,” while other numbers 
show well. Marc. 


delivery 


College Inn, Chi 
(HOTEL SHERMAN) 
Chicago, May 21. 
Norman Granz’s Jazz at the Phil- 
harmonic, with Heten Humes; $3.56 
minimum. 


Hot on the trail of. the hepsters 
and crew-cut crowd, this room has 
anchored Norman Granz’s cleffers 


for two so-called concerts nightly. 
Next few weeks will bring a lot 
of post-promsters Loopward for 
aod second show and a nightcap 
coke. 


Group of six musicians is not-so 
boppish as Granz’s recent Charley 
Parker assemblage; but it’s still 
far removed from the commercial 
highway. Lineup has Flip Phillips 
on tenor sax, Roy Eldridge, trum- 
pet; Tammy Turk, trombone; Al 
McKibbon, bass; Davey Tough, 
drums; and Mickey Crane, piano. 
Numbers: follow the usual jazz 
concert pattern of theme in en- 
semble, solo improvisation against 
the rhythm, and return to theme. 

Sextet takes off via “Perdido,” 
with Phillips a standout in his 
break. Eldridge weaves fine 
changes on “I Surrender Dear” 
and power-drives through “College 
Inn Blues.” Tough’s drumming is 
expert throughout. 


Helen Humes rides the rhythm 
for good returns on “Somebody 
Loves Me” and puts smoky mean- 
ing in “Scared to Call His Name.” 
Songstress, in sequined magenta 
gown, tosses off her disk fave, “Be 
Baba Leba,” in choice style, and 
returns after good hand to put the 
plaintive on “I Cover the Water- 
front.” 
| Sextet ends set with “How High 
_the Moon,” following the outline 
|recorded by an earlier Jazz at the 
| Philharmonic group. Granz stands 
| in need of far more personal show- 
| manship. As it is, his role is re- 
duced to the incidental necessity 
of announcing numbers. Even this 
got the go-by at one point when 
the musicians took the downbeat 
| while he was halfway to the mike, 
| hooking him with an awkward re- 





{ 


performers preferred 
setup. With so many performers 
i housed under one roof, the actors 
had a nightly 
| bull-sessions 

into the morning. 


Union also learned that many 
the Segal 


get-together 
lasting 


with 
frequently 


Matt Shelvey, former AGVA na- 


tional director, under whose direc- 
tion the court litigation proceeded, 
had felt that with a wedge opened 
toward boarding away from place 
of employment, a 
would 
the old days of sleeping performers 


ioophoie which 


have permitted return to 


in attics and garages would have 


been opened. Case was fought on 
that basis. 


Philly’s Write-In Delegates 
Philadelphia, May 25. 

A ‘write-in vote was instru- 
mental in electing thtee delegates 
from Philadelphia to the conven- 
tion. Alan Gale, Eddie White and 
Frank Arena were named to rep- 
resent the Quaker City group. 
The compilation was accom- 
plished with censiderable diffi- 
culty. Gale and White were chosen 
for first and second places. Third 
place, however, was taken by 
Adam Di Gatano, who was ruled 
ineligible inasmuch as he’s reg- 
istered as a member of the Chicage 
branch. Next in line was Dick 
Jones, executive secretary of the 
local who was similarly ruled out 
because of being a paid employee. 
Even if Jones declared himself to 
be a member of the Philly branch, 
he would be ineligible because of 
not having paid dues for seven 
years. Frank Arena, next in line, 
was ‘consequently given creden- 
tials. 

Jones, prior to the balloting, had 
objected to the method. of voting, 
consequently refused to allow the 
Philly membership to participate 
in the election. AGVA national 
office, however, recognized the 
write-in votes. 
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OBITUARIES 





HARLES CLYDE PETTIJOHN 
Cr parles Clyde Pettijohn, 67, 
former general counsel for the 
Motion Picture Producers and Dis- 
tributors of America, died in In- 
dianapolis, Mey . a had made 

in Rye, N. 2. 

was general counsel for the 
so-called Hays office from 1924 to 
1942 and worked closely with Will 
Hays, then president of the 
MPPDA, in guiding the film in: 
’s relations Wi e genera 
i 8s ‘well as counteracting 


erable legislation toward 
fims. The organization has been 


headed by Eric A. Johnston since 

45. eX 
wir graduating from the Indi- 
ana University. he practised law 
in that state until 1917, when he 
moved to New York. He was ad- 


In Memory of 


RUTH GILLIS 


Died May 29, 1947 





mitted to the N. Y. State Bar the 
same year. i ake 
After five or of specializing 
in criminal law, h@ was appointed 
to the Hays office in 1924. His 
duties in addition to handling its 
legal matters included that of an 
adviser and consultant to Hays. 
He was credited with drafting the 
Production Code for films. He re- 
tired from that post in 1942. : 
Pettijohn had been active in 
politics in Indianapolis as a pro- 
tege of the late Hoosier leader, 
Tom Taggart. In 1935 he was 
ow councilman in Harrison, 


He was a member of the National 
Democratic Club, Westchester 
Country Club, Indianapolis A. C., 
Picture Pioneers and the Phi 


Gamma Delta Fraternity. He was | 


a Mason and an Elk. 
Surviving are his wife, two sons, 
a brother and sister. 


WALTER KAFFENBERG 
Walter Kaffenberg, 75, pioneer 





in Broadway cabaret operations, | 
and recently a department man-| 








ager at the Hotel Plaza, N. Y., 
died at Knickerbocker hospital, 
N. Y., Monday (24). 


Kaffenberg, partnered with the 
late Julius Keller, had operated 
Maxim’s, popular restaurant and 
night spot of the pre-Prohibition 
era. Under their aegis Maxim’s 
is credited with having launched 
the first full-blown production as a 
floorshow attraction in a Broadway 
spot. Shows were produced by 
Percy Elkeles, enlisting a mul- 
tiplicity of vaude acts and a line of 
girls. The policy readily caught 
on with the public and catapulted 
it from former modest restaurant 


to one of the most profitabie noc-| 


turnal playgrounds in the Broad- 
way area. 

Toward the end of Prohibition, 
Kaffenberg sold out his interest in 
Maxim’s to Keller and opened the 
Chateau Laurier, City Island. 
Later with John Wagner and Ben 


Ueberall, took over Reisenweber’s | 


Tri 
the 


at Columbus Circle, N. Y. 
continued operation until 


building, housing the triumvirate | 


of nitery rooms, was sold, shortly 
before the repeal of Prohibition. 
Survived by a brother. 


GEORGE E. MACK 


George E. Mack, 82, 
comedian, who appeared in many 
musical shows during his half cen- 
tury career, died: May 20 in 
Cheyenne, Wyo. 

Born in Boston, Mack began 
there with the Castle Square stock 
company. He turned from dra- 
matic to comedy roles and later to 
musical comedies. 
years ago. 


He played principal comedy 


roles in the John C. Fisher produc- | 


tions of “Florodora’” and “The 
Silver Slipper,” and went to Cuba 
and Mexico with a Fisher company 
that also gave “San Toy,” “The 
Runaway Girl,” “The Idol’s Eye” 
and “The Wizard of the Nile.” In 
the 1930's 
Gaxton and. Victor Moore in “Of 
Thee I Sing,” “Let ’Em Eat Cake,” 
and “Anything Goes”; and was also 
in “Babes in Arms” and “Leave It 
to Me.” His earlier plays included 
“Hush Money,” “Enchanted Isle,” 
“Holka Polka,” and “The Con- 
necticut Yankee.” 

Mack had been a member of 


SOLDIERS IN. GREASE PAINT 


In Memoriam 
1948 


| Elmer Baldus 

_ Billy Berry 

_ dean Blackburn 

_ Peanuts Bohn 
Norma Brown 
Kid Chapman 
Chandler Christy 
Joseph DeSantis 
Harold Diamond 
Ruth Donor 
Coburn Goodwin 
Ewen Hail 


Ed Hutchinson 


Adelaide Joy 


Charlie King 
Charlotte King 
George Krinog 
Emil Lennard 


Myles Lyons 


George Mack 
Maxine March 
Renee 

Ben Reuben 
Bob Ripa 

Roy Rognan 
Jack Ross 
Lionel Royce 
Al Sabath 

Val Salata 
Christine Street 
Tamara 

Kay Tyler 
Evelyn Wahl 
Vern Wahl 
William Joseph Walsh 
James Wilder 


Gay Young 





veteran | 


He retired 10 


he was with William | 


Strickland, died last Nov. 1. 





DR. NICHOLAS A. RUMANCEFF 
Dr. Nicholas A. Rumanceff, 73, 


atre, died at his home 
York, May 21. 


Moscow Imperial University and 
after practicing a few years made 


Theatre in 1902. 





and was instrumental in bringing 
the company to this country. 


Russian-born physician who in the 
1920s was active in the appear- 
ances here of the.Moscow Art The- | 
in New. 


The Lambs since 1910. His wife, 
known professionally as Mabel 


| He came to U. S. in 1922 when! 


Morris Gest arranged for the pres- 
|entation of the Moscow group. 
| His wife, the former Anastasia 
Rosova, died last year. A younger 
son, Aiexis, was killed in action 


on the Russo-German front in the} 


recent war. Another son, Ilya, 
lives in Moscow. 
JOHN KIRK 
John Kirk, 86, character actor 


who created the role of Judge 


| Al Kelly 


'Omar Gaffney in “Harvey,” died) 
|at his home in N. Y., May 23. 
He suffered a _ heart attack | 


i Thursday (20) but insisted upon go- | 


ing on 
been playing since 1944. 

Kirk was born in Wilmington, 
Del. He was on the stage for nearly 
half a century. With his wife, Fay 
Baker, he toured the vaudeville cir- 
cuits for many years. He also oper- 
ated and directed several stock 
!companies in which he also ap- 
peared. His companies were well- 
known in Kansas City, 
Minneapolis, Bridgeport, Winnipeg, 


peared on Broadway were “Sweet 
Charity,” “Run, Sheep, 
(Continued on page 50) 





* MARRIAGES 


: ~ Hippodrome (1) 27 
Rose Quirk to Nolan Willis, Hol- | Milton Berle 
lywood, May 22. She’s a secretary | 5\#7 [fisher 
* ? 1e Morrocans 
| at Enterprise; he’s a screen and | rhe Vikings 
| concert singer. j Nancy Donovan 
June Clipper to Grover C:| "zal (0 % 
Brown, Jr., Hollywood, May 24.|tuday Rich Ore 
Both are in Metro’s Production | ‘the choclate 
} The Choclateers 
| dept. State (1) 27-29 


Coco Young to Walter Rathbun, 
Montecito, Calif., May 15. She’s an 
'actress; he’s a strawhat producer. 
| Joan Miller to Peter Cotes, Lon- 
| don, May 19. Bride is an actress; 
| he’s a legit producer. 
| Beatrice Landeck to Herbert E. 
Marks, Great Neck, L. I., May 25. 
Bride’s a consultant in music edu- 
cation; he’s prexy of Edward B. 
Marks Music Corp., N. Y., and son 
of the late founder of company. 

Susan Shepard to Sidney Pier- 
mont, New Haven, May 22. He’s 
talent booker for the Loew circuit. 

Edna Benjamin to Norman Fres- 
cott, Miami Beach, May 21. He’s 
executive director of the Arena 
Managers Assn. and general man- 
ager of “Ice Capades”; bride is his 
assistant. 





BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Richard Vernon, 
daughter, Santa Monica, May 21. 
Father is producer of “Unafraid” 
for Harold Hecht’s Norma Pro- 
ductions. 

Mr. and Mrs. Milton Beecher, 
son, Hollywood, May 18. Father is 
assistant to Voldemar Vetluguin at 
Metro. 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert 
|Gredy, daughter, Arlington, Va., 
| May 19. Father is sales manager of 
| WTOP-CBS, Washington, D. C. 

Mr. and Mrs. Carl Stucke, daugh- 
ter, Hollywood, May 9. Father is 
a screen writer. ' 
| Mr. and Mrs. Carl Stacks, daugh- 
‘ter, recently, in Hollywood. 
_Father’s with Warners story de- 
partmenc. 
| Mr. and Mrs. Thurston Macauly, 
'son, recently, in Vienna. Father is 
| news head of the Army’s Blue 
| Danube network there. 
| Mr. and Mrs. Red Skelton, son, 
/Santa Monica, May 20. Father is 
‘the film and radio comedian. 





M. Me- |} 


Albany, | 


| 


Born in Moscow, he graduated | 
from the medical college of the | 


his debut with the Moscow Art! 


| Musie Hall 

Dr. Rumanceff became adminis- | 
trative director of the group and! 
chairman of the board of directors | 


Washington, D. C. and other cities. | 
Among the plays in which he ap-| 


Run,” | 


| 
| 





| Billy 


| Mr. and Mrs. Dick Stabile, son, | 


'Santa Monica, May 17. Father is a 
| bandleader. 

| Mr. and Mrs. Sam Roeca, son, 
| Hollywood, May 17. Father is a 


/sereen writer. 

| Mr. and Mrs. Jack London, 
daughter, New York, May 2. Father 
is with theatrical law firm of Jaffe 
|& Jaffe. 

| Mr. and Mrs. Joe Sinay, daugh- 
| ter, Hollywood, May 16. Father 
‘is a songwriter. 

Mr. and Mrs. Paul McNamara, 
'son, Hollywood, May 19. Father is 
‘head flack for Selznick Productions. 

Mr. and Mrs. Vance Schwartz, 
daughter, Kilgore, Texas, recently. 


theatre, Louisville, Ky. 
Mr. and Mrs. 


daughter, May 8, York. 


New 


Classics’ N. Y. exchange. 





Father is owner of the National | 


| 


Sidney Weiner, 


Father is office manager of Film) 


in the role which he has}: 


| The 








Variety Bills 


WEEK OF MAY 26 


whether full 


Numerals im connection with bills below indicate opening day of shaw 


or split week. 


Letter in parentheses indicates circuit: (1) Independent; (L) Loew; (M) Moss 
(P) Paramount; (KR) RKO; (S) Stoll; (W) Warner; (WR) Walter Reade : 








NEW YORK CITY 
Capitol (L) 27 
Xavier Cugat Ore 
Rose Murphy 
Harvey Stone 
(I) 2% 
Patricia Bowman 
Rudolf Kroeller 
Toni Grunschlag 


Robert Hayden 
Rudy Cardenas 
Rudellis 
Rockettes 
Corps de Ballet 
Glee Club 
Sym Ore 
Paramount (P) 26 | 
Buddy Moreno Bd | 
lHienny Youngman 
Wiere Bros 
Lina Romay 

Roxy (1) 26 
Ed Sullivan 
Evelyn Tyner 
Hollace Shaw 
Bob Evans 


A L Simpkins 
Strand (WW) 28 
Eddy Duchin Ore 
Artie Dann 
P Franks & Janyce 
BRONX 
Windsor (I) 28-30 
F Conville Coa 
Pat Rooney Jr 
Claire Sis 
Delmars 
BROOKLYN | 
Flatbush (1) 28-30 | 
York & Pierce 
Grace Drysdale 
The Delmartins 
Malone & Sharon 
QUEENS 
Jamaica (1) 26-29 
5 Dees 
Val Eddy 
Rollo & 
Barney Grant 
Ade Duval Co 
J & T Nip 
Jack Murray 
Louis & Chere 
Bernie Sloan 
ATLANTIC CITY 
Steel Pier (1) 29 
4 Fast Steppers 
>} Suns 
Buddy Lewis 
Vivian Blaine 
Paul Sydell 
BALTIMORE 


B Pickert 


Kolletté & Marie 
Betty 
Jack 
Jon 


Percy 
DeLeon 
Lee 
30-2 

Diamond 

Leighton 


Oramay 

Charles 

Ross & Dean 

R & I Drake 
CAMDEN 

Towers (I) 28-30 

Kim Yen Soo 

Doris Abbott 

Barton & Brady 

Bob Sydney 

4 Hearts 

CEDAR RAPIDS 

Param’t (I) 28-30 

Tex Williams Bd 

: CHICAGO 





State-Lake (P) 26 
Jane Powell 


Prof Backwards 
Fredarrys 
Oriental (1) 27 
Louis Jordan Tym 
Gene Sheldon 
2 Albins 
Shirley, 
Wanda 
Carl Sands Or 
Regal (PF) 28 
Mills Bros 
Ernie Fields Bd 
Beverly White 
Glenn & Jenkins 
Grayson 
CINCINNATI 
Albee (R) 27 
Vaughn Monroe O 
Dunhills 
Frankie Fontaine 
Blake 
Moonmaids 
DAVENPORT 
Capitol (P) 31-3 
Tex Williams Bd 
DETROIT 
Capite!l (P) 27 
Dise Jockey Show 
Elia Fitsgeraid 
Harmonieats 
Francis Craig Co 
Tue-Tones 
MIAMI 
Olympia (P) 26 
B & E Coll 
Dellan’s Felines 
W & G Ahern 
Little Jack Little 
Frank Marlowe 
NEWARK 
Adams (1) 28 


Sharon & 


Cece 


Vie Lombardo Ore 
Helene & Howard 
Nicola Peona 
Cornshucks 
Johnny Morgan 


PHILADELPHIA 
Carman (1) 27 
Jim Wong Trp 
Jack Marlin 
M Hendricks 
The Howells 
PLAINFIELD 
Oxford (WR) 1 
only 


Stagg McMann 3 
D Francisco Co 
Herman Hyde 
Hawkins & Starr 
Monty Wolfe 
READING 
Rajah (I) 28-29: 
Cariton & Del 
B Carlell & Rose 
George Freems 
M & L Ross 
(one to Il) 
ROCKFORD 
Palace (I) 28 
“Honeymoon Exp” 
Jack Jay 
Randy Brown 
rT & R Rio 
Ariel Lezellas 
Pamela & Louise 
Paul Walker Orc 
SPRINGFIELD 
Capitol (1) 27-30 
4 Fantinos 
Argo & Young 
Maude Hilton 
Hi Lo Jack 
Danny Chang 
Franklin Twins 
WASHINGTON 
Capitol (L) 27 
Arlene Barton 
Ross & Pierre 
Gaudsmith Bros 
Duanos 
Howard (I) 28 
Sweethearts Rhym 
Eerl Bostic 6 
Billy Daniels 
P Markham Co 
Jesse James 


Dame 


BRITAIN 


BIRMINGHAM 
Hippodrome (M) 24 
E Vicki & Sasha 
Appletons 
‘Tony Walsh 
lris Sadler 
Tommy Godfrey 
J Billings & Diana 
Joss Loss Bd 

BRIGHTON 
Hippodrome (M) 24 
Country Cousins 
Harry Lester Co 
Marie Lawton 
Chris Sands 
Bijou & Freda 
Konyot & Marion 

CARDIFF 

New (S) 24 
Trimler Show 
Tommy Trinder 
Banjou Bros & 

Juanita 
5 Orlanders 
Woods & Jarrett 
Bemand & Pigeons 
Jerry Allan 3 

CHISWICK 

New (S) 24 
Martha Raye 
Jackie Hunter 
Don Carlos 
Eltham & Sharpe 


Leonard Barr Co 
Olga Varona 
Dehl 3 
Lupe & Velez 
DERBY 
Grand (S) 24 
On With Modley 


Albert Modley 
J Curry Co ” 
West & 
Harmony Boys 
Balagner 
Lynda Ross 
Bert Lindon 
Tlighland Pipers 
Zis Angels 
Wonder Starlets 
EDINBURGH 
Empire (M) 24 
Dancing Years 
Harry Sinclair 
Nicolette Roeg 
FINSBURY PARK 
Empire (M) 24 
Thanks Memory 
G M Elliott 
Gertie Gitana 
Nellie Wallace 
Ella Shields 
Randolph Sutton 
vT O'Farrell 
Billy Danvers 
2 Towas 
Duonos 
GLASGOW 
Empire (M) 24 
Rartlett & Massey 
B Minevitech Co 
Red Fred & Rosa 
Ben Yost Co 
Chas Hague 





Arnaut Bros 
Jean Kennedy 


Lionel King 
HACKNEY 
Empire (8S) 24 
G & B Bernard 
M & H Nesbitt 
Ziska Co 
Frankie Higgins 
Ron Parry 
Jack Ledair 
Craig & Voyle 
E& M Harvey 


LEEDS 
Empire (M) 24 
Eva May Wong 
MacDon'd & Gah'm 
Albert Whelan 
Arnley & Gloria 
Alfred Thripp 
Janet Brown 
Rosinas 
Nelson Lloyd 
LIVERPOOL 
Empire (M) 24 
Society 4 
Scott Sanders 
Paul Wingate 
Grafton Sis & 
Jaeques 
Van Dock 
Ted Heath Ore 
LONDON 
Hippodrome (M) 24 
Vie Oliver 
Pat Kirkwood 
Fred Emney 
Melachrino Ore 
Marilyn Hightower 
Michael Bentine 
Julie Andrews 
Jean Garson 
Santigo Bd 
Palladium (M) 24 
Carman Miranda 
Jack Durant 
Buster Shaver Co 
Terry Thomas 
tilly Russell 
Edna S Brown 
Ricardo Co 
Mayette 
Il.a Petite Poupee 
Terri Carroll . 
Donald B Stuart 
MANCHESTER 
Hippodrome (S) 24 
Paradise Parade 
Dave Morris 
Albert Burdon 
Karina 
Tom & Moss 
Jill Summers 
NEWCASTLE 
Empire (M) 24 
Ta Ra Rah Boom 
Frankie Howard 


Adrienne & Leslie 
6 Rapids 
Morgen & Doris 


Irving & Girwood 
NOTTINGHAM 
Empire (M) 24 

Good Evans 

Norman Evans 

F & P King 

Radcliffe & Ray 

G Austin & Worth 


Marg’ite & Charles 
|Swan & Leigh 
| ae Girls 
| SHEPH’RDS BUSH 
i Empire (S) 24 
| Robb Wilton 
} Peter Cavangh 
Michael O'Duffy 
|} 6 Elwardos 
| Meribeth Old 
Voltaire 
} Tommy Jover 
| Raf & Fe 
| SUNDERLAND 
| Empire (M) 24 
Spivs & Drones 
Lotinga 
Aces 
romsons 
Caballeros 
icne’ Patton 
| Lewis King 
Hetty jrayne 
| 2 Sailors 


SWANSEA 

Empire (M) 24 
Get on With It 
N Mills & Bobbie 
Radio Ramblers 
Papino’s Circus 
J Lalo & Musette 
Carter & Duray 

Wolverhampton 
Hippodrome (M) 24 





Piccadilly Wayride 

Nat Jackley 

4 Hurricanes 

t Pagolas 

Marianne Lincoln 

Jack Francois 
woot! GREEN 
Kmpire (S) 24 

Merry Maes 

5S & M Harrison 

Moke & Poke 

Mr Lyons 

Bill Burke 

Vie Ray 3 

Inger 











Bagatelie 
Dorothy Ross 
Blue Angel 
Josephine Premice 
Lamouret 
Nan Wynn 
| Elis Larkin 3 
| Hial Cooke 
} Phil Gordon 
Bradley’s 
; Shiela Barrett 
ik Curbello Ore 
} Cafe James 
| Sonia Cortis 


| Dorothy Carless 
Cafe Society 
(Downtown) 
Timmie Rogers 
Mildred Bailey 
|}Gene Rodgers 
Cliff Jackson 
Edmund Hall Ore 
China Dol) 
Katharine Chang 
Jack Soo 
Laurie Long 
3 Cantons 
Matt Tuck 
Noro Morales 
J Frase 
(Copacabana 
Martin & Lewis 
Lisa Kirk 
Betty Bonnie 
Ward Donovan 
Ray Malone 
M Durso Ore 
Alvares Ore 
Diamond Horseshee 
|Mata & Hari 
Choral Octet 
li Sandler Ore 
Alverez Mera 
Juenger Ballet Line 
El Chico 
Fernanda Crespa 
Conde Luis 
Victoria Barcelo 
Rita & Rozino 
Los Panchos 
Encore 
Deep River Boys 
Pierre Cartier 
Mervyn Nelson 
Martha Short 
Cedric Wallace 8 
Abbey Albert 
Harem 
Ritz Bros 
Betty Reilly 
Laurette & Clymas 
Alexis Rotov 
Maxellos 
M = Leighton 
Blackman Ore 
4 Moroccans 
John Elliot 
Havana-Ma 
Calgary Bros 
Wm Boehn 
Doris Myrick 
Jose Duval 
W Hoveler Ders 
Ralph Font Ore 
Machito Ore 
Hotel Belm’t-Plaza 
Cross & Dunn 
Lioyd & Willis 
Eddie Stone Ore 
Machito Ore 
Hotel Biltmore 
Carlos Molina Ore 
Harold Nagel 
Hotel Commodore 
B Raeburn Ore 
Hotel Edison 
Alvy West Ore 
Buddy Greco 3 
No 1 Fifth Ave 
Tony Craig 
Shiedy & Goodman 
Hazel Webster 
Downey & Fonville 
Penthouse Club 
Maxine Sullivan 
Oscar Walzer 
George Kreisler ‘ 
Riviera 
Harry Richman 
Jan Murray 
Carel King 
Acromaniacs 


Blackhawk 
Gay Claridge Ore 
Thelma Gracen 
Sherman Bros 
Hotel Bilackstene 


tay Morton Ore 

Carl Brisson 
Hotel Bismark 

Billy Bishop Ore 

Alice Mann 

Flor'nce & Fred'rk 

Helsings 

Dick Gale 

| Marvin Himmel 

The Honeydream- 
ers (5) 

Bill Chandler Ore 

H Edgewater Beach 

Orrin Tucker Ore 

G Ray Terrill 

Johnson & Owen 
Piroska 

| Duray Sis 

Dorothy Hild 
Dancers (12) 





| | Cabaret Bills. 











NEW YORK CITY 


Tony 
Joey 


Lavaar 
Gilbert 
Toni Kelly 
Donn Arden Line 
Ruban Blev 
Patricia Bright 
King Odum 4 
Muriel Gaines 
Delora Bueno 
Normann Paris 8 
Julius Monk 
Hotel Astor 
C Cavallaro Ore 
Lenny Herman Ore 
Hotel New Yorker 
Ray Eberle Ore 
Ice Revue 
Muriel Pack 
Hotel Pennsylvania 
Larry Clinton Ore 
Hotel Pierre 
Maurice & Maryea 
Yost Colleens 
Van Smith Ore 
Chas Reader Ore 
Hotel Roosevelt 
Lawrence Welk Ore 
Hot St Moritz 
Menconi Ore 
Betty George 
Hotel St Regis 
Hial Saunders Ore 
I’rances Maddux 
Laszlo & Pepite 
Milt Shaw Ore 
Pepito Arveilo Ore 
Ilotel Savoy Plaza 
Johnny Thompson 
S St Clair 
Irving Conn Ore 
Hotel Taft 
Vincent Lopez Ore 
Charlie Drew 
Hotel Warwick 
Alan McPaige 3 
leeland 
Harry Rose 
Ben Ribble Ore 
Jack Ripley Line 
Latin Quarter 
Joey Adams 
Mark Plant 
Tony Canzoneri 
Nicholas Bros 
Anne Russell 
Patricia Adair 
Andrea Ders 
M Fricheite 
Pupi Campo Ore 
Bon Vivants 
Vincent Travers O 
Le Directoire 
Kay Thompson 
Williams Bros 


/Ted Straeter Ore 


Gao Ore 
Leon 


& 
Eddie Davis 
Art Waner Ore 
Sherry Britton 
Boyd Heath 
Rita Mayo 
Beverly Becker 
Wills Sis 
Shepard Line 
Old Rouma 
Sadie Banks 
Bella Smaro 
Joe LaPorte Ore 
D’Aquiia Ore 
Versailles 
Suzy Solidar 
Bob Grant Ore 
Panchito Ore 
Village Bare 
Piute Pete 
Doris Faye 
Bourbon &. Bain 
Populaires 
Bill Michaels 
Melody Riders 
Village Vanguard 
Louise Howard 
Ram, Ramirez 
Jay Marshall 
Melrose Colbert 


Donald Richards 
D’Angelo & Vanya 


«j Emil Coleman Ore 


Mischa Borr Ore 


CHICAGO 


Miriam Fedele 
Chez Puree 

Marty Gould Ore 

Willie Shore 

Leo Diamond 

The DiGatanos 

Moore & Lessy 

Don Chiesta Ore 

Dorben Ders (12) 

(12) 

Hotel Sherman 
Jazz Philh’m'ie O 
Helen Humes 
Carl Marx 

Hotei Stevens 
Chuck Foster Ore 
Rudy Richards 
The Prestons (2) 
Jean Arlen 
Marian Spelman 
Manret Del Tors 
Manuel Rebhfield 
Skating Blvdears 

Palmer House 
Fildegarde 





Eddie Oliver Ore 








Dick Haymes has been set for 
/one week at the Oriental theatre, 


' Chicago, starting July 22. He fol- 
‘lows with the Roxy theatre, N. ¥. 
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Wednesday, May 26, 1948 





Strand, N. Y. 
Eddy Duchin Orch (15) 
ert Keever; Artie Dann, Perry! 
dl & Janice; “Silver River” | 
(WB), reviewed in Variety May | 
5, °48. 
| 


with 





Eddy Duchin’s seven-year ab 
sence from Broadway makes him } 
virtwally a new personality to band 
circles. Between his appearances | 


an entirely new generation of | 
show-shoppers has appeared on the | 
scene. It’s a generation that’s been | 
weaned on swooners and swing | 
bands. But, at the present time | 
indications point to a return of | 
musical orthodoxy with a dash of 
sweetness. 


Duchin, consequently, returns at 
a time when the music he dished 
out prewar is on the upbeat. It’s 
almost as if he’s never been away. 

His music is in an uptodate | 
idiom. With his instrumentation of 
five reed;, six brass, four rhythms, 
including a piano in addition to 
the keyboard that Duchin fingers, | 
he produces careful, workmanlike | 
arrangements that generate hearty 
hands. However, the excellence of | 
the band, in Duchin’s instance, is a 
sccondary consideration. The mae- 
stro’s digital dexterity is the major 
item. 


Juchin’s keyboarding has been 
kept in trim and before the public 
ear with his stint on the Kraft 
Music Hall. For his Strand assign- 
ment he’s seleeted a tune grouping 
which makes full use of his brand 
of colorful and frequently excit- 
ing piano virtuosity. Pieces such 
as “18th Century Drawing Room” 
and “Embraceable You” indicate 
that the 88ing which made him | 
a carriage-trade fave some years 
back is still very much in evi-| 
dence today. His efforts rate— 
and get—salvos. 


Duchin is handling the introduc- 
tions of his own numbers and the 
other acts with a fanfare that's a/ 
litthe unusual in these times of | 
minimum maestro gab. But Duch- 
in’s introductory mannerisms if 
toned down would most likely hurt 
the overall impression. It’s a band 
built around a personality and any 
dimunition in Duchin’s demeanor 
would take away from the essentéal 
color of the proceedings. 


Jeri Keever, the band vocalist, 
is a looker and does well. Her | 


“Mama Says No” and “You Go | 








to My Head” make for hearty 
mitts. 
Surrounding show includes 


Perry Franks and Janice, a tap 
team, moving over from the Hotel 
Belniont-Plaza’s Glass Hat to pro- 
vide a fast turn with ballet under- 
tones. They earn warm pound- 
ings. Artie Dann makes his im- 
ag on the crowd with comedy 
uilt around his king-size schnoz. 
He's assuming the stature of a 
fave at this house with his fre- 
quent appearances here. It’s not 
an essentially clever or witty turn, 
but Dann knows how to work on 
audience. Jose. 


| Grunschlag, Rudy Cardenas, The 


| longhair. 


‘to still hold the customers in awe. 


‘start with the symph orch’s rendi- 


| Cardenas delivers a 


show. With some sharpening up, 
material and general pacing would 
be a natural on any layout. A per- 
fect clincher here when caught. 
Biz very good. Burm, 


Musie Hall. N. Y. 
Leon Leonidoff production of 
“On the Beam,” with Patricia 
Bowman, Rudolf Kroeller, Toni 


Rudells (3), Glee Club, Corps de 
Ballet, Rockettes, Symphony Orch 
conducted by Alexander Smallens; 
settings, Bruno Maine; choreogra- 
phy, Florence Rogge and Gene 
Snyder; lighting, Eugene Braun; 
“The Pirate” (M-G). reviewed tm 
Variety, March 31, 48. 





Music Halls stage presentation 
is a neat mix of straight vaude and 
Most unusual aspect of 
this layout is its relative simplicity 
and speed, which makes for a wel- 
come switch from the more pon- 
derous shows in this house. And 
there’s enough eyefilling produc- 
tion values in the costuming, etc., 


Show moves away to a flying 


tion of Khachaturian’s ballet, 
“Gayne,” with all the glossy in- 
strumentation this music demands. 
There’s a slight letdown in pace 
in the ballet corps’ presentation of 
“Candlelight,” to Chopin’s music, 
but it’s classical stuff that’s made 
highly palatable for the masses. 
Prima danseuse Patricia Bowman, 
assisted by Rudolf Kroeller and 
Toni Grunschlag spotlighted as 
piano soloist, expertly execute the 
flowing choreography. 

Against a beergarden set, Rudy 
spectacular 
display of juggling. Using a thin 
stick and rubber ball, Cardenas 
runs through a tough routine of 
acrobatic balancing of the two ele- 
ments. 

The glee club’s stint with the) 
“Rhine Garden Serenaders” num- 
ber is a witty musical interlude of 
vocal imitations of band “instru- 
ments that provide the only laughs 
in this bill. Only other act besides 
Cardenas is the Rudells in their 
trampoline antics. This item is 
paced for sock results with each 
member of the trio taking his turn 
in a fast runoff of tumbling. 

The Rockettes wind up the 
bill with a familiar display of 
their precision terping. As part 
of. an extravaganza number spotted 
on a musical comedy set in Hol- 
lywood, the line is backed up by 
the glee club in a boy-meets-girl 
routine. This number is par for 
the Music Hall’s standard for 
spectaculars. Herm. 


Apelle. N. Y. 


’ Cat Anderson Orch (13) with 
Lucy Elliott; Josephine Premice, 
Emerald Sisters (2), Earl & 
Frances, Sybil Lewis, Pigmeat 
Markham, John Bunn; “Docks of 
New Orteans” (Mono). 











e, Bahe. 
Baltimore, May 23. 

“Radio Stars on Parade” with 
Marvin Ellin, Henry Hickman, Al 
Ross, Eddie Fenton, Al Stevens 
Slim Stuart, Joe & Loe, Johnny 
Faust Marionets, Terry Grue, Me- 
tronones (3),.Jo Lombardi house 
orch (12); “Adventures of Casa- 
nova” (E-L). 

Combination of local disk jocks, 
quiz operators and local sight tal- 
ent has been nicely combined for 
entertainment and healthy reac- 
tion at the wickets. Layout is em- 
ceed by Al Ross, of WBAL, who 
brings on his rival station com- 
petitors and their talent selections 
quite pleasingly. 

Slim Stuart, cowboy singer, ac- 
com himself on i 
for vocals of “Rose of San An- 
tone,” “Wait For Me,” and a 
strong closing bit of yodeling 
which makes way for Eddie Fen- 
ton, WCBM sports announcer, with 
dramatic description of Babe 
Ruth calling his World Series 
homerun clout in the memorable 
Chicago game. Supplies good 
change of pace and just ri for 
Johnny Faust’s manipulation of 
marionets in an “Alice in Wonder- 
land” sequence next, complete 
with dialog, commercial and all. 


Marvi: Ellin, whose platter spin- 
ning on WCAO has brought out a 
nztional release of Ben Selvin’s 
oldie, “You Darlin’,” brings on 
Terry Grew for a well-sold series 
of vocals, including “Best Things | 
in Life,” “Nature Boy” and a sweet | 
and swing working out of “Darlin’.” | 
Al Stevens, WITH waker-upper, is | 
next with a reprise of his tele-| 
phone giveaway, and a good intro 
for the Metronones to close. In-| 
strumental trio of nice-appearing | 
lads playing a vibraharp, guitar | 
and bass, swing out brightly on. 
their instruments and pitch in with | 
telling vocals by lass playing mem- | 
ber which could be developed into 
major importance. Boys have ap-. 
peared on the Arthur Godfrey 


With seasonal diminishing re- 
turns prevailing at the Apollo, 
Harlem, boxoffice, it has one of its 
less exp -nsive items. Nonetheless, 


, it’s a well-built show that plays 


on an even keel with all compo 
nents showing up nicely. 

The musical backbone is by the 
Cat Anderson band with an instru- 
mentation of five sax, an 
amount of brass and three rhythms. 
It’s an energetic crew proficient 
in the raw musical meat that’s 
liked by the Apollo patronage, and 
also shews up well in the slower 
compositions. An example of its 
ability in the latter department is 
seen with the rendition of Ander- 
son’s composition, “Sundown at 
Moneika,” which Duke Ellington 
played at a Carnegie concert some- 


the guitar | time ago. It’s a rich piece of musi- 


cal 
and 


n that’s given a warm 
1 rendition. 

Anderson plays a showy trumpet 
and displays his ability to hit and 
sustain notes generally taken by 
the clarinet. His vocalist, Lucy El- 
liot, makes a fairish impression 
with “Don’t Stand a Ghost of a 
Chance” and “Bamalama.” 


Other item of instrumental in- 
terest is Paul Gayten and Trio 
(New Acts) which shows its abil- 
ity to generate excitement. 


_In the act sector, the Emerald 
sisters, sole ofay turn on an other- 
wise all-sepia layout, make a deep 
indent on the audience with their 
aero-knockabouts, while Earl and 
Frances get off to a good mitt with 
an energetic dance turn. 


_ Josephine Premice, no stranger 
in legit and cafes, gets across some 
personable calypsos. Accompanied 
by a bongo player, she does the 
tropical tunes “Mothers of Now- 
a-Days” and “It Ain’t a Sin in 
Trinidad” to earn encores. 

The comedy sketch this week is 
by Sybil Lewis, Pigmeat Markham 
and John Bunn. As is usual at 
this house when the sketch is per- 
formed, laughter reaches a hysteri- 
cal level. Jose. 





Parameunt, N.Y. 
Buddy Mereno Orch (14) with 
Perry Mitchell, Wiere Bros. (3), 
Lina Romay, Henny Youngman; 
“The Sainted Sisters’ (Par), re- 
viewed in Variety March 10, '48. 





The Paramount has a neatly va- 
ried assortment of talent on the 
current show, with Henny Young- 
man and the Wiere Bros. (3) for 
the comedy and Lina Romay for 
the s.a. Buddy Moreno is the band. 
The house has done better, though 
there’s no doubt the overall bill 
has its audience values. 


Youngman has a casual manner 
that ean click either in a theatre 
or a cafe, but what he must watch 
particularly in a stage-presentation 
house is his tendency to lose his 
punchlines because of the speed 
with which he projects them. The 
intimacy of a cafe doesn't permit | 
that to be so apparent. 

He draws plenty of laughs, es- 
pecially with that opening bit, in 
which he comes out in attire to 
match the number, “Nature Boy.” 
He doesn’t have to do a thing for 
several moments because of the 
natural laughs that his mere ap- 
pearance invokes. Then into his 
regular act of gags, all sparked 
especially by his delivery. 

Miss Romay, of course, leans to- 
wards the Latin tunes. With her 
looks and classy chassis—which 
are emphasized by tasteful gown- 
ing—she can sell on the basis of 
those requisites alone. But she has 
a flair for projecting aside from 
that, giving the show a distinct 
class. 

The Wieres are not nearly as 
funny as they’ve appeared in the 
past. They waste too much time 
early in the turn on little bits of 
business that just don’t go over. 
They come out first as “concert 
violinists,” going through some mo- 
ments of stuff that only emphasize 
their lack of good material, though 


| they have a nice-enough comedy 


manner. They get off okay on the 
novelty hoofing and the attendant 
comedy business. 

Moreno’s band has little to do 
on its own, and what litile it has 
only serves to build the leader’s 
personality. Unit is composed of 
five brass, four rhythm and five 
reeds. Moreno is what may be 
termed a “cute” personality, with 
his vocaling being an amiable, 
goodlooking front with a neat stage 


Mitchell, pleasant enough without 
having a chance to show much. 
Kahn. 


Oriental, Chi 
Chicago, May 20. 

Horace Heidt Orch (13) with 
Dick Contino, Harold Parr, Rich- 
ard Melari, Patti O’Hara, Harold 
Peck, Tiny Hutton, the Camerotas 
(3), Jerry Rothaus, Halyard Pat- 
terson, Stanley Morris, Devvy Dav- 
enport and Pat Theriault; “The 
Crimson Key” (20th). 


Horace Heidt has packed a lot 
of entertainment into his package 
of newcomers and he’s also 








a lot of newcomers into this pack- 
age. Bill runs 70 minutes with no 
sag throughout and plenty salvos 
from the audience. 


Show opens with Heidt singing 
“Green Grass Grew All Around,” 


cued to 

leads off the newie lineup with 
standard tap terps. Tiny Hutton 
clowns “Too Fat Polka” for okay 
returns, followed. by an effective 

— voeal of “Now Is _ the 
our.” 


Banjoist Pat Theriault draws 
ample applause with orthodox and 
behind-the-plate plun . Patti 
O’Hara’s f. chanting “Dance 
With Me” sets up a terp a 
in which three couples, including 
Heidt and his wife, spin out polkas. 
Session is topped off by Peck’s jit- 
bug routine with an eyeable arm- 
ful, Devvy Davenport. 

Richard *s vocal carbons 
of Vaughn Monroe, Al Jolson, and 
the two Frankies, Laine and Si- 
natra, are first-rate, along with his 
whistling a la Elmo Tanner. Jerry 
Rothaus, after a do-or-die intro, 
hammers the vibes and xylophone, 
then goes on & drurmstick tour 
around the railing of the pit. Back 
on stage, he raps the 88 and banjo 
without a break in rhythm and 
winds up at the drums for sock 
returns. 


Trumpet section (3) triple 
tongues through “Bells of St. 
Mary’s,” while Heidt fronts at 


piano. Halyard Patterson, in tails 
for his keyboard go, seques from 
classics to boogie for prime re- 
sponse. Dick Contino uses mucho 
body English in socking over ac- 
cordion solos, with best hands 
drawn by “Bumble Boogie” and 
“Sabre Dance.” 

Production number brings on 
the whole lineup for rhymed com- 
ment on presidential politics, with 
Pres. Truman, Eisenhower, John 
L. Lewis and others portrayed for 
yocks. Ernie Camerota, pre-kinder- 





garten moppet, buzzes a _ kazoo- 


presence. The girl singer is Perry | 
BARTON BROS. (3) 
| Comedy 


while sidemen pop up with props 


New 


SUZY SOLIDOR 

Sengs 

18 Mins. 

Versailles, N. Y. 

Since a Variety mugg’s knowl- 
edge of French is usually limited 
to Willie Howard’s French profes- 
sor routine, it must be said, at the 
outset, that there won't be any 
criticism of Suzy Solidor’s French. 
Miss Solidor, however, in her 
American debut, does awaken in 
one the feeling that knowledge of 
the language would make one more 
fully appreeiative of the songs she 
does. 

Lucienne Boyer, Edith Piaf, 
Trenet, Sablon—and Chevalier, of 
course—have the innate quality of 
projecting their “messages” in 
French without one feeling too 
consciously in need of knowing the 
language. Miss Solidor, perhaps, 
is still feeling her way. But while 
she may be a fave with the interna- 
tional set, namely those who have 
frequented her La Vie Parisienne 
in Paris, she will have to expand 
her repertory and general overall 
selling tactics to make a go of it 
in the U. S. 


For one thing, when caught, she 
was leaning towards French love 
songs, and she doesn't leok the 
type. She has an unattractive, 
blond, almost masculine looking 
coif, and, when caught, wore an 
equally unattractive gown. And 
her numbers are sung in a monot- 
onous throaty voice, and her move- 
ments lack the grace one would 
associate with such songs. She 
very importantly requires a Con- 
tinental audience background to 
feel in her metier—but how many 
of these are there now in New 
York, especially at a time when 
Paris is once more calling for the 
annual hegira of the American and 
South American set? 


To set herself, Miss Solidor 
opens with “Amor,” and even 
though it’s in French, it’s still a 
too-old tune with which to start 
any repertoire. Then a series of 
love tunes, plus a saga of a rat 
family, and ending with “Anniver- 
sary Song.” 

Miss Solidor haltingly reads her 
song imtreductions im phonetic 
English; otherwise she knows no 
English. 


18 Mins. 
Chanticleer, Balto. ‘ 

Long identified with borscht belt 
bistros, foreign language airings 
and Yiddish recordings of “Joe 
and Paul” and “Cockeye Jenny,” 
big selling platters of obviously 
blue stuff, this trio has enough 
talent and material to step out of 
this limited background and give 
a real lift to any doings and make 
it count at the wicket. 


Caught here, they pack a solid 
sesh of laugh-getting comedy 


without overty resorting to the 
vernacular which brought them 
their original billing stature and 
then only to get off after repeated 


Acts 


bends and shouted requests give 
out with a limited version of the 
“Joe and Paul” ditty. The rest is 
smart showmanship and swift 
-,. Bits include an im. 
ression of Durante which grows 
nto an all-inclusive setto with 
everyone sporting a schnoz includ. 
ing the band and the washroom 
attendant as well—very funny 
business; a Mexicali working out 
of “Ariba;” a cowboy number; an- 
impression of the Ink Spots and a 
closing sesh of burlesque wrapped 
around a football theme, al! sure. 
fire and all timed for maximum 
returns. Boys can handle a vocal 
step a bit and get the feel of an 
audience. Burm. 


PAUL GAYTEN & TRIO 
With Annie Laurie 
Instrumental 

14 Mins. 

Apolle, N. Y. 


Paul Gayten and Ti‘, with an 
instrumentation of piano, drums, 
guitar and bass, present a well- 
balanced and integrated series of 
jive, colorfully rendered with ex- 
cellent musicianship. Colored 
group is lead by Gayten at the 
piano, who also knows his way 
around a song. 

Group has already made a splash 
with its De Luxe _ recordings, 
“True” being one of their major 
numbers. 

Combo has a neat way of play- 
ing with a melody in a manner that 
permits them a wide range of im- 
agination and _  subtiety. Annie 
Laurie, the femme vocalist, is 
strong in the blues dept. and 
similarly shows up well in ballad 
treatment. 

As a theatre act, however, they 
sfill have to build in manner of 
presentation. Their offerings so 
far are for the jive afficionados, 
and lack the visual attributes that 
would make them an ace theatre 
bet. At their present develop- 
ment, they’re good for lounges and 
intimeries. Jose. 


LYNNE JAMES 
Song Quiz 

20 Mins. 

Town House, N. Y. 


Lynne James, a willowy femme 
pianist, has evolved a novel musi- 
tal contest for patrons of this 
hostelry’s Library Lounge with a 
bottle of champagne the payoff 
for the right song title answers. 
She forms her questions from 
scores of categories such as rivers, 
pronouns, etc. Idea is cleverly 
worked out and audience compe- 
tition is further pointed up by the 
gal’s disarming informality. 

Miss James’ personal touch, in 
effect, converts the quiz into a par- 
lor game which fits in ideally with 
the intimate confines of the room. 
Her copyrighted contest, with a 
little more window dressing, is a 
likely prospect for radio and, of 
course, is solid material for other 
intime spots. When not seeking 
the name of “that song,” she deftly 





results. You r’s 


with “Nature Boy” and “Ave Ma- 
ria.” Session ends with 
living trademark of Philip Morris, 
sponsor of Heidt’s air show, piping 
his familiar ciggie call. 

_ Heidt’s informal introes and his 
general attitude of let’s-help-these- 
kids-make-good creates an aud- 
performer rapport that - miss. 

axt. 


Olympia. Miami 
Miami, May 22. 

Clark Dennis, Think-A-Drink 
Hoffman, Sid Stone, Lady Francis, 
Mage & Carr, House Orch (13); 
“Good News” (M-G). 

Diversified layout makes for a 
ni-ely turned sesh of variety. Clark 
Dennis, in topliner spot, scores 
with easy approach to the aud, 
plus high-ranging vocalisties in a 
‘manner which gets top reaction. 
}He blends oldies and newies with 
equally good. effect. There's 
“Linger Awhile” and his record- 
i J hit, “Peg O’ My Heart” to pro- 
voke salvos, plus his other disk- 
ings, to click with the stubholders. 

In the next to top slot, Think-A- 
Drink Hoffman also scores with 
his standard glibness in the drink- 
mixing with aud participation de- 





Emcee spot is held by a femme, 
Lady Francis, and in own spot of- 
fers legerdemain tricks that baffle 
and bring happy returns. Approach 
and handling of routines are in 





smart bracket to build nicely. 


trumpet to his father’s -guitar and 
mother’s accordion for ea 


“Manana’” nets prolonged applause. 

Stanley Morris trombones ir 
good form, but “Second Hungarian 
Rhapsody” isn’t the best choice for 
this instrument. Harold Parr, blind 
singer, led on by a femme, scores 


Johnny, 


partment off to heavy returns. | 





fingers the 88 from Bach to 
boogie-woogie. Gilb. 
Notably sock is her work with 


ciggies and lighted 

Openers are Mage and Carr, 
with a blend of tapstering and 
songs. Femme vocalizes to male's 
tappings to set a slick pace. Sid 
Stone makes for a groovy comedy- 
patter spot. handling of 
lines as set to the glib hucksters 
(burly) routine gets them. The 
barker routine is, of course, sapo- 
lioed for family vauders, but still 
— the more potent laugh get- 
ers. 

Les Rhode is on vacash, but 
orch handles the backgrounding in 
good fashion. Lary. 


State-Lake. Chi 


Chicago, May 21. 
Sammy Kaye’s Orch (16) with 
Don Cornell, Laura Leslie and 
Dick Edwards; Cy Reeves, Olsen & 
Joy; “Caged Fury” (Par). 


For years Sammy Kaye has 
proved that swing and sway can 
pay to play. Maestro garbs good 
musicianship with an easy-going 
style that sells to all except hep 
sters and classicists. And neither 
is good for steady wicket turning. 

Orch tees off with a rousing 8° 
at “I'll Dance At Your Wedding, 
with eight sidemen chanting the 
chorus. Dick Edwards, after a local 
boy intro, turns in two vocals for 
‘okay response. Olsen & Joy are 
pert in acro-comic terping as frisky 
sailor and brief-skirted mam’selle. 
Sailor, in best bit, lights his cig 
via a match wedged in his shoe 
and hoisted over his shoulder. 

Laura Leslie’s arch advice 
chirping “What Every Young Gi 
Should Know” is well reward . 
|Orch’s go at “Too Fat Polka’ SPO" 
‘lights expert tenor saxing ™ 
Chubby Silvers, followed by clow® 
\ (Continued on page 54) 
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Wednesday, May 26, 1948 


VARIETY 








~ Drama Critics’ Selections 


ion of choices of the N. Y. 
critics for the various “bests 


drama . 
a the 1947-45 see, a Featured 


Best Perform in a Straight Play 
ot Steretiy ccommand Deci- 


“ . r- 
ee. 
whe (‘Mr. Roberts”)... 1 
David y nea (“Streetcar’’).... 1 


Performance by a Featured | 


er Starred Actress in a Straight 


om Medea”) 10 
h Anderson (* ea”)... 
cern Tandy (“Streetcar”)..... 2 
pest Male Performance in a Musical 
Hartman (“Angel in Wings”) 3 
McCauley ("High Button 


a 


Green (D’Oyly Carte)... 2 


3 


i Jo Mielziner (“Streetcar”)... 
2; Leo Kerz (“Antony”)... 


John Sylvester (“Danny Larkin”) 1 


David Wayne (“Mr. Roberts”)... 1! 
Robert Lenn (“Willie Weeper”). 1 


Y 
June Lockhart (“For Love”).... 
Kim Hunter (“Streetcar”)...... 1 


Catherine Ayers (“Long Way”)... 1 
Joan Tetzel (“Strange Bedfel- 


TN 88, UL EL os ans omy 1 
Best Director 
Joshua Logan (“Mr. Roberts’) 612 
Elia Kazan (“Streetcar”)... .. 54 
Best Dance-Director or 
Chereegrapher 
Jerome Robbins (“High Button 
Og ee 


Helen Tamiris (“Inside USA”).. 
Agnes De Mille (“Allegro”).... 
Best Scene Designer 





mm oot) 


Nw 


Meg Mund Prostitu . 5 
- ws vaca 

eg y ¢ 2| set to make Michael Myerberg, 

rae Lazer (“Me & Molly”). .... 1\N. Y. legit producer, give security 


London Levies on ‘Lute’ 
For Myerberg ‘Skin’ Claim 


London, May 21. 
On the application of Gwen 
| Mannering, a London actress, to 
the Court of Appeal, an order was 


for the costs of his appeal, $1,400. 
, Myerberg failed to comply and his 
| appeal has been dismissed, with 
, Costs to Gwen Mannering. 

| In the course of levying execu- 
tion ef the judgment which she ob- 
‘tained against Myerberg last No- 
| vember for $7,000 plus costs, for 
| breach of contract re the British 
rights of “The Skin of Our Teeth,” 
a receiver has been appointed by 
the court which has taken posses- 
sion of, and will offer for sale, the 
complete production of “The Lute 
Song’ which Myerberg has stored 
here. Miss Mannering claimed 











Mayor O'Dwyer Confers with Sho 
On Plans for N.Y.’s 50th Anni F 

ans for N.¥.s efe 

| Mayor O'Dwyer, a large delegation 

of showmen confabbed with the 

SHOWS 16G PROFIT t"« theatre’s participation in this 

| summer’s 50th anniversary celebra- 

ment of the N. Y. City Center of | oughs into the city ef Greater New 
music and drama, for the fiscal | York 

profit organization, which operates | will be in Grand Central Palace, 

the city-owned theatre and build-'| but it is up to show business to 

ris, who announced the first suc-!sentation there or elsewhere. Pic- 

| cessful season, did not state, how- | tures and legit are expected to 

| last vear, apparently even after the | A committee was named to map 

musicians union donated $10.000 to | Show biz participation. 


LEGITIMATE 49 

| + At the invitation of New York's 
N. Y. CITY CENTER ‘Mayor last Wednesday (19) about 

According to the annual state- tion of the merger of its five bor- 
year that ended in April the non-{ Most of the celebration activities 
ing, made $16,000. Newbold Mor- | formulate its own plans for repre- 
ever, that there was a deficit from | finance their part of the jubilee. 
the Center in consideration of the 


Burns (“Manhattan”)..... 1| Ralph Alswang (“Strange . 
—, Femme a in a MD eect statin te 2 oo 1 
Musica’ i Best Compeser 
Beatrice Lillie (“Inside USA"). 7) Jerome Moross (“Ballads”)... 3 
Grace Hartman (“Angel in | Arthur Schwartz (“Inside USA”) 2/| 
Wings”) ...----..--.--2----. 2/ Richard Lewine (“Make Mine 


Manhattan”) 


originally that Myerberg promised n ° : re 
her the London preduction of — oS on meee 


| “Skin,” then gave it to et Center lost $30,000 during 1947- 
'48 with its grand opera and 
| symphony seasons, the red being 
about equally split between the.two 


| Olivier. 





One idea mulled is the presenta- 
tion of plays in the open, calling 
for the formation of half-a-dozen 
_companies for performances in the 
public parks. Similar performances 
; are not infrequent abroad but are 
| Only occasional over here, at least 


(“Hi Button 
Nanette | Fabray gh . 


Ghoes”) .....--+-++--+----- P 
Betty tt (“Davey Crockett’) 1 
oa by an Actor in a 


1 

Carl Sigman (“Angel in Wings”) 1 

Richard Rodgers ‘“Allegro’’).... 1 
Best Lyricist 





Webster's Bard 


projects. Last fall it made $7,500 | in the metropolitan area. Open-air 
with the repertory company, whieh | drama was given during the Fed- 
is currently repeating and which,/eral Theatre Project regime, ad- 


formance 
Oe crorting Cast (Straight Play 
or Musical’) 
ar] Malden (“Streetcar”). 
ot Whitmore (“Command 
a) 


John Latouche (“Ballads”) 
4|Arnold Horwitt (“Make 
| Manhattan”) ree et 
-_. g| Howard Dietz (“Inside USA”) 
“ verts”) .. 2| Bob Hilliard (“Angel in Wings”) 
Mari ——. = Facer 2 | Oscar Hammerstein (“Allegro”) 
Lou Gilbert (“Hope’s Thing”)... | Best Librettist 


Mine 


“ee NN 


David (“Make Mine Man- | John Latouche (‘Ballads’) ean ae 
eter FBR pre 1,Stephen Longstreet (“High But- 
ton Shoes”)....... 1 


it’s indicated, will about break 
even. Troupe is expected to be re- 
|}peated seasonally. Statement de- 
|tails a profit frem other income of 





| 9e000. 
F L T The combined item _ includes 
Or ong our | Suarantees from attractions booked 





jinto the Center, including the Bal- | 


|mission being free, the Govern- 
| ment paying the costs. Miniature 
| Stages were used and shows were 
| given in the five boroughs, ail 
}seenery, costumes ard lighting 
|apparatus being transported by 
| trucks. 

With light steel supports, such 
}as used for parade-viewing stands, 














imore (“You Never Can ; PR. 
= ' a ee | Oscar Hammerstein (‘Allegro’). 1 


CE ee ac 4 o winihwders 
Best Performance by an Actress in 
a Supporting Cast (Straight 
Play or Musical) 

Kim Hunter (“Streetcar”). . 3 
Ethel Griffes (“Druid Circl@’).. 2 
Mildred Wail (“Hallams”).. . 1 
Catherine Ayers (“Long Way”). | 

Linley (“Heiress”)........ 1 

Tandy (“Streetcar”)..... 1 

Betty Abbott (“Davey Crockett”) 1 

Mildred Smith (“Long Way”)... 1 

Florence Reed (““Medea”)....... 1 
Most Promising Young Actor 


Marion Brando (Streetcar”’).... 5 
James Whitmore (“Command 
ES La a 3 


| Jerome Lawrence-Robert E. Lee 
(“Look, Ma’’).. 


iwhich a top of $3 was permitted. | it is thought that open-air theatres 
jbooked for the Shakespearean | 41 other shows limited to $2.40.| would be practical. Such plans, 


troupe to be sent out in the fall | which is the Center's established | however, would be subject to okay 


si ‘ew Playwright |>y Margaret Webster for perform- top price. Profitable” income, too, | by Robert Moses, commissioner of 
Most Promising New Playwrig | was derived from office rentals in | parks. Admission of $1.20 top would 
|the building, which is the former | be charged, and it’s claimed that 


William W. Haines (“Command ances in college and high school 


|_ Decision”) ..........-...---. 5) auditoriums. It’s the first profes- 
| ee ~ vie ” ees 4 | Sional attraction to be designed for 


Thomas Heggen (“Mr. Roberts’’) 2 student audiences only and is in 


Most New Director 


Premising 
Mary Hunter (“Respectful Pros- 
titute’’) 
|Joseph Kramm 
yi. lg 


‘mm (“Hope’s the 
John O'Shaughnessy (“Command 


| 

{ 

| Decision’ ae? ; 
Jules Dassin (“Joy to the World”) 1 





| 





Anderson, Kelly ‘Bests’ 


Continued from page 1 


relatively few big emotional parts 
in heavy dramas. As usual, the 
etitics gave the nod in nearly all 
cases to work in hit shows. Since 
Vanizry began the poll in the 1938- 
$9 season, there have been few per- 
formances cited in unsuccessful 


The only tie in this year’s selec- 
|. was for the best male per- 
in a musical, with Paul 
(“Angel in the Wings”) 
Jack McCauley (“High Button 
sharing top position and 
Green (D’Oyly Carte Opera 
Co.) a step behind. Beatrice Lillie 
ked off with the honors for best 
performance in a musical, 

"an seven votes in her handbag. 


«Marl Malden (“Streetcar Named 
Desire”) was picked as giving the 
best performance by an actor in a 
aris cast (both straight plays 
Musicals) and Kim Hunter 
(same show) was named for best 
Performance by a femme in a sup- 
cast. Marlon Brando ‘also 
) was voted the most 
young actor of the sea- 
Meg Mundy (“Respectful 
”) rated the most promis- 
young actress. Last two were 
strong choices in their categories. 
Logan Neses Out Kazan 
Joshua Logan (‘Mister Rob- 
erts”) edged 
(“Streetcar”) for the best directo- 
(Kerett by a 614—5%% score. 
Kazan won in two previous sea- 
“AL for “Skin of Our Teeth” and 







& i 


Sons”—as well as copping | 


the N.Y. Film Critics and Motion 
ra Academy awards this year 
direction of “Gentleman's 
( ent.”) Jerome Robbins 
beeh Button Shoes”) was named 
dance director or choreog- 

» Sarnering seven votes. 
Mielziner, also” a seven- 
thoicer, was voted best scene de- 
quer ‘r On the strength of his job 
ae Streetcar,” although he also 
erts. resented by “Mister Rob- 
“Alte Command Decision” and 
Ba} gro. Jerome Moross (“Ballet 
Arth ) came through just above 
ur Schwartz (“Inside U.S.A.”) 
1 composer, while John La- 
e (“Ballet Ballads”) was fig- 
Po the best lyricist and also 

Mon as best librettist. 

. St promising new playwright 
rating went to William Wister 


out Elia Kazan. 








Haines (“Command Decision,” 
adapted from his book), with Rich- 
ard Harrity (“Hope's the Thing’’) 
a close second. Mary Hunter 
(“Respectful Prostitute”) was 
cited as most promising director. 


Muriel Smith ‘Category’ 


Besides making his selections 
for each classification, Brooks At- 
kinson, of the Times, suggested, 
“There ought to be a category for 
Muriel Smith, who is giving a 
notable performance in ‘Sojourn- 
er Truth’ and did well also in ‘Our 
Lan’ and ‘The Cradle Will Rock’.” 


Although 12 critics were polled, 
less than that number of votes 
were cast in several classifications, 
as in some instances the reviewers 
felt there were no outstanding 
choices. In other cases critics 
were unable to decide between 
two notable performances, and so 
split their votes. 


Those queried included Kelcey 
Allen (Women’s Wear), Atkinson, 
Howard Barnes (Herald Tribune), 
John Chapman (Daily News), 
Robert Coleman (Mirror), George 
Freedley ‘Morning Telegraph), 
Robert Garland (Journal-Ameri- 
can), Wolcott Gibbs ‘(New York- 
er), William Hawkins ( World-Tel- 
egram), Louis Kronenberger (PM, 
until the last few weeks), Ward 
‘Morehouse (Sun) and _ Richard 
Watts, Jr. (Post). Because his 
“best” list is reserved by contract 
for the Journal-American, George 
|Jean Nathan did not participate, 
/ but answered specific questions on 
the Broadway theatre ‘see adjoin- 
ing story). John Mason Brown 
begged off filing a ballot, stating 
that though he hasn't lost his affec- 
tion for Variery—he hasn't lost 
his hatred of making lists. 








Rathbone Signed For 
48-49 ‘Heiress’ Season 
With Basil Rathbone signed for 
another season, “The Heiress” is 
slated to continue at the Biltmore, 
N. Y., at least through July 3. It 
will then probably shutter for the 
summer, and open next seasons 
tour Sept. 20 in Philly. 


jline with Miss Webster's plans to 


take the drama into the hinterland. 


4 She asked for and received con- 


‘cessions from Equity in regard to 
| transportation; the company will 
travel in a bus, with settings and 
| costumes carried in a trailer truck. 


Tour arranged by S. Hurok will 
open Sept. 27, with the closing 
‘date in April. There will be 22 
‘actors in the cast for performances 
lof “Hamlet” and “Macbeth,” other 
‘of the bard’s classics being sched- 


™/uled for subsequent seasons. Sal- 


jaries range from $70 to $125, sev- 
|eral leads to get $250, with a crew 
of four to get over-scale pay. All 
dates are guarantees, minimum for 
the bookings being $4,250 weekly, 
which would approximate an even 
break. Some single performances 
carry a guarantee of $1,750, on 
which basis the show would be 
profitable. 


BROWN’S ‘HARVEY’ T0 
END ROADSHOWING 


With James Dunn taking over 
the lead in “Harvey” on Broadway 
(48th Street) this week, the comedy 
is slated into the seasen of 1948-49, 
as is the touring company headed 
by Frank Fay, now in Washington. 
The Coast “Harvey,” topped by Joe 
E. Brown, won't be roadshown next 
|season, comedian having lined up 
a television show. Producer Brock 
'Pemberton, having supervised 
Dunn’s debut, will leave for San 
Francisco to play in “Harvey” for 
one day, subbing for Brown, who 
wants to take off June 5 to see his 
daughter graduate from college. 


Pemberton observed that he may 
as well join Equity, as his Frisco 
appearance will be his third in 
the show. He played “Harvey” in 
stock last summer and recently 
appeared in it when the show was 
| given by Kansas University players 
ifor four nights in Lawrence and 
| Emporia, Kans. The part origi- 
‘nated by Josephine Hull was acted 
in the college showing by Frances 
Feist, speech instructor at KU, and 
| she’s been engaged to replace Miss 
Hull, who leaves the original cast 
for a vacation. Mrs. Feist appeared 
on Broadway for short time in 
1924 in a drama called “Granite.” 
She is to be professionally billed as 
[Frances Lawrence for the “Harvey” 
‘appearance starting next Monday 
(31). 

Dunn may become a legit pro- 
fm via the forthcoming ‘Hero 
Hill.” 

It's by William Friml, son of 
veteran composer Rudolf Friml, 
/and John Latouche, who wrote the 
lyrics. The Friml-Latouche effort 











|Mececa Shrine, a Masonic order 
i\which went broke. City took over 
| the property in lieu of unpaid 
taxes. 


Kills Last Hope For 
Lisner Aud., Wash., 
To Go Comm'l Legit 


dent of George Washington Uni- 
versity here, has apparently killed 





only canvas enclosures would be 
required. Whether such perform- 
ances could approximate profes- 
sional presentations is also to be 
determined. 


It's proposed also to import a 


| French grand opera company to be 
| housed at the City Center theatre 


but although the plan is more or 
less vague, the American Guild of 
Musical Artists is disturbed over 
the idea. AGMA says that it has an 
agreement with the Center and ob- 
jects to any similar attraction 


|which would curtail engagements 


of its members. Pact calls for 14 
weeks seasonally, entered into by 





off the last lingering hopes that the 
university’s Lisner auditorium 
would be available for legit shows 
next fall and winter. Affirming 
the stand taken earlier by other 
university spokesmen, Dr. Marvin 
explained that Lisner could not be 
tied up on a long-term contract for 
theatrical or any other commer- 
cial purposes, since the auditorium 
was needed for university activi- 
ties. : 

The National, town’s only legit- 
er, quits stage shows following the 
current attraction because Equity 
will no longer permit its members 
to appear in a theatre with a 
“white-only” policy. Lisner audi- 
torium, incidentally, also had a 
“white-only” policy for the limited 
time it ran commercial attractions, 
a couple of years ago. 


ACTORS FUND IN RED 
FOR FIRST TIME IN YEARS 


The Actors Fund is in the red for 
the first time in years, it was re- 
vealed at the annual meeting of the 
Fund Friday (21) at the Coronet 
theatre, N. Y. 

Vinton Freedley, treasurer, in 
reading the financial report, said 
the total income of the Fund dur- 








Beatrice Straight goes into the |is described as an American fan- 


femme lead of the drama Monday | tasy along the lines of “Briga- 


night (31), succeeding Wendy Hil- | doon.” ; 
ler, who’s returning to England. | Dunn also has a revue in mind. 





‘ing 1947-48 was $208,399.01, with 


expenses and disbursements set at 
| $222 015.54, showing an excess oi 


disbursements over income of $13,- 
615.53. However, Walter Vincent, 


i'prexy of the actors’ charity, was 
leptimistic that the forthcoming fair 


which the Fund will run jointly 
with the Motion Picture Relief 
Fund in New York next November 
will more than balance the budget. 

Vincent was reelected prexy, 
Harry G. Sommers, first-veepee; 


| Katharine Cornell, second veepee:; 


Freedley, treasurer; Robert Camp- 
bell, secretary, all for a term of one 
year. Trustees elected for three- 
year terms are Lee Shubert, Ray- 
mond W. Peck, Gilbert Miller, Ed- 
win G. Lauder, Jr., Bert Lytell and 
Helen Stewart Moore. 





AGMA in consideration of contract 
concessions to the Center. 


Railroad-Sponsored 


Spectacle for Chi 
To Use 150 Actors 


“Railroads on Parade,” spectacle 
drama that was one of the features 
of New York’s World’s Fair, will 
g« on in Chicago at the lake front 
this summe~, plans for the exhibi- 
tion and show rapidly nearing 
completion. Cast of 50, plus 100 
extras, will appear in the show 
portion of the program, legit acters 
being used as they were in the 
original attraction. The Chi en- 
gagement will be for three months, 
July to September. 

The railroads participating have 
asked Equity for rules concessions, 
legit union having jurisdiction. 
“Parade” is placed in the same 
classification as open air operettas. 
Equity has upped the minimum 
pay from $60 to $75 for this show. 
Actors who were scheduled to get 
the latter salary will receive $90 
weekly, and a number of leads will 
get more than $100, 


There will be 28 performances 
weekly, exhibition expected to 
have an admission fee of 50c. Per- 
formances will approximate an 
hour and 15 minutes, show going 
on twice in the afternoon and twice 
nightly. During five weeks of re- 
hearsals actors will get $25 al- 
lowance pay, with extras, who will 
get $40 weekly, allowed $15 per 
week during rehearsals. Both prin- 
cipals as well as extras are being 
engaged in Chicago. 

Every railroad in the country is 
participating in the promotion, ma- 
jor lines having allocated large 
sums for the Chicago event. In- 
novations in passenger transport 
convenience will be on public view 
for the first time. 








Carradine in ‘New Moon’ 


Dallas, May 25. 





Peter Frye will direct the pro- 
duction of “Voltaire,” written by 
Sherman Ewing, producer of 
“Angel in the Wings,” at the Bar- 
ter theatre, Abingden, Va.., week 
of June 21. 





John Carradine has been signed 
iby the State Fair Casino for the 
'role of Ribaud in “The New Moon,” 
starlight operetta which runs July 
19 to 25. Production will feature 
Walter Cassel and Frances Greer. 
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shooters aren’t impressed by Holly- 
wood’s contribution to legit, have 
no overall reaction to the quality 
of the season’s revivals and offer 
no blanket theory for the failure 
of London-New York play impor- 
tations. They express no general 
agreement on the place of ballet 
in musical shows. In general, they 
appear to like the idea of plays 
without scene:y—within limits. 

One of the critics chastzses the 
public on the ground that it is 
“losing the art of participating in 
a play or musical—of giving him- 
self to it in order to increase his 
own enjoyment.” ty. 

The New York drama critics 
offer their comments in response 
to queries by Variety, in connec- 
tion with its annual polls of “bests” 
for the Broadway season. The ques- 
tions were as follows: 

1. Was there anything new or dif- 
ferent about the past season, 
either bright or depressing? Any 
new trends in plays, etc.? 

2. Any effects of Hollywood on 
Broadway this season? 

3. What about the off-Broadway 

places, such as New Stages, Expert- 


mental Theatre, City Center? 
Were their contributions sub- 
stc.tial, healthy or a passing 
phase? 


4. What do you think of the 
types of revivals staged this year, 
such as “Topaze,” “Ghosts,” “To- 
night at 8:30,” “Sally,” etc. — 

5. Were there enough serious 
plays about topical problems? 
Should there have been more or 
less of them, or more or less of 


N. Y. Public ‘Hit-Crazy’ 


Continued from page 1 











was little different from previous 
ones. He finds producers ‘still 
complaining about the dearth of 
good scripts and yet turning down 
really good ones. I know of at 
least half a dozen that are avail- 
able.” As an effect of Hollywood 
on Broadway, he cites “the surpris- 
ing revelation that some screen 
players could act.” 


The off-Broadway phase of the 
season Nathan regards as “a lot 
of activity but little that was criti- 
|cally worthwhile. (Jose) Ferrer, 
however, has done a pretty good 
job at the City Center and New 
Stages at least shows some prom- 
ise.” On the question of the num- 
ber of topical problem plays, he 
believes, ““What were needed were 
really good plays, whatever they 
may have dealt with.” 

Nathan continues to have a low 
opinion of the Pulitzer award. He 
remarks, “One doesn’t think in the 
case of the Pulitzer prize. Neither, 
apparently, does the prize commit- 
tee.” Ballet is on the way out, he 
“hopes.” Regarding the flop of 
London and New York play impor- 
tations, he writes, “There have 
been successes among the plays; 
not all have failed. If ‘The Linden 
Tree’ failed, ‘The Winslow Boy’ 
succeeded. The English failures 
would have failed had they been 
American plays. The American 
plays that collapsed in England 
would have collapsed if they had 
been British. In the case of 
‘Finian’s Rainbow’ it was simply 
that the English cannot tolerate 
musicals with any ideas in them, 








the escapist stuff? 

6. Any thoughts on the Pulitzer 
play choice this year? Does it 
show more vitality and courage or 
discrimination than previous years? 

7. Several shows this year were 
done without scenery, presumably 
to get around costs. Does this 
show that the theatre can get away 
without elaborate scenery? 

8. Is ballet in musicals on the 


even such minor ideas as were in 
“Finian’s Rainbow.’ ” 


Brooks Atkinson, of the Times, 
calls it a “remarkably interesting 
season.” He cites as effects of 
Hollywood on Broadway merely the 
titles of two current comedies, 
“Joy to the World” and “Strange 
Bedfellows,” both written by Coast 
authors and both (incidentally, or 
otherwise) rapped as rather in- 


| Broadway.” Although he feels that 


“Medea” and “Man and Super- 
man” would be “outstanding in 
any season,” he is “shocked” at 
the way “Topaze” and “Ghosts” 
were “reduced to pygmy stature by 
dull, incompetent productions.” 


Equity ‘Evades Issue’ 

The critic is “delighted” with 
the off-Broadway groups, but adds 
the “wish that Equity and its as- 
sociate theatrical groups would 
take the strings off the Experi- 
mental Theatre. I think that ET, 
promising though it be, is but an 
official excuse to deny enferpris- 
ing, ambitious and talented young 
groups the right to function. 
Equity and its associates can now 
point to the ET and say, ‘See, we | 
have one,’ when we really have | 
not. 

“We have, instead, a _ hand-| 
picked group, an evasion of the | 
issue. Equity and its associate 
groups should recall that the 
Theatre Guild was an outgrowth 
of the Washington Square Players, 
and that our only Nobel prize- 
winner for dramaturgy, Eugene 
O’Neill, was a graduate of the 
Provincetown Players. These ex- 
perimental groups sent a host of 
talent to the theatre. Many will 
not recall, however, that the great 
Robert Edmund Jones, dean of the 
scenic designers, cut his eye teeth 
in the experimental theatre. We 
need many groups of this kind, 
with limited resources, but vast 
imagination, to nourish our com- 
mercial theatre. 

“I do not think,’ Coleman con- 
tinues, “that true ballet has been 
seen in any musical in recent sea- 
sons. What passes for ballet is a 
synthesis of ballet, modern and 
interpretive dance. I believe that 
if great artists like Alicia Mar- 
kova, Anto Dolin and Mia Slav- 
enska were ever presented in bal- 
let sequences choreographed by a 
master of the art, it would create 
a sensation. Musical comedy can 
be performed effectively by so-so 
dancers. Classical ballet requires 
more brilliant dancing.” 























way out or as strong as ever? 
9. How can you explain the flop | 
on Broadway of the British hits? 
And the flop of U. S. hits in 
London? ; 
Chapman Welcomes H’wood 


Not all the critics replied to the 
questions, and some answered cer- 
tain queries but passed up others. 
John Chapman, of the Daily News, 
writes that an encouraging aspect 
of the season “was the growth in 
intelligence and ability of the Ex- 
perimental Theatre. It turned up 
some pretty good items.” Holly- 
wood, he thinks, “sent us some 
very amiable players, including 
Marsha Hunt and Mrs. Elliott 
Roosevelt, and I welcome their 
visits. Revivals were, as_ usual, 
good and bad. ‘Man and Super- 
man’ was the best; ‘Topaze’ the 
worst. There is no sense in reviv- 
ing plays just because they were 
hits once, like “The First Mrs. 


\ Fraser.’ They have to have class, 


which is a more enduring quality 
than being a hit. 

“The theatre can get along with- 
out elaborate scenery, if it is in- 
telligently contrived. The English 
are, I think, teaching us how to 
use well-painted backdrops effec- 
tively. But the sceneryless play has 
never enchanted me, and this-goes 
for ‘Our Town.’ When I go home 
to bed I don’t want to ‘imagine’ 
— I am in a fine bed, and then 

op on the floor; I’ve got a real 
bed to fall into and I enjoy it. 

“T don’t know,” the News critic 
continues, ‘“‘whether ballet in mu- 
sicals is as strong as ever or on the 
way out—but I hope it is on the 
way out. In the last five years 
dance directors have become so 
damned arty that they take the 
fun out of going to a music-show. 
Best ballet of the season was 
Jerome Robbins’ Mack Sennett 
number in ‘High Button Shoes’— 
and it was just plain fun. It told 
no story and preached no moral. 

“As to the flop of British hits 
like Priestley’s ‘The Linden Tree’ 
and the delightful musical, ‘Under 
the Counter,’ I can only say I’m 
sorry. I feel the New York play- 
goer owes the British showman an 
apology. The New Yorker has be- 
come so hit-crazy, so lazy about 
making his own choice, that he has 
become a menace to the continua- 
tion and growth of the theatre 
here. All he wants is so many dol- 
lars’ worth of tickets, and the more 
the ducats have cost him, and the 
harder they have been to. get. the 


better time the damn fool will | 


have.” 
Why Think About Pulitzer? 
George Jean Nathan, of the 


Journal-American, says the season | 


consequential in his original re- 
views. He regards the off-Broad- | 
way activity as “very promising | 
and constructive,’ and expresses | 
the terse opinion.that “ballet is 
in.” ? 
William Hawkins, of the World- 
Telegram, notes that Hollywood: 
sent more good players and direct- 
ors back to Broadway. He believes 
the activity of off-Broadway groups 
is healthy and substantial and “will 
continue until they are too success- 
ful or fold.” He suggests that the 
backers of revivals like ‘“‘Topaze,” 
“Ghosts” and “Tonight at 8:30” 
should be “forced to give equal 
amounts of money te ANTA. 
(American National Theatre and 
Academy).” And he thinks ballet 
in musicals is as strong as ever, 
“but only where it’s original.” 


Over-de-Mille-to-Storehouse 


Wolcott Gibbs, of the New York- 
er, notes that the season brought 
two good war plays in “Command 
Decision” and “Mister Roberts.” 
He says this “seems to suggest that 
the war is now getting into sen- 
sible focus and to promise a fine 
play soon.” He regards the “ple- 
thora of revivals depressing.” The 
mag reviewer doesn’t think the 
theatre can do without scenery, 
explaining that “writers just aren’t 
sood enough to sustain, illusion 
without scenery, though ‘not nec- 
essarily ‘elaborate.’”’ He feels the 
Agnes De Mille type of ballet is 
on the way out, but there’s “plenty 
of room for stuff like Robbins’. ” 

Howard Barnes, of the Herald 
Tribune, thinks. the season was 
bright and that the off-Broadway 
activity was “very healthy.” When 
ballet in musicals is good, he says, 
it is “as strong as ever.” ' 

Robert Garland, of the Journal- 
American, calls the season “very, 
very good; much better than usual” 
and sees no effects of Hollywood 
on Broadway, “thank God.” He 
thinks New Stages and City Center 
“pretty dreary,” but believes the 
Experimental Theatre “got better 
as it went on.” He says his “idea 
of a good show is one in which you 
can escape from. serious plays 
about topical problems.” On the 
| other hand, he’d have given the 
|prize to “Command Decision” be- 
|cause “it’s about something that 
| matters, while ‘Streetcar’ is merely 
; a ‘So what?’ play.” He’d like “less 
‘over-de-Mille-to-the-storehouse bal- 
lets,” and feels that “something 
| new and fresh is still desirable.” 
Robert Coleman, of the Mirror, 
| regards the “most depressing fea- 
ture of the season was the scarcity 
of hits and the necessity to turn 
|to revivals.” He credits Hollywood | 
|with financing plays and sending 
'“back to us many of the better 
actors and actresses seen on’ 








Obituaries 


Continued from page 47 


“Lend Me Your Ears” and “The 
Body Beautiful.” é 
Survived by his wife. 








FRANK CAVERLEY ; 

Frank Caverley, 77, former dia- 
lect comedian and member of 
vaude team of Raymond & Caver- 
ley, died in Somerville, Mass., re- 
cently. Since retirement from the 
stage 20 years ago, he is said to 
have built up a sizeable fortune in 
New England real estate. He was 
active in realty business at time of 
death. : 

Raymond & Caverley, during 
their long career in vaude, were 
rated one of the topflight comedy 
acts in show business. Their Ger- 
man dialect crossfire act was a 
click from the start and successful 
throughout the years. During 
World War I, when sentiment was 
not too forte towards anything 
Teutonic, they camphored their act 
and hired out in straight roles in 
legit productions until the war 
ended. They reunited and revived 
their act and continued in it until 
vaude began to fade. 

Survived by a sister. 





ANDREW A. LARKE 

Andrew Avid Larke, 65, broad- 
caster and former newspaperman, 
died of a heart attack, May 19, at 
his home in York Mills, a suburb 
of Toronto. 

He was probably best known for 
his newscasts on Sundays over the 
CBC Ontario-Quebec network. In 
the program, which he started in 
1940, in cooperation with the 
Canadian Weekly Newspaper Assn., 
he broadcast items dealing with 
happenings in small towns and | 
farming sections, culled from week- 
ly newspapers. 





ADELBERT BEESLEY 

Adelbert Beesley, 82, musician 
and former, prexy of the Beesley 
Music Co., died May 19 at the 
home of a daughter in Butte, Mont. 
A member of the American Feder- 
ation of Musicians since it was or- 
ganized, he played for years in 
theatre orchestra. He also taught 
music. 

Survived by two daughters, two 
sons, two brothers and two sisters. 





MRS. IDA P. ESPINOSA 

Mrs. Ida Parker Espinosa, 40, 
former ballet dancer, who appeared 
in the “Ziegfeld Follies” of 1928, 
died in Washington, D. C., May 21. 
Mrs. Espinosa _ subsequently ap- 
peared in Ed Wynn and Earl Car- 
roll shows. 





: Inside Stuff—Legit = 


Tributes to Habimah were paid Wednesday (19) night at the 
in its honor given by the American Fund for Palestinian Instituti 
at the Hotel Waldorf-Astoria, N. Y. Norris--Houghton, director of 
Theatre, Inc., gave the Hebrew acting group credit for its creativen 
of theatre, saying it was like nothing seen before. Louis Nizer the 
attorney, said that part of the spirit of embattled Israel was here 
Habimah. Chaim Weizmann, president of Israel, who was too ill to 
attend, sent a message declaring that Habimah was helping to strength, 
the cultural ties between U. S. and Israel. Other speakers included 
Dr. Emanuel Neumann, president of the Zionist Organization of 
America. Harry Hershfield emceed. 

Habimah will continue in N. Y. another two weeks, after which the 
company will return to Tel:Aviv. Plans for engagements outside N.Y 
have been shelved. ae 

The Habimah engagement is rated successful. If business for the 
final two weeks continues at the levels registered so far, the venture 
will break evén, not including transportation costs. 





Lobbies in Broadway legiters are steadily being refurbished, lates 
to be dolled up being the Adelphi (Look. Ma, I’m Dancin’ ”). Most 
extensive treatment is that of the 46th Street (“Finian’s Rainbow”) 
Adjacent smoking promenade is being decorated with prize-winning 
murals by student artists of the Parsons School of Design. Each 
painting deals with hit musicals that played the theatre within the 
past 20 years, including “Rainbow,” others being “Good News,” “Fol. 
low Thru.” “Hellzapoppin’,” “Panama Hattie,” “One Touch of Venus” 
“The Red Mill” and “Knickerbocker Holiday,” though latter opened 
at the Barrymore. Each winner will receive a cash award at a cocktail 
party to be held in the promenade June 3, they being: Mozelle Thomp- 
son, Thomas Avery, Theodore Kida, Burton Schuman, Stephen McCrae 
Daniel Barrick, Sam Musiker, Frank Heiz and Janice Steinberg. Ip 
addition, Miss Thompson and Avery were awarded scholarship trips 
to France and Italy. 





Elaborate party in celebration of “Annie Get Your Gun” having 
completed two years on Broadway (Imperial) was held in the ballroom 
of the Hotel Pierre at midnight Saturday (22). Rodgers and Hammer- 
stein, its producers, were the hosts. Highlight was a burlesque of 
“Annie,” show’s small-fry playing the parts of the principals, who 
came on as kids. Show’s Annie Oakley, Ethel Merman, had the guests 
roaring when she appeared as a tot with a waving plumed hat. Same 
reversal of parts applied to “Annie’s” Indian ballet. Juveniles were 
supplied with special lines by the elder players. Charles Atkin, gen- 
eral stage manager, put on the entertainment. 





First of scheduled annual prizes for the season’s best unfeatured 
supporting London actor and actress, frofm funds supplied by Clarence 
Derwent, amounts to 50 pounds sterling, technically around one half 
of the amount awarded Broadway players seasonally by the Equity 
prexy. The $500 prizes to Broadway actors also recently announced 
will be presented Friday (28) at Equity’s annual meeting, the recipients 
being Richard Coogan and Catherine Ayers, both of whom are appear- 
ing in “S. S. Glencairn” (City Center) and who won the awards for 
appearances in Experimental Theatre shows. 





After surgeons delayed for several days, Sid Harris, ailing company 
manager of “Look, Ma, I’m Dancin’” (Adelphi), was on the table for 
five hours last Saturday (22) for a secondary chest operation. He was 
then placed in an oxygen tent. Patient is a cousin of Lewis Harris, 
treasurer of the Biltmore (“The Heiress”), who lost a sister and 
mother-in-law last week. Charles Harris, general manager for George 
Abbott, is also a cousin. 


Union ruled that 12 musicians be engaged for “Ballet Ballads” when 
it moved from the Elliott (Experimental Theatre) to the Music Box, 
N. Y., last week but actually only one additional man was required. 
Although the score is played with two pianists, there is a replacement 
duo on the payroll, also conductors backstage for the chorals. With 
other aides the music department totaled 11 before the show went 
on a commercial basis. 








Harry M. Cooke stepped into the male lead in “Born Yesterday” at 
the Lyceum, N. Y., last midweek when Paul Douglas had laryngitis. 
Although he handled only a bit in the show, Cooke was up in the 
lines and gave a creditable performance with the result that he was 
made understudy in the role. John Alexander replaces Douglas in 
“Born” at the end of the week, when Douglas goes to Hollywood 


under a film contract. Cooke went in again Monday (24) for the ailing 
Douglas. 





Friday (28) a memorial library consisting of some 800 volumes and 
records of Burns Mantle, late critic of the N. Y. Daily News, will be 
installed in the. anteroom of the tabloid’s former publisher, the late 
Joseph Medill Patterson. Mantle, who died last winter, left some 
property in Forest Hills, L. I., where his wife and sister continue to 
reside. His estate also includes securities, including stock in,the News. 





A case of personal apparel that belonged to the late John Halliday 
was received by Equity from Hawaii, where the retired legit actor 
died recently. The clothing, turned over to the Stage Relief Fund, 
was hardly worth the cost of shipment but a loca] trust company 
followed the directions in the will. Halliday was well known on Broad- 
way years before he went into pix, where he was also a star. 


BALLET OVERLOAD CUES 
BT’S FALL N. Y. BOWOUT 


Ballet Theatre, which has danced 
twice a season in New York in the 
past eight years, has cancelled its 
fall booking at the N. Y. City Cen- 
ter Nov. 24-Dec. 19, and will only 
appear once next season, in the 
spring (March, 1949), at the Metro 
politan Opera House. Troupe has 





ton for the past 15 years and taught 
ballet here in recent years. Her 
husband, Ernest Espinosa, is a pub- 
lic relations Goaneel, 





HENRY GOLDFIELD 

Henry Goldfield, 51, who had 
headed his own band and for 19 
years had been trumpeter with 
Paul Whiteman’s orch, died May 19 
at his home in Irvington, N. J. He 
had also been with Jan Garber 
prior to joining Whiteman in 1924. 





He leaves a wife, son, three | booked a full tour, starting in Bos 
brothers and two sisters. ton Oct. 4, thus eliminating the 
fall N.Y. booking. ake 
Reason for the cancellation 1s 
JOSEPH ANTHONY : neat 
Joseph Anthony, 65, former lieved to be the excessive amoun 


of baflet talked of for New York 
this fall. When Ballet Theatre 
made its City Center booking, its 
only fall competition was the Bal- 
let Russe de Rronte Carlo, set for 
an appearance at the Met. 

then, the Paris Ballet has 


vaude performer and _6 assistant 
manager of the Balaban and Katz’ 
Apollo theatre, Chicago, died in 
that city, May 18. 

: Survived by wife and two sis- 
ers. 

















Brad 
Theatr 





scheduled, along with poss! 
other dance troupes, for New 
York’s Jubilee this fall. And Ba 
let Society is rumored coming 

the field with autumn perform 


DANIEL T. NOLAN 
Daniel T. Nolan, 45, special au- 
ditor at RKO and connected with 
the studio for 15 years, died in 
nr =a aa May 21, after a heart 
attack. 





She had been living in Washing- 





He was a brother of Joseph No- 


the suspended N. Y. City sym 
lan, RKO veepee. ’ 


phony. 


ances at the City Center, replacin’ # 
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out of line, and improvements Blackouts of 1948”—El Capitan,; “Annie Get Your Gun,” Philhar-| “Harvey,” 48th St. (187th wk) The Borough Council of Rose 
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= Strawha ee a I > ne l, 7. +e re but still — - swell “Hold It,” National (3d wk) (M-|July 1. 

’ F ‘ et arvey —Geary, SC -5). | $422,367 for four weeks and four 1,164; $6). Party last week helped Chief diffi ; 
pany ollowing are the summer the a-| “High Button Shoes” — Gt. | days. ‘but chances of musical have not | the fac ey See: adgnepw. is 
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Kh LIF 1A San Diego (5). ‘performance week hit $35,000,| “Joy to the World,” Plymouth to insure attendance. Current 








5 Cade na Beach; Gryphon players. 

ewport; Repertory, Inc. ‘E.). 
B MARYLAND 

raddock Heights; Mountain 

eatre; James S. Decker. (E.). 
MASSACHUSETTS 
sset; South Shore Players; 
eed, Burleigh, Henry Boettcher, 


ie Tech drama department, 
pitsburgh. (E.). Mrs, Alexander | 


» Previously associated in the 
operation. = withdrawn. 
EW YORK \ 
Fast Durham; East Durham Play- 
a Thomas B. Eldershaw (also 
i nuck, R. 1.), 283 Pasadena 
(N).” Hasbrouck Heights, N. J. 


East 


North © ; , Te . 
Playhouse. (N). Aliene Tivoli 
Sea Cliff; Sea Cliff Theatre: 


julliam Hunt, Thomas G. Ratcliffe, 


RHODE ISLAND 


Matun : ‘ 
Thomas uck; Theatre-by-t h e-Sea; 


, B. Eldershaw (also East 
= mama, N. Y.), 283 Hasbrouck 
ghts, N. J. (F.). Edward Gould, 


© operated the spot the last two 
tuons and was announced to re- 
this Summer, has withdrawn. 





“Oklahoma!”—Opera Hse., Bost. around 98° capacity. 


(31-5). : | “Separate Rooms, New Beaux 
“Oklahoma!”—Biltmore, L. A.) Arts (1st wk) (560; $3). 
(24-5). ‘gave it a hand and it started to 


“On Approval”—Plymouth, Bost.' build after slow opening. First five 
(24-29); Selwyn, Chi. (31-5). days nice $6,500, and long run in 

“Private Lives”—Mayfair, Port. sight. 
(24-27): Curran, Frisco (31-5). 





| 
“Show Boat” — Shubert, Chi. | P . \ 
(24-5). 
“Sleepy Hollow”—Majestic, Bost. | Burlesque 1626, Toronto 
(24-29). | Toronto, May 25. 


“Winslow Boy”—Royal Alex., To- 
ronto (24-29); Cass, Det. (31-5). 


Schwieger Switches 


Toledo, May 25. Comedy drew_ rave 
Hans Schwieger, conductor of particularly for the work of Be 
the Fort Wayne (Ind.) Philhar- | Lahr. 
monic Orchestra since its organi- 
zation in 1944, and Richard H. 
Wangerin, business manager, have 
resigned to join the Kansas City | 
Philharmonic Orchestra, beginning | 
next fall. 
Wangerin, formerly with WGL, 
Fort Wayne, became manager of 
the Philharmonic there in 1946. 


Hurt by national holiday week- 
end which saw general out-of-town 
| exodus, “Burlesque” 





| $3.60 top. 








Tallu 18G, Seattle 


Seattle, May 25. 


at the Metropolitan. 
from $4.25 


did only a+} 
fair $16,500 at the Royal Alexandra, 
|with the 1,525-seater scaled at a) 


reviews, - 
wor rt around $12,000 were substantial | 


Tallulah Bankhead in “Private but this is the season’s most pop 
Lives” was on the tepid side with | lar 
18,000 for the week’s engagement visitors; $34,500; standees always. | 
(M- 
| 


House, seating $1,500, was scaled | 1,505; and 268th ances in four days, gross was $16, 


/(10th wk) (CD-1,063; $4.80). Has 
done fairly well although more 
straight play; eased under $12,000. 
| “Leek Ma, I’m Dancin’,” Adelphi 
‘though under the levels of opening 
(16th wk) (M-1,434; $4.80). Al- 
months, is making goodly profit. 
| Bit higher last week, around $28,- 
000. 
| “Make Mine Manhattan,” Broad- 
hurst (19th wk) (R-1,160; $6). Has 
| shaded off only slightly and is well 
out in front financially; virtual ca- 
pacity, $35,500; big for intimate 
revue. 

“Me and Molly,” Belasco (13th 
| wk) (C-1,077; $4.80). Not as good 
‘as previous week but takings 





‘for dialect comedy; planned well 
|into summer. 
“Mister Roberts,” 
| wk) (CD-1,357, $4.80). 
|may get higher academic 


Alvin (14th 
Other plays 
rating 


attraction among locals and 


“QOklahema!”, St. James 
$4.80). Final 





'prices are $1.20, $1.80 and $2.40. 


'The impost, of course, will be 


Critics | costly to operate than average | passed right along to the patrons, 





‘ ’ 1 
Harvey’ 2526, D.C. 
Washington, May 25. 

| Washington gave Frank Fay and 
| his pal “Harvey” a rousing wel- 
_come in the initial stanza at the 
| National to the tune of a sock $25,- 
| 500, at $3.60 top. 
| Advance sale for coming fort- 
|night is so solid, that run has been 
extended from original four to six 
weeks. 





| ‘Fan’ 16G in 5, Portland 


| 


Portiand, Ore., May 25. 
| “Lady Windermere’s Fan,” star- 
ring Cornelius Otis Skinner, was 


y- sock at the Mayfair last weekend. 


This was the first legit show in 
more than six weeks. 


At $3.60 top, with five perform- 


week; longest run musical goes to | 000. 



























































As a result, “The Vigil” turns the 
miracle of the Resurrection into a 
verbose, commonplace bore. The 
courtroom device seems hackneyed, 
and the writing lacks viewpoint or 
freshness. The direction is stilted 
and, although several of the actors 
make admirable attempts, they are 
helpless against such difficulties. 

Edward Van Sloun, as the judge, 
and Henry Wilcoxon and Ian Mac- 
Donald, as the prosecutor and de- 
fense attorney, give creditable per- 
formances. Tom Fadden is accept- 
able as the gardener-defendant ac- 
cused of body-snatching in the dis- 
appearance of Christ’s remains 
from the sepulchre. Maria Palmer 
almost succeeds in making the spir- 
itual intensity of Mary Magdalene 
believable. 


There are also moderately effec- 
tive scenes by Joe E. Marks as a 
proud merchant, Lauren Gilbert as 
a Senator, Muriel Hutchison as the 

overnor’s wife, Guy Spaull as Pi- 





ate and Dan Reed in-the prepos- 
terous part of am authority on an- 
gels. A couple of others overplay 
painfully. 

Wilcoxon, MacDonald, Van 
Sloun, Fadden, Milton Parsons and 
King Donovan  playedthe same 
roles in the Hollywood presenta- 
tion. Hobe. 


























MELVILLE 
RUICK 


". » » slickest and most gentiemanly 
‘heavy’ we have seen in years.” 


DETROIT NEWS. 








—_—_—_— 


SAMUEL FRENCH 


SINCE 1830 
Play, Brokers and 
Authors’ Representatives 








forecastle being the scene for “In 
and “Bound East for 
Cardiff,” while sketchy is the 
scenery for “The Long Voyage 
Home,” action taking place in a 
waterfront dive in London. 

Jose Ferrer, who staged the 
show, appears in the last part only, 
playing the boss of a bar from 
which many a sailor has been 
shanghaied to outgoing vessels. 
Ralph Roberts as a simple Swede 
does the best work in that playlet; 
as Olson he’s given knockout drops, 
robbed, then carried off to the ship. 
Nan McFarland plays Freda, sexi- 
est wench in the joint. Harold J. 
Stone is amusing as a drunken 
Russian. 

George Mathews plays Driscoll 
in all four parts and in “Zone” the 
vessel is running the Hun subma- 
rine blockade with ammunition it’s 
the first world war. The men are 
testy, and because of a tin box con- 
taining love letters, suspicion is 


the Zone” 


any other season, and grade-A en- 
tertainment. Certainly it’s one of 
the most unusual. “Susanna and 
the Elders,” based on the apo- 
cryphal story, has the quality of 
spirituals, a sort of white “Green 
Pastures” in miniature. Like the 
others, it has beauty, imagination 
and wit. In addition, it has some 
fine choral singing, and some ex- 
cellent dancing by Katherine Litz, 
Frank Seabolt and Robert Trout. 
The score has snappy folk and jazz 
rhythms to intrigue further. 


Tour de force is “Willie the 
Weeper,” with Paul Godkin giving 
a terrific dancing performance as 
Willie, and Sono Osato in a noble 
assist as Cocaine Lil. There’s also 
a tune called “I’ve Got Me,” which 
belongs in the Hit Parade. In its 
fantasy of a disordered mind, it’s 
a fascinating bit of business. Rob- 
ert Lenn, as Willie’s singing coun- 
terpart, ‘also rates a bow. 





thrown against Smitty, who is 
forced to listen while the crew is 
reading the missives. Mathews is 
the bully of the crew but in the 
‘“Cardiff’ sketch he becomes senti- 
mental, as the mortally hurt Yank 
tells of his dream of a farm and 
dies in his arms. Richard Coogan’s 
Yank is very good. : 

“Caribbees” opens the show, this 
part having a mixed cast, Negro 
girls as West Indians coming 
aboard the ship to sell their bodies 
as well as forbidden hooch, for 
which they are sent ashore unpaid. 
Mathews is one of the roisterers, 
with Juanita Hall and Mildred 
Joanne Smith the best of the 
Islanders. 


lude as is the “Voyage.” Ibee, 





Oedipus Rex 
(HEBREW) 


Theatre, Inc., presentation (under spon- 
sorship of American Fund for Palestinian 
Institutions). of Sophocles’ drama in two 
acts, translated into Hebrew by Saul Cher- 
nikhovsky. Staged by Tyrone Guthrie; sets, 





Sebba. At Broadway, N. Y., May 22, '48; 
$4.80 top. 
RPOEUES. ccesuccoded recesses Shimon Finkel 
WOUMMBE hoc ctccicvedewde<ee ds Hanna Rovina 
sss ecsalpsecebectecent ss Aaron Meskin 
| Thiresias.........+..+.. -..-.-Haim Amitai 
| Priest of Zeus........ Menachem Benyamini 
| A Man from Corinth....Nachum Buchman 
}An Old Shepherd......... Joshua Bertonov 
Ee ‘FN ho 6 bbb baer Fees ya eeee Ari Kutai 
| Leader of the Chorus....... -David Vardi 
Chorus of Elders of Thebes: Jehuda Rubin- 
atein. Itzhak Shulman, Shlomo Bruk, Zvi 
Ben-Haim Raphael Klatzkin, Nachum 
Buchman, Benjamin Kadari. 
ETE ee) ony eee Shoshana Duer 
SEO. 0 onesdees ssdncwel Debora Bertonoff 





| Last in the series of four plays 
| selected by the Habimah players 
\for their American appearance, 
|“Oedipus Rex” makes a fitting 
climax to the cycle of brilliantly 
Staged plays at the Broadway thea- 
jtre during the past four weeks. 
| Sophocles’ ancient drama, which 
| Was translated into modern Hebrew 
iby Saul Chernikhovsky, has been 
,infused by Habimah with an im- 
/aginative power and emotional 
coloration that transcends the lan- 
guage barrier. 

A difficult play to Manage on 


It is a colorful inter- 


“The Eccentricities of Davey 
Crockett,” telling the fable of the 
backwoods’ braggart-hero, con- 
tinues the tradition, in another ex- 
cellent fusion of song, dance and 
thesping. Nat Karson, as pro- 
ducer; Mary Hunter, as director: 
Hugh Ross, as choral and musical 
conductor; the spirited young cast, 
and the presenters, all rate bows. 

Bron, 


dergraduate cast couldn't handle 
the combination of the rhythmical 
pattern and Irish dialect. Even 
though the acting was amateurish 
the sets designed by Charles 
Rogers were most professional. 
They were somewhat stylized, vivid 
in color, ingeniously utilitarian, 
and did a remarkable job in por- 
traying the spirit of the show. 
Able job in directing and lighting 
were done by Profs. F. C. Canfield 
and Ralph McGoun. 


It seems that most Irish farces 
must abound with the _ super- 
natural. “Happy As Larry” is no 
exception. Six tailors are con- 
veyed into a portion of one of their 
ancestors’ lives by not the usual 
means—a leprechaun, but rather 
by the three Greek Fates. The 
tailor’s ancestor is poisoned by a 


licentious, handle-bar mustached 
villain. In turn, the villain is 
poisoned by the tailor. Then the 


ancestor rises from the dead to 
marry a young widow whom, 
earlier in the play, he discovered 
fanning her husband’s grave in 
order to keep her promise that she 
will not marry again till the clay 
above her late spouse dries. And 
to top off the evening’s perform- 








Experimenta! Play 











Battle for Heaven 
(EDUC’L ALLIANCE, N. Y.) 


“Battle for Heaven,” staged by 
the Experimental Theatre at the 
Educational Alliance theatre, N. Y., 
for three days (17-19), is notable 
for having returned Hortense Al- 
den (Mrs. James T. Farrell) to the 
stage after a 10-year absence. 
Otherwise, this play,’written by 
Michael O’Shaughnessy and Ran- 
dolph Carter, must be chalked up 
as an inept attempt. The play is 
an undramatic talk-piece that 
rambled on for almost three hours. 


Cast as Mary Baker Eddy, 86- 
year old leader in the Christian 
Science movement, Miss Alden 
surmounted a series of tough ob- 
stacles to give a full-bodied and 
_persuasive portrait of a crochety 
matriarch. The yarn is a deadpan 
recital of the theory and history of 
Christian Science, all repetitiously 
done. The cast of players, how- 
ever, acquitted themselves as best 
they could. 


Part of the Experimental Thea- 
tre’s series of five plays, “Battle 
| for Heaven” was sponsored by the 
American National Theatre and 
| Academy. Herm. 








Library Show for Hosps 
The Equity Library - produced 
“Turn to the Right,” presented 
| April 29 and 30 at the Central High 





ance of black magic and hokum the 
villain rises from his death bed, 
cracks a joke, and returns deader 
than ever. 

The show, although it has many 
amusing moments, has little real 
substance. As it stands, with bare 
rhyme and meter, it is a musical 
without music. 

Michael Todd, Jr. 


Plays Abroad 


Bob’s Your Unele 
London, May 6. 


Leslie Henson, John Buckley presenta- 
tion of musical farce in two acts by Austin 
Melford. Lyrics by Frank Eyton, music by 








Noel Gay. Directed by Henson, Melford. 
At Saville, London, May 5, ’48., 

Robert Popejoy.............. Leslie Henson 
Sheila Popejoy....Sheila Douglas Pennant 
Hector Philpot.......... Gordon Humphris 
Py By |) a ee Valerie Tandy 
OO ORS Pa Vera Pearce 
ROONUETOS DUNES oad cbcb Cenc eiscch Alec Finter 
SO MI ss cckdncwikeate Hamish Menzies 
MOE coke poegne db. vadbd sets Ricci Chisholm 
| Rr, Austin Melford 
SeOOGL  MUOMAROT. oi i's cee ns ccd ccccs Guy Fane 
WOO sche ee cbesB¥ssedkedecer< Brian Vogel 


Acknowledging an_ enthusiastic 
curtain reception, Leslie Henson 
disarmed much criticism by speak- 
ing of his farce with music as “a 
little thing for the sterling area.” 
With that description few will 
argue since this show is much the 
mixture as before, and dates back 
almost to living memory. But for 
those who like Henson—and they 
are many—this is a good entertain- 
ment. To others the show will 
seem antiquated and they may 
marvel at the roars of laughter 
which greet ancient situations and 
musty gags. 





52s LEGITIMATE VARIETY meee, Mar 26, 19gy 
se > 7 at a. 
- . 
| and static recitations. But the wife, betause the boy to whom she 
second act bursts open in a terrify- was engaged and who disappeareg 
ays on Broadway caine ot elit tnd ‘ty. ePlay | |sivosdi umes 
There 4 probenly ae. nee scene Peg a ny carries the main burden 
i in the theatre to equal the concen- wit S fish-like face and rasp; 
> : . S 
The Vigil - 5-8. Gleneairn co. pro- | trated horror of the moment in Ha As Larry voice, expressing everything ~ 
Alexander Markey (by arrangement with any, o Tg MP re (three scenes) by | Which the king realizes that Jocasta PPY @ tween maximum joy, hopeless “a 
Sie "ey teal ees yg Soto Bg pe Eugene O'Neill: ‘‘Moon of pee, Contpbens., is both his wife and mother. (THE MASQUERS, AMHERST) wilderment or self-pitying Sorrow 
acts by Ladisla xJor. Fe: es enry | 4. , att BBG fast for Cardiff,’’ +9 : , i ri 
Wilcoxon, Maria Palmer, Ian MacDonald. ark ci cian tilehiee hel te aainer Tyrone Guthrie's staging has the Amherst, Mass., May 20. when situations call for it. There 
Staged by Markey; ree Prag ate Bon direction of Jose Ferrer, who is featured} reinforcing qualities of classical Amherst College, by ‘arrangement with | 48 the inevitable Henson drinking 
21.48; $4.80 top (6 openings), | #long with George Mathews, Richard Coo- | austerity and a primeval wildness. | Burgess Meredith and Louis J. Singer, pre- |,scene hilariously funny to a Hen- ] 
WWE. <5 abies cries se eneeeees -Louise Jones | 8&n, Nan McFarland. omer George Cou. | Through an inventive use of chant- | sents ae ee eae teen mele. | 30N audience, but the mornin hat 
Mr. WO0dS..ceesseeeeee me - Fone, Reymene cuekes des ae by Srashort Brodkin, Opened ing, the device of the Greek chorus re ply on Denian McDonagh, after, when he silently reads the wit 
" OR aaeraire: cFantenseess SWOT eS Elliot | at City Center, N. ¥., May 20, '48; $2.40) i; merged into the action with per- | Director, F.C. Canfield; designer. Chas. Copresmng yy in the paper Dei 
Court Stenographer..........-+ Lee Baxter oe Pie hg Tee RS. Richard Coogan | fect fluidity. A simple setting of | Rogers; lighting and ot gee i408 _eenet. | provides one of the few ori i 
ears wegen csaresirs idane’ Weeanen arn ae a ee ac George Mathews | five columns also suffices to break Sire - Sperm incidental music, Walter | moments which everybody jan ad ll 
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eros hs ail deg ps lan MacDonald ar SATA SAS ESTER SE POr> EON a = ag sh up the stage movements onto dif- | 1.) aaiion.........cescceceeees fohn Maxson | Mire and enjoy, lig! 
2 RPT RES aS Se aoe Re pe 2 TO. FARGO} WV: ve vases seg ercesee Kenneth Treseder | ferent levels. Snd Taslor..rcsececsssecesecd James Maxwell Monumental Vera Pearce tk My 
Prosecutor’s ASSt...ee-eeee>- Andrew George Cock phen saat Shas Saas Robert Carroll : xs . ee i SPS rey Orr re reriT T George Bliss h self holeh } peg ~T : 
Coenen ew {7o7fom Donovan | SMitly....+.seee+-seeeeees,-Robert Carroll Shimon Finkel, as Odcdipus,|7i, rancor" Davia FE. Whore | herse wholeheartedly into the Dal 
Mather. . -soo-sMary James | pomiscstesctteserene* ‘11""""Merold J. Stone | Plays with a slowly accumulated |5in ‘trait Petw Klaussen | fun whether it be song, dance or sea 
engl Se SSE oe Dt r is -" E. J Ph ...e.. Winston Ross power which is held in reserve un- Oth Tailor rie ererbec stows oe knockabout humor, and Austin ma! 
ur. CURB. 0062 0s 0e8ees or ‘ . reorge Coulo $s . ; } 4 GOW ss seeerarcenres % as, wee 7 : ¥ AS j 
Joseph of Arimathea.. ° Lauren Gin 7 > “E> bp oy ‘gables Carlson til the climactic peak. Aaron Mes- CPW 5s 06 6.de-k nae e ens © onosee eter Winn Melford, as author, has provided Sar 
Lady Procula. Muri) Hutchisn | Sick eo Spree .,...Bobby Busch | kin, as Kreon, cuts a majestic fig- | The Gravedigxer Chplntepher 8. Bier — ping | good traditional T 
Pontius Pilate............. ag Sens ts ' -...Mack Busth | yre while Hanna Rovina draws a | The Doctor. Arch Tayler | part as a hotel porter. Vater; let 
S: of Tarsus . Milt Pat ns Max . € so ure Ww alle ° » : arr Terese Hayde , ‘ alerie ° 
Beulah. privy a: pera H sean . ae Harry ine Halt | touchinss portrait of Jocasta. The on Egy FLEES, st Wm F “Dat son tt Tandy and Gordon Humphris are bas 
Sado “= King Denev Bell sities Seeune tenth | supporting players, especially the | SStopoe lanet Morgan | @ Bay, talented juvenile pair. Much arg 
Susanna.... re 1<64 ann. Sear Viol Rena Mitchell | six old men comprising the chorus, | (lotho lwis Clancy | of the plot of Act 1 could with ad- mai 
Prof, Thaddeus e° eee aN Catherine Ayers | . P Lachesis --Gratia Clancy 3 iscar j 
Mary Magdalene ° Maria Paln sane M a harles Summers | are uniformly superb. Herm. Ofniehhors Nancy Gibson, Alva Moog, Jr. vantage be discarded to give Miss me! 
a li apa Wa Palance | First Mate....-....«+++-+.C ig mee inc: Aare Tandy and the dancers a little of | 
Oo ae Jose Ferrer |more to do. Lyrics by Frank Eyton fro’ 
‘ rigil” is ry Nick ee See The - American premiere Of/ are good, and Noel Gav’s mac ide 
“The Vigit 7 ey <A a ~ =: ho pith nae Bt Phillies Bovab Ballet Ballads Donagh MacDonagh’s comedy- | oniie. not noteworthy, is ‘on tal Sur 
Resurrection, in terms of modern- Freda... wee. eee eee.s..sNam McFarland (FOLLOWUP) meiodrama “Happy As_ Larry,” | adequate. ; on 
dress courtroom melodrama. The | ‘on of | The. Experimental Theatre’s | presented by the’ Amherst rg There's no doubt it will enjoy “oe 
play by Ladislas Fodor, was first} As repertory the ge mew gare Bh move from the Maxine Elliott to | Masquers, is = ee ge success here, but it’s even less ex- Ric 
presented last March in Hollywood, | four Eugene O'Neill short plays | the Music Box with its song-and-| Burgess Mere 1th ang ous ., | portable than “Under the Counter.” whe 
: h am l ™ d ction | has merit. It’s being put on for a dance triple “Ballet Ballads.” is Singer, who have the Broadway Cane free 
with the same physica! produ ’| limited performance schedule of a| .oitainivy a worthy artistic experi- | rights. The play, as Irish as _ its : Hal 
and it opened recently in London. | week and a half. Acting and direc- ment, even if its commercial suc-| author, comes to this country after sho 
However effective it may have been | tion are very gota a —_ cess appears doubtful. Encouraged | 8 successful Bains Hor ge = De Fyvra Sma par 
on the Coast, it is a negligible pros-| office draw is ey ‘ th rhe med by the critical kudos for the one- | Mercury ane = Rs agg ger FAR (The Little Four) wil 
ect for Broadway and seems un-| are fairly omg pe vay § kt the au. | Week run at ET, Messrs. T. Edward | London. _ Poe one ao od Gothenburg, Sweden, May 1, F 
likely for films. | rial obviously dates back tos ecnat.| Hambleton and Alfred R. Stern | the entire Bry ee letne, At other | Municipal ‘Theatre production of comedy clue 
-ept for ther extraneous | thor’s formative days as conceived the praiseworthy idea of | times is its key virtue, @ in three acts by Georges Roland. Transiat- R 
Except or a ra cre | t | ist. a regular Broadway run for the times its fatal weakness. The ed from the Yiddish by Herbert Wernlof, “Jo 
prolog, the play is apparently su) ““Gompared to O’Neill’s subse- | John LaTouche-Jerome Moross of-| poetic dialog in many places is} 5/2" bettetecon. Hacey Mhlin pee tor tur 
stantially the.same as when origi- | ‘orks. which placed him in |%0hn La ss of-|P ge Fe FP Pettersson, Harr; lin. “Pivected by 
agoare a Reneebielty court- | quent works, which place | fering its profits to go to Ameri-| light and humorous and, especially | Josef Haiten. Set by Nirgit Afzeliuse ma) 
nally presente ii y iggone rtificial | tne front rank of American play-| 7 Wo tional Theatre and Academy. | in the second act, sets a nice tempo | Wernlof. At ‘Stadsteatern, Gothenberg dau 
ac lie ‘should have some| Wrights, the “Glencairn” playlets | con. production, casts, costumes |for the action. But all too often | Pinte ee Beane 
technique. snou constitute fragmentary drama. The d simplified set red for |the rhymes and meter settle into | snyder. ..23252. 222: Karl-Magnus Thulstrup 
special compensation for the fact general title indicates the nautical | 224 simplified sets moved over for = chant which becomes tedious and | Bernard G. Smith... 7 ee 
that the principal action takes place atmosphere, with dialog, effective the pro run. aod’ ty tatiner a ..Arne Nyberg 
offstage. In the case of “The Vigil, settings and costumes to match. The production may be a little — 5 al e Micheline necarabesa sit Hjordis Pettersson I 
it merely clutters the dialog with| ho scene is used for “Moon of | caviarish for the run-of-mine Rialto} Of course, pp breil! wr vine | Dectet scccecessccecs:BenkteAke Boobies der 
trivialities, but contributes no dis-| +1. Caribbees,” acted aboard a|tneatregoer, but artistically it’s one pa ga i oe completely un- = he 
tinction and little drama. freighter in the West Indies, a| of the finest on Broadway this or | Verse. 1e almost comp y Comedy is a great success here, 


and seems due to repeat when 
presented at the Oscars, in Stock- 
holm. It could even appeal to 
Broadway audiences. Play is by 
an Austrian-Jewish. author who 
uses the pseudonym of Georges 
Roland. It’s done in Swedish in 
Herbert Wernlof’s translation. 
Story centers around the chauf- 
feurs of the unseen Big Four, who 
are spending a weekend in an old 
French chateau after a meeting in 
Paris. Political background and 
implications are treated lightly, 
play being a comedy about Labiche, 
the Frenchman; Smith, the Brit- 
isher; Snyder, the American, and 
Smirnov, the Russian. Simone, a 
young miss, makes eyes at all of 
them, not caring which takes her 
up. Symbolism might be _ seen 
here, identifying her with any 
small European group or country 
trying to line up with one of the 
Big Four. 
Other eharacters include the 
cook, Micheline, dreaming of a 
little restaurant on a Paris boule- 
vard; the Jewish gardener, Josef, 
a fugitive from Nazi terror, and a 
psychiatrist who soon will be di- 
rector of the United Nations psy- 
chiatric department. Play is a ro- 
matic comedy, avoiding the drama 
or tragedy cf contemporary poli- 
tics, except by implication. Stand- 
out performances by the cast, above 
all Ingrid Borthen’s as Simone, 
make the play clik, despite indif- 
ferent direction. Wing. 


———________ | 

















Oscar Hammerstein Il 
shows the way to a 

‘new form of musical 

entertainment in 


llegro 


A MUSICAL PLAY BY 
Richard Rodgers and 
Oscar Hammerstein ll 
The complete book afd ly rics—first- 
hand evidence of how Hammerstein 
has combined time-tested stagecraft 
and daring innovations to create 
what may well be the musical play 
of the future. 
$2.50 wherever books are sold 
ALFRED - A» KNOPF 
501 Madison Avenue, New York 22 
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ization; as administrative avaistan” 
trainee, side kick or general coadjt - 
22 year Harvard grad with two ye* 











| Nonsensical tale deals with three 
| Pairs of lovers and the attempts to 
| prevent a young bridegroom spend- 
ing his wedding night with his 


25 West 45th Street, New York 


business experience puts future be 
71623 Sunset Bivd., Hollywood 46, Cal. 


wages and hours. If I don’t make } ’ 
grade it costs you nothing. Box”), 
Vari¢ty, 154 W. 46ih St., New York 


the modern stage “Oedipus” has a | School for Needle Tre ; 

t .* ‘ sais ades, N. Y., 
slow first act in which the elements | has been taken up by the Vliet 
of the tragedy are defined in long Hospital Camp Shows for a tour. 
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May OK Sunday Shows for Jersey 


Theatre; Other Strawhat News 


Clinton, N. J., May 25. 

Eddie Rich's Music Hall straw- 
hat opens its third season June 7 
with “John ,Loves Mary, with 
Dean Harens and Sara Anderson 
in the title roles. Booked to fol- 
jow are Jean Parker in Candle- 
light,” Sidney Blackmer in “All 
My Sons” and “Anna Lucasta. 
Dan Levis is directing the 14-week 
season, with Scott Jackson stage- | 
managing, and Jess Beers and | 
Sandford Tillis doing the scenery. 

The town council, which recently 
jet down the bars against Sunday | 
baseball after presentation of the | 
argument that jukeboxes, pinball 
machines, gasoline, comic supple- 
ments and the nearby hay-mows 
of Lebanon Township were exempt 
from blue law restrictions, is con- 
sidering an ordinance legalizing | 
Sunday night legit. Public hearing | 
on the proposai is advertised for | 
June 8. Its passage would give | 
Rich a better break in a community 
where spending is practiced more 
freely by the weekenders. Music 
Hall has been operating on a six- 
show weekday-night basis. If Sun- 
day gets the okay, Monday shows 
will be cut. 

Rich’s resident troupe will in- | 
clude John Sherwood Clubley, | 
Remola Robb and Stuart Nedd. | 
“John Loves Mary” also will fea- 
ture Mrs: Belle Taylor Tierney, 
making her first venture into | 
daughter Gene's field. 





16-Week Season 
Pittsburgh, May 25. 

Long strawhat season gets un- | 
der way June 12, at Mountain 
Playhouse in Jennerstown, Pa., | 
going 16 weeks and closing Oct. 2. 

Getaway play is “John Loves 
Mary” and repertory § includes 
“Arsenic and Old Lace,” “Ten 
Little Indians,” “What A Life,” 
“Duilcy,” “All My Sons,” . “Dark 
of Moon,” “Chicken Every Sun-| 
day,” “Ghost Train,” “Petrified | 
Forest,” “Petticoat Fever,” “Made | 
In Heaven” and couple yet to/| 
be picked. James cAllen is} 
returning as director with James 
Stoughton producing. 

White Barn theatre, town’s first 
Equity strawhat, looking around 
for a new director after agreeing 
to let Robert Emhardt out of his! 





— | 
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CHARLOT MAPS REVUE 
FOR FRISCO OPENING 


Hollywood, May 25. 





contract. Latter had been signed 
for summer season but Clay Flagg 
and Carl Low, White Barn pro- 
ducers, cancelled deal when Em- 
hardt had a chance to go into new 
Howard Landsay-Russell Crouse 
play, “Life With Mother.” Since 
play opens tryout engagement 
June 8 for couple of weeks and 


| playhouse gets going June 19, there 


was inevitably a conflict. 

However, Emhardt has promised 
to do a couple of character roles 
at White Barn during season, made 
possible by fact that after Detroit 


| ““Mother” -will close down until 
| October, when it preems on 
| Broadway. 





Detroit’s Will-O-Way 
Detroit,,May 25 
Will-O-Way playhouse will re- 
open for a 10-week strawhat sea- 


The theatre, now enlarged to 
seat 300, is an air-conditioned ex- 
apple-storage warehouse. 





Hilltop’s Shift 
Baltimore, May 25. 
Hilltop Theatre, vet  strawhat 
aggregation in these parts headed 
up by Don Swann, Jr., has been 
moved to nearby Green Spring 
Valley in a rebuilt barn on the 
estate of the late Col. Isaac Emer- 
son, Bromo Seltzer king. 
Stuart Warrington will direct. 
Named Pitt Dance Soloist 
Pittsburgh, May 25. 


Shirley Eckl, local ballet dancer | 
who was with the Ballet Theatre | 


for several seasons, has been en- 


third year of summer operettas at 
Pitt Stadium. 





| 
Husband-Wife Team for Legit | 

Hollywood, May 25. | 
Michael and Marcella Cisney, | 
husband-wife team currently mak- 
ing their film bows in “Undercover | 
Man” at Columbia, were signed as 
executive directors of the Youngs- 
town (QO) Civic Playhouse, starting 
in September. 





Peggy Wood will open the sum- | 
mer session of the Wellesley Col-| 
lege theatre, Wellesley, Mass., July | 
13 with “First Lady.” 


Andre Charlot, whose revues 
| were internationally known for 35 
years, is rounding up a new troupe 
| to open in San Francisco before 
/moving on to New York. 


For 10 years Charlot has been 
| playing character roles on the 
| screen. 
| Revue is contingent on financing 
| new being dickered. 





| Harry Green Back For 
| N.Y. Visit from London 


Harry Green, American come- 
dian who scored in London. is back 
for a brief visit to see the season’s 
Broadway hits. His last appearance 
on Broadway was several seasons 
ago in “All for All,” in which he 
co-starred with Jack Pearl. Play, 
|originally called “ an 
was written by the late Aaron Hoff- 
man and while its revival did not 
score at the Bijou (now in films), 
ithe laugh show clicked for a run 
in London with Green, Pearl not 
going abroad. 

Green will sail back 
and next season will 
“Potash and Perlmutter” in Lon- 
don. He tried it for six weeks and 
recentiy closed that comedy in 
Brighton, near London. 


New Atlanta Stock Co. 

Atlanta, May 25. 
New resident stock company, set 
|for fall delivery, is in prospect 
for Atlanta. 


soon 


gaged as principal dance soloist for | To be presented by The Stage, 


project will be sponsored by Young 
Matrons Circle of Tallulah Falls 
School. 

“The Stage” will be a training | 
ground for thespic aspirants and | 
also will work with writers, as 
prizes will be offered to play- 
wrights in Georgia. 





Sica thirst | 


“Railroads On Parade” — (Chi- | 


| cago). 


“Life With Mother’—Oscar Ser- | 
lin. 

Skating Revue—Sonja Henie and | 
Arthur M. Wirtz. 


revive 


| 


Rodgers-Hammerstein Dickering 
Their First Self-Production Setup 





ST. L. MUNY TO TRY OUT 
‘LANG SYNE’ MUSICA 


St. Louis, May 25. 

Two new faces, Walter Burke 
jand Tim Herbert, comedians, are 
skedded to p.a. during the forth- 
[coming season of the Municipal 
Theatre Assn. in the al fresco the- 
atre in Forest Park that tees off 
June 3 with the world preem of 
“Auld Lang Syne.” Burke will ap- 
pear in “Up in Central Park, while 
Herbert will make his bow in “The 
Three Musketeers” and will follow 
in “Hit the Deck” and “Rio Rita.” 

Other faves, in comedy roles, to 
return are Billy Lynn, Jack Shee- 
han, Doris Patson, Ollie Franks, 
Helen Raymond, Sue Ryan, Hal Le- 
Roy and Bobby Jarvis. Improve- 
ments at the open-air house, in- 
cluding the addition of 2,000 seats 
to bring the capacity to 12,000, are 
nearing completion. 








Martini Personal at First 


Brit. Pic S. Africa Preem 
Cape Town, May 15. 

Nino Martini is booked, follow- 
ing his South African tour, for ap- 
pearance in Bulawayo and Salis- 
bury (Rhodesia), Nairobi (Kenya), 
and then Cairo. A three months’ 
holiday in Italy follows, with his 
future engagements uncertain al- 
though an opera season in Canada 
is probable. 

Singer’s new film, “One Night 
|With You,” just completed by 
‘Rank Organization, was _ rushed 
here and given world premiere in 
Johannesburg. Occasion was first 
time any British film preemed in | 
South Africa and also first time a 
star made personal appearance at 
premiere. Sir Michael and Lady 
Balcon, on vacation here, were also 
present in audience,. which in- | 
cluded many notables. | 





Lamar Clark, teacher of English 
at Mercersberg Academy, ap-| 
pointed Assistant to Richard Skin- | 
ner, general manager of Olney | 


Theatre, Olney, Md. i 


+ Richard Rodgers 


and Oscar 
| Hammerstein 2d, who havé never 
been officially associated in the 


' production of shows they’ve writ- 
j ten, will probably be co-producers 
of their forthcoming “Tales of the 
South Pacific.” Pair are dickering 
| with Leland Hayward and Joshua 
Logan to have co-billing in the 
presentation and share in the own- 
ership. 

Under the proposed 
composer-lyricist duo 
partners and get the 
producer slice of the profits, for 
which they’d bring in half the 
financing (none of which would be 
their own money, however). They 
would also split the author royal- 
ties with James Mitchener, who 
wrote the original “South Pacific” 
novel. Logan, of course, would get 
a director fee as well as his co- 
producer share. 


This will be the first time R & H 
have been associated in a produc- 
tion with Hayward. They were 
teamed with Logan in the presen- 
tation of “John Loves Mary,” 
which he staged. Logan also had a 
percentage of “Annie Get Your 
Gun,” which he staged for them, 
although he didn’t get billing in 
that instance. On their first pro- 
duction, “I Remember Mama,” 
John van Druten received a small 
share in addition to his adaptor- 
director fees, out he didn’t have 
co-producer status. 

All the shows previously co- 
authored by R & H have been 
produced by the Theatre Guild. 
They have included “Oklahoma,” 
“Carousel” and “Allegro.” 


deal, the 
would be 
regular co- 





Columbus Spreads 
Columbus, O., May 25. 

Columbus Philharmonic Orches- 
tra. which has hitherto restricted 
its touring to central Ohio, plans 
to branch out with a twin tour this 
coming season covering eight 

states in at least 20 concerts. 
Izler Solomon will conduct. Or- 
chestra is now in its third season. 
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New York, TR. 7-4672 


For the First Time 


COMPLETE THEATRICAL PRODUCTION SERVICE 


All from One Studio 


BUILDING * PAINTING * DRAPES * PROPS 


We Have Just Acquired 


THE MARTIN TURNER SCENIC CONSTRUCTION CO. 


FORT LEE, N. J. 


Which Enables Us to Contract and Equip 
an Entire Production in All Departments 
Under the Supervision of DAVE STEINBERG 


* 


249 West 64th Street, New York 


KAJ VELDEN STUDIOS, Inc. 


Fort Lee 8-3269- 


Complete Service for Decorating 


- RESTAURANTS, NITE CLUBS, EXHIBITS 
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Louis Sobol—Rover Boy 

N.Y. Journal-American column- 
ist Louis Sobol becomes a roving 
correspondent about June 22 when 
he’s due to start a motor trip to 
the Coast. He’ll make it a liesure- 
ly journey and may hit parts of 
Canada. His daily pieces will be 
written en route. Writer's travel- 
ing companion will be Jack Brick- 
ley, N.Y. detective, and there’s a 
possibility nitery op Nicky Blair 
may make it a threesome. 

Sobol will take surcease from his 
journalistic labors the month of 
July which he’ll spend in Holly- 
wood—‘‘a completely free man, no 
column, no nothin’—just a holiday” 
as the scribe puts it. He stays on 
the Coast through August resum- 
ing his column Aug. 1. 





‘Power of Columnists’ 
Foreign newspapermen, especial- 
ly those .in the British orbit, are 
forever amazed at the “power of 
the columnists in America” and the 
“extraordinary freedom of expres- 
sion” accorded U. S. Commenta- 
tors. Arthur Christiansen, editor 
of the London Express, so express- 
ed when he was a US. visitor last 
fall, and Jim Bancks, perhaps the 
No. 1 cartoonist of Australia, 
echoed the same thought in N.Y. 
last week. Bancks, with his wife 
Pat, whom he married in Yuma, 
Ariz., 10 years ago, has been mak- 
ing his first American visit to the 

States since their elopement. 





Comics’ ‘Book Burning’ 

Mayor Al Feeney, of Indianap- 
olis, banned 10 more comic books 
from sale in the city last week, 
bringing to 45 the number ruled 
unfit for young readers in his drive 
to clean up juvenile literature. 
Action brought on a proposal from 
L. A. Huddleston, pastor of Cav- 
alry Evangelical United Brethern 
Church, that churches in the city 
urge their members to burn 
banned funnies in public demon- 
strations. ; 


Rev. Huddleston told the mayor 
of plans for a book burning in the 
city park and was referred to the 
city park department. But Paul V. 
Brown, city parks director, threw 
cold water on idea by stating he 
did not believe such a conflagration 
could be considered “proper recre- 
ational use of a city playground.” 


Latest batch of comics to-get the 
mayor’s nix includes Jumbo 
Comics, Ranger Comics, Exciting 
Comics, Crime Reporter, Authentic 
Police Cases, Woman Outlaws, 
Crimes by Women, Crime Detec- 
tive, Super Mysteries and Law- 
breakers Lose. . . 





Wilstach’s Barnum Biog 

John Wilstach has written the 
first biog of P. T. Barnum, with 
emphasis on his early and late cir- 
cus career, neglected even in the 
big Werner standard biog, that 
only gives a few pages to him as a 
circus man. The opus is called 
King of the Circus” and is now 
being considered by an interested 
publisher. 


As a boy with the Forepaugh & 
Sells Bros. Circus, when his father, 
Frank J. Wilstach, was general 
agent, Wilstach met a lot of Bar- 
hum circus veterans. 








‘An Oxygenerian, He 
Chicago. 
Editor, Variety: 

This sturdy refugee from an oxy- 
gen tent respectfully calls 
VaRIETY’s attention.to a typogra- 
phical error in the 
Frank Scully’s column of May 19. 
There the printer makes the 
definitive biographer of Shaw and 
Stevens call the latter an octo- 
genarian. It’s a cinch that Scully, 
who knows his Stevens wasn’t born 
till 1872, wrote oxygenarian. This 
slip of the Mergenthaler that gives 
the age of 80 to a lad still in his 
—— 70s, is unjust not only to 

ARIETY’S scrupulous litterateur 
but to that rag’s most faithful 
follower, 

Ashton Stevens. 





(After a tough siege at Chi’s 
Passavant. hospital, the dean of 
American drama critics is now. ap- 
parently on the road to recovery. 


His wife, the re ee | 


Krug, legit actress, footnotes that 
Winchell started .the “80 years” 
rumor, Pegler picked it up “but 
perhaps if you keep running the 
column for the next five years he’ll 
do his best to catch up with it (the 
80).” During Ash’s critical month, 
his wife writes this somewhai 
classic observation, “The days go 
by—sometimes the four weeks 
seem like a couple of days but 
more often they seem like four 
years. Time lost all reality for 
me while I was suspended in the 


black midnight of fright. Each 
day the doctors express thetr ap- 
proval. That is my big moment of 
the day—the suspense before they 
come and the wonderful relaxation 
after they have gone... .’—Ed.) 





Prolific Cas Adams 
Caswell Adams, United Artists 
flack, has turned triple-threat man. 
He had a pair of books published 
last week and sold an original yarn 

to indie producer Jules Levey. 
Books are “How to Torture Your 
Husband” and “How to Torture 
Your Wife.” Published by Win- 


would cut to shots of actual recla- 
mation projects, of proposed pro- 
jects, together with charts ex- 
plaining cost and importance. 
Taxes is another subject that both 
Democrats and Republicans figure 
to dramatize in a big way via 
| films. 





GOP Sets Talent 
Washington, May 25. 
Topflight collection of singers 
has been slated to entertain the 
Republican National Convention 


tar, 


SCULLY’S SCRAPBOOK 
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Gallup, N. M., May 22. 
Hollywood must be scared stiff. The whole town’s retreating over 
the hills to the wide open spaces. Everybody is making westerns like 
mad. That’s the sure tipoff they’re scared. 
But I never expected to see them retreat to such magnificent glory, 
Sniped at by congressional committees, terrified to the point of 





and its guests, according to an- 


the convention. 


Davis are Gladys Swarthout, James 
Melton, Morton Downey, Todd 





ston, they can be bought singly or 
boxed together. The original, for | 
which Adams has also been pacted | 
to do the screen treatment, is about | 
New York policewomen. 





Mrs. Leonard Lyons’ Articles | 

Sylvia R. (Mrs. Leonard) Lyons, 
mother of four children, has added 
mag writing to her chores. Four 
of her pieces have already been 
sold. This week mag is publishing 
two articles, one of which is on 
baseball, titled “Fungo, Fungo,” 
detailing her sandlot games with 
the kids. Saturday Review of 
Literature will publish “I. Have a 
Mother’s Day,” while Photoplay 
has taken her article on Hollywood 
parties. 





CHATTER 
J. P. McEvoy to do a piece on 
Detroit's No. 1 poet, Edgar A. 
Guest, for Reader’s Digest. 


General Electric’s Home Bureau 
is printing an 86 page pressbook 
on “Mr. Blandings Builds His 
Dream House,” for the Selznick 
Releasing Organization. 

Thurston Macauley, news head 
of the Army’s Blue Danube net- 
work in Austria, authored “The 


Great Horse Omnibus” which Ziff- | } 


Davis is agg we in the fall. 
aoe Crosby wrote the introduc- 
ion. 

Erle Stanley Gardner awarded 
a “gold Gertrude” yesterday 
(Tues. by Pocket Books at a Rain- 
bow Room (N.Y.) cocktail party in 
honor of his books having exceeded 
the 5,000,000 sales mark in the PB 
edition. 

Justin Miller, prez of the Nat’l 
Assn. of Broadcasters, did the fore- 
word to “Radio Station Manage- 
ment” by J. Leonard Reinsch, indie 
station owner and former radio 
advisor to the White House, which 
Harper will bring out in Septem- 
ber. Same pub also issuing Morris 
L. Ernst’s “So Far So Good.” 








Dems Plan Series 


Continued from page I 








the television audiences who are 
concentrated primarily in Cali- 
fornia and in the northeastern 
quarter of the nation. In these 
areas are located California, Illi- 
nois, New York and one or two 
other states which may be lost to 
Pres. Truman on the basis of 
heavy Wallace vote. Hence, they 
are figured particularly good spots 
to present a TV story of Pres. 
Truman, man of the people. This 
could also help in the South 
which is, however, the country’s 
backward section, television-wise. 

Another idea being plugged by 
some Democrats is to use tele- 
vision 16m films for the first time 
to support senatorial candidates. 
This, naturally, would be handled 


illustrious py the Senatorial Campaign com- 


mittee, rather than the National 
Committee, but the National Com- 


mittee would backstop with finan- |f 


cial aid. There are two or three 
close states where the Democrats 
figure this can greatly help their 
senate candidates. Illinois, for ex- 
ample, is such a situation. Broad- 
ly speaking, however, the political 
masterminds feel they will get a 
lot more for a dollar from ordinary 
AM radio broadcasting than from 
tele, because there are so many 
more sets in existence. Any tele- 
vision films would be made under 
| contract by firms which specialize 
in commercial sub-standard shorts. 
| Both the Democratic and Re- 
| publican National Committees are 





| Siving considerable study to the 
use of 16m _ special pix to be 
screened at political rallies, clubs, 
etc. In each case, however, this is 
being held up until after the con- 
ventions so as to get the green 
light from the heads of the na- 
tional tickets. Both sides expect 
to use something a little fancier 
than a headshot of a man making 
a speech. They figure to dramatize 
issues. For instance, on the issue 
of reclamation, a film would have 
not only a candidate speaker, but 





Duncan, Virginia MacWatters and 
Virginia Davis. 


EL in Black 
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rentiy include “The Goose Hangs 
High” «(Abbott & Costello-starrer) 
and -“Ruthless,” while the com- 
pany’s top earner, Edward Small’s 
“T-Men,” which has played off 
most of its cream dates, is continu- 
|ing to bring in around $40,000 a 
| week. A number of the lesser pic- 
| tures, which didn’t count for much 
when first released, are likewise 
picking up coin here and there, 
including “Casanova” and “Out of 
the Blue.” J. Arthur Rank’s film, 
“The Smugglers,” is also ringing 
up some surprise grosses. 


EL came into being at the end 
of 1946 and released its first film, 
“Bedelia,” in January, 1947. Con- 
isderable hypo in billings has re- 
sulted since William Heineman 
took over as v.p. in charge of sales 
and Jack Schlaifer as his assistant 
last January. 


| Mull Opera Tele | 
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mined to do the opera on tele- 
vision:” 

Since the Met’s contract is with 
ABC and not with Texaco, which 
sponsors the radio broadcasts, it’s 
not certain yet whether the oil firm 
will bankroll the tele pickups 
also. If it does, it will emerge as 
one of,the largest spenders in TV, 
since it’s already pacted for a 
$5,000 weekly variety show over the 
NBC video web. Latter series, 
titled the “Texaco Star Theatre,” 
tees off June 8. 

ABC has decided not to air the 
opera performances simultaneously 
on TV and AM. Web will keep the 
Saturday afternoon radio slot, but 
has bought rights to the N. Y. 
Giants’ football games for TV. 





“Mrs. Wm. Morris 


Continued from page 1 





was his umpteenth, was made in 


estate near Glasgow, and if he 
persuades Lauder to make one 
more American appearance, Morris 
will film it for posterity. 

In making Soph’s opening, Mrs. 
Morris, now 75, is continuing a 
tradition stated by her husband 
who was always on hand for a 
Tucker debut in London. This is 
her second flight. Mrs. Morris 
made her first air trip for the 
May 2 dinner given by the Jewish 
Theatrical Guild to Walter Vincent. 
The Morrises will return to the 
U.S. at the end of July. 








House Reviews | 


Continued from page 48 jae! 
State-Lake,. Chi 


ing that has drummer Ernie Rudi- 
|sill in charge of props. Don Cor- 
inell’s vocal on “Serenade of the 
| Bells” sets up Kaye’s poetry sesh 
for prime payoff. Cornell, joined 
by Rudisill, does a light satire on 
t.e Ink Spots’ song style. 

Cy Reeves’ deadpan delivery and 





lusions to Cicero are threadbare, 
however, not enly through use by 
generations of comics but also be- 
cause of earlier Kaye references. 
Reeves’ report on a sour romance 
gets a good reception, as does his 
Russki version of “Dark Eyes.” 
For his want-to-lead-a-band deal, 
with plug provided loot on stage 
for winners, Kaye picks two gals 
and two guys from the aud. In- 
terviews of batoneers at show 
caught were neatly handled. All 
four were wide open for dev- 
astating ad libs, but the maestro 
wisely used the handshake instead 
of the handax. Baxt. 








nouncement just made by Meyer | 
Davis, general musical director of | 


Among those listed thus far by | 


i. 





suspecting and shooting their éwn people, ordered to break it up by 
Supreme Court decisions, subjected to economic stickups on the 
international level, picketed by minorities whenever they used an 
alien as a heavy, you would have expected the retreat would have 
turned into another ignominious Dunkirk. 

But what we are witnessing is a more valiant Battle of the Bulge, 
| The trusty sixshooter, the chase to head ’em off before they reach the 
' border, the kissed horses and the unkissed heroines, the jncomparable 
vistas and the ultimate triumph of law and order have been called 
back to active duty. And 52 pictures like “Four Faces West” will 
stave off all enemies for at least a year. 

For here is a revolutionary western. In 88 mins. not one shot is 
fired. From the opening bankrobbery to the final capture of the out- 
law the only time a bullet is spent is when the hero extracts the 
sulphur from his cartridges to make a steam inhalation so that four 


=| patients choking to death 50 miles from a doctor might be saved. If 


‘that isn’t revolutionary, go back to reading about Bogota. 
Switch: The Nurse Goes West 

Nevertheless, there is nothing a western demands that is missing 
from this magnificent picture. Joel McCrea is the bandit. Frances 
Dee is the effete easterner. For an additional switch she comes to 
New Mexico not as a schoolteacher but as a nurse. McCrea’s dialog 
is so good she couldn’t teach him English anyway. 

The Mexican heavy turns out to be a gambler with a heart of 
| gold. The U. S. marshal turns out to be Charlie Bickford with a 
compassion for bad men comparable only to the late Clarence Darrow, 
Bickford passes up the chance to make $3,000, the reward for bringing 
in the culprit dead or alive, and gives him the choice of riding tn- 
molested into Mexico, though still an outlaw, or returning to Alama- 
gordo, New Mexico, standing trial and taking the rap for “borrowing” 
$2,000 from the bank. The rap is destined to be a mild one, the 
marshal feels sure, because of the outlaw’s ethical behavior while 
being pursued by a posse. 

He stole horses en route, sure, but he threw away the chance of 
making a final escape into Mexico because he turned back to save 
the lives of a family of peons who were dying of diphtheria. He had 
eluded all pursuit by switching from horses to riding a steer across 
sand dunes, and were it not for his good-samaritan-complex he never 
would have seen Miss Dee again. 

Miss Dee assured the hero she’d be waiting for him after he had 
served his sentence, and considering that everybody in the audience 
knew that she already had been married to him for 14 years, all felt 
certain she would not run off with the déther man. Besides, in this 
western, there was no other man, not even a professor from Vassar. 

I tell you the thing defied every western convention except the 
ones that don’t matter. The hero not only was a Galahad in the 
presence of women but he kissed only one, and with such tenderness 
and art that he could become an authority not only on how to win 
a woman, but how to keep her adoration beyond the grave. 


The Green Years 

It may be too much to expect that this ‘Four Faces West” will win 
the Academy Award for 1947. For one thing the producer didn’t hold 
it back till Christmas week so that it would be fresh in the mind of 
Academy members. 

For another, its director has been around so long that his own 
people seem to forget how good he really is. He’s the same Alfred 
E. Green, who directed everything from “Disraeli” to “The Jolson 
Story,” and whether backstage or in the wide-open spaces his skill 
is so supreme that he can’t help but look down on a little thing like 
an Oscar. I’m afraid his fellow-members will pass up his “Four Faces 
West” for some multi-million dollar turk, simply because the m-m.t. 
spends another million blowing its own irritating horn. 

I wish Al Green and Harry Sherman, however, had fought a little 
harder for the original title which Eugene Manlove Rhodes lovingly 
placed on this beautiful story. In the picture itself Joseph Calleia 











1932. Morris will visit Lauder at his | 


translates the, inscription on Inspiration Rock as ‘He passed this way.” 
Four’s a Crowd s 

Whether that is a direct translation of “Paso Por Aqui” my knowl- 
edge of romance languages finds me caught short. In most westerns 
it would come off the sound track as “they went thata way,” and I 
‘suspect Sherman toyed with the idea of releasing it under such a 
title, but feared the public would think it a burlesque of westerns, 
/a sort of “Buck Benny Rides Again,” and so he switched to “Four 
| Faces West” on accdunt “Three Faces East” had done very well in 
its time, and a quartet might be expected to top a trio as a marquee 
attraction. 
| Other directors as hep to their craft as Alfred E. Green have 


| wetreates to westerns of late, too, notably John Ford in .“Fort Apache”. 


and “The Fugitive.” Ford, however, went thata way because he was 


world problems and resolve them by drawing on every ounce of his 
energy. After “They Were Expendable” he felt pretty pooped. An 
easy-going director, his fatigue nevertheless showed in “The Fugitive” 
and also in “Fort Apache.” But even so, it didn’t show quite as much 
as it would have in essaying, say, “The State of the Union.” 

On the heels of Enterprise’s release of “Four Faces West,” RKO 
released “The Return of the Bad Man.” But this one was back to 
“impersonating the famous desperadoes of the famous southwest.” 
At its worst it makes more pleasant entertainment than the current 
_desperadoes who are lousing up the even older Near East, specifically 
the Holy Land. — 

Lay Off, You Ribbers! ; 

Many sharpshooters, believing that the western. had reached the 
age and stage where it should be kidded for its conservative formula, 
and particularly for releasing an avalanche of canyon crooners after 
Gene Autry and Roy Rogers showed they-way, have tried their hand at 
playing the thing wholly for laughs. The latest in this “Whoopee”- 
“Oklahoma” vein is “The Dude Goes West,” starring Eddie Albert and 
Gale Storm. It released Jimmy Starr’s loudest bellylaughs at a pre- 
view, and his guffaws are really blockbusters. But “Four Faces West” 
indicates the western is not quite ready. for Potters Field, that it is in 





fine timing get added yocks. Al-| fact so alive that tomorrow morning’s headlines are headstones in 


comparison. ' 

I hope Mr. and Mrs. McCrea start a trend of civilized and uplifting 
westerns, and if Hollywood had to get distribution behind the Zion 
curtain to keep itself out front in the world market, let it take our 
B 29’s and drop cans of pictures like “Four Faces West” behind the 
lines. Such: pictures show Americans at their worst and their best 
and, even at their worst, magnificent felons in the main. 

They passed this way and left their marks—better marks in my book 
than Caesar, Prince Hal, Napoleon, or even our own eminent politico, 
the five-starred man of the hour, General Douglas MacArthur, cur 
rently hailed as the liberator of other people’s island empires. 

I hesitate to suggest that on this performance alone McCrea could 
do better than MacArthur in the Presidential primaries, but if Hearst 
would lay off him I'd bet as either Jeff Davis, Ross McEwan or Angus 





Macmillan (the outlaw’s real name, according to Bernard de Voto), 
McCrea couldn’t do worse. 














| suffering from a postwar malaise and felt too tired to dramatize - 
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~ ‘Broadway 


Cohen’s 
Harry Adler, Myron 
manager, signed comic Alan King. 
Harry Green, vaude and legit 
comedian, in from London last 
eek. 
’ Tilly Losch planed to England 
for her first trip there in eight 


years. 
Dudan, French composer, 


"ednggicbe will probably set a Hol- 


lywood deal. 
Elaine Malbin, 
starlet, celebrated 
Monday (24). p “#8 
+k Forrester, former stage 
Bor ® now quite the Wall St. 
yy plunger. 
Harold Lloyd in from the Coast 
on a visit, with no definite film or 


picture plans. 


NBC’s. singing 
18th birthday 


Frank P. Rosenberg, former | 
Columbia pub-ad exec turned pro- 
ducer, in N. ¥ 


Wolfie Gilbert motoring back to 
the Coast with wife and young 
daughter late this week. 

Charles Cohen, formerly with 
Metro’s ad-pub dept., has joined 
Universal's advertising wing. 

Mervin M. Newell appointed 
sales manager for Maharam Fabric 
Corp., theatrical fabric house. 

Michel Emer, French songsmith, 
back to Paris today (Wed.) on the 
DeGrasse after a several months 
stay. 

Joe Mankiewicz, 20th-Fox writer- 
director, in N. Y. from the Coast 
to work on “A Letter te Four 
Wives.” 

Mrs. Howard Dietz, wife of Met- 
ro’s ad-publicity veepee, due back 
this week from a trip to England 
and France. 

Franklin Heller to be resident 
stage director at Bucks County 
Playhouse, staging 11 of the 15 
plays this summer. 

Roger Lewis, copy chief of Mon- 
roe Greenthal ad agency, elected 
chairman of film division of Pro- 
gressive Citizens of America. 


Rex Harrison says he wants to 
do the film version of G.B.S’ play, 
“arms and the Man,” for Gabriel 
Pascal in Italy this summer. 


George A. Raftery and Miiton 
M. Rosenbloom admitted to part- 
nership in the law firm O’Brien, 
Driscoll, Raftery & Lawler. 


Joan Harrison, ex-Universal pro- 
ducer, flew .o London for a three- 
week visit with the Alfred Hitch- 
cocks. Paris is also on her agenda. 


Mother of Arena Managers Assn. 
executive director Norman Fres- 
cott died on the same day he mar- 
ried his assistant, Edna Benjamin. 

Independent Artists, producing 
unit of Frederick Brisson, Rosalind 
Russell and Dudley Nichols, has 
taken on Samuel Hacker as eastern 
rep. “ 

Ralph Bellamy handed out diplo- 
mas at graduation exercises of the 
Professional Children’s School at 
— —_ N. Y., yesterday 

$.). 


Hy Gardner, Hotel Astor p.a., 
Says he’s so peeved at the loud 
bands in hotel rooms he’s going to 
Carry a walkie-talkie as a conver- 
Sation aid. 


Stanley Kramer, producer of 
Henry Morgan-starrer, “So This Is 
New York,” arrived here yesterday 
{Tues.) for confabs with UA and 
Enterprise execs. 


Robert Lantz, new N. Y. branch 
manager for the Berg-Allenberg 
agency, came east and in one day 
located <n office on East 57th and 
an apartment on East 40th. 


Gene Buck planed to Omaha last 
week to attend the funeral of 
Boys Town” Father Ed Flanagan, 
whose body was sent back from 
Germany by Army transport. 
June Lockhart returns to Holly- 
wood this week for a starring stint 
in Eagle Lion’s “The World and 
Little Willie” after winding up her 
eit appearance in “For Love Or 
ney. 
Norton M. Levine,. recently as- 
Sociated with the film law firm of 
hillips, Nizer, Benjamin & Krim, 
has stepped out to form a New 
ee law partnership with David 
- Korn 


Howard Lindsay is chairman and 
ussel Crouse a member of the 
committee for the arts division of 
Americans for Democratic Action, 
the anti-Communist liberal politi- 

Cal group. 

B W. Stewart McDonald, Warner 
ros. Theatres vice-prexy, Queen 
ary-ed to London over last week- 

ead (22) to handle the company’s 
nterests in the British exchange 

agreement negotiations. 

Lev aiter Jacobs, operator of the 
“rd Tarleton hotel, Miami Beach, 

Which he’s leased away for 10 

years, eyeing properties in Phoe- 

nix, Tucson and Palm Springs for 

another hostelry next winter. 
British film actress Greta Gynt 
ping home for the London preem 

d J. Arthur Rank’s “The Calen- 
ar, in whieh she’s starred. Rob- 

ert Siodmak is angling to pact her 


for a Hollywood film before she 
leaves. 

Al Jolson back to the Coast last 
night, returning a few days before 
the Louis-Walcott bout on June 23. 

Jimmy Boyle, former RKO flack 
and later Globe Ticket Co. rep, 
now selling color printing for New 
York’s Arrow Press. 


I. Rabert Broder, theatrical at- 
torney, has turned his entire col- 
lection of approximately 2,000 vol- 
umes on the theatre over to 
Syracuse U., his alma mater. It is 
to be known as the I. Robert 
Broder Theatre Collection. 


Charles M. Reagan, Paramount’s 





distribution veepee, elected perm- 
anent chairman of the advisory 
| council of Notre Dame’s College of 
| Commerce. He and Robert O’Brien, 


|Par’s secretary, were named coun- | 


'cil members several weeks back. 
Bob Goldstein, Universal’s east- 
|ern studio rep, is heading back to 


| New York in time for a joint birth- | 
day celebration with Beatrice Lillie | 


'this weekend. His is on May 28 
| and hers is on May 29, and they 
| hold an annual 
| when both are in N_Y. 

Si Seadler, Metro advertising di- 
rector, points with pride to the 
fact that a N. Y. school teacher 
wrote him that one of her bright 
charges, to the question of “What 
generates steam?” answered 
“Turner and Gable.” That’s Sead- 
ler’s slogan for ‘‘Homecoming.” 

George Jessel had to phone Va- 
rIETY Saturday morning from the 
Coast to ascertain how “The Vigil” 
debuted the night before. Jessel is 
associate producer of the play and 
had arranged the $29,000 20th-Fox 
| bankrol', but apparently nobody 
thought of wiring him how it went. 

In wires to their friends Ellin 
and Irving Berlin are advising: 
“We want you to be the first to 
know that Mary Ellin ‘Berlin has 
become engaged to Dennis Bur- 
den.” She’s their eldest daughter, 
21. The groom, Dennis Sheedy 
Burden, is a member of a promi- 
nent N. Y. and Newport family. 

Novel exploitation set by 20th- 
Fox to ballyhoo “Green Grass of 
Wyoming.” Charlies Schlaifer is 
taking a press party to the West- 
bury, L. I., trotting track tomorrow 
(Thursday) night, with dinner to be 
served on the clubhouse terrace 
preceding the races. Reporters will 
view the film before heading for 
Westbury. 

Charlie Schalifer read one of 
Louis Sobol’s columns fast about 
“Darryl Zanuck sailing for Eu- 
rope,” etc., and phoned the col- 
umnist to kid him ‘“‘who’s been 
feeding you that hooey,” when So- 
bol told the 20th-Fox pub-ad chief, 
“Why don’t you look at the cap- 
tion.” It was one of his “10 Years 
Ago This Week” columns. 

Flock of Broadway and Holly- 
wood stars will, appear at the 
“Cavalcade of Stars’ benefit show 
at Madison Square Garden, N. Y., 
June 3, in behalf of the Stfield of 
David Home for Orphan Girls in 
the Bronx. Russell Markert, Music 
Hall stage producer, heads the 

roduction committee, with Judge 

amuel Dickstein serving as over- 
all chairman. 


| Consent Decree 


Continued from page 3 

















need for a consent decree, it’s 
said, that he’s prepared to broach 
a settlement for his company alone 
if the others fail to reach an agree- 
ment on a decree. It’s reported 
that Par has already taken steps 
to break up a number of partner- 
ship situations before the case 
comes up again. 

In that regard, there have been 
continuing talks with partners for 
the past six months which have 
now been hypoed by the Supreme 
Court’s opinion. Understood that 
several have reached the _ point 
where Par and its theatre partners 
have agreed to dissolve operating 
companies in which they jointly 
hold stock. In these instances, the 
theatres originally held by each of 
the co-venturers will be taken 
back. 

If this course of action is pur- 
sued down the line by Paramount, 
it would mean the partial breakup 
of the Paramount chain. These 
pooling situations resulted from 
the contribution in many situations 
of theatres owned by Par and out- 
side exhibs to operating com- 
panies which assumed leases on 
the houses. In return, both took 
stock on an even split. 

Reportedly, Paramount wants to 
open up all closed situations by 
either a dissolution of partnerships 
or the outright sale of one or more 
theatres. That plan is the same as 
the one currently being pushed for 
by all theatre-owning majors. Idea 
is to propose a consent decree 





atres have top-heavy control by 
transfer of houses to indies. 


London 


birthday May 13. 
Hannen Swaffer to the south of 





shindig together | 


France for his health. 

| Sacha Galperson, executive pro- 
ducer for Two Cities Films, hos- 
pitalized. 


Rudy Starita and his all-girl | two months of broadcasts spor | 


band left for a 12-week tour of 
| Germany. 


‘Blunt replaced. 

| Maj. Arthur Gale, founder of 
, the Cinematograph Exhibitors 
| Assn., left around $564,000. 

Laurence Irving writing life of 
his grandfather, Sir Henry Irving, 
and interested in any documents or 
information. 
| Gracie Fields may appear in one 
‘of the film productions being 
planned in Italy by her husband, 
Monte Banks. 

Carmen Miranda’s season at the 

Palladium extended by two weeks 
| owing to heavy booking. She now 
icloses there June 5. 
Tom Walls out of “Barretts of 
| Wimpole Street” due to illness and 
jhis role taken by Julian D’Aibie, 
| who played the part in Canada. 


filming of H. G. Wells’ “The His- 
tory of Mr. Polly,” in which John 
Mills stars, and produces for the 
first time. 

Dinah Miller, prewar top vocal- 
ist featured with the Jack Harris 
band, has returned to Britain and 
starts a new engagement at Lon- 
don’s Nightingale Club. 

“Royal Circle” closing May 29 
after five weeks, being replaced at 
Wyndham’s by “You Never Can 
Tell” which moved over to the 
Criterion to make way for it. 

Leslie Banks. succeeds Beatrix 
Lehmann as president of British 
Equity Council with Sir Lewis Cas- 
son and Honor Blair elected vice- 
presidents for the coming year. 

Glasgow Unity Theatre Co. re- 
turning to the Embassy for a five 
weeks’ season June 1. Will stage 
“The Gorbals Story,” followed by 
“Men Should Weep” and “Laird of 
Torwatletie.” 

Michael Balcon’s next production 
for Ealing Studios will be an 
adaptation of Compton Mackenzie’s 
novel, “Whisky Galore.” Locale is 
the Isle of Barra in the Outer 
Hebrides, with cast almost entirely 
native. 

Following his serious iliness 
which necessitated his absence 
from the second edition of the re- 
vue “Four, Five, Six,” Sonnie Hale 
is now planning a new farcical role 
in “The Perfect Woman” by Wal- 
lace Geoffrey and Basil Mitchell. 

A new versidn of George M. 
Cohan’s “Seven Keys to Baldpate” 
has been written by Talbot Roth- 
well, titled “Once Upon a Crime,” 
and tours the provinces in June 
before coming to the West End. 
Victoria Hopper and Michael How- 
ard head the cast. 


Mexico City 
By Douglas L. Grahame 


“Holiday on Ice,” after sock biz 
in Mexico City and Guadalajara, 
will open May 26 for seven days in 
Monterey, then head to U. S. 


Once-weekly broadcasting of the 
opera at the Palace of Fine Arts 
is sponsored by General Motors de 
Mexico and is being aired by the 
newest station here, XEX. 


French and Italian pix being dis- 
tributed in Mexico now by Dekka, 
company headed by Jacob Epstein, 
(long U manager here), which also 
handles cinema equipment... 


Swank Hotel Del Prado will de- 
finitely open June 1, sez managing 
director Luis Osio. Hostelry, years 
under construction, has 600 rooms. 
In the same building is Trans Lux’s 
local cinema, the Trans Lux Prado. 


New editor-in-chief of El Na- 
cional, Mexico City daily and gov- 
ernment organ, is Guillermo Ibar- 
r justice of the federal fiscal 
tribunal. He succeeds Fernando 
Benitez, resigned. 

“La Meri” (Mrs. Russell Meri- 
wether Hughes) opened May 20 at 
the Teatro Arbeu in programs of 
Oriental and Spanish dances under 
management of Melvin S. Parks, 
Sam Pierce and Martin Holman. 
Booking is tentatively for a month 
at $2.10 top. 

Buenos Aires 

Tito Guizar inked by Radio 
Mundo for August and September 
radio stints. 

Spanish vaudeville star Estrella 
Castro warbling for Ricoltore on 
Radio Belgrano. - 

Byron Janis concertizing at 
Colon Opera and over Radio 
Mundo for General Electric. 

Tilde Thamar back from Paris 
_ visit. French bandleader Jean Can- 


‘tel here for job with local nitery. 
Wilhelm Furtwaengler winds up 











which would open all closed situ-| symphony concerts at Buénos Aires | Te4 r Be 
ations or those where affiliate the-| opera house and leaves for Monte- | cuit, but it will take RKO-out from 


| video. ; 
Argentina Sono Film's high-cost 


Vesta Tilley celebrated her 84th 
| 


Shooting started on Two Cities’ | 


production of “Lady Windermere’s 
Fan,” with Dolores del Rio, ready 
to preem. 

Imperio Argentina back in 
|'Argentina for renewed film con- 
tracts and warbling over Belgrano 
net for Federal Soap. 
| Italian pop singer Rodolfo de 
| Angelis inked by Radio Mundo for 
sored by Martini Vermouth. 
| Enrique Serrano Co. producing 


Joan Greenwood il] and out of a@mether musical at Astral theatre | 
“Frenzy” for a month. Gabrielle| With book and score by Carlos’ 


|Olivari and Sixto Pendal Rios. 

| Lumiton Studios prepping big 
film production to be made partly 
|in Chilean port of Valparaiso and 
partly in new studios at Munro 
suburb. 

Mirtha Legrand and Arturo de 
i|Cordova shooting last scenes of 
“Passport to Rio” for Argentina 
|Sono Films, with star’s huband, 
| Daniel Tinayre, directing. 
| Spanish director Benito Perojo 
|clippering to Spain to start prep- 
|ping Spanish production of “Flor 


|de Torero,” with Argentine come- ! 


dian Luis Sandrini starred. 


Chicago 
Morry Rotman, Hotel Bismarck 
| flack, in Englewood Hospital. 

Harold Russell, handless vet and 
film actor, here for public speaking 
dates. 

“Arch of Triumph” follows 
“State of the Union” at ‘Woods 
theatre. 

“The Leading Lady,” starring 
Ruth Gordon, into the Erlanger, 
Sept. 12. 

Paramount biggies in for Central 
| Divisiorf meeting here over the 








|weekend at the Knickerbocker 
hotel. 
Sam Honigberg, local press 


agent, selected as judge in the 
“Miss Keen Teen” contest spon- 
sored by local highschools and 
newspapers. 





Williams Jack Parr and Jesse L. 
Lasky in for “Miracle of the Bells” 
premiere at the Palace theatre, 
last night (25). 

June Travis, former film actress. 
and husband Fred Friedlobs back 
from their European.jaunt after 
promoting midget auto race pro- 
gram in London. 

Touring company of “A Street- 
car Named Desire,” which opens 
here in early fall, will have Uta 
Hagen, Anthony Quinn and Russell 
Hardie in principal roles. 

Errol Flynn, film star, and his 
frau made the rounds of legit the- 
atres while here for Treasury Dept. 
publicity shots on his latest film, 
“Silver River,’”’ which opens at the 
Chicago theatre, May 27. 


Washmgton 
By Florence S. Lowe 


Ringling Bros., B & B circus, a 
sellout in three ‘day stint here last 
week. 

Burl Ives inked for a concert 
next season by Patrick Hayes 
bureau. 

_Irene Dunne and spouse, Dr. 
Francis Griffin, due in this week to) 
visit friends. 

Gladys Swarthout soloed last 
night to Hans Kindler’s batonning | 
at AFM free benefit concert.. 
Screen star Dorothy Lamour 
and husband William Howard visit- 
ing here and nearby Maryland. 
Ezra Stone and Joanna Roos will | 
guest star at nearby U of Virginia’s | 
summer session of Theatre Arts. 
Frank Boucher, chief barker for 
local Variety tent and zone man- 
ager for K-B circuit, profiled in 
local daily last week. 

Bernard Segal, Phiiadelphia 
counsel for the majors in the 
Goldman case, in over week-end 





Frank Sinatra, Barbara Hale, Bill | 





Hollywood 


Don Davis hospitalized for sur- 
| gery. 
| Barney Balaban in from NY for 
/10 days. 
| Murray Weinger in from Miami 
/on vacation. 
Dame May 
seriously ill. 
| Al Kingston joined the Nat Gol- 
stone agency. : 

Larry Finley at the Mayo Clinic, 
| Rochester, Minn. 

Jesse L. Lasky and Walter Mac- 
Ewen to Chicago. 

Jack Gross out of the hospital to 
convalescé at home. 

Margaret O’Brien returned from 
her European vacation. 





Whitty reported 


Sam Bischoff returned to his 
desk after a hospital checkup. 
| Lew Shelleys opened their 


Malibu home for the summer. 
Gradwell Sears in town for con- 
ferences with Howard Hughes. 
Walt Disney presented with a 
bronze plaque by the Foreign 
/Trade Association of California. 
| Edana Romney in town to round 
jup talent for her next London 
| production. 
| Sid Grauman too ill to attend 
the “Emperor Waltz” premiere as 
| honor guest. 
| J. D. Smuts, son of the South 
African prime minister, gandering 
| production at Paramount. 
| Samuel Goldwyn reelected pres- 
| ident of the Los Angeles United 
| Jewish Welfare Fund campaign. 
| Marta Toren will be guest of 
honor at the Swedish Centennial 
| Celebration in Chicago next month. 
| Joan Caulfield will present the 
|trophy to the winner of the Me- 


'morial Day Speedway race at 
Indianapolis. 
Kenny Baker and Theodora 


Lynch signed for a joint concert 
in Mexico City under sponsorship 
of Pres. Aleman. 

Mona Freeman, Mary Hatcher 
and Laura Elliott made honorary 
|colonels by the American Legion’s 
Hollywood Post 43. 

Doc Strub, Santa Anita racetrack 
chief, elected a director of the 
Metropolitan Opera Assn., the first 
director on the west coast. 


Paris : 

Billy Wilder in Paris for three 
weeks. 

Yolande Donlan baek to London 
pe car of “Cage Me a. Pea- 
cock.” 

Annabella Ross, who did lead in 
“Burlesque” in London, rehearsing 
an act for Paris. 

Rene Chalupt’s “Life and Werks 
of George Gershwin” due from the 
Amiot-Dumont presses in October, 
with illustrations. 

Lun Hammond to take over the 
Fox newsreel here from Russel 
Muth, who returns to America on 
aecount his health. 

Max Becker to do “Romancero,” 
by Jacques Deval, whose “Bashiba” 

reemed auspiciously at The Hague 
fore coming to Paris. 

Robert Ainser to produce two pix 
from the mystery thrillers, ‘“Par- 
fum de la Dame en Noir’ and 
“Mystere de la Chambre Jeune.” 

Ray William, 29, aerial act, 
missed a jumping board while do- 
ing his number, the Death Jump, 
in the Britannic Circus. tent show 
playing the vicinity of Paris. Hit- 
ting the ground 30 feet below his 
takeoff, he was taken unconseious 
to the hospital and is in a critical 


condition. 
Mi ° 


By Larry Selleway 
Dan Topping back in town. 
Paddock Club reopening with an 
all-Latin show. 























for Law Institute pow-wow. 
Hughes-RKO | 
| Continued from page 3 
of RKO stock at about $11 a share, 
which is based solely on the value 
of the theatre holdings and dis- | 
counts entirely the other assets. 
This results from RKO’s annual 
statement, issued Monday (24) 
morning, which showed the circuit 
turning in a progfit, while the pro- 
duction-distribution activities lost 
money. 
Profitable Prod.-Distrib 
Hughes, in desiring to sell the 
chain, apparently feels that he can 
turn the trick of making the studio 
and the releasing organization 
profitable. He intends to do it, it’s 
said, with product he’ll produce 
himself and with top films from 
indie producers. In any case, it 
will be well worth the chance if 
it costs him nothing for the capital 
-assets, 
In any case, it will eliminate the. 
worries of possible divestiture for 





Sandra Starr, Latino singer, into 
Mother Kelly’s. Jee Candullo’s 
trio and Joyee Ayres held over. 

Harry Richman dickering for Art 


|Childers swank Little Palm club, 


which remained closed all last sea- 
son. 

Dean Murphy in town to vacash 
with wife, newsgal-flack Dorothy 
Day, before filling engagements 
elsewhere. a. 

Joe Moskowitz, Loew’s veepee, 
along with Irving Hoffman, col- 
umnist joined Charles Moskowitz 
at Shelborne hotel for a weekend 
— going on to Caribbean va- 
cash. ; 
Palestine Fund show being 
staged by Barry Gray and Buddy 
Allen, local talent agent, on June 
5, with proceeds going to buy 
bomber named “Miami Beach” for 
the Jewish fighting forces. 

‘Henrietta Kamern, former 
Loew’s (N. Y.) featured organist, 
into Ciro’s after year’s run at Hotel 
Martinique. Club bought by Mil- 
ton Kafka, local business man from 
the Danchez Brothers, indie movie 
producers. 

Barry Gray’s talent show (pro 
and amateur) on Wednesdays and 





Hughes. That’s not his principal 
reason for getting rid of the cir- 


under the shadow of the recent 
Supreme Court decision. 


giveaway Saturday night seshes 
jracking up record biz for Copa- 
‘cabana. Keeps lounge in other 
nightly airers well filled, too. Con- 
i tract renewed until May, 1949. 
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2nd april, 1948 


LLANOUOMO GRAND 


Messrs. Ole Olsen & Chick Johnson 
London Casino 
Old Compton Street, London, W.1. 


Dear Ole and Chick, 


Now that you are in your last week of the 
six weeks' Season at the London ger Be feel I 
must write and express to a my grate 
thanks for the tremendous business that we have 
enjoyed at the London Casino over the 
Season 


I am sure that you will both be delighted to 
know that every Box Office record for the London 
Casino has been broken, and there is no doubt in my 
mind that London has really taken you to its heart. 


I feel sure that you will repeat this great 
success at the Princes Theatre when you open there 


with your full-time version of "HELLZAPOPPIN" on April 


10th. 
In closing, I wuld like to thank you very 


much indeed for your grand co-operation and general 
good gpirit which hes radiated throughout the Company. 









“Highly ved it." for S farvy, ” Pull 
eae on, iy ring Wma 
© EVENING 
MANCHESTEYS: 


feat 


% 





ee 











es 
performance 
ioe ll tenets tien of the 


merican 
“# Londo s st." 


. 
certainly 50. W. BISHOP. 


TELEGRAPH 


agrariness TOP ign 

e wich the be 
' 

te eon 

ence hapPr mad. 

We vr a salvades Ny to. lite. 

‘ng om 


A contusion of absurd co 
medy, 
like a srazy nightmere—but if h 
was, let me dream ain." 


again. 
KENSINGTON NEWS, 


with enormous 
” HellsopoPe, London Coie 
Sinere Olsen OMe a a whit 


“Hellzapoppin literally took 
London by storm.” 
THE HENDLY TIMES. 








Om 
, : Salute yout}, °n4 


&p0 
ful - i? at the 


“Hellzapoppin is packed with 
hilarious entertainment.” 
BUCKINGHAM EXPRESS. 


“the Ol 
ness 


“After a partnership lasting 34 
years Olsen and Johnson still 
have the knack of making their 


eudiences grew week with 
laughter," 
EDWIN SEFTON, 
DAILY GRAPHIC. 
ane 8 
meri 
Casing brand hi, of the 
the e ence Adon 


4 swiftest thows to be brought 


was gi 
enthusiastic acesion = @ most 


TARRAN, 
MORNING ADVERTISER. 


“Hellzapoppin is raving, irre- 


H 


Wednesday, May 26, 1948 
- - ' 


JUST A FEW LINES TO LET YOU KNOW HOW WE'RE DOING IN LONDON 
O Ise ef and 


ed no British 








Pressible, y le lunac 

which puts the in a fr 

of laughter. it hits you with an 

inronelty end speed leaves 
0° dazed 

alone criticize.” ee 


A. T. W., WEST LOND. oss. 


sen and Johnson 
is excellent is of the stuff 


nd gi- 
Saacelymic, sunaen * 


gontic OPP NCHESTER NEWS. 5 











HARRY FOSTER, 















~ 











? 








= | < Senn eees ste 





Th 
sannu 
boxs« 
\ critic 





Musi 
‘few m: 
ket pri 





by inf 





N on Virt 
“luxury 
Tepeate 

pre 





